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Congreve. 
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Printed,   and  Sold  by  A.  Bettefwortl^  W. 

and  J.  Bat  ley  9  in  Paternoftcr-Row,  J. 
and  C.Rivivaton,  in  St.  Panl\  Church-yard  ; 
E.  Bell  and  W.  Meadows  in  Cornlnll  and  J. 
femberton  and  J.  Hooke,  in  FUetftrcet.  1723, 


T  O    T  HE 


RIGHT   HONOURABLE 


G  E  O 


G  E 


Lord  Vifcount  Lanfdown. 


My  LORD, 


HE  following  Papers 
contain  an  Account 
of  Men  Eminent  in 
different  Ages,   for   adorn- 

A  3  ing 


ii     The  Dedication. 

ing  their  Native  Language 
with  the  Charms  of  Poe- 
try, and  who  now  appear 
in  a  Body  before  Your 
Lordihip,  as  One  who  can 
beft  diftinguifh  their  fe- 
veral  Claims  and  Merits. 
They  come  to  You  both  as 
to  their  Patron  and  their 
Judge,  as  well  to  Protect 
their  Names  with  the  ge- 
nerous Spirit  of  an  English 
Nobleman,  as  to  Deter- 
mine their  Shares  of  that 
Reverfionary  Fame  they 
expecled  from  their  Wri- 
tings, by  one  unqueftiona- 

ble 


The  Dedication,    iii 

ble  Teft,    the   Pleafing  an 
Author  of  Your  Tafte  and 

• 

Genius. 


N  E  A  s  in  VIRGIL  is 
made  to  look  with  Joy  on 
the  Heroes  of  his  Family, 
who  were  to  pafs  into  the 
World,  and  do  Honour  to 
his  Name;  Your  Lordfhip, 
from  this  backward  View 
of  Your  Predeceflbrs  in 
Poetry,  may  receive  a  Plea- 
fure  of  another  kind:  The 
Line  of  Rome  began  with 
Him,  the  Line  of  Drama- 

f 

A  4          tick 
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tick  Poets  is  crown'd  and 
compleated  in  Ton. 

This  alone,  my  Lord,  will 
juftify  me  to  the  World, 
in  imploring  Your  Patro- 
nage for  a  Work  of  this 
Nature.  For  whofe  Name 
could  I  fo  properly  prefix 
to  this  Performance,  as  the 
only  Nobleman,  now  living, 
a  Dramatick  Poet  ?  Your 
Lordfoip's  Reputation  in 
that  Way  we  may  now  rec- 
kon Standard,  flnce  it  has 
receiv'd  the  Applaufes  of 

the 


The  Dedication,    v 

the  greateft  Wits  of  the 
laft  Age :  Thus  while  You 
enjoy  the  Praifes  of  the 
beft  Dead  Authors,  You 
are  above  the  Cenfure  and 
Envy  of  the  Living ;  for 
he  who  dares  appeal  from 
Mr.  Waller  and  Mr.  Dry  den, 
muft  firft  Diminifh  their 
Fame  before  he  can  Injure 
Your  Lordjhip't. 

Your  Lordfhip,  I  am  fure, 
is  as  unwilling  I  fhould,  as 
I  know  my  felf  unable  to 
attempt  your  Character. 

This 
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This  however  I  will  ven- 
ture to  fay  farther,  that 
all  who  know  You  by 
Your  Works  admire  You, 
and  thofe  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  You  only 
in  them,  know  the  leaft  of 
my  Lord  LANSDOWN. 

Permit  me,  my  Lord,  a- 
mong  the  reft  of  Your  Ad- 
mirers, whom  Fortune  has 
thrown  at  a  Diftance  from 
Your  Quality,  to  wifh  You 
the  Continuance  of  the  Ef- 
teem  and  Goodwill  of  Man- 
kind, 


The  Dedication,  vii 

kind,  that  Natural  Tribute 
which  honeft  Minds  pay 
to  Virtue,  and  which  alone 
is  worthy  the  Acceptance 
of  the  Virtuous.  I  am, 


My  LORD, 
Your  Lordfhip's 
Moft  Obedient,  and 
Mofl  Devoted 
Humble  Servant, 


G.J. 


P  RE  FACE. 

However  he  had  his  Faults,  and  from 
particular  Prejudices  has  bore  a  little 
too  feverely  upon  fome  of  our  beft 
POETS;  he  is  a  little  too  fanciful 
in  his  Conjectures ,  from  whence 
Authors  drew  their  PLOTS,  and 
having  read  much  himfclf,  imagm'd 

£/  O 

that  every  one  eife  had  done  fo 
too.  What  occafional  Ufe  I  have 
made  of  him,  I  always  freely  ac- 
knowledge. 

Befide  thefe,  I  received  great  Helps 
from  private  Hands,  and  have  had 
the  Opportunity  of  perufing  a  great 
many  old  Catalogues  of  PLAYS, 
which  they  never  faw ;  one  of  thefe 
was  continued  with  °;reat  Care  and 

c? 

Diligence,  and  communicated  to  me 
by  a  Friend. 


PREFACE. 

As  to  the  Accounts  of  the 
AUTHORS,  moil  of  them  came 
from  their  own  Hands ,  excepting 
fuch  Parts  as  relate  to  the  Fame  of 
their  Writings,  where  I  thought  my 
felf  at  liberty  to  give  fuch  Characters 
of  Praife  or  Difpraife,  as  the  be  ft 
Judges  before  me  had  pafs'd  upon 
their  Performances. 

I  am  in  particular  oblig'd  to  Mr. 

CONGREVE  for  his  free  and  early  Com- 

* 

munication  of  what  relates  to  himfelf, 
as  well  as  his  kind  Directions  for  the 
Compofing  of  this  Work.  I  have 
tried  to  follow  his  Advice,  and  been 
very  iparing  in  my  Reflections  on  the 
Merits  of  Writers,  which  is  indeed 
nothing  but  anticipating  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  Reader,  and  who  after 

all 


P  REFACE. 

all  will  judge  for  himfelf.  I  forbear 
to  mention  the  Names  of  other  Gen- 
tlemen who  have  tranfmitted  their 
Accounts  to  me,  hoping  a  general 
Acknowledgment  will  be  fufficient. 

o 

In  a  Work  of  this  Nature  there 
muft  be  fome  Imperfections  as  well  as 
Omiflions,  which  I  fhall  take  a  great 
pleafure  in  correcting  upon  better 
Information,  aiid  which  I  promife  the 
World  to  do  in  a  Supplement  to 
this  Treatife,  when  Occalion  fhall  re- 
quire it. 
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Poetical  Regifler : 

OR,    THE 

LIVES  ^//^  CHARACTERS 
of  the  Englifti  DRAMATICK 
POETS* 


A. 

JOSEPH  ADDISON, 


HIS  fhining  Ornament  of  Literature, 
is  the  Sen  of  the  Reverend  and  Lear- 
ned Doctor  LANCELOT  ADDISON, 
late  Dean  of  Lite  hf  eld.  He  was  early 
plac'd  to  the  Ck&ter-houfc  School, 


from  whence  he  was  rernov'd  to  S:.  Mdr\ 
Cvlle?e,  Oxfad,  for  the  nnifliing  of  his  Education. 

B  Mr. 


2  Lives  and  Characters  of  the 

Mr.  Addifon  was  firfl  known  to  the  World  by  the 
Excellency  of  his  Latin  Poetry,  which  he  dedicated 
to  that  great  Patron  and  Encourager  of  polite  Lear- 
ning, the  late  Earl  of  'f  Halifax.  Histirfl  Attempt 
in  Engkjb  Verfl-,  of  a  publick  nature,  was  a  Poem 
to  his  Majefty  King  William  III.  frefented  to  the  Lord 
Keeper  Sowers,  in  the  Year  1(595.  And  his  Lordfhip, 
out  of  a  due  regard  to  Mr.  Addifous  great  Merit, 
procured  him  a  confiderable  Penfion  from  the  King, 
to  enable  him  to  Travel  into  Italy,  and  other  polite 
Parts  of  the  World,  for  the  polifhing  of  his  Talents, 
and  refining  of  his  Literature.  This  qualified  Mr. 
Addifon,  to  ferve  his  Country  in  feveral  eminent 
Employments,  for  hefucceeded  Mr.  Lccke  as  one  of 
the  Commiflioners  of  Apfeals  in  the  Excife,  wasUndcr 
Secretary  to  Two  Secretaries  of  State ;  and  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  //-e/0W  under  Two  Lords  Lieutenants* 
Upon  the  Death  of  the  late  Qiieen  he  was  made 
Secretary  to  the  Regency,  and  iince  his  Majefties 
AccefTion  to  the  Throne,  he  was  oi:e  of  the  Lords 
Gommiflior.ers  cf:  'Trade,  from  whence  he  was  ad- 
vanc'd  to  be  One  of  his  Majefty's  Principal  Secreta- 
ries of  State. 

To  pafs  by  Encomiums  on  the  perfonal  Merit  of 
iliis  great  and  modell  Man  j  I  proceed  to  his  Ta- 
lents. In  the  Writings  of  Mr.  Add>fon  there  appears 
an  uncommon  Beauty;  an  Elegance  of  Style ;  an 
Improvement  of  Diction  ;  a  Strength  of  Reafon  ;  an 
Excellency  of  Wit ;  and  a  Noblenefs  and  Sublimity 
of  Thought,  eqnall'd  by  few,  if  any  of  our  Modern 
Poets. 

Befides  his  excellent  Compofures  of  Latin   and 
Englijh  Poetry,  his  Crtticifms  upon  Milton,    and    the 
large  fliare  he  had  in  the  Tatter,  Spettator  and  Guar- 
dian, 


*  Mufx  Anglicanx,  Vol  z. 


Englifli  DRAMATICK  POETS.         3 

dim,  he  has  honoured  the  Stage  with  two  Dramatick 
Productions  in  a  different  way. 

I.  R  o  s  A  M  o  N  D  ;   an    Opera,   performed  at  the 
Queen's    Theatre   in  the   Hay-Market  ,    1702.     In- 
fcrib'd  to  her  Grace  the  Dutchefs  of  Marlbtowugkt 
*Tis  obferv'd  that  this  Opera,  for  the  Beauty  of 
its  Didtion,  exceeds  any  Englijh  Performance  of  the 
Kind  ;    but  being  very  ill  (it  to  Mufick,   it  had  not 
the  Succefs  due  to  its  Merit. 

II.  CATO  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
in  Drury-lane  1712.     This  Play  was  aded  with  the 
greateft  Approbation  of  any  that  has  been  reprefen- 
ted  on  the  Theatre,  in  this  or  any  preceding  Age  ; 
yet  did  not  its  Succefs"  exceed  its  Deferts.     The  Pre- 
tenders to  Criticifm   charge   Mr.  Add/fon  with  an 
Extravagancy  of  Zeal  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty  ;  and 
an  Irregularity  of  Drama  m  net  bringing  Cato  on  the 
Stage  till  the  middle  of  the  Second  Act. 

Thefe  are  Mr.  ^^«'s  Dramatick  Performances,- 
and  the  Beauties  of  the  former  are  finely  exprefs'd 
in  the  following  Lines,  by  Mr.  TickeC. 

No  Charms  are  wanting  to  thy  artful  Seng, 
Soft  as  Corelli,  and  as  Virgil  Strong. 
Fi-om  Words  fofaeet,  new  Grace  the  Notes  receive, 
And  Mujic  borrows  Helps,  fie  tts'd  to  give, 


reads  thy  Work^  flail  own  thsfvceet 
And  'view  thy  Rofamond  with  lienry^  Ejes, 

As  for  the  latter,!  think  it  modeflly  recommended 
by  the  fame  Gentleman,  in  a  Copy  of  Verfes  written 
to  Mr.  Addifon  from  Queens  College,  Oxon> 

tf%y  Oxford  f  miles  this  glorism  Work  to  fee, 
triumphs  in  a  Son  like  the?* 

B  a  The 
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The  Senates,  Ccnfuls,  and  the  Gcds  of  Rome, 
Like  old  Acquaintance  at  their  native  Home, 
In  Thee  we  find  j  each  Deed.,  each  Word  expreft, 
And  evry  'Thought  thatfwelfd  a  Roman  Breaft. 
We  trace  each  Hint,  that  could  thy  Scut  infftrey 
With  Virgil'j  Judgment,  and  with  Lucan'j  Fire  ; 
We  know  thy  Worth,  and  -----  give  tit  leave  to  haft, 
We  mcfl  admire,  becaufe  we  know  thee  mejt. 

For  gentle  I/is  claims  the  Ivy  Crown, 
To  bind  th'  immortal  Brows  of  Addifin. 

Garth. 


<  y"4  >v<$  >v'/j  yt  ^4  w  y"'i  ^''•i  y'-i  y%  &"<  y'-i  yt 


WILLIAM    ALEXANDER, 

Earl  of  Sterling. 

A  Nobleman  of  Scotland,  who  liv'd  in  the 
Reign  of  King  James  I.  He  was  very  much 
in  Favour  with  his  Soveraign  ;  and  by  his  Writings 
he  has  fhew'd  Poflerity  that  he  had  a  ju&  Right  to 
it  ;  tho'  his  Plays  may  be  rather  term'd  Hiflorical 
Dialogues,  than  Dramatick  Performances. 

My  Lord  feems  often  to  have  a  peculiar  Fancy  to 
Punning,-  but  this  was  more  the  Vice  of  the  Age, 
than  of  the  Poet  ,•  and  an  Objection  to  his  Verfe 
is  their  being  alternate,  like  the  Quartains  of  the 
French  Poet  Pibrach  ,•  and  Sir  William  Dauenants 
Gonditert,  which  meafure  of  Verfe  is  found  fault 
with.  To  fhe\v  that  this  Nobleman  fometimes 
wrote  in  a  very  good  Strain,  I  give  you  the  follow- 
ing Lines. 

Love  w  a  Joy,  which  upon  Fain  defends  ; 

A  Drip  of  Sweet  drown  d  in  a  Sea  of  Sowre*  : 
Iffiat  Fu'ly  does  begin,  that  Fury  endi  ; 

hate  for  Eie,;  whu  have  twdfor  Hours. 

la 
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In  my  Lord's  Recreations  of  the  Alnfet,  printed  in 
the  Year  1637,  and  Dedicated  to  King  Jame f,  arc 
four  Plays,  to  which  he  gives  the  general  Deno- 
mination ot  Monarchick  Tragedies  j  they  are  the  Alex- 
andrian Tragedy,  Crocfits,  Daring  and  Julius  Ciejiir. 

I.  The  Alexandrian  Tragedy.     This    Play  is   built 
upon  the  differences  about  the  SaccefTJon,  that  arolc 
between  Alexander  s  Captains  after  his  Deceafc,  &c. 
and  is  far  from  being  after  the  Model  of  the  Ancients, 
as  Mr.  Langbain  will  have  it ;  but  he  has  borrow'd 
very  freely  their  Thoughts,,   many  times  tranilating 
whole  Speeches  from  Seneca,  Virgil,  and  others.     In 
this  Play  the  Author  feems  to  miftake  the  very  EiTencs 
of  the  Drama,  which  confifts  in  Action ;  for  there  is 
fcarce  one  Adion  performed  in  view  of  the  Audience, 
but  feveral  Perfons  come  in  and  relate  Adventures 
performed  by  themfelves  or  others.     The  two  firft 
Ads  are  entirely  foreign  to  the  Bufmefs  of  the  Play  ; 
but  upon  the  whole  it  miift  be  allow 'd  that  my  Lord 
was  a  very  good  Hiftorian,  and  from  his  Plays  the 
Reader  may  gather  a  great  deal  of  the  Affairs  of 
Greece  and  Rome.     For  the  Plot  of  this  Piay,  confult 
Quintm  Curtim,  and  the  Thirteenth  Book  of  Juftin3 
DiodormSiculm,  /.  18.  Oynjin^l.  3.  c.  21.  Jojefbm^  /.  12. 
r .  i .  Raleigh's  Hi  ft.  1.  4.  c.  3 ,  &c. 

II.  CROESUS;  a  Tragedy,  the  mofl  moving  Play 
of  the  Four.     It  is  chiefly  borrow'd  from  Herodotu^ 
lib.  j.  Clio.  ^}ufiin^  I.  i.  c.  7.  Plutarctis  Life  of  SoLu, 
St'Man,  Tormel.     In  the  Fifth  A<5t  there  is  an  Epifode 
of  Abradates,  and  Pantbxa,  which  the  Author  lias 
taken    from   Zznophms  Cyrofaideia :  67,  The  Ltje  and 
Education  of  Cyrus,  lib.  7.     The   Ingenious   Scudery 
has  likewife  built  upon  this  Foundation  in  his  di- 
vming  Romance,  call'd  Grand  Cyrus. p.  5.  b.  i. 

B  3  III.  D  A- 
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III.  DARIUS;  a  Tragedy.     This  was  his  Lord- 
fhip's  firft  Dramatick  Performance,  it  being  Printed 
at  Edinburgh,  in  the  Year  1603.     It  was  at  rirft  com- 
pos'd  of  a  mixture  of  Englijh   and  Scotch  Dialed  ; 
and  even  then  was  commended  by  fevcral  Copies  of 
Verfes.     Bat  the  Author  has  fince  not  only  polim'd 
his  Native  Language,   but  altered  the  Play  itfelf. 
As  to  the  Plot,  confult  Qiiintus  Cumus,  lib.  3,  4,  Sc 
5  •  Jyftitt)  1.  ii.  c.  5 ,  &c.  Diodorus,  L  1 7.  Arrian,  de. 
ExpeditioMe  Alexandra,  /.  2.  Plutarch's  Life  of  Alexander, 
Salian,K.  M.  271 9,  &c. 

IV.  JULIUS    C^SAR;   a   Tragedy.      In  the 
Fifth   Aft  of  this  Play,    my    Lord   brings  Brutus, 
Cftffius,  Cicero,  Anthony,  &c.  together  after  the  Death, 
of  Ctffar,  almoft  in  the  fame  Circumftances  as  Shake- 
fpear   has  done    in  his  Play  of   this  Name.     But 
$hake£p€pr's  Amhcny  and  Brutus  ravifli  you,    while 
my  Lord's  Brutus,  Cicero  a^nd  Amhcny  incline  you  to 
{Jeep.     This  is  much  the  moil   regular  of  all  my 
Lord's  Plays,    at   leail,  in  the  Unity  of  Aft  ion: 
But  after  the   Death  of  Cafar  it  is  unneceflary  to 
hear  of  the  Confequence  of  it,  either  in  the  Grief 
of  Cabhurnia,  or  the  Fadions  of   the  Noblemen 
and  Commons.     The   Story  of  this  Play  may  be 
found  in  the  Roman  Hiflories,  Plutarch  and  Suetonius 
in  the  Life  of  Cxfar,  Apptan  de  Belhs  Civilibus,  lib.  2. 
Pkrus^lib.  4.  c.  2.  Snlian,  Tornie/,  &c. 

My  Lord  is  very  Sententious  in  his  Dramatick 
Performances;  and  his  Style,  as  he  owns  himfeli^ 
not  pure,  for  which  he  pleads  his  Country. 


\. 

-•  i 
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Mr-  ROBERT  A  R  M  i  N. 


HIS  Author  likewife  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Jamesl.  And  in  the  Title  Page  he  writes 
himfelf  one  of  his  Majefty's  Servants  -,  and  'tis  very 
probable  that  he  was  of  the  then  Company  of 
Comedians  ;  his  Name  being  printed  in  the  Drama 
ot  Ben.  Johttfons  Ahhymifl^mGng  the  reft  of  the  emi- 
nent Players  of  that  Age.  He  wrote  only  one  Dra- 
matick  Piece  ;  cail'd, 

"The  Hiftory  of  the  two  Maids  0/Moor  Clack,  PI  ay  '4 
by  the  Children  of  the  King?s  Majefty's  Revels, 
and  printed  in  the  Year  1609.  The  Plot  feems  to 
be  taken  from  an  old  Story  in  thofe  Times. 


.  A  B  R  A  H  A  M  DAILY. 

Gentleman  of  the  Society  of  Lincoln  s 
and  Author  of  the  following  Comedy. 
The  Spightfu  I  Sifter  ;  Printed  in  the  Year  1667, 
This  Author  has  not  play'd  the  Plagiary,  either  as 
to  Characters  or  Language,  what  he  has  writ  be- 
ing allowed  to  be  all  his  own.  But  'tis  prefum'd 
this  Play  was  never  A&ed,  being  printed  withouc 
Epilogue,  or  Dedication. 


B  4  Mr. 

*  / 
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&  ? 


Mr.  BAKER. 

THIS  Gentleman   was  Son   of  an   Eminent 
Attorney   of  the  City  of  London  -}    he  writ 
fi\  c  Plays. 

I.  T*he  Kumoyr  of  the  Age  ;   a  Comedy,  Acted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1709. 

II.  An  Aft  at  Oxford.  ;  a  Comedy,  Dedicated  to 
the  Right  Honourable   Edward  Lord  Dudley  and 
Ward.     This  Play  was  never  Aftcd. 

III.  ^Mibridge-Walksi    or  The  Teoman  of  Kent  ;    a 
Comedy,  Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  John 
H^c  Efq;  This  Play  was  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal 
with  great  Applaufe. 

IV.  Hump  ft  ed  Heath  -,    a  Comedy,   acled    at  the 
Theatre   Royal.     This  Play  is  for  the  moft  part 
taken  from  the  Oxford  Act. 

'V.  ^he  fine  Ladies  Airs  :  cr  An  Equipage  of 
a  Comedy,  a<5ted  at  the  Theatre  Royal. 


C/-SJ  LJUkJ  C»>J  COi^ 


.  JOHN  BANCROFT. 

HIS  Author  was  by  Profeflion  a  Chirurgeon, 
I  and  by  a  frequent  Converfation  with  a  Set  pf 
Witty  young  Gentlemen  (to  v/Jiom  his  Bufinefs  led 
him  after  their  Sportings  with  the  Subflitutes  of 
Venm}  he  was  very  much  inclm'cj  to  Poetry.  He 
wrote  two  Plays. 

J.  SFRTORIUSJ  a  Tragedy,  Acted  at  the  The- 
atre Royal,  1679.  'Tis  Dedicated  to  Captain, 
Pjihitvd  Savage,  and  the  Epilogue  was  writ  by 
Mr.  Ra&eKlirfffi.  For  the  Story  fee  P/^t^-ch's  Lite 
of  St\-tortu*  i  l':!\:m  Pater  culm,  lib.  2.  fiorus,  L  i, 
c.  sc.  The  fcidcr  CormHs  has  writ  a  P!ay  oti 

this  Subj'-f:.  \\. 


Englifil   DRAMATICK    PotTS.  9 

II.  HENRY  the  Second,  with  the  Dc.it  h  of  R  o  s  A- 
M  o  N  D  ;  a  Tragedy,  Acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
i<59v  This  Play  has  not  the  Author's  Name  pre- 
fiYd  to  it  ;  and  'whatever  Fate  his  other  Play 
had,  this  met  with  good  Succefs,  and  may  claim 
a  Place  with  feveral  celebrated  Tragedies  of  this 
Age.  For  the  Plot  confult  Daniel,  Stow,  Sfeed,  Bar 
kei-y  and  other  Evglijb  Chronicles.. 


Mr.  JOHN  BANKS. 

HIS  Gentleman  was  originally  a  Member  of 
the  Society  of  New  Inn.  His  Genius  led 
him  to  make  fcveral  Attempts  in  Drama  tick  Poetry, 
with  different  Succefs  ;  but  when  he  had  the  great- 
eft  Encouragement,  he  was  very  fenfible  of  his  Er- 
ror in  quitting  the  more  profit-able  Practice  of  the 
Law,  to  purlue  the  Entertainments  of  the  Stage  ; 
tho*  he  is  thus  far  to  be  excus'd,  that  he  afpir'd  af- 
ter the  Bays  in  the  Golden  Age  of  Poetry  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  the  Second.  His  Genius  lay  whol- 
ly to  Tragedy  :  His  Language  is  not  the  belt,  and 
his  Epifodes  fhew,  that  he  never  much  ftudied  Art- 
fiotle  ',  but  in  two  of  his  Performances  he  has  gair/d 
the  true  End  of  Tragedy,  the  moving  Terror  and 
Pity  ;  which  fome,  more  celebrated  Authors,  are 
deficient  in.  He  has  S^ven  Plays  in  Print,  which  I 
infert  in  their  Order  of  Time. 

J.  The  Rival  Kings,  or  Tihe  Loves  ofO  ROON  DATES 
and  STATIRA;  a  Tragedy  written  in  Heroick 
Vcrfe,  and  Acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1677- 
This  Play  is  Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Catharine  Her- 
bert ,  and  is  chiefly  founded  on  the  Romance  of 
Caff  and,  -a  :  As  to  what  relates  vo  Alexander,  fee 
Curtiw  and  Jufiix, 

II.  Tie 
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II.  77;?  Deflmttion  of  Troy  ;  2.  Tragedy,  Acted  at 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Tor  Its  Theatre.  1679. 
and  Dedicated  ro  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lady 
Catharine  Rcos.     This  Play  met  with  but  indifferent 
Succefs  on  the  Stage.     For  the  Story  confult  Homer, 
Virgil,  Dares    Phry&M,  &c. 

III.  Virtue  Betray'd,  or  A  N  N  A  B  u  L  L  E  N  ,*  a  Tra- 
gedy, A&ed  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1682,  and  De- 
dicated to  the  Illuflrious  Princefs  Elizabeth,  Dutchefs 
of  Scmerfet.     In  this  Play  and  the  Earl  of  Ejfex  the 
Anther  has  had  the  good  Fortune  to  pleafe  the  Fair 
Sex.     The  Plot  is  taken  from  a  Book  called,  The 
Ntvels  of  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,   &c.   Speea's 
Chron.  Herbert,  Du  Chefne,  Bp.  Eurmfs  H/flory  of  the 
Reform.  &c. 

IV.  The  Unhappy  Favourite,  or  'The  Earl  of  Ejfex  j 
a  Tragedy,  Aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1682,  De- 
dicated to  the  moR  High  and  mod  Illufirious  Prin- 
cefs, the  Lady  Anne,  (the  late  Queen)  Daughter  to 
his  Royal  Highnefs.     This  Play  was  Acled  with' 
great  Applaufe,  and  is  fo  moving,  particularly  the 
Scene  of  the  parting  of  the  Earl  of  Ejfex  and  his 
Dear  Friend,    that  whenever  it  is  reprefented,  the 
Fair  Sex  have  fomc  Difficulty  to  retrain  from  Tears. 

* 

The  Prologue  and  Epilogue  were  written  by  Mr. 
Dry  den  :  And  the  Play  is  founded  on  "The  Secret 
H'/ftory  of  the  mcft  Renewed  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the 
Earl  of  Eflex  ,  Camdens  Eli^absth,  Speed,  Du  Chefne, 
Stoiv,  Baker,  dec.  There  are  Two  Ft  each  Plays  on, 
rhis  Subject. 

V.  The  Iflaxd  Qtieens,    or  T*he  Death  of  MARY 
Qiiecn  of  Statlaud  j    a   Tragedy,    publiflrd  in   the 
Year  1684.     This  Play  had  the  ill  Fortune  to  be. 
der.ivd  the  Juflice  of  appearing  on  the  Stage  ;   tor 
which  Rcaibn  it  was  pubiiihed  by  the  Author,  in 
Defence  of  himfilr"  and  the  Piece.     The  Story  is: 

taken 
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taken    from    Buchanan,    Speed,    Camden,    Du    Chefae^ 
'Ilrantoins  Memoirs,   Caufins  Holy  Court,  &c. 

VI.  TV*?  Lima-lit  Ufurper,  Or  The  Death  of  the  Lady 
JANE  GRAY  ;  a  Tragedy,  printed  16^4.  Tins 
Play  was  like  wife  prohibited  the  Stage  on  accountof 
{Vane  miilaken  Cenfures,  and  groundlefs  Infinuatio^s, 
that  ic  reflcifced  on  the  Government.  In  his  Dedi- 
cation t!  ere  is  a  Defence  letting  forth  its  being 
writ  1  en  Years  before  ,-  fo  that  it  could  defign  no 
Reflection  on  the  then  prefent  Government.  And 
as  a  certain  Author  has  cbferv'd,  his  Defence  feems 
reafonabic  ;  and  I  think  him  as  much  in  the  right: 
when  he  teiis  us,  that  this  Tragedy  is  inferior  to 
none  of  his  former.  Mr.  Rvwe  has  written  a  Tra- 
gedy likewifc  on  this  Subject,  which  has  met  with 
very  great  Succefs  ;  but  the  Story  does  not  feem 
to  be  fo  exactly  purfued  by  him,  as  by  Mr.  Banks, 
th,o'  his  Language  is  abundantly  more  beautiful. 
The  Story  you  may  find  in  our  Chronicles. 

VTI.  CYRUS  the  Great  -,  a  Tragedy,  Acted  at 
the  New  Theatre  in  Lincoln*  Inn  Fields,  and  Dedi- 
cated to  her  Royal  Highriefs,  the  Princefs  Anne  of 
Denmark,  1696.  This  Play  was  alfo  refused  Acting 
at  firft,  but  afterwards  it  came  on,  and  met  with 
very  good  Succefs.  The  Plot  is  taken  out  of  Sni- 
dery's Romance  of  Grand  Cyrus  ;  and  for  the  true  S 
ryof  Cyras  you  may  confult  Htrodottn,  Juflin,  &c- 


Mr.  BARKER. 

Know  nothing  farther  of  this  Author,    than 
that  he  prefented  the  World  with  the  following 
Comedies. 

I.  TV;<?  Bean  Defeated,  cr  T//?  Lucky  Younger  Brother. 

II,  F  j  D  E  L  i  A  and  F  o  R  T  u  N  A  T  u  s. 

Mr. 
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&teSf&si£G^^ 

.  BARNABY  BARNES. 


^  A   N  Author,    who  liv'd  in  the  Time  of  King 
jfX  Barnes  1.  He  wrote  one  Play  call'd, 

The  Devil's  Charter  ;  a  Tragedy,  pla)  'd  before 
the  King,  idoy.  This  Tragedy  feems  to  be  writ- 
ten in  Imitation  of  Shake/fear's  old  Play,  call'd  P  E- 
KICLES,  Prince  of  Tyre  ;  which  gives  an  Account 
of  the  Life  and  Death  of  Pope  Alexander  the  Vlth  : 
For  as  Sbakefpear  raifes  Gower,  an  old  Englifi  Bard, 
for  his  Introduclor  in  that  Play  ;  fo  this  Author  re- 
vives Guicciardine  for  the  fame  purpofe.  And  in  the 
laft  Age,  as  well  as  the  prefent  Times,  the  Poets 
frequently  introduced  dumb  Reprefentations,  which 
were  very  taking  with  the  Spectators. 


*V»    ^^    ^^    ^^    ^ 

v   v   '^   '^'^  G  3  otj  G  v  G*J 

ROBERT  BARON,  Efqm, 

THIS  was  a  Young  Gentleman,  who  liv'd  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  and  the  Inter- 
regnum of  Oliver.  He  was  firft  bred  at  Cambridgt, 
and  afterwards  was  a  Member  of  the  Honourable 
Society  of  Grays  -Inn.  He  wrote  Three  Dramatick 
Pieces. 

I.  Dem-urn  Dona  ;  a  Mafque,  perform'd  before  the 
King  and  Queen  of  Cyprus.    It  is  part  of  a  Ro- 
mance written   by   the  Author,    call'd  'The  Cyprian 
Academy  y  printed  at  London,    1647.     ^11(^  ^r-  La'fl&~ 
lain  tells  us,    that  part  of  this  Piece  is  borrow'd 
from  Mr.  Wallers  Poem  to  the  Kiug  on  the  Navy. 

II.  GRIP  us  and  H>.cio,  or  The  Paffiwat*  Lovers  ; 
a  Paftcral,  confifting  of  Three  Ads  only,  and  bor- 
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row'd  a  great  Part  from  Waller's  Poems,  Web- 
fle/s  Dutchefs  of  Malfy*  and  the  aforefaid  Ro- 
mance. The  Author  was  but  Seventeen  Years  of 
Age,  when  he  compos'd  that  Romance. 

III.  M  i  R  z  A  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  in  Per  fa  in  the 
laft  Age.  This  Tragedy  was  printed  at  Londm,, 
and  Dedicated  to  the  King.  It  was  accounted  by 
his  Friends  a  good  Play,  and  recommended  by  them 
to  the  World  by  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes.  The 
Plot  is  taken  from  Herbert's  Travels,  and  for  moft 
of  the  Scenes  and  Language  he  feems  to  have  con- 
fulted  Ben.  Johnfons  Cataline.  Sir  John  Denkam  wrote 
his  Play  called  The  Sophy  on  the  fame  Subject,  and 
about  the  fame  time. 


Mr.  FRANCIS  B  E  A  u  M  o  N  T 
See    FLETCHER. 


Mr.  L  o  D  o  w  i  c  K  BARRET. 

AN  Author  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
James  J.  He  wrote  only  one  Play,  called, 
Ram-  Alley,  or  Merry  Tricks  ;  a  Comedy,  A&edbjr 
the  Children  of  the  King's  Revels,  and  printed  ia 
the  Year  161  r.     The  Plot  of  Will  Smallfiank's.  de- 
coying the  Widow  Taffeta^  is  an  Incident  in 
grew's  Parjon-  Wedding. 
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Capt.  WILLIAM  B  E  D  L  o  E. 


HIS  Gentleman,  remarkable  for  his  Evidence 
on  the  Difcovery  of  the  Popifh  Plot,  left  be- 
hind him  a  Play,  call'd, 

'fhe  Excommunicated  Prince,  or  T'he  Falfe  Relick, 
printed  1679.  The  Town  wou'd  have  this  to  be  the 
Popifh  Plot  in  a  Play,  tho3  he  writ  an  Epiitle  to 
aflure  the  Reader  the  contrary.  This  Play  was 
written  in  Two  Months,  and  the  Plot  is  taken  out 
of  Heylms  Cofmografby. 


Mrs.  AFRABEHN. 

* 

MRs.  B  E  H  N  was  born  in  the  City  of  Canter- 
bury ;  her  Maiden  Name  Johiifon ;  and  fhe 
was  no  lefs  admir'd  in  her  Youth  for  her  Beauty, 
than  in  her  riper  Years  for  Poetical  Performances, 
in  which  fhe  excelled  all  of  her  own  Sex  in  the 
Age  fhe  liv*d,  and  exceeded  many  of  her  Contem- 
porary Poets  of  the  other.  She  had  a  great  Facility 
in  Writing  ,•  mod  of  her  Comedies  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  pleaie;  and  tho'flie  borrowed  very  much 
from  the  Ftench  Poets,  and  her  own  Countrymen, 
yet  it  proceeded  rather  from  Hafle,  than  want  of  a 
fprightly  Wit  of  her  own.  She  had  a  flrong  Natural 
Genius,  which  fhew'd  itfelf  in  every  Thing  fhe  writ ; 
and  (be  was  not  only  eminent  for  her  Theatrical 
Performances,  but  al/o  for  feveral  other  Pieces,  both 
in  Verfe  and  Profc.  Her  Plays  are  Seventeen  i» 
Number, 

AB- 
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I.  ABDELAZER,  or  The  Motor'*  Revenge ;  a  Tra- 
gedy, Acted  at  the  Duke  of  To; /As  Theatre,   1671. 
This  is  only  an    Improvement    of   Murfa's   Lujls 
Dominion,  or  Toe  Lajcrj'n us  Qiteen. 

II.  Amorous   Prince,    or   "I he    Curious   Husband  \  a 
Comedy.,  A6ted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1671.  The 
Plot  oi:  Antonio  is  taken  from  the  Story  of  the  Curi- 
ous Impertinent  in  Don  Quixct,  Pan  ll/.  Chap.  6,  7, 8. 

III.  Forcd  Marriage,   or  The  Jealous  Bridegroom  ;  a 
Tragi-Comedy,  Acted  at  the  Duke  of  Tork's  Thea- 
tre, in  the  Year  1671. 

IV-  The  Dutch  Lover ;  a  Comedy,  Ad:ed  at  the 
Duke's  Theatre,  1673.  For  the  Plot  of  this  Play, 
lee  a  Spamjh  Romance,  cali'd  Don  Fenife,  and  the 
Stories  of  Eufemie  and  Theodore^  &c. 

V.  The  Town- Fop,  or  Sir  TIMOTHY  TAWDREY  ; 
a  Comedy,  Acledat  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1677.  A 
great  part  of  this  Play  is  borrowed  from  a  Comedy, 
cali'd  7 he  Miferies  of  Forcd  Marriage,  written  by 
Mr.  Geo.  H^lkius. 

VI-  The  Rover,  or  The  Baniftfd  Cavaliers,  in  Two 
Parts,  both  Comedies,  Acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's 
Theatre,  in  the  Years  1677,  and  1681.  The  Se- 
cond Part  Dedicated  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke.  Thefe  PJays  have  a  great  deal  of  Wit  in 
them  ;  but  they  are  moftly  taken  from  Killigrews 
Don  Thomafo,  or  The  Wanderer. 

VII.  Sir  P  A  T  i  E  N  T  F  A  N  c  Y  j  a  Comedy,  acted 
at  the  Duke's  Theatre,    1678.     The  Character  of 
Sir  Patient  Fancy    is    borrowed    from    Molieris  Le 
Malade  Imaginaire  ;    The  H}poccndriack.    Other  Ch'a- 
racters  from  Broom's  Damoifalle. 

VIII.  The  Feign  d  Courtesans y  or  A  Night  s  Intrigue  ; 
a  Comedy,  Aded  at  the  Duke's  Theatre  1675?.  This 
Play  met  with  very  good  Succefs,  and  is  eileem'd 
one  of  the  beft  Ihehas  written. 

IX. 
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IX.  The  Round  Heads,  or  'The  Gocd  Old  Canfe ;  3. 
Comedy,  Acted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1682,  and 
Dedicated  to  the  moft  Illuftrious Prince,  Htnry  Duke 
of  Grafton.  This  is  only  a  Play  of  JL/M  Tateamsy 
call'd,  The  Rump,  alter'd. 

X»  77;e  jR/y?  County  or  ^  Afe  #^1  to  Play  an  Old 

Game;  a  Comedy,  A&ed  at  the  Duke's  Theatre, 

1682.    Jfabellas    being  deceiv'd  by   the  Chimney- 

"Sweeper,  is  taken  from  Molieres  Let  Precieufes  Ridicules. 

"The  affefled  Ladies 

XL  'The  City  Heirefs,  or  Sir  Timothy  Treat- All',  a 
Comedy,  Acted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1 682,  and  De- 
dicated to  the  Right  Honourable,  Henry,  Earl  of 
Arundet.  This  Play  was  well  receiv'd,  but  moft  cf 
the  Characters  are  borrowed,-  part  of  the  Play  is 
taken  from  one  of  Middletons,  "calTd  A  Mad  World , 
my  Mafters ;  and  part  from  a  Play  of  Majfsnger9^ 
call'd  The  Guardian. 

XII.  The  Toitxg  King,  or  The  Mi  flake  ;  a  Tragi— 
Comedy,  Acted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1(583.  This 
Play  is  Dedicated  to  fome  Gentleman,  her  particu- 
lar Friend,  under  the  Name  of  Phi  Lifter.  The  De- 
fign  is  borrowed  from  Calprenadt 's  Cleopatra.  See  the 
Hiflory  of  Alcamenes  tf/ft/ Menalippa,  p.  8. 

XIIL  The  Lucky  Chance,  or  An  Aide, -mans  Bargain  ; 
Aded  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  1687,  and  Dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable,  Laurence  Hydey  Earl  of 
Rechefter.  Gaymans  enjoying  Lady  Fulbank,  and 
taking  her  for  the  Devil,  is  copy'd  rrom  Mr.  Alexan- 
der Rick/haw,  and  the  Lady  Artina,  from  the  Lady  of 
Pleasure,  written  by  Shirley. 

XIV.  The  Ewfcrorof  the  Moon  ;  a  Farce,  Acled  at 
the  Qtieen's  Theatre,    1687.     Taken  from  Harlequin 
Empeieur  dans  le  Monde  de  laLune,  and  was  originally 
Italian. 

XV.  The  Widffu)  Rahter,  orTbeH.floryofBacouM 
Virginia  ;  a  Tragi-Conudy,  A6ted  by  their  Maje- 

ftics 
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fties  Servants,  1690.  This  Play  waspublinVd  by  one 
<?.  y.  a  known  Friend  of  the  Author,  after  her 
Death.  The  Plot  is  taken  from  the  Story  of 
Caffitn. 

XVI.  The  Younger  Brother,  or  TheAmcrous  Jilt  ;  a 
Comedy,  likewife  publinVd  after  her  Death  ;  to 
which  is  added  her  Life.  This  Play  was  written 
above  Ten  Years  before  (lie  dy'd,  and  tho*  it  had  ill 
Succefs,  yet  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Wit  in  it,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  Two  tirft  A<5ts.  It  was  taken  from  a  true 
Story  of  Colonel  Henry  Martin  and  a  certain  Lady. 
See  the  Novel  call'd  Hatige;  or,  The  Amours  of  the 
King  of  Tameran. 

Mrs.  Behn  Died  in  the  Year  i(58p,  and  lies  in- 
terr'd  in  the  Qoyfter  of  Weftminfter-  Abbey,  under  a 
Black  Marble  Stone,  with  this  Infcription  ; 

Here  lies  a  Proof  that  WIT  can  never  be 
Defence  enough  againjl  M  o  RTA  L  i  T  Y. 

.  DAWBRIDGE-COURT  BELCHIER. 


THIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
James  I.  and  he  writ  one  Interlude,  call'd, 
HAN  s-B  E  E.R-P  o  T,    his    Invifible   Comedy  of, 
See  me,  and  fee  me  not,  i6iS.    A6ted  by  an    honeft 
Company  of  Health  Drinkers.     The  Author  was  an 
Englijh-man,    an.d  in  his  Epiflle  he  calls  it  neither 
Comedy  nor  Tragedy. 
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Mr.  RICHARD  BERNARD. 

• 

AL  L  that  I  have  toobferve  of  this  Gentleman 
is,  that  he  liv'd  in  Lincolnshire,  in  the  Time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  gave  us  the  firft  entire  Tranf- 
lation  of  Terence's  Comedies.  They  are  Six  in 
Number. 

Andrea,  Adelphi,  Eunuchur,  Heautmtirwrumems  y  He- 
cyra,  and  Phormio.  "Tis  worthy  Observation,  that 
Pitbfats  Teremius  was  a  Carthaginian  born,  and  brought 
a  Slave  to  Rome,  but  was  made  free  by  his  Patron- 
'Terent.  Seneca,  for  his  Wit,  he  having  found  the  beft 
Way  of  writing  Comedy.  The  Plots  of  his  Come- 
dies he  borrowed  from  the  Greeks,  the  Four  firft  from 
the  Comedies  of  Menander,  and  the  Two  laft  from 
Afolkdorus. 

Mr.  Echard  has  likewife  obliged  the  Publick  with 
a  Tranflation  of  this  Author. 


7!/fr.  THOMAS  BETTERTON. 

HIS  excellent  Tragedian  was  born  in  T'uttk- 
_  Street,  Weftminfler,  and  his  Father  was  under 
Cook  to  King  Charles  I.  When  he  arrived  to  Years 
fufficient,  he  was  bound  Apprentice  to  Mr.  Rhodes^ 
a  Bookfeller,  near  Charing-Crofs. 

What  prepared  him  for  the  Stage  was,  that  his 
Matter  ^o^.r,  having  been  Wardrobe-Keeper  to  the 
King's  Company  of  Comedians  in  the  Black-Fryars,gQt 
a  Licence  to  fet  up  a  Company  of  Players  in  the 
CofjL-P/t  in  Dmry-Laiie,  1659.  Mr.  Betterton  being 
at  the  Head  of  them.  He  was  about  Twenty  two 
Years  of  Age,  when  he  gaii/d  great  Applaufe  by  acting 

in 
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in  the  Loyal  Subjett,  the  Wild-Goofe-Chjfe,  the  Spanifh 
Curate,  &c.  Bat  while  he  was  thus  riling  under  his 
Mailer  Rhodes,  Sir  William  D'Avenant  obtaining  a 
Patent  of  King  Charles  II.  for  Erecting  a  Company, 
under  the  Name  of  the  Duke  of  York'/  Servants,  took 
Mr.  Betterton,  and  all  that  acted  under  Mr.  Rhodes, 
into  his  Company :  And  in  the  Year  1662,  opened 
his  Houfe  in  Lincoln  ^Inn-Fields. 

Mr.  Bettenon  making  now  the  foremoft  Figure  in 
Sir  William  D'Avenanfs  Company  among  the  Men, 
he  marry 'd  Mrs.  Saunderfon,  who  was  no  lefs  excel- 
lent among  the  Female-Players,  and  a  Virtuous 
Woman  :  But  notwithstanding  the  Iriduftry  of  the 
Patentee,  and  Managers,  the  King's  Houfe  then 
carry'd  the  Vogue  of  the  Town ;  and  the  Lincoln's- 
Inn-Fields  Houfe  being  not  fo  commodious,  the 
Players,  and  other  Adventurers,  built  a  much  more 
magnificent  Theatre  in  Dorfet  Gardens.  This  like- 
wife  proving  ineffectual,  they  endeavoured  to  divide 
the  Old  Houfe,  and  the  Animofities  of  the  Com- 
pany were  fo  well  improved,  as  to  produce  a  Uni- 
on betwixt  the  Two  Patents.  This  Union  conti- 
nuM  from  1682,  to  i<5p5,  when  the  A&ors  under 
the  united  Patents,  got  a  new  Licence  to  fet  up  a 
Play-Houfe  once  more  in  Lincoln^ Inn-Fields.  But 
when  the  Succefs  of  that  Company  began  to  give 
way  to  thelnduflry  of  the  other;  and  Mr.  Vanlrugh 
had  built  a  New  Theatre  in  the  Hay-Market^  Mr. 
Bettenon,  weary  of  the  Fatigues  and  Toil  ot  Go- 
vernment, delivered  his  Company  over  to  the  New 
Licence.  I  have  faid  thus  much  to  {hew  the  Prcgrefs 
and  Revolutions  of  the  Stage. 

He  liv'd  till  he  was  75  Years  of  Age ;  and  the 
Year  before  he  died,  1705).  the  Town  paid  a  parti- 
cular Deference  to  him,  by  making  his  Night  worth 
500  /,  He  was  buried  with  great  Decency  in  the 

C  a  Clovfter 
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Cloy  fie  r  of  Weftminfter  Abby,  and  his  Death  was 
equally  lamented  with  that  of  Rcfcim  the  great 
Roman  Comedian  :  Which  Mr.  Rove  prophetically 
foretold,  in  an  Epilogue  fpoken  by  Mrs.  Barry,  at 
his  laft  Benefit. 


has  been,  tho1  frefent  Praife  be  dumb, 
Shall  haply  be  a  Theme  in  Times  to  come, 
As  now  u'e  talk  of  R  o  s  c  i  u  s,  and  of  Rome. 

He  was  one  of  the  greateft  Players  we  ever 
in  England  ;  and  there  are  three  Dramatick  Pieces 
written  or  tranflated  by  him,  tho'  his  Modefty  was 
fo  great,  that  he  would  never  permit  them  to  be 
printed  in  his  Life  time. 

I.  'the  Woman  made  a  Juftice  ;  a  Comedy. 

II.  The  Unjufl  Judge,   or  Affim  a;  d  Virginia  ;  a 
Tragedy,  written  originally  by  Mr.  Webfter  ;  but 
revived  and  very  much  altered  by  Mr.  Betterton. 

III.  The  Amwom  Widow,  or  The  Wanton  Wife\  a 
Comedy,  a£ed  at  the  Theatre  Royal.     This  Play 
is  an  Improvement   of  Moliere's  George  Dandin,  or 
The  Wanton  Wife,    and  was  firfl  printed  from  Mr. 
Betterton3  s  Copy  in  the  Year  1710.     This  Play  is 
always  acted  with  great  Applaufe. 

C&%£&^^ 

Mrs.  FRANCES   BOOTHBY. 

THIS  Gentlewoman  liv'd  in  the  Time  of  King 
Charles  II.  fhe  writ  one  Play,  call'd, 
MARCELIA;  or  The  Treacherous  Friend  ;  a  Tra- 
gi-Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1  670,  and 
Dedicated  to  the  Honourable  the  LzdyYate  ofHar- 
•vwgton  in  the  County  of  Worcefter. 

*  Ro- 
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ROGER     BOYLE, 

r/  0f  Orrery. 


A  Nobleman  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  of  a 
difhnguifh'd  Character,  both  in  Arts  and 
Arms  ;  and  alfo  as  a  Poet  and  a  Patron.  He  has  pub- 
lifti'd  fix  Plays  in  Heroick  Verfe,  wherein  true  English 
Courage  is  exadly  delineated,  and  Morality  and 
Virtue  truly  illuftrated.  They  are  as  follow. 

L  'fhg  Black  Prince  ->  aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal> 
1672.  For  the  Story,  fe&Walfngham*  Hiflory  of 
England,  Wigornienjls  Chronicon,  Polyd.  Vergilii,  Flo- 
rentii  Monarch.  Froifard  Chron.  de  France  &  d'Angle- 
terre,  Englijl  Chronicles  in  the  Reign  of  King  Ed- 
ward IIL 

II.  TRYPHON  ,•  a  Tragedy,  a&ed  by  his  Royal 
HighneTs  the  Duke  of  fork's  Servants,  i<5y  2.    See 
the  £rfl  Book  of  Maccabees,  Jofefbus,  lib  1  3  .  Afpian  de 
Belli*  Syriacis,  &c. 

III.  HENRY   the  Fifth  ;    Aded   at  the  Duke  of 
York's  Theatre,  1677.    For  the  Plot  fee  the  Chro- 
nicles of  England  in  the  Reign  of  that  King,  and  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  VI.  in  the  French  Chronicles  ; 
as  "Jean  Juvenal  des  UrJins,Le  Hi  ft.  de  Charles  6.  Me^e- 
ray,  &c. 

IV.  M  us  TAP  HA;    a   Tragedy,    Acted  at   the 
Duke's  Theatre,  1677.     See  Thuanus,  lib.  12.  Tho. 
Anus  la  continuacon  de  la  Hi  ft.  des  Tourc's,  Knowlefs 
Turktjh  Hift.  &c. 

V.  GUZMAN;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  i  <5p3  .     The  Plot  of  this  Play  is  taken  from 
a  Romance  of  the  fame  Name. 

VI.  HEROD    the   Great  ;    a    Tragedy   printed 
For  the  Story  confult  Jofephus,  and  Herod's 

C  3  Life 
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Life  in  Caujjiris  Holy  Court.     This  Play  was  never 
afted. 

He    alfo    wrote    another   Play,     called    Mafler 

Anthony. 


.  SAMUEL  BRANDON. 


T 


HIS  Author  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  wrote  one  Play  only  ,•  called, 
The  Virtuous  O  CTAVI  A  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  prin- 
ted in  the  Year  1598.  This  Play  was  never  prefen- 
ted  on  the  Stage,  tho'  the  Author  and  others  had  a 
very  good  opinion  of  it.  The  Plot  is  taken  from 
P  hit  arch's  Life  of  Mark  Aatcny. 


.  NICHOLAS  BRETON. 

I 

AN  Author  who  writ  and  publifh'd  one  Inter^ 
lude  ;  call'd, 

"The  Old  Mans  Leffort,  and  Toung    Mans  Love  •>  a 
very  antient  Piece. 


.  ANTHONY   BREWER. 

THIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  He  wrote  two  Plays,  'viz,. 
1.  tl%e  Country  Girl  ;  a  Comedy,  aded  in  the  Year 
1647.  with  great  Applaufe.     This  Play  was  revived 
by  one  Leonard.,  1677.  under  the  Title  of  Country  In- 
me,  or  T'he  Chamber  Maid  turnd  Quaker. 

II. 
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II.  T*he  Love-Jick  King ;  an  Englifi  Tragical  Hiflo- 
j  with  the  Life  and  Death  of  Cartejmunda^  the 
fair  Nun  of  Wmchefter,  printed  1655.  This  Play 
\vas  alfo  revived  and  a<9:ed  at  the  King's  Theatre,  un- 
der the  Title  of  T'he  ferjur 'd  Nuny  Anno  1680.  For 
the  Story  fee  Speed,  Polyd.  Vergil,  Git.  Malms  b.  Ingul- 
fusy  Higden,  Du  Chefne,  &c. 


.  ALEXANDER  BROME. 

AN  Attorney  by  Profeflion,  and  a  Poet  in  the 
Royal  Caufe,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
He  wrote  one  Play;  call'd, 

7%e  Cunning  Lovers;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  by  their  Ma- 
jefties  Servants,  in  the  Year  1^54.  with  great  Appro- 
bation. Part  of  the  Plot  is  taken  from  the  Hiftory  of 
The  Seven  Wife  Mafters  of  R.ome.  See  alfo  The  For- 
tunate deceivd,  and  Unfortunate  Lovers,  a  Novel. 

Tho'  this  Gentleman  wrote  but  one  Play,  yet  he 
gave  the  World  a  Volume  of  Mr.  Richard  Erome's 
after  his  Peceafe. 


.  RICHARD  B  R  o  M  E. 

A  Servant  to  Ben.  Johnfon,  who  likewife  liv'd 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  In  imitation 
of  his  Matter,  he  ftudied  'Men  and  Humour  more 
than  Books  ;  and  his  Geniusleading  him  to  Comedy, 
he  wrote  himfelf  into  Reputation  that  way.  His 
Plots,  Mr.  Langlain  allows  to  be  his  own  ;  and  his 
Plays,  Fifteen  in  Number,  were  afted,  moft  of 
them,  with  good  Applaufe.  They  are  as  follow  ; 

C  4  I- 
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I.  NOVELLAS  a  Comedy,  aded  by  his  Majefty's 
Servants,  1632.     This  Play  exceeds  many  of  our 
Modern  Comedies. 

II.  The  Court  Beggar ;  a    Comedy,  aded  at  the 
Cockpit,  by  his  Majefty's  Servants,  1632. 

III.  Antipodes ;    a  Comedy,    acted  in  the  Year 
1538.  by  the  Queen's  Servants,  at  Salisbury  Court 
in  Fleet-ftreet. 

IV.  Afparagw  Gar  den ;  a  Comedy,  1640,     Dedi- 
cated to  the  Earl  otNe^caftle. 

V.  The  City  Wit,  or  The  Woman  -wears  the  Breeches ; 
a  Comedy,  1653. 

VI.  Damotfeu'e,  or  The  New  Ordinary,  a  Comedy, 
1653. 

VII.  The  Mad  Couple  veU  Match' d',  a  Comedy, 
1653.     This  Play  was  revived  by  the  Duke  of  Tork's 
Aftors,  under  the   Title  of  The  Debauchee,  or  The 
Credulous  Cuckold. 

VIII.  The  Jovial  Crew,  or  The  merry  Beggars  ',  a 
Comedy,  acted  by  his  Majefty's  Servants,  1653. 

IX.  The  Love-Jick  Court,  or  The  ambitions  Politick  j 
a  Comedy,  1658. 

X.  The  New  Academy,  or  The  New  Exchange ;  a 
Comedy,    1658. 

XI.  Ccvent  Garden  weeded,  or  The  Middlefex  Juftice 
of  Peace,  1658. 

XII.  The  Queens  Exchange-,  a  Comedy,  a&edwith 
general  Applaufe,  by  his  Majefty's  Servants  at  Black- 
jryars. 

XIII.  Quern  and  Concubine-,    a   Comedy,  i<5$p. 

XIV.  The  Englijh   Moor,  or   The  mock  Marriage  ; 
a  Comedy,  acted  by  her  Majefly's  Servants. 

XV.  The   Northern  Lafs,   or   A  Neft  of  Fools  -,  a 
Comedy,  acted  with  great  Applaufe  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  1663.     And  is  commended  by  Ben.  Johnfon, 
jn  thefe  Lines  : 

And 
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oU)  Dick,  db  my  Arts  with  good  Apptaufet 

hich  you  have  juftly  gained  jrom  the  Stave. 
By  obferuation  of  t/joje  Comtek  Laws 

I,  your  Mafter,  fi,ft  did  teach  the  Age. 


Brome  likewife  join'd  with   Tho.  Haytuood,  in 
a  Play  call'd  The  Lancashire  Witches. 


.  RUBEN  BOURNE. 

i 

A  Gentleman  late  of  the    Temple,  having  one 
Play  in  Print,  under  the  Title  ot, 
The  Contented  Cucksld,  or    The  Woman  s   Advocate, 
1692.     This  Play  was  never  reprefented  on  the 
Theatre. 


.  HENRY  BURKHEAD. 

THIS    Author   liv'd   in   the  Reign  of   King 
Charles  I.  being  then  a  Merchant  of  Bnftol. 
He  wrote  one  Play  j  call'd, 

C  o  i  A'S  Fury)  or  L  Y  R  E  N  D  A'J  flft/ery  ;  a  Tra- 
gedy, printed  1645,  and  Dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Edward  Somerfet,  Lord  Herbert.  The 
$ubjed:  of  this  Play,  is  the  Irijh  Rebellion,  which 
broke  out  in  the  Year  1641.  This  Tragedy  was 
never  a&ed. 


Mr. 
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.  B  u  R  N  A  B  Y. 

A  Gentleman  of  the  Inner  Temple,  whom,  I  am 
informed,  had  a  Univerfity  Education.     He 
has  writ  three  Plays. 

I.  Love  betray* d,  or  T'he  agreeable  Dtf appointment ;  a 
Comedy. 

II.  7 be  Modijh  Husband ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1702. 

III.  fhe  Ladies  Vifiting  Day  -y  a  Comedy. 


HENRY  BURN  EL,  Efq, 

AN  Irifh  Gentleman,  that  liv'd  »n  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  I.  who  writ  the  following  Play. 
LANDGARTHA;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded  at  the 
New  Theatre  in  Dublin,  with  very  good  Applaufe, 
1641.  The  Author  introduced  this  Play  with  a  Pro- 
logue fpcken  by  an  Amazon,  having  a  Battle-Ax  in 
her  Hand,  to  fecure  its  Succefs,  in  imitation  of  Ben. 
jfohnfotz,  whom  he  ftiles  the  beft  of  Englijh  Poets. 
The  Plot  is  founded  on  the  Conqueft  of  Fro,  King 
of  Suevia,  by  Regner,  King  of  Denmark  ;  with  the 
J^epudiation  of  Landgartha,  Queen  to  Regner.  See 
jirantz,ius,  lib.  4.  c.  6.  Jo.  Magnus,  lib.  17.  c.  4,  $. 
Saxo.  Gramat,  lib.  $. 


Lady 
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V«V'' 

tA^-vA* 


c. 


ELIZABETH  C  A  R  E  \v. 

THIS  Lady,  who  livM  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  wrote  one  Play  ;  called, 
MARIAM,  the  Fair  Queen  of  Jury  ;  a  Tragedy, 
printed   1613.     The  Play  is  well  writ,  confidering 
thofe  Times  j  but  there  is  another  Tragedy   fmce 
written  on  the  fame  Subjed,  call'd  Herod  and  Man- 
amne.     The  Plot  is  taken  from  Jofephus,  lib.  iq 
15.  Salian.  torn.  6.  A.M.  4012.  &c.  Torniel  torn.  2. 


THOMAS  CAREVV. 


MR.  C^r^ru  was  a  Courtier  and  Favourite  of 
King  Charles  I.  being  Gentleman  of  the  Bed 
Chamber  to  that  Prince  j   he  composed  a  Mafque  ; 
call'd, 

Calum  Britannicum  -,  perform'd  by  the  King,  the 
Duke  of  Lenox,  the  Earls  of  DemBJbircy  Holland,  an4 
others  of  the  Nobility,  in  the  Banqueting  Houfe  at 
Whitehall,  in  the  Year  1  63  3  .  Mr.  7&»ry  Laves  fet 
the  Mufickupon  this  Occafion.  He  was  a  Gentle- 
man of  a  great  deal  of  Wit,  but  guilty  of  Extra- 
vagancy in  his  Poems  (of  which  he  publifhM  a 
Volume,  fince,  feveral  times  reprinted)  as  appears 

by  this  Stanza  writ  to  him,  by  Sir  William  D'Avenam. 
• 

Thy 
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Wits  chief  Virtue  if  become  its  Vice ; 
For  every  Beauty  thou  haft  rais'dfo  high, 
That  now  coarfe  Faces  carry  fuch  a  Price, 
As  mufl  undo  a  Lover  that  would  buy. 


LODOWICK  CARLELL,  Efq; 

THIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Time  of  both 
King  Charles  the  Firfi:  and  Second  ;  he  was  an 
old  Courtier,  and  pofleft  the  Place  of  Groom  of  the 
Privy  Chamber,  and  others.  He  publifti'd  Six 
Plays. 

I.  ARVIRAGUS  and  PHILICIA.J  a  Tragi- 
Comedy,  in  two  Parts,  a&ed  in  Black-friars,  by  .his 
Ma  jetty's  Servants,  1(539.  This  PJay  was  iince  re- 
viv'd  :  with  a  new  Prologue,  writ  by  Mr.  Dry  den. 
For  the  Story  fee  Geof.  Monmouth,  lib.  4.  c.  i<5.  Pol. 
Vergil,  lib.  2.  Matth.  Weft :,  fag.  93.  Graf  ton,  part  7. 
fag.  77. 

IL  T'he  Paffionate  Lover,  in  two  Parts  j  a  Tragi-Co"- 
inedy,  aded  before  the  King  and  Queen  at  Somerfet- 
Imtfe,  165$.  And  Dedicated  to  the  Illuftrious  Prin- 
cefs  Mary,  Dutchefs  of  Richmond  and  Lenox. 

III.  fhe  Fool  would  be  a  Favourite,  or  fhe  Difcreet 
Lover;   1657.  aded  by  the  Queen's  Servants,   with 
general  Applaufe. 

IV.  OSMOND  the  Great  Turk,  or  T'be  Nolle  Ser- 
vant ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  by  the  Queen's  Majefty's 
Servants,  1657.     The  Action  of  this  Play,   is  the 
taking  of  Ccvftantinopley  in  the  Year  1453.  See  Knolleis 
Turk.  Hifl.  in  the  Life  of  Mahomet,  BandeUos  Novels, 
torn.  i.   Hifl.   2.  Lip  fit  Monita,  lib.  2.  cap.  i.  Anus  h 
Contin.  de  I'Hfi.  fas  Turc$y  lib.  1 1 . 

V. 
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V.  tfhe  Defacing   Favourite  ;    a    Tragi-Comedy, 
a&ed  by  the  King's  Servants  1659.  with  very  great 
Applaufe. 

VI.  HERACLIUS,  Emperor  of  the  Eafl  ;  a  Tra- 
gedy, Printed  in  the   Year   1664.     This  is  only  a 
Tranflation  of  a  French  Play,  writ  by  Monfieur  Cor- 
neille,    and  was  never   acted.     See  Zouar,  Baroniusy 
&c. 

The  Author  has  thefe  Lines  in  his  Prologue,  as 
an  Excufe  for  his  Tranflation. 

AH  things  have  proper  Idioms  of  their  own, 
I'heir  Elegance  in  ours  is  hardly  flown  ; 
T'his,  but  a  Copy,  and  allfuch  go  left, 
Great  Beauties  may  be  alter3  d  by  the  Drefs. 

And  the  following  Diftich  {hows  his  Opinion  of 
Tranflations  in  general. 

* 

1*kofe  who  T'ranjlate,  hope  but  a  Labourer  s  Praife, 
9tfisfuch  O6  can  Invent,  deferve  the  Bays. 


.  JAMES  CARLILE. 

THIS  Author  was  firfl  a  Player  ;   he  quitted 
the  Stage  in  his  Youth,  and  ferv'd  in  the  Irijh 
Wars  under  King  William  III,  where  he  loft  his  Life 
in  the  Bed  of  Honour.     He  wrote  a  Play  j  call'd, 

T^he  Fortune  Hunters,  or  Two  Fools  weU  met  ;  a 
Comedy,  1689.  Afted  by  his  Majefty's  Servants 
with  great  Applaufe. 


Mr. 
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Mr.    RICHARD  CARPENTER. 

A   N   Author  that  liv'd  in  the  latter  end  cf  the 
Reign  of  King  James  I.     He  wrote  one  Play  ; 
call'd, 

The  Pragmatical.  Jefuri  new  Leaven  d ;  a  Play  ten- 
ding to  Morality  and  Virtue  j  the  Author  was  flip- 
pos'd  to  be  a  Divine. 


Mr.  GEORGE  GARTWRIGHT. 

HIS  Gentleman  liv'd  at  Fulham,  and  obliged 
the  World  with  one  Play  ;  call'd, 
Heroick  JLo've,  or  The  Infanta  of  Spain ;   a  Tragedy, 
printed  1661,  and  Dedicated  to  King  Charles  II. 


.  WILLIAM  CART  WRIGHT. 

A  Gentleman,  eminent  for  Learning  and  Loyalty  ; 
brought  up  a  King's  Scholar  at  Eton,  under 
Dr.  Olbafton^  and  chofe  Student  of  Chrift-chUrch 
College  in  Own,  where  he  took  his  Degrees '  of 
Batchelor  and  Matter  of  Arts  :  In  the  Year  1643, 
he  was  chofen  Proctor,  and  admitted  by  the  Uni- 
verfity  in  April,  but  died  the  Winter  following,  la- 
mented by  all  that  knew  him.  He  was  an  excellent 
Orator,  and  an  admirable  Poet,  which  Cicero, 
with  all  his  Pains,  could  never  attain  to.  He  was 
expert  in  the  Latin,  Greek,  French  and  Italian  Lan- 
guages ;  was  extreme  modeft  in  his  Behaviour,  and 
beautiful  in  his  Perfon  ,•  was  beloved  of  Majefty  ; 

and 
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and  admir'd  not  only  by  his  Acquaintance,  but 
Strangers.  Ben.  Jchnfon  call'd  him  his  Son  :  And 
Bi&op  Fell  gives  him  the  higheft  Praife,  in  faying, 
He  was  the  utmoft  that  Man  could  come  to.  He  writ 
four  Plays. 

I.  The  Siege,  or  Love's  Convert,    a  Tragi-Comedy, 
1651.     Dedicated  to  King  Charles  I.     The  Story  of 
Mifander  and  Leucatia,  is  founded  on  that  of  Paufa- 
ni<M  and  Cleomce,  in  Plutarch's  Life  of  Cymon  -,    and 
other  Parts  from  Boccace's  Novels. 

II.  The  Royal  Slave  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,   perform'd 
by  the  Students  of  Chrift-cburch  College,  Oxon.  1651. 
Dr.  Busby,  late  Schoolmafter  of  Wefiminfter,  afted  a 
chief  Parr,  approving  himfelf  a  fecond  Rofcius ;  for 
he,   with  the  reft  of  his  Fellow-Undents,  exceeded 
the   Performance  of  the  Players   at  Ham f ton-Court. 
This  Play,  by  the  Noblenefs  of  the  Stile,  and  Ex- 
cellency of  the  Songs,  with  the  fine  Scenes,  and  ad- 
mirable Performance,   was  efteerrui  the  beft  that 
had  been  reprefented  in  the  laft  Age. 

III.  The  Ordinary,    a  Comedy,  1657.      Part  °^  tne 
Firft  Ad  of  this  Play,  is  inferred  as  a  Love  Dialogue, 
in  a  BOOK  called  Wits  Interpreter,  p.  Si. 

IV.  The  Lady  En  ant,    a  Tragi-Comedy,    1657. 
This  was  efteem'd  a  good  Play. 

Thefe  Plays  are  printed  with  his  Poems  in  8vo. 
where  moft  of  the  vVTits  of  the  Univer/ity  appear 
with  Copies  of  Verfes,  to  mew  the  great  Efteem 
they  had  for  the  Author. 


Mrs.  SUSANNA  CENT  LIVRE. 


'"P 


HIS  Gentlewoman,  now  living,  is  Daughter 
of  one  Mr.  Freeman,  late  of  Holbeach,  in  Lincoln- 
Ye,  who  married  a  Daughter  of  Mr.  Marham,  a 

Gentle- 
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Gentleman  of  a  good  Eftate  at  Lynn  Regis,  in  the 
County  of  Norfolk.  There  was  formerly  an  Eftate  in 
the  Family  of  her  Father ;  but  he  being  a  Diflenter, 
and  a  zealous  Parliamentarian,  was  fo  very  much  per- 
fecuted  at  theReftoration,  that  he  was  neceflitated  to 
fly  into  Ireland,  and  his  Eftate  was  confifcated  :  Nor 
was  the  Family  of  her  Mother  free  from  the  Seve- 
rities of  thofe  Times,  they  being  likewife  Parliamen- 
tarians. Her  Education  was  in  the  Country ;  and 
her  Father  dying  when  fhe  was  but  three  Years  of 
Age  ,*  and  her  Mother  not  living  till  fhe  was  twelve, 
what  Improvements  fhe  has  made,  have  been  meerly 
by  her  own  Induftry  and  Application.  She  was  mar- 
ried before  the  Age  of  Fifteen,  to  a  Nephew  of  Sir 
Stephen  Fox.  This  Gentleman  Jiving  with  her 
but  a  Year,  fhe  afterwards  married  Mr.  Carrol, 
an  Officer  in  the  Army  :  And  furvived  him 
likewife,  in  the  fpace  of  a  Year  and  half.  She  is 
fince  married  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Cent  Livre,  Yeoman  of 
the  Mouth  to  hisprefent  Majefty.  She  was  inclined 
to  Poetry  when  very  Young,  having  compos'd  a 
Song  before  fhe  was  Seven  Years  old.  She  has  wrote 
Fifteen  Plays ;  her  Talent  is  Comedy,  particularly  in 
the  Contrivance  of  the  Plots  and  Incidents,-  the 
Conduct  and  Beauty  of  which,  are  fufficiently  re- 
commended by  Sir  Richard  Steele,  in  one  of  the  Spec- 
tator's. Her  Dramatick  Pieces  are  as  follow  : 

I.  "fhe  Perjurd  Hmband ;  a  Tragedy,   A&ed  at 
the  Theatre   Royal,    1702.    Dedicated  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Bedford. 

II.  "The  Beau's  Duel,   or  A  Soldier  for  the  Ladies,  a 
Comedy,  a<5ted  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincolm- Inn-Fields  y 
Dedicated  to  Mr.  Brown  of  Stocking- Hall,  1703. 

III.  The  Stolen  Heirefs,   or  'the  Salamancha  Doctor 
out-fitted)  a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted  at   the  Theatre 
in  Lincoln*- Inn-Fields,  1704.  Dedicated  to  Sir  Stafford 
Fiiirbourne. 

IV.  72* 
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IV.  7?;e  Gumefler  ;  a  Comedy,    a  deal  ar  tlic  The- 
atre in  tincobu-Imt-Fieldfy     1704.       Dedicated  to 
George  Earl  ot  Hnirt.»%d-.n.      This    Play   j$  an    im- 
prov'd  Translation   or"  one  under  the  lame  Title  in 
French^  and  appeared  on  ihe  b:age  \v-i!i  good   A 
plaufe. 

V.  The   Baffi-t  ?'alk>   a  Cway.  at  the 
Theatre   Royai  in    Dnt,-)-lau\     Dedicated  to  the 
Lord  Ahham. 

VI.  foM;*  Owtni'Wc,   or   Z?  I\ldian  mxfyre  hi  \ 
a,    Comedy,    aft^d   in    Dniry-lane,    1705.    Dedica- 
ted to  the  late  Earl  of  Dorjst.     This  is  a  1'ranila- 
tion  from  Mdie;e. 

VII.  £o^  #*  «  Venture  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
Bath,  1706.  Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

VIII.  T/;6-  5/f/y  Budy  ;   a  Comsdy,    acted  at   the 
Theatre  Royal,,  1708.  Dedicated  to  the  late  Lord 
Sowers.     This  Play  was  acted  widi  very   great  Ap- 

plaufe. 

IX.  MAR-PLOT,  tbs  Secexd  Part  of  the  Bufy  B^dy* 
aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  lyop.    Dedicated  to 
the  Earl  of  Portland. 

X-  T*he  Perplex  d  Lovers  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1710.  Dedicated  to  Sir  Henry 
Furnace. 

XL  The  Platcnick  Lady>  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal',  1711. 

XII.   The  Mans  bc-^itdj3.^  or  'lie  Devil  to  do  about 
her  ;  a  Comedy,  aac  i  r>    the  Theatre  in  the 
Afarket,   1712.  DedidUdi  to  the  Duke  of 


XIII.  'The  ffiiT.dir,  Afo^iKan  keeps  a  Secret  ;  a  Co- 
medy. a<5ted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-lane, 
1714.    Dedicated   to   his  Royal    Highnefs    George, 
Prince  of  Wales.     Tins  Play  had  very  good  Succcis 

XIV.  Tfje  C;i*lGtft,  or  Jfe  ^^/  Refeatrnmt  ;  a 
Traeedy,  aaed  at  tae  Theatre  Royal,  17-16.    For 

D  the 
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the  Story  of  this  Play,  fee  Sigifmonda  and  Guifcarda, 
a  Novel  of  Boccace. 

XV.  A  Bold  Stroke  for  a  Wife  ;  a  Comedy  afted 
at  the  Theatre  in  Lincolns-Im-  Fields,  1717.  Dedica- 
ted to  the  Duke  of  WJoarton. 

Bciides  thefe  Plays,  fhe  has  writ  three  Farces. 

I.  Bicker  flaff's  Burying^  or  Work  for  the  Upholders. 

II.  The  Gotham  Eletlion. 

III.  A  U^ife  ixettmanagd. 

But  they  were  neither  of  them  prefented  on  the 
Stage. 


Mr.  ROBERT  CHAMBERLAIN. 

AN  Author  that  liv'd  in  the  Time  of  King 
Charles  I.     He  wrote  one  Playj 
The  Swaggering  Damfel  ;  a  Comedy,  printed  in  the 
Year  1640.    "Tis  uncertain  whether  this  Play  was 
ever  acted. 


,Mr.  WILLIAM  CHAMBERLAIN. 

THIS  Author  liv'd  at  Shaftesbury,  in  Dorfetjhire, 
in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  He  was  an 
old  Cavalier,  and  by  Profeffion  a  Doctor  of  Phyiick. 
He  writ  but  one  Play  ;  call'd, 

Lwes  Victory  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  1^58.  Dedi- 
cated to  Sir  William  Ponman.  This  Play  was  com- 
pos'd  during  the  inteftine  Troubles ;  and  the  Powers 
then  in  being,  having  fupprefs'd  the  Stage,  it  was 
not  acted  'till  the  Year  1678,  when  it  appeared  and 
was  adted  under  a  new  Title  j  call'd>  The  Wits  led 
the  Noft>  or  A  Poet's  Revenge. 

Mr. 
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jl/fr.  GEORGE  CHAPMAN. 


A 


Poet  that  flouriuVd  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  y  and  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Barnes  I.  He  was  an  Intimate  of  Ben.  Johnfons, 
and  was  carefs'd  by  the  foremoft  Poetick  Writers  of 
that  Age.  He  was  extremely  valued  by  all  his  Ac- 
quaintance y  particularly  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Middle-Tempk  and  Lincoln's-  Inn,,  at  whofe  Requeft  he 
wrote  a  Mafque  on  the  Occaiion  of  the  Marriage 
between  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  only  Daughter  to 
King  James  I,  and  Frederick  V.  Count  Palatine  of 
the  Rhine,  afterwards  King  of  Bohemia.  His  Dra-* 
matick  Performances  are  ,• 

I.  All  Fools  ;  a  Comedy  prefented  at  Black-fryars, 

1605.  This    was  accounted    an    excellent    Play 
in  thofe  Days,   and  was  acted  before  King  James, 
It  is  built  on   "Terences  Heautontimorumenos,  or  Self- 
Denyer. 

II.  Eaftiuard  Hoe  ;  a  Comedy,   like  wife  aded  in 
the  Black-fry  ars,  1605.     This  Play  was  written  by 
Mr.  Chapman,   Ben.  Johnfon,  and  Mr.  Marfton,  who 
engag'd  in  a  Triumvirate  :  And  Mr.  late,  fome  time 
fince,  revived  it,  under  the  Title  of  Cuckold*  Have;?. 

III.  T'he  Gentleman  U/Jjer  ;    a  Comedy,  printed  in 

1606.  This  Play  merits  very  little  Commendation, 
and  'tis  very  uncertain  whether  it  was  ever  a&ed. 

IV.  Maifewr  D'O  LIVE;  a  Comedy,  often  afted 
with  Succefsj   at  the  Theatre  in  the  Black-fryars, 
1606. 

V.  T'be  Confpiracy,  and  Tragedy  of  Charles,  Duke  of 
Biron,  Marjhal  of  France.     Two  Plays,  itfoS.  a<flecl 
in  the  Black-fryars,  and  Dedicated  to  Sir   Thomas 
Walfmgham*     For  the  Story,  fee  Davila's  Hift.  of 

2  Francf, 
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France,  Me^eray,  and  other  F>cmh  Chronicles,  in  the 
Time  of  King  Henry  IV  of  France. 

VI.  May-Day  ;  a  witty  Comedy,   aded  feveral 
times  at  the  B  lack-fry  ars,    1611. 

VII.  'fheWidoufs  Tears  \  a  Comedy,  1612  ;  Plot 
from  Petronim  Arbiter.     See  alib  The  Ephefian  Matron. 

VIII.  Bujfy  d'AMBOis  bis  Revenge;    a   Tragedy, 
aded  at  the  private  Houfe  in  the  White-fry  ars,  1613. 
Dedicated  to  Sir  Thomas  Howard.     This  Play  was 
not  aded  with  that  Applaufe,  as  mofl  of  the  other 
Dramatick  Works  of  this  Poet. 

IX.  The  Temple;  a  Mafque,  1614.  This  was  the 
Mafque  prefented  at  Court  before  the  King,  at  the 
Celebration  of  the  Nuptials  of  Count  Palatine  of 
the  Rhine,  and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  ;  Mr.  Inigo  Jones 
ordering  the  Machines  and  Decoration  of  the  Scenes- 

X.  Two  Wife  Men,  and  all  the  reft  Fools  ;    a  Co- 
medy, aded  feveral   times,    i<5ip.     The  Prologue 
and  Epilogue   of  this  Play  are  writ  in  Profe.    Mr. 
Langbain,  in  his  Remarks  on  this  Play,   takes  notice, 
that  it  exceeds,  in  the  number  of  Ads,  any  Play 
whatever,  it  extending  to  feven;  which  is  contrary 
to  the  Rule  of  *  Horace. 


minor,  neu  Jit  quinto,  froduElior 
Fab  ula,  qua  pofci  wilt  &  Sf  eel  at  a  reponi. 

XI.  C  JE  s  A  R  and  P  o  M  p  E  Y  ;   a  Tragedy,  1631. 
Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Middlefex.     The  Story  is 
to  be  found  in  Suetoniws  Life  of  Julim   Cxfar,  Plu- 
tarch, Veil.  Paterculus,  Florm,  Dion,  Lucan,  &c. 

XII.  Revenge  for   Honour;    a  Tragedy,    1654. 

XIII.  AL- 


*  Ds  Artc  Poetica. 
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XIII.  ALPIIONSUS,     Entferor    of   Gcrmd,:,  .;    .1 
Tragedy,  acted  with  great  Applaud-  at  the  private 
Houfe  in  BliicL-jryars,  1654.   Plot  from  Chnn.  dc  Re- 

Gerpianicis.     See  alfo    Reynolds   on  the   Palfions, 
ty'sHiR.  of  Man.  Mariana  de  Rtb.  Hi  ft.  liL  13.  /. 
10,  £c. 

XIV.  Humor  OHI  Days  Mirth  ;    A  P  leaf  ant  Cumedy. 
This  Play  was    afted  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham's 
Servants. 

XV.  £3$   d'A  M  B  o  i  s  E  ;    a    Tragedy,     prc- 
fented  at  St.  Paul's,  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  I. 
and  iince  at  the  Theatre  Royal  with  good  Applaufc. 
The  Plot  is  taken  from  the  French  Chron.    Hen.  III. 
T'huanmy  De  Serres  &  Re/Jets  Hi  ft.  'Trag.  de  notre  Temps. 
Hift.  1  7-  p.  363- 

XVI.  The  Blind  Beggar  of  Alexandria  ;  a  Comedy, 
neither  divided  into  Ads  nor  Scenes,     This  is  (aid 
to  be  pubiifh'd  in  15^8  ;  and  if  fo,  it  is  the  Author's 
foil  Play. 

This  Author  laid  down  for  a  Rule.,  that  a  Moral 
ought  to  be  the  Foundation  of  a  Play  ;  Inftruc~tion 
being  the  chief  Defign  of  a  Poet.  And  be/Ides  his 
Dramatick  Works,  he  tranflated  all  Homer  ^  viz..  his 
liiiads^  Od}jJeSy  and  his  Batracomyomachia,  or  "The  Battle 
of  the  Frogs  and  Mice  :  And  Hefiod,  and  Muf^m, 
which  were  efleem'd  well  done  in  the  Infancy  of 
Tranflation. 


Mr.  C  o  L  L  E  Y  GIBBER, 

AN   excellent  Player,  as  well  as  an   Author; 
he  is  of  Foreign  Extraction,   his  Father  being 
a  Native  of  Holftein,    and  a  famous  Scat;  IMP/,  which 
recommended  him  to  King  Ch  .:.  /-    II.     He  was  ear- 
ly, by  his  Fancy,   led  to  the  Stage,  but  he  did  not 
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make  any  confide rable  Figure  there,  till  the  Divifion 
of  the  Houfes,  when  he  at  once  exerted  both  the 
Poet  and  the  Player.  He  has  naturally  a  good 
fhare  of  Wit,  an  uncommon  Vivacity,  and  a  great 
deal  of  Humour ;  and  thefe  are  very  much  improved 
by  the  Converfation  he  enjoys,  which  is  the  belt. 
He  has  publifh'd  Fifteen  Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  Loves  lafl  Shift,  or  'The  Fool  in  Fajhion  ;  a   Co- 
medy,   aded   at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1696.     The 
Part  of  Sir  Novelty  Fa/hion,  which   the  Author  per- 
form'd  himfelf  in  this  Play,  very  much  increas'd  his 
Reputation.     This   PJay  is  Dedicated  to  Richard 
Norton,  of  Southwell,  Efq;  And  the  Author  afliires 
his  Patron  that  the  Play  is  entirely  his  own  ;  neither 
the  Plot  nor  any  Expreflions   being  borrowed  from 
either  the  Dead  or  Living.     The  Criticks  allow  the 
Plot  to  be  new  and  admirable,    but   founded  on 
an    Improbability,   viz,,  on  Lovelefs's  not   knowing 
his  Wife  :  And  as  for  the  Characters,  they  will  have 
it,   that  Sir    Novelty  Snap,    Narcijfa   and  the  elder 
Worthy,  feem  Copies  of  Sir  Fopling,  Jerry  in  Love  for 
Love,  Setter  in  the  Old  Batchelor,  &c. 

II.  Woman's  Wit,  or  The  Lady  in  Fafhion;    a  Co- 
medy, afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,    1697.     This 
flay  is  inferior,  in  Reputation,  to  the  former,  feveral 
of  the  Characters  being  borrowed.     The  Character 
of  Rakijh,  Father  and   Son,    with  the  Plot  of  their 
Walk,  are  taken  in  a  great  meafure  from  the  Fortune 
Hunters',    from   Otuays  Dare  Devil',   and  from  Sir 
TWWM  Revel  and  his  Son,  in  Greenwich  Park. 

Hi.  XERXES;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
in   Lr>.cdm~  Inn-Fields,    by    his    Majefly's  Servants, 

1699- 

IV-  Love  makes  a  Man,  or  The  Fops  Fortune  ;  a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln*- Lin-Fields, 
with  Succefs.  It  is  partly  taken  from  two  of 
Fletcher's  Plays,  via,  The  Cufaw  of  the  Country,  and 
Elder  Brother,  V.  The 
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V.  T'he  Garelefs   Husband ;   a  Comedy,    acted  at 
the   Theatre  Royal  ;    Dedicated  to  the   Duke   of 
Argyle.     This  Play  was    afted    with    very   great 
Applaufe;  and  *cis  reported  that  he  had  fome  Af- 
fiftance  in  it  from  his  Patron  and  Mr.  M..        ,ing. 

VI.  f  he  Ladies  lafl  Stake,  or  The  Wives  ReJ( 
went  -,  a  Comedy,  ad:ed  at  the  Queen's  Theatre  in 
the  Hay-market,  Dedicated  to  the  Marquis  of  Kent. 

VII.  The  Comical  Lovers  ;    a  Comedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  in  Drury-lane. 

VIII.  She  woud,  andjhe  woud  not,  or  The  kind  Im- 
f  oft  or  ;  a  Comedy,    acted  at  the   Theatre  Royal, 
1705.  Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 

IX.  fhe-  Rival  Fools ;   a   Comedy,   acted   at  the 
Theatre  Royal.  This  Play  met  with  but  indifferent 
.Succefs 

X.  PEROLLA    and   I  z  A  D  o  R  A  ;    a   Tragedy,, 
acted   at   the  Theatre  Royal,  1706.  Dedicated  to 
Charles  Earl  of  Orrery. 

XL  The  Double  Gallant ;  or  T'he  Sick  Lady's  Cure  ; 
a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  in  the  Hay-market. 
Part  of  this  Play  is  borrowed  from  Mrs.  Cent  Livris 
Love  at  a  Venture. 

XII.  T'he  Nonjuror',    a   Comedy,    acted   at   the 
Theatre  Royal,    1717.    Dedicated  to   the  King. 
This  Play  v/as  acted  for  near  three  Weeks  together, 
with  great  Applaufe.    The  Coquet  in  this  Play  is  a 
very  fine  Character,  and  the  grsateft  part  of  it  new ; 
but   the   Character  of  the  Non-Juror  feems  to  be 
taken  from  Moliere's  Tartuf}*  and  the  Tranllation 
call'd  the  Englijh  Puritan  ;  acted  in  the  beginning  of 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II. 

XIII.  T'he  School-Boy  -,   a  Farce,  of  two  Ads. 

XIV.  VENUS  and  ADONIS;  a  Mafque. 

XV.  MYRTILLOJ  a  Paftoral  Interlude. 
Befides  thefe,   Mr.  Cibber  has  produc'd  another 

Play,  call'd  The  Heroick  Daughter  ;  a  Tragedy.  This 

D  4  Play 
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Play  has  been  ?<3-:d,  Ivr.  was  never  printed.     It  is 
the  CID  of  Ccn?r*!!e  u:1   f!  t-. 


ASTON   Co  c  K  A  i  N. 


A 


Gentleman  of  an  ancient  Family,  who,  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  liv'd  at  dfikourn 
in  De;-byjhire,  where  he  had  a  fine  Scat.  -  He  was 
educated  at  Trinity  Col/cge,  Cambridge;,  and  about  the 
Age  of  twenty  four.,  he  travelled  into  Frame  and 
Italy  :  And  being  very  much  inclined  to  Poetical 
Studies  ;  he  left  (among  feveral  other  Pieces)  three 
Plays  and  a  Mafque. 

I.  A  Mafque  performed  at  Bertbie  in  Derby/hire^ 
1639.    before  the    Right    Honourable  "Philify  £rf| 
Earl  of  Che/lev  field. 

II.  7/fe  (-G  lunate  Latly,  a   Comedy,  1058.     This 
Play  is  an  Lruuuiou  of-  The  very  Woman,  written  by 


III.  TRAPPOLI v  jfdpptfd  a    Prime  ;    a  Tragi- 
Comedy,  1658.     The  Plot  of  this  Play  is  taken  from 
Trapoleu  cwdxlo  Princ'pes    an  Italian  Tragi-Comedy, 
which  the  Author  law  aded  at  Venice.     It  was  re- 
vi</d    by  Dufety  after  the    Reftpration  ;  and  iince 
by  Mr.  Tote,  being  a&ed  in  Dorfet   Garden,  1685. 

I V.  OVID'S   Tragedy,    1669.     Part  of  this  £l ay 
is  taken  from  Qvid's  Elegies,  and  part  from  Jl  Atbe- 
ifto  Fulmiiiato,    an    Indian   Play  j    particularly,    the 
P:;fi,i?-c  of  Hannibal's  invitine  the   dead  Carcafs  of 

o 

jflefoidiw  to  Supper ;  and  on  which  Foundation  the 
Cataftrophe  of  the  Libertine  is  built. 

Mr,  IWnftamly  and  Mr.  Philips,  place  to  this 
Author  T^/T; /fo.f,  and  ^lyfamitai  Government,  tho7,  'cis 
fupposM,  they  were  none  cf  his,  Theie  arc  all 
printed  with  his  Poems  in -8^0. 

WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM   CONGREVE, 


I 
JL 


HIS  Gentleman  is  defcendcd  from  the  very 
ancient  Family  of  the  Congreves,  of  Congrcve 
In  the  County  of  Stafford  j  and  he  is  the  only  furvi- 
ving  Son  of:  William  Cot/grew,  Efq;  who  was  fecond 
Son  to  Richard  Cougreve,  ot  Congreve  and  Stretton  in 
the  faid  County,  Efq;  He  was  born  at  a  Place 
jcall'd  Bardfdy  not  far  from  Leeds  in  York/fare;  being 
a  part  of  the  Eftate  of  Sir  JJm  Lenis,  his  Great 
Uncle  by  his  Mother's  Side. 

His  Father  being  a--  younger  Brother,  his  Affairs 
and  Command  in  the  Army  carried  him  into  Ire- 
land, when  Mr.  Congreve  was  very  Young,  by  which 
means  he  had  his  Education,  as  to  Humane  Lear- 
ning, in  the  great  School  or  College  of  Kilkenny, 
and  the  University  'of  Dublin  $  from  whence  retur- 
ning into  England  foon  after  the  Revolution,  he  was 
enter'd  into  the  Society  of  the,  Middle  Temple,  where 
he  began  the  Study  of  the  Law  ;  but  did  not  make 
fo  great  a  Progrefs  as  ever  to  be  call'd  to  the  Bar. 
"  -And,  as  a  certain  Author  has  obferv'd,  'M.r.Cengreve 
was  of  top  delicate  a  Tafte,  had  Wit  of  too  fine 
<c  a  turn  to  be  long  pleas'd  with  a  crabbed  unpala- 
table Study  ,•  in  which  the  laborious  dull  plod- 
ding Fellow  generally  excells  the  more  fprightly 
and  vivacious  Wit  ,*  This  concurring  with  im  na- 
tural Inclinations  to  Poetry,  diverted  him 
from  the  Bar  to  the  declining  Sta^e,  whicli  then 

c.  '  ,  i     j 

flood  in  need  of  iiich  a  Supf  ort  ;  and  from 
IC  whence  the  Town  jnflly  received  him  as  &*»*J 
"  other  Hope. 

Mr.  Congreve,  notwithfianding   he   has  juftly  ac- 
the  greateft  Reputation  in  Draraaiick  Wri- 

ting^ 
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tings,  is  fo  far  from  being  puff  'd  up  with  Vanity 
(a  Failing  in  moft  Authors  of  Excellency)  that  he 
abounds  with  Humility  and  good  Nature.  He  does 
not  fhewfo  much  the  Poet  as  the  Gentleman;  he  is 
ambitious  of  few  Praifes,  tho'  he  deferves  numerous 
Encomiums ,•  he  is  genteel  and  regular  in  Oecono- 
my,  unaffected  in  Behaviour,  pleafing  and  infor- 
ming in  his  Converfation,  and  refpectful  to  all. 
And  as  for  his  Talents  in  Dramatick  Poetry,  I  (hall 
omit  a  Defcription  of  the  Beauty  of  his  Dialogue, 
Finenefs  of  his  Humour,  and  other  particulars;  and 
confine  what  I  have  to  fay  in  the  fmaliefi:  Compafs 
of  Poetical  Expreffion. 

As  rifing  Sparkles  in  each  Draught  of  Wmey 
So  Force  of  Wit  appears  in  evry  Lme. 

Mr.  Congre-ue  has  oblig'd  the  World  with  the  fol- 
lowing Plays. 

I.  'The  Old  Batchelor,  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the  The- 
atre Royal,  in  the  Year  id^.  Dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Charles  Lord  Clifford.  This 
Comedy  was  afted  with  a  general  Applaufe,  and 
was  introduc'd  into  the  World  with  federal  Copies 
of  Verfes,  which  it  juftly  merited,  tho'  the  Author 
was  then  not  above  nineteen  Years  of  Age ;  and  it 
not  only  made  him  known  to  the  Town,  and  a  noble 
Mecxiieu,  but  was  honour'd  with  the  Prefence  of  the 
beautiful  and  virtuous  Queen  Mary  :  And  Mr.  Con- 
greve,  in  return  of  Gratitude,  wrote  one  of  the 
fined  Paftorals  we  have  in  the  Erigti/b  Language,  on 
the  lamented  Death  of  that  incomparable  Princefs. 
There's  a  genteel  and  fprightly  Wit  in  the  Dialogue 
of  this  Play  ;  and  the  humorous  Characters  are 
agreeable  to  Nature,  which  can  be  faid  of  few 
other  Dramatick  Periormances ;  yet  the  Criticks  at- 
tack 
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tack  him  for  the  Incidents  of  Marriages  in  Masks, 
as  being  fcarce  ever  done  in  reality. 

II.  ihe  Double  Dealer  ;  a  Comedy,    acted  ar      e 
Theatre    Royal,    1694.    Dedicated  to  the  Ri«-»it 
Honourable  Charles  Montague,  Efq;  one  of  the  Lu. 
of  the  Treafury.     This  Play  did  not  meet  with  the 
Encouragement  as  the  former  ;  neither  had  it  equal 
Succefs  with  any  of  Mr.  GmgHftft's  latter  Dramatick 
Pieces  ;    but  I  never  faw  any  particular  Criticifm  on 
its  Defects  ;  which  gives  me  leave  to  think  its  ill 
Reception  proceeded  more  from  a  capriciousHurnour 
of  the  Town,  than  any  confiderable  Errors  in  the 
Compofure  of  the  Play. 

III.  Love  for  Love ;     a   Comedy,    acled    at   the 
Theatre  in  Little  Lincolns- Inn-Fields,    by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Servants,  1695.   Dedicated    to    the    Right 
Honourable   Charles   Earl  of  Dorfet  and  Middlesex. 
This  Play  was  acted  with  very  great  Applaufe,  at 
the  opening  of  the  New  Houfe.     There  is  abun- 
dance of  Wit  in  it,  and  a  great  deal  of  fine  and  diver- 
ting Humour ;  the  Characters  are  juftly  diftingutfh'd^ 
and  the  Manners  well  marked.     Some  of  the  nicer 
Criticks  find  fault  with  the  unravelling  of  the  Plot, 
and  the  Conduct  of  Angelica  in  it :   But  in  fpite  of 
Envy,  this  Play  muft  be   allow'd  to  be  one  of  the 
beft  of  our  modern  Comedies. 

IV.  The  Mourning  Bride ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  in   Little  Lincolns- Inn-Field*  y   by  his    Ma- 
jefty's  Servants,    169  j.    Dedicated  to   her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Denmark.     This  Play 
had  the  greateft  Succefs   of  all  Mr.  Congress  Per- 
formances ,•  and  indeed  met  with  Encouragement  in- 
ferior to  no  Dramatick  piece,   that  has  at  any  time 
appeared  on  the  Englijh  Stage.     The  Excellency  of 
this  Tragedy  can  in  nothing  be  more  particularly 
defcribM,  than  in  Sir  Richard  Blackmore's  Preface  to 
his  Poema  entitled.  Kin?  Arthur ;  which  runs  thus : 

"  Since 
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<c  Since  the  writing  of  this,  I  have  feen  a  Tragedy^ 
<c  call'd  7 be  Mowning  B.ide,  which  I  think  myfelf 
*c  oblig'd  to  take  notice  of  in  this  PJacc.  This 
Poem  has  receivM,  and  in  my  Opinion,  very  juft- 
ly,  univerfal  Applaufe  ;  being  Jook'd  on  as  the 
<c  moil  perfect  Tragedy  that  has  been  wrote  in  this 
Age.  The  Fable,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  at  firft 
fight,  is  a  very  artful  and  mafterly  Contrivance  ; 
"  the  Characters  are  well  chofcn,  and  well  delinea- 
"  ted  ;  that  of  Zara  is  admirable.  The  Paffions  are 
fc  well-  touched,  and  skillfully  wrought  up.  The 
<c  Di&ion  proper,  clear,  beautiful,  noble,  and  di- 
<c  veriified  agreeably  to  the  variety  of  the  Subject. 
Vice,  as  it  ought  to  be,  is  punim'd  j  and  op- 
prefs'd  Innocence  at  laft  rewarded.  Nature  ap- 
*c  pears  very  happily  imitated,  excepting  one  or 
*c  two  doubtful  Inftances,  thro'  the  whole  piece  ; 
"  in  which  there  arc  no  immodeft  Images  or  Ex- 
*c  preffions  j  no  wild  unnatural  Rants,  butfomefew 
*c  Exceptions  being  allow'd,  all  Things  are  chaft, 
tt  juft  and  decent.  This  Tragedy,  as  I  faid  before, 
4<  has  mightily  obtained,  and  that  without  the  un- 
"  natural  and  foolifh  mixture  of  Farce  and  Buf- 
cc  foonery  ;  without  fo  much  as  a  Song  or  a  Dance, 
"  to  make  it  more  agreeable.  By  this  it  appears, 
(i  that  as  a  fufficient  Genius  can  recommend  itfelf, 
*c  and  furnifh  out  abundant  Matter  of  Pleafure  and 
fc  Admiration,  without  the  paultry  Helps  above 
?t  nam'd  :  So  like  wife,  that  the  Tafle  of  the  Na- 
^  tion  is  not  fo  far  deprav'd,  but  that  a  regular  and 
'"  chafte  Play  will  not  only  be  forgiven,  but  highly 
fl  applaiuuv/'  This  is  the  Character  given  by  the 
learned  Doctor  of  Air.  Gongreu£&  Mourning  Bride  ,• 
and  I  can,  by  no  means,  be  of  Opinion  with  fome 
pretending  Criticks,  that  Sir  Richard's  Aim,  in  this 
Commendation,  was  more  to  deprefs  the  Praifes  of 
Mr.  Cwgreves  PredccciTors,  Mr.  Dr)den,  Mr,  Otway, 

and 
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and  Mr.  Lee>  than  the  raifing  of  Mr.  Congi-evc  ;  I 
look  upon  it  to  bemeerly  a  Debt  cine  to  Merit,  and 
purfu  cl  without  any  further  prot rafted  Views. 

V.  rfbs  Way  of  the  World*,  a  Comedy  acted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Little  Lincoln- Inn-Field^  by  his  Majefly's 
Servants,  Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Ralph 
Earl  of  Mount  ague.     This  Play,  equal  to,  if  not  the 
belt  of  Mr.  Cong,  eves  Comedies,  unlefs  it  be  his  Love 
for  Love,  had  not  the  Succefs  of  mofl  of  his  other  Per- 
formances -,   which  (hews  there  is  fh'll  an  uncertainty 
in  hitting  the  Humour  of  the  Town  :  But  tho'  at  firli 
it  feem'd  to  be  rejected,  it  has   been  lately  revived 
at   the   Theatre  in   Dwy-IxKe,   and  afted  feveral 
Nights  with  very  great  Applaufe. 

VI.  S  E  M  E  L  E  ,•    an  Opera.      This  Performance 
was  never  reprefented  on  the  Theatre. 

VII.  The  Judgment  of  P  A  R  i  s ;  a  Mafque, 
Thefe  Dramatick  Performances  of  Mr.  Congreve, 

were  publinVd  with  his  other  Poetical  Writings, 
in  three  Volumes  Octavo,  1710.  and  the  Criticks 
do  him  the  Juftice  to  confefs,  that  the  Faults  which 
may  be  found  in  them,  are  of  a  Nature  that 
makes  them  very  difputable  ;  and  in  which  both  his 
Predeceflors  and  Cotemporaries  have  offended. 
Whatever  fmall  Errors  there  may  be  in  Mr.  Con- 
greves  Dramatick  Pieces,  he  may  be  juftly  excused, 
when  'tis  confident,  that  he  both  began  and  left  oft" 
to  write  when  he  was  very  Young  ;  he  quitted  wri- 
ting at  the  Age  of  feven  and  twenty  :  And  what 
might  not  the  World  have  expefted  from  him,  if  he 
had  continued  his  Dramatical  Studies,  when  he  was 
capable  of  writing  an  Old  EauMor  at  Nineteen  ? 
and  the  great  Mr.  Dry  den  did  not  compleat  his  firft 
Performance  till  he  was  above  the  Age  of  Thirty. 

He  is  the  only  Dramatick  Poet  now  living,  excel- 
lent for  both  Comedy  and  Tragedy  ;  the  Plays  he 
has  written  in  both  ways,  being  very  much  applaud- 
ed : 
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ed  :  And  what  Mr.  Dennis  has  lately  obferv'd  of 
Mr.  Congreve,  is  efteem'd,  by  moft  Perfons,  very 
juft  -,  That  he  left  the  Stage  early,  and  Comedy 
has  quitted  it  with  him. 

Tho'  I  am  doubtful  I  {hall  trefpafs  upon  Mr.  Con" 
greve's  Modefty,  I  cannot  omit  inferring  fome  Verfes 
Tent  to  him  by  Mr.  Dryden,  upon  his  writing  the 
Double  Dealer. 

To  my  dear  Friend  Mr.  Congreve. 

IN  eafy  Dialogue  u  Fletcher^  Praife  : 
He  movd  the  Mind,  but  had  not  power  to  raife. 
Great  John  foil  did  by  flrength  of  Judgment  pleafe^ 
Tet  doubling  Fletcher^  Force,  he  wants  his  Eafe : 
In  differing  Talents  bcth  adorn  d  their  Age; 
One  for  the  Study y  t  other  for  the  Stage. 
But  bcth  to  Congrevejuftlyjhal/fubmrt, 
One  match' d  in  Judgment,  both  o'er-matctid  in  Wit. 
In  Him  all  Beauties  of  this  Age  we  fee ; 
Etherege'j  Counjhip,  Southern'/  Purity  ; 
I'he  Satire,  Wit  and  Strength  of  Manly  vVycherley, 


Maintain  your  Pofl :  *fhats  all  the  F.vne  you  needy 
For  'tis  impoffible  you  Jbould  proceed. 
Already  I  am  wuni  wtb  Cares  and  Age ; 
And  juft  abandoning  t}) 'ungrateful  Stage : 
Unproftably  kept,  at  Heav'us  expeiu  e> 
I  live  a  Rent-charge  on  his  Providence  : 
But  You,  whom  evry  Mufe  and  Grace  adorn, 
Whom  I  forefce  to  better  Fortune  born  ; 
Be  kind  to  my  Remains;  and  oh  defend, 
Agairtjt  your  judgment,  your  departed  Friend  / 
Let  not  th3  infulting  Foe  my  Fame  perfue ; 
But  jhade  thofe  Laurels  which  defcend  to  Ton  : 
And  take  for  Tribute  whatthefe  Lines  exprejs  : 
You  merit  more ;   nor  could  my  Love  do  lefs. 

EDWARL* 
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EDWARD  COOK, 


AN  Author,  of  whom  no  other  Account  is  given 
by  Mr.  Langbain,  than   that   he   wrote  one 
Play  ;  call'd, 

Love's  Triumph,  or  'fhe  Royal  Union,  a  Tragi- 
Comedy,  printed  1678.  Dedicated  to  her  Royal 
Highnefs  Mary,  Princefs  of  Orange.  Plot  from 
Caffandra,  a  Romance,  fart  5.  book  4.  This  Play 
was  never  acted. 


Mr.  JOHN  COOK. 

THIS  is  likewife  an  Author  who  has  writ  but 
one  Play  ;  call'd, 

G  R  E  E  N'S  Tu  Quoque  ;  a  Comedy.  Mr.  Heywood 
tells  us  this  Play  was  acted  with  great  Applaufe.  It 
had  its  Name  from  one  Green,  a  famous  Comedian 
in  his  Time,  whofe  general  Repartee  to  all  Com- 
plements, was  Tu  Quoyue. 


Mr.  JOHN  COREY. 

A  Gentleman  that  has  compil'd  one  Play,  and 
tranilated  another. 

I.  The  Generctu  Enemies,  or  The  Ridiculotu  Lows ; 
a  Comedy,  a£tedacthe  Theatre  Royal,  1672.  This 
Pay  is  entirely  a  Collection  from  others.  The  chiefc 
Deiign  is  borrow'd  from  QuinaultsLa  Genereufe  Ingra- 

'  titude  i 
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titude  ;  that  of  the  Ridiculous  Lovers  from  Corneilles 
D.  Bertran  de  Cigarral;  Ber  trans  *fefty  Humour  y  is 
partly  borrowed  from  Randolph's  Mufe*  LaoktHg-GlaJs. 
And  the  Quarrel  between  him  and  Ribatz,iy  wholly 
ftolen  from  Love's  Pilgrimage. 

II.  T'he  Metamorphojis,  or  The  Old  Lover  outfitted. 
A  Tranflation  from  Moliere. 

CHARLES  COTTON,  Efq; 

A  Gentleman  of  a  good  Family  in  Stafford/Jure. 
He  tranflated  one  of  Cvrnei&'s  Plays  ;  call'd, 

HORACE,  a  Tragedy,  printed  i6ji.  This 
Play  has  been  likewife  tranflated  by  Sir  Wilnam 
Lower  and  Mrs.  Katherine  Philips  ;  but  the  Tranila- 
tion  of  Mr.  Cotton  is  preferable  to  Sir  WiUiams^ 
and  equal,  at  leaft,  to  Mrs.  Philips's.  The  Plot  is 
taken  from  Livij  Hi  ft.  lib.  i.  L.  Fhrm^  lib.  i.  e.g. 
Caffiodoritty  Diomjiw,  Halicdrnaffm^  Sec. 

This  Author  has  publifh'd,  bolides  this  Play,  a 
Volume  of  Poems  on  fevcral  Occafions  ;  and  was 
very  fuccefsful  in  his  Burlefque  Poems,  particularly 
his  Virgil  Traveftie. 


>/\'    "\  ^"  /*NlV  '"j  «1 

yl/fr.  ABRAHAM  C  o  w  L  E  y. 

THIS  excellent  Poet  was  born  in  London,  in  the 
Yeari6i8.  fie  had  his  Kdncation  at  tf-'eft- 
minfter  School,  and  Trinity  GolJe^e  in  Cambridge.  He 
had  an  early,  ripe  and  cafh'ng  Wit;  and  great  na- 
tural and  improved  Abilities.  His  early  Inclina- 
tions to  Poetry,  proceeded  from  his  lighting,  by 
chance,  on  Spa-fa's  Fairy  Queen  ;  At  ten  Years  old 

he 
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he  writ  the  Tragical  Srory  of  Pyraiwu  and  Thide  ; 
at  twelve,  that  of  Coxftaatia  it\d  Phi  Ictus  j  by  thir- 
teen he  had  publifhM  feveral  Poetical  Pieces  :  And 
moft  of  his  Works  were  writ  cr  ddign'd,  whilft  he 
was  at  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  fie  had  an 
unafre&ed  Modefty,  natural  Freedom,  and  eafy 
Vigour  in  his  Writings,  as  well  as  his  Manners, 
and  the  higheft  Characters  of  Religion,-  Knowledge 
and  Friendship  :  He  was  entertain'd  in  the  Service 
of  mv  Lord  of  St.  A!b.ms  ;  and  he  attended  the 

* 

Queen-Mother  to  Fiance  \  where  he  was  very  fervice- 
able  to  the  Royal  Family,  during  the  Exile.  He 
has  pnblilh'd  three  Plays  ;  and  in  neither  of  them 
he  Cannot  be  charged  with  borrowing  from  any 
other.  They  are, 

I.  Love's  Riddle;  a  Pa  ft  oral  Comedy,  1535. 
Dedicated  to  Sir  Kenelm  D:gly.  This  Play  was 
written  by  the  Author,  whiift  he  was  a  King's 
Scholar  at  Weftminflar  ;  and  was  firft  printed  with 
his  Po?t;cal  Blqffoms.  The  Author  makes  this 
Apology  for  it  in  his  Dedication. 

Take  h  as  ea.il)  Fi-u'ns,  which  rare  appear, 
Chough  not  half  tips,  but  worft  of  all  the  Tear  ; 
Arid  if  it  fkafe  your  Tafte^  my  Muff  will  fay, 
"The  Birch  which  crown'd  her  thea,  is  grown  a  Bay. 


II.  I3  be  Guardian-,    a    Comedy,    printed 

This  Play  was  acted  feveral  times  privately  in  Londcn 
during  the  Prohibition  of  the  Stage  ;  as  alfo  at  Cam- 
bridge before  Prince  Charles  ;  and  after  the  Redoration 
it  was  publickly  acted  at  Dublin  with  great  Applaufe. 

III.  Ike  Cittter  of  Colemato-fireet  i  a  Comedy,  166*$. 
This  was    the     Play,    call'd   'The  Guardian,    new 
writ,    and  perfectly  alter  *d.     It  was  reprefented  at 
the  Duke  of  Tories  Theatre  in  Salisbury  Court  -,  and 
was  at  firft  opposed  by  feme  Perfons  who  envied  the 

E  Author 
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Author  for  his  Loyalty,;  but  was  afterwards  acted 
with  univerfal  Applaufe. 

This  Gentleman  like  wife  wrote  a  Latin  Corned  v, 

j  y 

in  titled  Nauj'ragium  Joculare ;  The  Merry  Shipwreck* 
which  was  acred  before  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge, by  the  Members  of  Trinity  College,  1638. 
He  likewife  wrote  a  great  many  other  excellent 
Pieces  in  Verfe  and  Profe  :  Of  the  former,  his  Love 
Verfes,  call'd  The  Mftrefs  ;  and  his  Davideis,  a  fa- 
cred  Poem  on  the  Troubles  of  David,  cannot  be  too 
much  admir'd  ,•  and  as  he  did  not  play  the  Plagiary 
in  any  of  his  Dramatick  Works ,  fo  he  cannot  be 
accused  of  borrowing  any  thing  in  his  other  Wri- 
tings :  Which  is  elegantly  exprefs'd  in  thefe  Lines  of 
Sir  John  Denham. 

Horace^  IVit,  and  Virgil'j-  State, 

He  did  not  fleal,  but  emulate  -, 

And  uhea  he  would  like  Them  appear, 

Iheir  Garb,,  but  net  their  Cloaths,  did  wear. 

Mr.  Cow/ey's  Life  was  written  by  Dr.  'Sprat,  late 
Bifhop  of  Rocbefler,  and  is  prefixed  to  his  Works, 
which  are  in  three  Volumes  Octavo.  Mr.  Evelyn 
gives  him  this  Commendation,  in  his  imitation  of 
Ovid's  Elegy  ad  Invidos. 

So  long  fo  all  Cowley  be  admir'd  above  ~) 

The  Croud,  as  David'/  Troubles  Pity  move, 

Till  Wimen  ceaje  to  charm,  and  Youth  to  love.  j 

He  was  buried  in  Wefiminfler  Abbey,  near  Two  of 
our  mod  celebrated  Evgltjb  Bards,  Chaucer  and 
Sfenfer:  The  Duke  of  Buckingham  erected  a  fine 
Monument  over  him  j  with  the  following  Infcrip- 
tion. 

A  B  R  A- 
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A  B  R  A  H  A  M  U  S    C  O  W  L  E  I  U  S, 

A'lgloriim  Pindar  us,  ffiiscw,  A/.rro, 
icitf,  Decu  r,  Defiderium  JEsji  /;//, 
Hie  juxtajitus  eft. 


Aurea  dum  vclitant  late  tit  a  fcripta  per 
Rt  jama  sternum  vivis,  Divine  Pceta, 
flic  pldcida  jaoecM  rcqnie  ;  Citftodiat  urnam 
Cana  fides  y  <vigikmc]ue  ferenni  lampade  Muf 
Sit  Jacer  ifte  Locus,   Ntc  qnis  feme  i-arius  aujit 
Sacnlega  turbare  manu  V^ieyabile  Buftum. 
Intatli  maneant,  maneantper  fecula  DidcH 
Coulei  cim'i'eSy  feruentque  immobile  Saxum. 


Sic  vcvet 

JSotumque  futtm  apud  Pvfteros  Sacratum  ejfe 
Qui  viro  Licomfarabili  ptjiiit  Sepukrale  Marmor 

GEORGIUS  Dux  BUCKINGHAMI^E. 


Excefjlt  e  vita  An.  JEt.  49.  &  honorific  a  pomp  a  elatus  ex 
^Ed.  Buckingham!  arm  viris  Illuftnbus  omnium  ord.  e^fe^ 
quias  cekbrantibus,fepultus  eft  die  3°  M.  Aug.  A.D.  i66je 


Mr.  RICHARD  Cox. 

A  Celebrated  Comedian,  that  liv*d  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  I.  On  the  fuppreffing  of  the 
Stage  he  composed  feveral  Drolls,  and  with  his  Com- 
panions acted  them  by  Health,  under  the  Colout  of 
Rope-Dancing;  wherein  he  gained  great  Applaufe 
at  London,  Oxford,  &c  He  publifh^d  one  Interlude  j 
intitled, 

ACTION   and  DIANA,    1655.      The  Plot   is 
taken  from  Ovid's  Metamorfhcfes, 

E  a  DAVID 


Lives  and  Characters  of  the 

' 


DAVID  CRAUFORD,  Efq; 

Scots  Gentleman,  now  living,  the  Author  of 
two  Plays. 

I.  Court/tup  Ala-mode  ;  a  Comedy. 

II.  Love  at  fi,fl  Sight  ,•    a  Comedy,    a&ed  at  th< 
Theatre  in  Lm^lns-Inn-Flelds^  1704. 


.  JOHN  CROWN. 

THIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  II.  He  was  the  Son  of  a  Diifenting 
Minifler;  and  educated,  under  his  Father,  in  that 
Part  of  America  belonging  to  England,  which  is 
call'd  Nova  Scotia :  And  when  a  certain  Courtier 
defign'd  to  do  him  a  Prejudice,  by  informing  King 
Charles  II.  of  his  Defcent  and  Education,  the  King 
was  pleas'd,  out  of  his  great  Generolity,  to  exprefs 
a  Contempt  for  the  Informer. 

His  Father  ventured  a  confiderable  Fortune  in  the 
Plantations,  which  being  taken  by  the  French,  and 
he  being  negleded,  he  was  reduced  to  the  neceflity 
of  commencing  Author.  His  Performances,  both 
in  Tragedy  and  Comedy,  have  been  acted  with  Ap- 
probation,, tho*  Comedy  feems  to  be  his  Talent. 

He  has  obliged  us  with  Seventeen  Plays. 

I.  JULIANA,  or  The  Princefs  of  Poland ;  a  Tragi- 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke  of  Turk's  Theatre,  1671 
Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

II.  A  N  D  R  o  M  A  c  H  E  j  a  Tragedy,   afted  at  the 
Duke's   Theatre  in  Darfet  Garden,  1675.  This  Play 
was  only  a  Translation  from  Monlieur  Racine,  by  an- 
other 
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other  Hand,  turn'd  into  Englijl  Vcrfc  by  Mr.  Cro~w. 
The  Play  feems  to  be  founded  on  Vugil,  lib.  3.3. 
ver.  292.  and  in  part,  on  the  Andromache  of  Euripides. 

III.  C  A  L  i  s  T  o,  or  T)je  Chafl  Nymph  ;    a  Mafquc, 
1675.    written    by  Command    of  the   Queen,  and 
oftentimes  performed  at  Court  by  Perfons  of  great 
Quality.     There  are  Songs  between  the  Ads.     It  is 
founded  on  a  Story  in  Ovitfs  Metam.  lib.  2.  fab.  5,  6. 

IV.  'The  Country  Wit ,•  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke 
of  York's   Theatre,    1675.  Dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  Earl  of  Middle] ex.     This  Play 
contains  a  great  deal  of  low  Comedy,    but  was  ap- 
prov'd  by  his  Majefty  King  Charles  II.    Part  of  the 
Plot  and  Language  is  borrow'd  from  Afrliere's  Le  Si- 
alien,  ou  L  Amour  Peintre.  fhe  Sicilian :  or,  Love  makes 
a  Painter. 

V.  jT&  DeflruEiion  of  Jerufalem,  by  Tztrts  Vtfpafian, 
in  two  Parts,  aded   at  the   Theatre  Royal,  1677. 
Dedicated  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Portfmouth.      Thefe 
Tragedies  are  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe,  and  were  ac- 
ted with  g;eat  Applaufe.  For  the  Plot  read  Jofephm 
Hi  ft.  lib.  6.   &  7.  Tacitfts  Hi  ft.  lib.  5.  Suetonius,  Evfe- 
binS)  &C. 

VI.  The  Ambitious  Statefman,  or  fhe  Loyal  Favou- 
rite ;  a  Tragedy,  aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1679. 
Dedicated  to  her  Grace  the  Dutchefs  of  Alfemarlt. 
This  Play  had  but  indifferent  Succefs,  tho'  eitecm'd 
by  the  Author  one  of  the  bed  of  his  Performances. 
The  Plot,  fee  in  De  Serres,  Mewav,  and  other  F.-enJ) 
Chronicles. 

VII.  CHARLES  the  Eighth  of  France,  or  "fhe  /:- 
•vafion  of  Naples  by  the  F.ench  ;    an  Hirtorical  Trage- 
dy, acted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre  in  Salisbury-Conn^ 
1680.     This  Play  is  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe,  and  De- 
dicated to  the  Earl  of  Rochefter.     Plot  from  G 
ardine's  Hi  ft.  Philip  de  Continei's  Aft/noire* :  Ai.c.       .  Li 

e^  and  other  French  Chronicles. 

E  3  \TIII.  H  E  K- 
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VIII.  HENRY   the  Sixth,  -with  the  Death   of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucefter  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at   the  Duke 
of  York's  Theatre,  i<?8i.    Dedicated  to   Sir  Charles 
Sidley.     This  Flay,  at  firfl,  was  acted  with  AppJatife  ; 
but  at  length  the  Rcrxifi  Faction  opposM  it,  and  by 
their  Intereft  at  Court,  got  it  fupprefs'd.  Part  of  this 
flay  is  borrow'd  from  Shakejfears  Ha?.  VI. 

IX.  HENRY  the   Sixthy   the  Second  Party  or   The 
Mif  tries   of  Civil  War  -y  a   Tragedy,    acted   at   the 
Duke's  Theatre   1681.     Part   of  this  Play  is  like- 
wife  borrow'd  from  Spake/fear.     For  the  Plot  fee  the 
Englijh  Chronicles  writ  in  thofe  Times,  by  d-afton, 
'Hottixgfread,  Stow,  Speed,  &c. 

X.  T  H  Y  E  s  T  E  s  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,   1  68  1.      The  Plot    is    founded    on    Seneca  s 
'fhtjeftes,   from   Poetical  Hiftory.     There  are  two 
other  Plays  on  this  Subject,  one  in  F.ench,  the  other 
in  Spanw. 

XL  'fbs  City  Politicks  ;  a  Comedy  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1683,  This  Play  was  acted  with 
great  Applaufe  ,  -and  was  a  fevere  Satire  upon  the 
Whiggilh  Party  in  thofe  Times. 

XII.  ^V/V  Cvw'ly  Nice,,  or  It  cannot  be  ;  a  Comedy, 
acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  1685.  Dedicated  to  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Omiowd.     This  Play  is  efteemM 
an  excellent  Comedy,  and  has  been  often  acted  with 
good  SucceK     It  %  was  written  at  the  Command  ot 
Kir^  Charles  II.     The  Plot,  and  part  of  the  Play, 
is  taken  from  a  Sfanifo  Comedy,  call'd  No  fucd-efe,\ 
or  It  c.imm  b?y    Tarugo's  Wiles,   &c.  the  Song,   Stof 
*£bh          'in  the  Ft  cue  h  of  Moliere. 

XIII.  DARIUS,  King  cf  Perjui  ;   a  Tragedy  ac- 
ted at  ihc  Theatre  Royal,  1688.     For  the  Plot,  fee 
Quint.  Curt.  l.b.   5,   4,    and  5.  ^uftir^  lib.  1-1.  cap.   5, 

17,  &c. 


'XIV.  The  Englijh  Fryar,  wTbe  ^Toim  Sparks  ,•  a 
[y?  acted  'at  the  Theatre  Royal,  i6$o.  Dedi- 

cated 
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cared  to  the  Right  Honourable  7  /"-'//•  /.;;/;,  Earl  of 
DevonJ&Jrtr.  This  Play  had  not  the  Succefs  as  the 
other  Dramatick  Pieces  wrote  by  Mr.  CVoavz. 

XV.    REGULUS;    a    Tragedy,    r.          at    t. 
Theatre   Royal,   1694.     The  Defign  of  this  P 
is   Noble,  the  Example   of  Regulu*  being  the  moil 
celebrated  for  Honour  and  Conilancy  of  any  of  the 
Romans.     See  the   Hi/lory   in   Livy,    Lucius    Flu;:.  , 


XVI.  T^he  Man-fed  Beau,  or  'The  Curious  Imperti- 
nent j  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1694. 
Dedicated  to  the  Marquis  of  Normally.     This  is 
efleem^d  a  good  Play,  and  has  been  often  afted  with 
general  Approbation.     To  this  Play  the  Author  has 
prehVd  a  Preface,  in  Vindication   of  himfelf  from 
the  Afperflons  caft  on  him  by  fome  Perfons,  as  to 
his  Morals,  &c.  The  Story  is  taken  from  the  Hiflo- 

v 

ry  of  Don  Quixot. 

XVII.  CALIGULA,  Emperor   of  Rcmc  •  a  Tra- 
gedy, aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  169%.     For  the 
Plot,  fee  Suetonius  in  his  Life. 


D. 

,  JOHN  DANCER. 

AN  Author  faid  to  be  born  in  Ireland,  but  cer- 
tain it  is  that  he  liv'd  a  great  part  of  his  Time 
in  that  Kingdom.    About  the  Year  1670,    he  came 

«.^  * 

over  into  England;  and  uuderfran  ding  the  Fiench  ai.d 
Italian  Languages  perfectly  well,  he  translated  three 
Dramatick  Pieces,  from  the  Originals  ct  three 
eminent  Poets,  v/&.  Ttyfo,  Comvilk,  and  Qyi,-itn!t. 

£4  I-  AMY  NT  A  ; 
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I.  AMYNTA  ;  a  Paiioral,  publinVd  i6£o.     This 
is  a  Tranilation  from  that  celebrated  \Vit3  Signior 
Torquato  Tajfo,  bred  up  at  Padua,  and  Favourite  of 
Charles  IX.  of  F»  aace.     He   is  call'd    the  Father   of 
Paftprajs,  beirg  the  firfi  that  reduced  them  from  the 
Eclogue   to   Dramatick  Poetry  :    This   is  efteem'd 
a  Mafler-pkce  cf  Pail  oral  Ccmedy  ;  and  has  been 
tranflated  into  the  F.ewh,  Sfan/fb,  Gen/tan  and  Dutch 
Tongues,  as  well  as  the  Eriglifi.     It  is  printed  with 
fevenl  Love  Verfps,  writ  in  imitation  of  Mr.  Coiu- 
leys  Miftrefs. 

II.  NICOMEDE;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal  in  Dublin,  1671.   Dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honourable   fhomaa    Earl  of  Ojfory.     This 
Play  is  tranfated  from  the  French  of  Corneifle,  and  a 
Piece  which  he  hiinfelf  valu'd  beyond  any   of  his 
ocher  Performances.     The  Story  from  7*^/3*,  Book 


III.  A  c  R  i  P  P  A,  Kiig  of  Jllbay  or  The  Falfe 
ber  wm  ;  a  Tragi-Ccmedy,  in  Heroick  Verfe, 
ed  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  DMmy  before  the 
Duke  of  O'-moid)  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Leland^  1675. 
This  Play  was  Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Ca^eudijby 
Daughter  of  the  faid  Duke  of  Oymond,  and  was  ac- 
ted with  great  Applaufe.  It  is  a  Translation 
from  the  F.ench  of  Mibtifieur  Quinault.  This  Author 
has  writ  likewife  a  Romance,  call'd  The  Englijh 
Lovers,  And  ftveral  other  Pieces, 


SAMUEL  DANIEL 

THIS    Gentleman    was  born  near  Taumon  in 
Afv/.         J7U';  and  in  the  Year  1581.  he  being 
then   Nineteen  Year^  of  Ase.  he  was  entered  Ccm- 

t  •  *  *•  •  •  »->    <t  .          * 

nioneif 
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moner  of  St.  Miiry  Magdalen-Hall,  Oxford;  he  con- 
tinu'd  there  three  Yci.rs,  applying  himfelf,  with 
great  Ailiduity,  to  the  Study  of  Hiftory  and  Poetry. 
When  that  time  was  expired,  he  left  the  University, 
and  coming  to  London,  his  own  Merit,  and  the  Re- 
commendation of"  Mr.j^67;;?  Florio,  his  Brother-in-Law, 
prerer'd  him  to  be  one  of  the  Grooms  of  the  privy 
Chamber  to  Queen  Anne,  Royal  Confort  of  King 
James  I.  He  wrote  mod:  of  his  Plays  retir'd  a 
little  diftance  from  London,  amongft  the  Solitary 
Amufements  of  delightful  Gardens.  At  laft  he  whol- 
ly quitted  the  Town,  and  rcmov'd  into  Jl'iltjhire, 
where  he  cominenc'd  Farmer  j  and  by  a  healthful 
Exercife  in  that  Employ mcnr,  he  liv'd  'till  he  was 
near  Eighty  Years  of  Age.  He  had  been  Tutor  to 
the  Lady  Anne  Clifford,  Heirefs  of  George,  Earl  of 
Cumberland,  and  afterwards  Countefs  of  Pembroke, 
&c.  which  Lady,  after  his  Dsath,  erected  a  Monu- 
ment over  him.  He  writ  five  Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  The  Queen  s  Arcadia  \  a  Paftoral  Tragi-Comedy, 
presented  to  the  Queen  and  her  Ladies,  by  the  Uni- 
veriity  of  Oxo/i,  mChrifl-Church-Colkge,  1605.     It  is 
Dedicated   to  the    Queen.     The  Scene  of  Cannes 
and  Amyntas  referable  Quinauh's  Philene  and  Dafhnis, 
in  his  Comedy  fans  Comtdie,  &c. 

II.  C  L  E  o  p  A  T  R  A  )  a  Tragedy,  firR  printed  1 61 1 . 
Dedicated  tp  the  Counteis  of  Pembroke.     This  Play 
was  very  much  efleem'd  in  its  Time,  and  there  is 
another   Edition  of  it   1622.  which  very  much  ex- 
cels the  firir.     For  the  Scory  confult  Plutarch's  Lives 
of  Pomfey  and  Anthony,    Florin  1:1.  4.  c.  1 1 .  Appian  de 
JBel.  Civil,  lib-  5.  and  a  Tranflation  of  a  FmttABook, 
call'd  'The  H'jioiy  of  the  Three  Triumvirate.^  done  by 
Mr.  Qrway. 

III.  P  H  i  L  o  T  A  s  ;    a    Tragedy,    Dedicated    to 
King  Charles  I.   when    he    was  only  Prince.     This 
play  had  a   good  Reputation,  but  met  with  fome 
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Oppoiition,  on  Sufpicion  that  Philotas  reprefented 
the  Earl  of  Effexy  the  unfortunate  Favourite  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  This  Play  is  faid  to  be  the  firft 
the  Author  writ.  The  Plot  is  taken  from  Plutarch's 
Life  of  Alexander,  Quint.  Curt.  lib.  6.  c.  7.  Juftjn, 
£c. 

IV.  Hymens  Triumph  ;  a  Pafloral  Tragi-Comedy, 
prefented  before  the  King,  at  the  Queen's  Court,  on 
the  Celebration  of  the  Nuptials   of  the  Lord  Rox- 
borough.     It  is  Dedicated  to  the  High-born  Princefs 
Anne  of  Denmark,  Queen  of  England,   &c. 

V.  The  T/ijion  of  the  Twelve  Goddeffea  ;  a  Mafque, 
prefented  at    Hampton-Court   before  the  Queen  and 
her  Ladies  ,•  Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Lucy,  Countcfs 
of  Bedford.     The  Author's  Defign  in  the  Twelve 
Goddefles,   was,  under  their  Shapes,   to  reprefent 
the  Bleffings  this  Nation  enjoy'd,  in  the  Reign  of 
King  J  antes  I. 

All  thefe  Pieces,  with  his  Mifcellaneous  Poems, 
are  lately  reprinted  in  two  Volumes  1  2°,  under  the 
Title  of  The  whole  Poetical  Works  of  Samuel  Daniel, 
Efq;  He  wrote,  befides,  an  excellent  Hiftory  cf  Eng- 
land in  Folio,  /ince  continued  by  Mr.  Trujfel. 


Wl  L  L  I  A  M    D'Av  E  N  A  N  T. 

SIR  William  D'Avenant  was  Son  to  Mr.  John 
D'Avenant,  a  Vintner  of  Oxford.  He  was  born 
in  the  Year  1605.  and  his  Father's  Houfe  being  rre- 
quented  by  the  famous  Shakefpear,  in  his  Journeys 
to  Hforwick/bife,  his  Poetical  Genius,  in  his  Youth, 
was  by  that  means  very  much  encouraged  -,  andfome 
will  have  it,  that  the  handfome  Landlady,  as  well 
as  the  good  Wine,  invited  the  Tragedian  to  thole 
Quarters.  In  the  Year  1621.  he  was  admitted  a 

Mem- 
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Member  of  Lincoln  College  ;  and  after  fome  fmatte- 
ring  in  Logick,  he  quitted  thofe  Studies  for  Poetry, 
which  prov'd  more  to  his  Advantage  :  But  as  Mr. 
Lmigbain  obferves,  his  Genius  rather  inclin'd  him  to 
walk  in  the  more  flowry  Fields  of  Parnajfm,  in 
which  he  made  a  great  Progrefs,  than  to  purfue  the 
Entertainments  of  the  Stage.  From  Lincoln-College  he 
went  firfl  into  the  Service  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Rich- 
mond, and  afterwards  to  that  of  the  Lord  Brook ; 
after  whofe  Deceafe  he  apply 'd  himfelf  to  Drama- 
tick  Writing  ;  and  in  the  Year  1637,  he  fucceeded 
Ben.  yohnfoxy  as  Poet  Laureat ;  which  Place  he  en- 
joy'd  in  the  Reigns  both  of  King  Charles  I.  and  II. 
He  obtain'd  a  Patent  .for  a  Company  of  Actors, 
who  firft  began  in  Little  Lincoln*- Inn-Fields ;  but  the 
other  Company  of  Comedians,  by  their  excellent 
Performances,  winning  the  Favour  of  the  Town,  he 
fet  up  the  Whim  of  Operas ;  he  being  the  firft  In- 
troducer of  thofe  Entertainments  here  in  England : 

o 

Mr.  Dryden  gives  Sir  William  the  Character  of  a  Per- 
fpn  of:  a  quick  Fancy  ;  and  tells  us  that  his  firfr 
Thoughts  were  generally  the  moil:  happy.  His  Works 
werepublim'd  in  Folio,  1673,  wherein  are  the  follow- 
ing Dramatick  Entertainments. 

I.  "The  Cruel  Brother  ;  a  Tragedy,  Dedicated  to  the 
Right    Honourable  the  Lord   Wefton,  Lord  High- 
Treafurer  of  England. 

II.  A  L  B  o  v  i  N,  King  of  the  Lombards ;  a  Tragedy. 
Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Somerfet.     This  Play  is 
commended   by   eight   Copies   of  Verfes.     For  the 
Story  fee  Paulm  Diaconus  de  Geflis  Longob  ardor  urn,  lib. 
2.  c.  28.  Bands itf s  Hiftoires  "Tragiques,   torn.  4.  Nov.  19. 
Greg.    Epifc.    T'lironenfis   Hi  ft.  Framontm,  lib.  2.  c.  28. 

yliiis  Cofmcg.  part  I .  book  I .  page  5  7. 

III.  7/k  Fair  Favourite  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy. 

IV.  T'he 
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IV.  T*he  Jufl  Italian ;  a.  Tragi-Comedy.,  Dedica- 
ted to  the  Earl  of  Do>fet,    with   recommendatory 
Verfes  by  Mr.  Hopkins  and  Mr.  Carew. 

V.  7' be   Lam  again/I   Lwers ;    a  Tragi-Comedy,, 
taken   from    two   Plays  of  Shake fpear,   Nleafwe  for 
Meafui?,  and  Much  ado  about  Nothing. 

VI.  Love  and  Honour  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  afted  at 
the  Theatre  in  Little  Lr<;colns-Inn-Fie!d?y  and  in  Dorfet 
Garden,  with  Applaufe. 

VII.  The  Wits  i  a  Comedy,  afted   firfl   at  Black- 
ryarfy  and  afterwards  at  the  Duke's  Theatre  with 

Applaufe. 

VIII.  The  Platonick  Lows ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  ori- 
ginally printed  with  the  Writs. 

IX.  The  Alan's  the  Mafter  ;    a  Comedy,  often  ac- 
ted with  Approbation.     Plot  from  Scarrens  Jodddet, 
cu  Le  Maiftre  Valety  &c. 

X.  News  from  Plymouth  ;  a  Comedy. 

XL  The  Play-Houfe  to  le  Let.  This  Play  is  corn- 
pos'd  of  feveral  dift-erent  Species,  and  can  be  call'd 
neither  Comedy ,  Tragi-Comedy ,  nor  Tragedy. 
The  Second  Act  is  a  Translation  of  Mo! fere's  Sga- 
nareUe,  a  Farce.  The  Third  and  Fourth  Acts  con- 
tain the  Hiflory  or*  Sir  Francis  Drake,  and  the  Cruel- 
ty of  the  Spaniards  in  Peru  :  The  Fifth  Act  confifts 
of  Tragedy,  Travefty,  and  fets  forth  the  Adions  of 
Cxfar,  Anthmy  and  Cleopatra,  in  Burlefque  Verfe. 

XII.  I1  he  Siege  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy. 

XIII.  The  Sisge  of  Rhodes,  in  Two  Parts,  Dedica- 
ted to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Lord  High   Chancellor  of  England.     Thefc   Plays, 
as  alfo  the  la  ft  mentioned  Tragi-Comedy,  were  writ- 
ten in  the  Time  of  the  Civil  Wars,  and  were  acted 
with  great  Applaufe  at  the  Duke  of  Tork's  Theatre 
in  Little  UucGhrs-Ian-Fields.     For  the  Story   confult 
Boiffardi  Icones   CT  vita:  Sultanorum    Turcicorum  in  Vit. 

.  ^•  7* homos  Art  us  Continuation  de  la  Hfioire  de 

lures 
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Turcs,    and   our   Englijh  Hiflory  of  the  Turks,  by 
Knottes. 

XIV.  The  Unfortunate  Lovers  ;  a  Tragedy. 

XV.  'the  Diftreffes  ,  a  Tragi-Comedy. 

XVI.  An  Entertainment  at  Rutland-Hvufe  \  prefented 
by   way  of  Declamation  and  Mufick,    after  the 
Manner  of  the  Ancients. 

XVII.  Britannia  Triumphant  ;  a  Mafque,  written 
by  Sir  William  D'Avenant  and  Mr.  Imgo  Jones. 

XVIII.  The  Triumphs  of  the  Prince  D'A  M  o  u  R  ; 
3.  Mafque,  prefented  before  his   Highnefs,   at   his 
Palace   in   the  Middle    Temple,    performed   by   the 
Members  of  that  Honourable  Society,  as  an  Enter- 
tainment to  the  Prince   EkFhr.      The  Mufick   of 
the  Songs  and  Symphonies  was  fet  by  Mr.  Lauues. 

XIX.  The  Temple  of  Love  ;  a  Mafque,  prefented 
at  Court  by  the  Queen,  and  divers  of  the  Nobility 
of  both  Sexes,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 

Among  Sir  Hfi&anfs  other  Poetical  Writings,  his 
Gondiben  made  the  greatefl  Noife,  which  he  began, 
in  France  the  Year  1650.  during  the  Time  of  the 
Civil  Wars,  when  his  Safety  made  a  Retirement  ne~ 
ceflary.  He  was  made  General  of  the  Ordnance 
by  the  Marquis  of  Newcaftle,  and  was  Knighted  by 
the  King,  1643. 

He  died  in  the  Year  i663y  aged  63,  and  was  bu- 
ried among  the  other  eminent  Poets  in  ffieftmittfter 
Abbey  >  with  only  this  Epitaph  in  imitation  of  Ben, 


O  Raw  Sir  William  D'Avenant, 


Dr. 
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Dr.  CHARLES  D'Av  E  N  A  N  T. 


Gentleman  was  the  Elded  Son  of  Sir 
William  D'Avenant,  and  Doctor  oi:  Laws.    He 
writ  one  Play  -,  call'd, 

CIRCE;  a  Dramatick  Opera,  a6ted  at  the  Duke 
of  Tot-k's  Theatre,  1677.  with  great  Appl  a  life.  The 
Prologue  was  writ  by  Mr.  Dry  den,  and  the  Epilogue 
by  the  Earl  of  Rochefler.  The  Plot  is  founded  on 
Poetical  Hiftory  ;  See  Ovid's  Metamorph.  Natal. 
Comes,  Boccace,  &c. 


A 


•.  ROBERT  DA  v  E  N  P  o  R  T. 

N  Author  who  liv'd  in   the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  He  writ  Two  PJavs. 


--  i 

I.  77^  C/rv  AT;^  CV*/> ;  a  Tngi-Comedy,  afted  by 

his  Majefty's  Senrants,  i<5(5i.  Plot  from  DonQuixats 
Novel  of  the  C«r/6/«  Impertinent y  and  Boccace's 
Novels. 

II.  A'/;2^  JOHN   rt;?J  MATILDA;    a  Tragedy, 
1655.    This  Play  is  Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honou- 
rable Montague  Bertie  Earl  of  Lindfiy.     For  the  Plot 
fee    Hull  ing jhead,   Martin  >    Stow,    Speed,   and  Baker's 
Chronicles. 


M» 
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Mr.  ROBERT  DAUBORNE. 


i 


THIS  Author  liv*d  in  the  Reign  of  King 
James  I.  He  had  a  good  Education,  being 
Matter  of  Arts,  but  of  what  Univerfity  he  was,  is 
uncertain.  He  writ  the  following  Plays. 

I.  'The   Cbnftian  turned  Turk;    a  Tragedy,  1612. 
The  Story  from  Barker  's   Overthrow  of  Captain 
H/ard  and  Danjiker,  two  Pirates,  publifh'd,  1609. 

II.  The  Poor  Mans   dmfort;    a   Tragi-Comedy, 
1665.  aded  at  the  Cockpit  in  Drury-lam,  with  great 
Applaufe. 


$  €!* 

zJldr.  J  o  H  N  D  A  Y. 

THIS    Gentleman,   who  likewife  liv'd  in  the 
Reign  of  King  James  I.  was  fome  time  Student 
of  Cains-College  in  Cambridge  $  and  was  Author  of  Six 
Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  Tike   'Travels  of  the  T'hree  Englijh   Brothers,  Sir 
Thomas,    Sir  Anthony,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Shirley; 
an  Hiftorical  Play,  acted  by  her  Majefty's  Servants, 
1607.  Dedicated   to    Honour's  Favourites.      In    the 
Compofure  of  this  Performance,  Mr.  Day  was  affif- 
ted  by  Mr.  Roivley  and  Mr.  'fPilkins.     The  Founda- 
tion of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Dr.  Fullers  Worthies, 
our  Englijb  Chronicles,  &c. 

II.  A  Parliament  of  Bees  ;  a  Mafque,  i6oj.     This 
is  an    Allegorical  Defcription   of  the  Humours 
Mankind. 

III.  Hummr  out  of  Breath  ;  a  Comedy,  1607. 

IV.  Lou 
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IV.  Lavj-'Tricks,   or  J-J/ho  would  have  thought  it ;    a 

Comedy,  1608. 

V.  fhe  IJle  of  Gulls ;  a  Comedy,   acted  in  Black- 
fy\ars,    1633.      Plot  from  Sir  Philtf  Sidney's  Arcadia, 

VI.  'fix   Blind  Beggar  of  Bediial  Green,    With   the 
merry  Humour  of  Tom  Strourf,  the  Norfolk  Yeoman  •  ao 
ted  by  the  Prince's  Servants,  1659.     For  the  S:ory 
fee  our    Englijb   Chronicles  in   the  Reign  of  King 
Henry  VI. 

A  Gentleman  of  Lincobis-Inn  writ  a  Poem  upon 
the  Tranfactions  between  Mr.  Day  and  his  Landlord, 
wherein  are  theic  punning  Lines. 

Htre  Night  and  Day  confptre  a  fecret  Flight ; 
For  Day,   'tis  Jii.-J,  is  gone  away  by  Night. 
The  Day  ispaft,  but  Landlord  where' *s  your  Rent , 
Ton  might  have/etn,  that  Day  was  alm>ft  fpent. 
J)a.yfold>  at  length  fat  off  rebate  er  he  might ; 
Too*,  it  was  ne'er  Jo  Dark)  Day  would  be  Light* 


•• 

-.-      . 


Mr.  THOMAS  DECKER. 


A 


Contemporary  Poet  with  Ben.  Jchvfcn,  in  the 
Reign  of  King  Jam?*  I.  and  a  great  Contender 
for  the  Bays.  He  writ  Ei^iit  entire  Plays  himfl  ; 
and  four  others  with  the  AiHfrance  of  WebftcrjRvwley 
and  Furd ;  but  the  latter,  vaflly  exceed  the  former, 
there  being  no  Dramatick  Piece  writ  by  him  alone 
of  much  eftecm,  but  'I'h?  itntr:il]l>>g  the  Humorous 
Pcet ;  and  this  is  chiefly  on  account  of  the  Subject, 
which  was  the  witty  B.  The  Plays  which  he  has 
compt  s'd,  and  had  a  hand  in,  are  as  follow. 

I.  F  o  R  T  u  N  AT  us;  a  Comedy,  1 600.     This  Play 
is  not  divided  into  Acts. 

II.  SA- 
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II.  S  A  T  Y  R  o  M  A  s  T  i  x,    or   'The  untruffing  the  Hu- 
THOrom  Poet  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  by  the  Lord  Chamber- 
la-ins  Servants,  1602.     This  Piay  was  occaiiou'd  by 
Ben.  Johtifons  Poetafter  ;  where,  under  the  Title  of 
Crifpinw,  Ben  lafh'd  this  Author  ,•  which  he   endea- 
vour'd  to  retaliate  by  untrufling  Ben.  under  the  Title 
oi:  Horace  Junior. 

III.  Northward  Hoe;   a  Comedy,    1607.  Webfler 
joined  in  this  Play.     The  Plot  is  founded  on  a  No- 
vel in  the  Ducento  NcveHe  del  Signior  Celio  Malefpini, 
Part  i.  Nov.  2. 

IV.  Weftward   Hoe  ;    a    Comedy,     1607.      Mr. 
Webfter  was  likewife  concerned  in  this  Performance. 

V.  fhe  Whore  of  Babylon-,  an  Historical  P<ay,  ac- 
ted by  the  Princess  Servants,  1607.     This  Play  was 
defign'd  to  illuftrate  the  Virtues  of  Qiieen  Eliza- 
beth,  to  expofe  the  Roman  Catholich  at  ti^at  Time^ 
and  fet  forth  the  Danger  which  that  good  Queen 
efcaped. 

VI.  7*  he  Hone  ft  Whore.  With  the  Humours  of  the  Pa- 
tient Man  and  the  Longing  Wife ;  a  Comedy,   1630. 
acted  by  her  Majefiy's  Servants  with  Applaufe. 

VII.  Match  me  in  London ;  a  Comedy,  1 63 1 .  This 
Play  is  Dedicated  to  Lodoutck  Cartel^  Efq,  and  was 
accounted  a  good  Play. 

VIII.  T'he  Hone  ft  Where.  Part  the  Second.  With  the 
Humours  of  the  Patient  Man^  and  the  Impatient  Wire ; 
alfo  the  Comical  PaJJage  of  an  Italian  Bridewell  ->  a  Co- 
medy, 1635.     This  Play  is  not  divided  into  Acts; 
and  Mr.  Langbain  tells  'us  it  was  never  acted.     6ee 
Harringtons  Epig.  at  the  end  of  his  Orlando  Furiofo. 

IX.  T*he  Wonder  of  a  Kingdom  ;  a  Comedy,  163^. 

X.  7?;e    Witch   of  Edmonton,   a  Tr  gedy,  1638. 
Mr.  Rowley  and  Mr.  Ford  joined  in  this  Play. 

XI.  If  this  bent  a  good  Play  the  Devil's  int;  a  Co- 
medy, acted  with  great  Applaufe  ;  Dedicated  to  his 
beloved  Friends  the  Players*     Pare  of  this  Play 

F  feems 
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(I  cms   to  be   taken  from    Mubiavel's  Belphegor,     a 
Novel. 

XII.  WYAT'J  Hflory;  a  Play,  writ  by  Mr. 
Decker  and  Mr.  Webjter.  See  the  English  Chronicle  in 
the  Reign  of  Queen  Mary. 


Sir   JOHN    D  E  N  H  A  M, 

Knight  of  the  Bath. 

THIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
Charles  I.  and   II  ;    and  was  not  only  of  the 
firii  Rank  in  Wit  and  Gallantry,  but  alfo  in  Loyalty. 
He  was  Son  of  Sir  John  Denham  of  Horfley  in  EJfex* 
Born  in  behind-,  his  Father  being,  at  the  time  of 
his  Birth,  a  Judge  and  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  that  Kingdom.  He  was  brought  over  from 
thence  very  Young,  upon  his  Father's  Promotion  to 
the  Exchequer  in  England  \  and  in  the  Year  163  i.  he 
was  fent  to  Trinity  College  in  Oxon.    He  remained  there 
fome  Years  j    and  arterwards    repairing  to  London 
he  iiudied  the  Civil  Law.     On  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  he  got  AdrmiTion  to  King  Charles  I. 
by   the  Atfiilance  of  Hugh  Peters,  being  then  ern- 
ployM  on  a  Mefta.ee  from  the  Queen:  This  Nego- 
tiation he  performed  fo  well,  that  he  was  intruited 
by  the  King  to  take  care  of  his  Letters  of  Corref- 
pondence  a:  Home  and  Abroad,  privately  in  London  ; 
but  after  a  ihort  fpace,  Mr.  Cowle\'s  Hand  being 
known,  he  was  difcover'd,  and  obiig'd  to  make  his 
Efcape  be\o,  d  Sea,  where  he  afterwards  gave  Ls 
Attendar.ce  on  King  Cha  les  II.  'all  tiie  Py-    brat  on. 
The  Ku  ^  c  t  jiHiin^s  goV<:  him  S  .bj^cts  to         "  on, 
for  the  Diverfio    ct"  his  melarxi  ^  \    f-i   .,:s,  w:  erc- 
in  ti/j   K-J     LK.OIQ  fell   fliorc  of     is  M., 
peaatk...     Hii  JN^ajci.y  made  inn  S^iv'j)or  Ge    - 
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fal  of  his  Royal  Buildings  ,•  and  at  his  Coronation 
created  him  Knight  of  the  Bath.  He  w.k  divers 
P6ems  and  Translations  ;  among  which,  Cooper's 
Hill  is  very  much  applauded  ;  a  Poem,  which  Mr. 
Dryden  tells  us,  for  the  Majefty  of  the  Stile,  is,  a'  d 
ever  will  be,  the  exact  Standard  cf  good  Writing. 
To  thefe  Poems  is  prefixed  one  Play  of  this  Au- 
thors, call'd, 

T'he  Sophy  ;    a   Tragedy,   acted  with  great  Ap- 

plaufe,  at  the  Theatre  in  Black-fry  ay  sy   1671.     The 

t  Plot  of  this  Piay  is  the  fame  with  that  of  Barons 

Mirz,dy  taken  from  Herberts  Travels  in  the  Life  of 

Abbas: 

He  died  at  Whitehall.,  in  the  Year  1668.  and  was 
buried  in  Vfoftmttft&r  Abbey  >  near  the  Remains  of  the 
Father  of  our  Englifi  Poets,  the  great  CHAUCER. 


JOHN  DENNIS. 


A 


Gentleman  now  living,  born  in  the  Year  165:7. 

and  Son  of  an  eminent  Citizen  of  London. 
He  had  his  firfl  Education  at  Ha  -row  on  the 
Hilly  under  the  pious  and  learned  Mr.  William 
Horn  j  having  with  him  as  School-Feilo  .vs,  tne  late 
Lord  Fi-ancis  Seymour,  afterwards  Duke  of  Somerset  y 
the  prefent  Duke  of  Somerfa  his  Brother,  and  fevcrul 
others,  who  have  fince  made  no  inconiiderable 
Figure  in  the  World.  He  remov'd  from  Harrow,  .o 
Caiut  College  in  Canib  idge,  where  he  took  cne  Degr^  s 
of  Batchelor  and  Mailer  of  Arts  ;  and  afcerWai'ds, 
deflring  rather  to  improve  his  Mind  tiian  his  i  v  .- 
tune,  he  faw  France  and  Italy.  In  ms  Youth  ne  was 
very  familiarly  converf  ait  with  fevcral  Genu~rrun 
about  Town  remarkable  for  their  ./it  and  Gail,  n^y  ; 
and  the  Affection  he  always  rud  for  Po^try5  and  wnicri 
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began  in  his  very  Infancy,  brought  him  acquainted 
with  Tome  of  the  mod  celebrated  Dramatick  Writers 
of  the  Age,  viz,.  Mr.  Dryden,  Mr.  Wycherkfr  Mr. 
Congreve  and  Mr.  Southern.  Mr.  Dennis  is  excellent  at 
Pindarick  Writings,  perfectly  regular  in  all  his  Per- 
formances j  and  a  Perfon  or  found  Learning  :  And 
that  he  is  Mailer  of  a  great  deal  of  Penetration 
and  Judgment,  his  Criticifms,  particularly  on  Sir 
Richard  BLicbnores  Prince  Arthur,  fufficiently  de- 
monftrate.  He  has  obliged  the  World  with  the 
following  Plays. 

I.  A  Plu  and  no  Plot ;   a  Comedy,   afted   at  the 
Theatre   Royal,    1697.    Dedicated   to  the    Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Sunderland.     This  Play,  I 
am  inform'd,  Mr.  Dennis  intended  as  a  Satire  upon 
the  Credulity  of  the  Jacobite  Party  at  that  Time ; 
and,  as  a  certain  Author  has  obferv'd,  is  exactly  re- 
gular,   and  difcovers   it   felf  to  be  written  by  a 
Matter  of  the  Art  of  the  Stage,  as  well  as  by  a  Man 
of  Wit. 

II.  R  i  N  A  L  D  o  and  A  R  M  i  D  A  ;   a.  Tragedy,    ac- 
ted at  the  Theatre  in  Lincolm-Inn-Fields,  1699.  Dedi- 
cated to  the  Duke  of  Ormond. 

III.  I  P  H  i  c  E  N  i  A  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  The- 
atre in  Uncolns-Iwtr Fields,  1700. 

IV.  Liberty  AJJened ',    a  Tragedy,   acted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Linco^ns-Inn-Fields,  by  her  Majefty's  Ser- 
vants, 1704.     This   Play   is  Dedicated  to  Anthony 
JIciilL\y  Efq;  and  was  acted  with  very  great  Ap- 
plaud*. 

V.  A  P  P  i  u  s  and  VIRGINIA  ,•  a  Tragedy,  acted 
at  the  Theatre  Royal  ;  Dedicated  to  Sidney  Earl  of 
Godolfbin. 

VI.  "The  Comical  Gallant ;    With  the  Humours  of  Sir 
JOHN  FA  L  s  T  A  F  F  ;  a  Comedy.    Being  an  Altera- 
tion of  Shakeffears  Merry  Wives  of  Windfvr. 

This 
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This  Gentleman,    in  his  Comedy,    hath   fhewn 
a    great  deal  of  Juilnefs,    and    Delicacy   of  Re- 
flcdion,  a  Pieafantnefs  of  Humour,  a  Novelty  and 
Diflinction    or"  Characters,    an    admirable  Conduct 
and  Defign,  and  a  ufeful  Moral.     When  he  firft  be- 
gan to  write  Tragedy,  he  faw,  with  Concern,  that 
Love  had  got  the  entire  polleflion  of  the   Tragick 
Stage,  contrary  to  the  Nature  and  Deiign  of  Tra- 
gedy,  the  Practice  of   Sopboc/es,  Eurifides,  and  cur 
Countryman  Shakeffear.  As  his  Intentions  were  more 
to  get  Reputation  than  Money,  and  to  gain  the  Ap- 
probation of  the  Judicious  and-  Knowing  (which 
he  look'd  upon  as  a  certain  Earned:  of  future  Fame) 
rather  than  of  a  Crowd  of  ignorant  Spectators  a  ;d 
Readers  ;    he  refblv'd  to  deviate  a  little  from   tue 
reigning  Practice  of  the  Stage ;  and  not  to  make  his 
Heroes  whining  Slaves  in  their  Amours  ;  which  not 
only  debates  the   Majefly    of  Tragedy,    but   con- 
founds moil  of  its  principal  Characters,  by  making 
that  PafTion  the  predominant  Quality   in  all ;    and 
which  mufl  for  ever  make  the  prefent  and  fucceedmg 
Writers  unable  to  attain  to  the  Excellency  of  the 
Ancients  :  But  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable  at  once 
to  fhew  his  principal  Characters  wholly  exempt  from 
it,  apprehending  that  fo  great  and  fudden  an  Alte- 
ration might  prove  difagreeable  ;  he  rather  chofe  to 
fleer  a  middle  Courfe,   and  to  make  Love  appear 
violent,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  give  way  to  the 
force  of  Reafon,  or  to  the  influence  of  fome  other 
more  noble  fa  (lion  ;  as  in  Rhuildo,  it  gives  place  to 
Glory  ,•  in  Ipbigtnia,  to  Friencifhip  ;   and  in  Liberty 
Afferiedy   to    the  publick    Good.     He  thoight  by 
thefe   means  an    Audience    might    be    entertain  d 
and    prepai'd    for  greater    Alterations,     whereby 
the    Dignity    of    Tragedy    might    be     fupported, 
and    its    principal    Characters    juflly   diftinguiih'd. 
He  has  writ  feveral  other  Pieces  both  in  Verie  and 

F  3  Profe, 
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Profe,  befkie  his  Dramatick  Works  ,•  the  chief  of 
Which,  with  Four  of  his  Plays,  are  publifVd  in  Two 
Volumes  Oclauo. 


Mr.  THOMAS   D  i  L  K  E. 


Author  was  fome  time  a  Student  of  Oriel 
College  in  Oxford,  afterwards  he  went  into  the 
Army,  and  quieted  the  Camp  for  the  Theatre.  He 
writ  the  Three  following  Pi  ays. 

I.  The  Lwer'*  Luck\  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the  The- 
atre in   Little  Lincolns-Jnn-Ftelds^    1696.     Dedicated 
to   the   Right  Honourable   the   Lord  Rab\.     This 
Play  was  ac~ted  with  general  Applaufe  ;  tho*  molt  of 
the  Characters  are  but  Copies,  Sir  Nicholas  Pur  flew, 
from  the  Antiquary  of  AIin-wicfry   Goofaxdelo,    from 
Mr.  CVoiiv/s  Sir  Courtly  Nice,  and  Sir  George  Etherege's 
Si  i"  Fop  ling  Flutter. 

II.  The  City  Lady,    or  Folly  Reclaim  d  ;   a  Comedy, 
acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  169  j. 

III.  7*/:e  Pretenders,  or  The  Tcii'/i  Unm&k'd'y  a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  the  Theatre   in  Little  Lixcclns-bin- 
Field?.     Both   thefe  Plays   were  unfuccefsfui  in  the 
Representation. 


.  THOMAS  DOG  'G  E  T. 

JTTHIS  excellent  Comedian  has  lately  quitted  the 
ixage,  to  the  great  Concern  of  all  Admirers  of 
Iluinoi.r.     Hci.as  given  us  one  Pia)  ,  call'd, 

The  Ci'.-ii.r  \  I •  \<\  •  a  Comedy,  ;:cted  at  the  New 
Theatre  in  Little  L.^.J^Ln-Field^  by  iiisMajefrys 

Serv^utsi 
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Servants,  1696.  Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Q.-mond. 
This  Play  was  acted  with  Applaufc.  It  Ins  ii^ce 
been  rediic'd  to  a  Farce  of  one  Act,  which  is  tfie 
bed  Entertainment  of  the  k;nd  belonging  to  the 
Evglijb  Theatre. 


.  JOHN   DOVER. 


A 


Gentleman  of  Grays-Inn,  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  II.     He   prefented  the  World 
with  one  Play  ;  cail'd, 

1*he  Roman  General^  or  1%e  Diftref.'d  Ladies,  a  Play 
written  in  Heroick  Verfe,  itfpy.  Dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Brook.  Mr.  Langbain 
tells  us  this  Play  was  never  a<5ted.  For  the  P'OL,  fee 
Plutarch's  Lives  of  Cxfar  and  Pomfey,  Lucan,  &c. 


Dr.  JAMES  DRAKE. 

TPHIS  Author  was  a  Member  of  the  College 
of  Phyficians,    and  Bred   at  Gonuile  and  Cams 
College  in  Cambridge.     He  writ  one  Play  ,-  cail'd, 

The  Sham  Lawyer,  or  T^he  Lucky  Exti  auagant ;  a 
Comedy,  aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal*  165)7.  This 
Play  is  for  the  mod  part  borrowed  rrom  two  Plays 
of  Fletcher,  "fke  Spanijh  Curate,  and  Wit  wit  hunt 
Money  j  but  it  did  not  meet  with  Succefs. 


F  4  JOHN 
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JOHN  PRYDEN, 

MR.  Dry  den  was  by  Defcent  a  Gentleman  of 
a  good  Family  in  Northampton/hire  ;  and 
born,  :  as  he  iiimfelf  fays,  in  a  Village  belonging  to 
the  late  Earl  of  Exeter  in  that  County.  He  had  his 
Education  at  Weftminfter  Sc  hool  (being  King's  Scholar 
there)  under  the  learned  Dr.  Eu&y  ;  and  in  the  Year 
1650.  he  was  elected  from  thence  to  Trinity  Cotieg^ 
Cambridge  ;  where  he  putfu'd  his  Studies,  with  his 
worthy  Friend  Sir  IVilllam  Bovoyer  of  Denbam  Court. 
Itm:.y  be  prefum'd  his  Genius  did  not  lead  him  early 
to  Poetry,  by  reafon  he  was  above  the  Age  of  Thirty 
before  he  obliged  the  World  with  his  firlt  Dramatick 
Performance  -}  but  when  once  he  appeared,  he  was 
inexhauftible,  like  Springs  a  long  time  collecting, 
which  form  a  Stream  not  eafily  to  be  drained. 

He  deferv'd,  in  mod  of  his  Writings,  the  highefi 
Applaufe  j  and  notwithstanding  he  was  generally 
very  much  carefs'd  by  the  generous  Part  of  Man- 
kind, yet  he  was  feldom  refpected  beyond  his  Merit. 
His  Dramatick  Pieces,,  tho'  by  fome  Criticks 
cfteem'd  the  moil  incorrect  of  his  Performances,  are, 
with  regard  to  their  Number,  equal  to  the  Produc- 
tions of  any  Ancient  or  Modern  Writer  ;  which  oc- 
cafionM  his  Advancement  to  be  Poet  Laureat  to 
King  James  II.  neither  was  he  lefs  eminent  in  Profe, 
he  being  at  the  fame  time  Hiiloriographer  to  that 
Prince. 

Mr.  Dry  den  was  not  only  a  voluminous  Dramatick 
Writer,  but  alib  a  very  jufl  one  in  molt  of  his  Per- 

formances : 


' 


to  his  1r  wjlatton  of  Virgil. 
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formances  :  And  thp'  he  borrow'd  fome  Hints,  and 
made  prodigious  Improvements  from  the  French 
Poets,  and  Greek  and  Latin  Authors;  and  I  ike  wife 
from  fome  of  the  Works  of  Shakeffear  and  others,  I 
cannot  be  of  opinion  with  Mr,  Langbamy  that  he  is 
therefore  a  mecr  Plagiary,  and  entirely  oblig'd  to 
them  for  the  Plots  and  Scenes  of  many  of  his  Plays. 
A  Hint  or  a  Theme  may  be  varioufly  work'd  up 
with  uncommon  Incidents  and  furprizing  Turns, 
and  thereby  a  fufficient  Novelty  introduced  to  lay 
Claim  to  Property.  And  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
generally  confefs'd  that  he  was  fo  far  from  the  pre- 
fent  Praclice  of  borrowing  whole  Scenes  and  Plots  of 
Plays,  and  frequently  making  them  worfe,  that  he 
never  (lole  any  entire  Incident,  or  was  found  in  any 
Theft  but  what  he  fet  off"  with  additional  Luftre, 
when  taken  even  from  die  belt  of  the  ancient  Wri- 
ters. 

Mr.  Laiiglain,  as  is  already  obferv'd,  in  a  Con- 
tinuation of  his  Treatjfe,  has  {hewn  a  great  deal  of 
private  and  ungenerous  Malice,  and  brought  in  fe- 
yeral  Things  no  way  relating  to'  the  Bufinefs  before 
him.  What  juft  Exception  is  it  to  the  Reputation 
of  a  Poet,  to  have  reflected  upon  a  Body  of  Men 
liable  to  Frailty, equal  with  any;  and  perhaps  equal- 
ly deferving  the  Charaderifticks  of  Mr.  Dry  den?  And 
that  he  was  a  Man  of  Religion,  I  need  only  mention 
the  Complaint  he  makes  to  my  Lord  Clifford,  in  one 
of  his  Dedications  of  Virgil  -,  which  will  be  a  lading 
Reproach" 'upon  this  Nation,  for  Ingratitude  to  a 
Perfon  of  Mr.  Drydens  Merit.  What  I  now  offer  to 
your  Lordjhif  (fays  he)  is  the  wretched  Remainder  of  a 
Jickl\  Age,  worn  out  -with  Study  and  oppreJSd  by  Fortune, 
'•without  other  Support  'than  the  Conflancy  and  Patience  of  a 
Chriftian. 

My  Predeceilbr,  in  this  Work,  will  not  allow  that 
the  World  could  poiiibly  agree  in  a  diftinguifh'd 

Character 
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Character  for  this  celebrated  Writer,  or  in  any  thing 
relating  to  him,  but  that  he  was  Poet  Laureat  and 
Hiftoricgrapher  to  King  Raines.  But  I  take  it  very 
few,  if  any  Perfons  can  deny,  that  Mr.  Dry  den  was  the 
greateft  Refiner  of  the  E/ghjJj  Language  and  Poetical 
Diction  that  ever  liv'd  ;  was  fo  much  Matter  of 
Verification  and  Numbers,  as  to  improve  the  Har- 
mony of  Poefy ;  that  he  reafon'd  ttrongly  in  Elegant 
Verie,-  and  wrote  with  very  great  Force  and  Eleva- 
tion. And  as  for  his  Criticiims  on  the  Works  of  his 
Predeceflbrs  Shakeffpar3  Fletcher  and  Ben.  Johnfon, 
wherein  he  is  accus'd  by  Mr.  Langlam  of  a  great 
deal  of  Ingratitude  and  Ill-nature  (not  to  mention  the 
Freedoms  reafonable  to  be  allow'd  fo  great  a  Man, 
when  we  have  fuch  numbers  of  ignorant  Pretenders 
to  Criticifm  in  this  Age)  I  {hall  here  infert  wha.t  the 
ingenious  :  Mr.  Ccngrei-e  has  faid  of  him,  which 
mutt  certainly  filence  Envy  and  Partiality. 

Mr.  Dry  den  had  Perfonal  Qualities  to  challenge 
both  Love  and  Efleem  for  all  who  was  truly  ac- 
quainted with  him :  He  was  of  a  Nature  ex- 
ceedingly humane  and  compaflionate,  eafily  for- 
giving Injuries,  and  capable  of  a  prompt  and  fin- 
<c  cere  Reconciliation  with  thofe  who  had  oft-ended 
"  him.  Such  a  Temperament  is  the  only  folid 
Foundation  of  all  moral  Virtues  and  fociable 
Endowments.  His  Fnendfhip,  where  he  pro- 
fefs'd  it,  went  much  beyond  his  Profeffions ;  tho' 
his  Hereditary  Income  was  little  more  than  a 
bare  Competency. 

As  hi.s  Reading  had  been  very  cxtenfive,  fo  was 
he  very  happy  in  a  Memory  tenacious  of  every 
thing  that  he  read.  He  was  not  more  portefs'd  of 

'  <c  Know- 


IV, •  .-  cf  ^+r.  DryJen'j  Brxmatick  IVcrks   to  the  Duke 

of  Newcaftle. 
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"  Knowledge  than  he   was  Communicative  of  it ; 

"  But  then  his  Communication  of  it   was   by  no 
means  Pedannck  cr  impos'd  upon  the  Gonverfa- 

5e  tion  ;  but  jufl  fuch,  and  went  fo  far,  as  by  the  na- 

cc  tural  Turns  of  the  Difcourfe  in  which  he  was 
engag'd,  it  was  necefiarily  promoted  or  required. 
lC  He  was  extream  ready  and  gentle  in  his  Cor- 
rection of  the  Errors  of  any  Writer,  who  thought 
fit  to  confuit  him  ;  and  full  as  ready  and  patient 
to  admit  of  the  Reprehenfion  of  others,  in  re- 
fpect  of  his  own  Overiight  or  Miilakes.  He  was 
of  very  eafy,  I  may  fay  of  very  pleafing  Accefs,  but 
fomewhat  flow,  and,  as  it  were,  diffident  in  his 
Advances  to  others.  He  had  fomething  in  his 
Nature  that  abhorr'd  Intrufion  into  any  Society 
whatfoever.  Indeed  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he 
was  rather  blameable  in  the  otliej:  Extream  ;  for 
by  that  means,  he  was  perfonally  lefs  known  ; 
and  consequently  his  Character  might  become 
liable  both  to  MiTapprehenfion  and  Mifreprefen- 
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To  the  befl  of  my  Knowledge  and  Obferva- 
tion,  he  was,  of  all  Men  that  ever  I  knew,  one 
"  of  the  moit  Modeft,    and  the  mofl  eafily  to  be 
difcountenanc'd  in  his  Approaches,  either  to  hi£ 
"  Superiors  or  his  Equals." 

Tins  is  the  Perfonal  Character  of  Mr.  Dryden, 
given  by  Mr.  Congreve',  and  his  Talents  in  Poetry,  and 
extenfive  Capacity,  can  no  way  be  more  elegant- 
ly and  particularly  illuilrated,  than  in  the  Continua- 
tion of  that  Gentleman's  Encomiums  upon  his  de- 
ceafcd  Friend  ;  which  is  as  follows  : 

tc  As  to  Mr.  D,-)de,fs  v/ritings,  I  fb«ll  not  take 
upon  me  to  fpcak  of  them;  for  to  Ly  little  of 
them,  would  not  be  to  do  them  right;  and  to  fey 
all  that  I  ought  to  lay,  would  be  to  be  very  Vo- 
luminous,  But  I  may  venture  to  lay  in-  general 
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"  Terms,  that  no  Man  hath  written  in  our  Lan- 
"  guage  To  much  and  fo  various  Matter,  and  in  ib 
"  various  Manners,  fo  well.  Another  thing  I  may  fay 
"  was  very  peculiar  to  him;  which  is,  that  his  Parts 
tc  did  not  decline  with  his  Years  :  But  that  he  was 
an  improving  Writer  to  nis  laft,  even  to  ne-r 
Seventy  Years  of  Age  ;  Improving  even  in  Fire 
"  and  Imagination,  as  well  as  in  Judgment ;  witnefs 
"  his  Ode  onSr.  Cecilia  s  Daj,  and  his  Fables  his  lad 
"  Performances. 

He  was  equally  excellent  in  Verfe  and  in  Profe  : 
His  Profe  had  all  the  Qearnefs  imaginable,  to- 
gether with  ail  the  Noblenefs  of  Expreffion,  all 
the  Graces  and  Ornaments  proper  and  peculiar 
to  it,  without  deviating  into  the  Language  or  Dic- 
Cf  tion  of  Poetry.  I  make  this  Obfervation  only  to 
diflinguim  his  Siilc  from  that  of  many  Poetical 
Writers,  who  meaning  to  write  harmonioufly  in 
"  Profe,  do  in  truth  often  write  meer  Blank  Verfe. 
"  His  Verification  and  his  Numbers  he  could 
learn  of  no  Body  :  For  he  firft  poflefs'd  thofe  Ta- 
lents in  perfection  in  our  Tongue  :  And  they  who 
<c  have  beft  fucceeded  in  them  fince  his  Time,  have 
been  indebted  to  his  Example  ;  and  the  more  they 
have  been  able  to  imitate  him,  the  better  have 
they  fucceeded. 

"  As  his  Stile  in  Profe  is  always  fpecifically  dif- 
ferent rrom  his  Stile  in  Poetry  j  io  on  the  other 
hand,  in  his  Poems,  his  Diction  is,  wherever 
his  Subj.cl  requires  it,  fo  Sublime,  and  fo  truly 
Poetical,  that  its  Ellen ce,  like  that  of  pure  Gold, 
cannot  be  deftroyM  Take  his  Verfes  and  di- 
ved them  of  their  Rhimcs,  difjoint  them  in  their 
"Numbers,  tranfpofe  their  Expreiilons,  make  what 
Arrangement  and  Difpofition  you  pleafe  cf  his 
Words,  yet  fhall  there  eternally  be  Poetry,  and 
fomething  winch  will  be  found  incapable  of  being 
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r£folv'd    into   abfolute    Piofe  ;    an   inconteftable 
CharafterifHck  of:  a  truly  Poetical  Genius. 

I  will  fay  bun  one  Word  more  in  general  of  his 
Writings;  which  is,  that  what  he  lias  clone  in  any 
one  Species,  or  diihncl:  kind,  wo'uJdhave  been  fiif- 
ficient  to  have  acquir'd  him  a  great  Name.  If  he 
had  written  nothing  but  his  Prefaces,  or  nothing 
but  his  Songs,  or  his  Prologues,  each  of  them 
would  have  intitled  him  to  the  Preference  and 
Diftindion  of  excelling  in  his  kind. 
Mr.  Congreve,  out  ot  the  good  Nature  peculiar  to 
him,  has  given  this  fhining  Character  of  Mr.  Dry  dens 
Talents  ;  which,  by  all  impartial  Readers,  muft  be 
allow'd  to  be  no  lefs  juft  than  affectionate.  Mr. 
Dryden  wat  the  Darling  of  the  Mufes,  andfurpaffd  all 
ether  Writers  of  his  Time,  at  Fire  dees  all  other  Elements  ; 
and  in  a  Copy  of  Verfes  fent  to  him  by  Mr.  Congreve, 
on  his  Translation  of  Per  Jim,  are  the  following 
Lines  j  which  not  only  demonftrate  the  very  great 
Merit  of  Mr.  Dryden,  but  fhew  the  moil  confum- 
mate  Wit  and  Judgment  of  the  Author. 

Old  Stcick  Virtue^  dad,  in  rugged  Lines, 
Polijhd  by  you,  in  modern  Brilliant  jhines ; 
And  CM  before,  for  Perfius  our  Efleem 
To  his  Antiquity  was  paid,  not  him  : 
So  neiv,  whatever  Praife  from  us  is  due, 
Belongs  not  to  Old  Periius,  but  the  New. 
For  fti.ll  obfcure  to  us,  no  Light  he  gives  ; 
Dead  in  himfelf,  in  you  alone  he  lives. 
So  ftubborn  Flints  their  inward  Heat  conceal, 
yrfiU  An  and  Force  th'  unwilling  Sparks  reveal  : 
But  thro' your  Skill,  from  thofef mall  Seeds  of  Fire 
Bright  Flames  anfe,  which  never  Jh all  expire. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Addifon,  in  his  Account  of  rhe  Englifo  Poets; 
writ  in  the  Year  1695.  gives  this  Character  of  Mr. 
s  Writings  in  general. 


But  fee  where  artful  Dryden  next  appears, 
Grown  old  in  Rhime,  but  tkorming  ev  n  in  Tears, 
Great  Dryden  next  !  whi.fi  tuneful  Mufi  affords 
The  fxeeteft  Numbers,  and  the  ftt  eft  Words. 
Whether  in  Comtek  Sounds,  or  Tragick  Airs 
She  forms  her  Voice,  jhe  moves  cur  Smiles  or  Tears; 
If  Satire,  or  Heroick  Strains,  jhe  writes, 
Her  Hero  pleajes,  and  her  Satire  bites. 
From  her  no  harjb  unartful  Numbers  fall, 
She  wears  all  Dreffes,  andfbe  charms  in  all. 

I  come  now  to  his  Plays,  wherein  I  {hall  be  as 
concife  as  may  be  ;  but  withal  take  notice  (in  the 
fame  manner  as  I  do  of  all  others)  from  whom 
he  has  borrow'd  any  part  of  his  refpective  Perfor- 
mances. I  begin  in  their  Order  of  Time. 

I.  "The  Wild  Gallant  ;  a  Comedy,    written  in  the 
Year  1669.  and  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal*     This 
was  the  firft  Attempt  which   Mr.  Dryden  made  in 
Dramatick  Poetry  ,•  and  met  with  fo  little  Succefs 
in  the  Action,  that  if  he   had  not  had  a  peculiar 
force  of  Inclination  to  writing,  he  would  have  been 
fufficiently  di&ourag'd  from  any  farther  Progrefs  ; 
for  this  Play  indeed  made  no  Promifes  of  that  great 
Man  he  was  afterwards  to  be. 

II.  The  Lidmn  Emperor,  or  The  Cowjueft  of  Mexico 
i\  the  Spaniards,  being  the  Sequel  of  the  Indian  Queen  ; 
a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1670. 
This  Play   is  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe,  and  has  ap- 
pear'd  on  the  Stage  with  great  Approbation.     For 
the  Story  confult  Lopez,  de  Gamare.  H/fl.  general  de  las 
Incus  C7  de  Conq:ufta  de  Mexico.  De  Bry  America  pars  9. 
!•   7-  Ogilbfs  America,  chap.   3.  ftcl,  10.  Mariana  de 
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Rcb.  Hifp.  lib.    26.    cap.  3.  Sir  Paul  Ricaut'j  Hift.  of 

III.  An  Ewenitigs  Lcve,  or  *fke  Mock  Aft.olvger ;   a 
Comedy,  1671.  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal;  Dedi- 
cated   to    the   Duke   of  Neiucaftle.     The   principal 
Plot   of  this  Play  is  built  on  Caldcrons  El  Aflrologo 
fingido.     And  the   Play  is,    for  the  moil  part,  taken 
from    Cor  nei  lies   k  feint    Aftrologne,    Moliere's   Depetit 
Amnreux ,    and    les    Precieufes    Ridicules  ;     Quinaults 
L'Amant   Lid/fcret.     And   fome    Hints    from  Sbaks- 
fpear. 

IV.  Marriage  A-la-mtde  j    a  Comedy,  1673.  ac- 
ted at  the  Theatre  Royal  ;  Dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the   Earl   of  Rocbefler.      The   ferious 
Part  of  this  Play  is  founded  on  the  Story  of  Sefoftris 
and    itmareta  in   Grand  Cyrm,  part  9.  bcok  3.     The 
Characters  ofPalamede  and£.odophi!  feem  to  be  taken 
from  the  Story  of  Tyriaathes  and  Panbenia,  in  the  fame 
Romance,  p.  6.1.  i.  Melantbus  mak;ng  Love  to  Do- 
ralice  from  Les  Comes  D'Ouvilk)  part  i.  fag.  13, 

V.  Ambojna  j  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  1673.     The  Plot  of  this  Play   is  chiefly 
founded   on  Hiflory  ;    being  an    Account   of  the 
Cruelty  of  the  Dutch  to  our  Country-men  in  Amboy 
na,  A.  D.  i<5i8.  For  which  fee  Stubby 

tory  of  Man,  lib.    4.  c.    10.    The 

by  Harman,  is   built  on  a  Novel  of  Cynthais  Gyraldi, 

Deca.  5.  Nov.  10. 

VI.  fhe  Miftaken  Hatband-,    a   Comedy,    1675, 
acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal.     This  Play  is  in   the 
nature   of  Farce ;  or,   as  the  French  term  it,  Baffe 
Comedie.     'Tis  writ   on  the  Model  of  Plautms  Mx- 
wecbmi.     Mr.  Dry  den  was  not  the  Author  of   this 
Piay,  but  he  added  a  valuable  Scene  to  it. 

VII.  AURENGE-ZEBE,  wT'be Great  Mogul \  a  Tra- 
gedy, acted  at  the  Tneatre  Royal,  1675.     Mr.  Lang- 
lam  determines,  that  the  Characters  of  Awevge-Zefa 

and 
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and  Nburmahal &T*  borrowed  from  Seneca  sPhxdr a  and 

Hippolytm:  But  as  a  latter  Writer  obfcrves,  there's 
nothing  alike  through  their  whole  Story,  only  theLove 
of  a  Son-in-law,  and  his  Avcriion  ,  but  that  does  b^ 
no  means  conffitute  the  Character  (wnich  is  a  thing 
Mr.  Langbain  feems  never  to  under  (land)  Hiffdytus 
has  an  Aver/ion  to  Love,  Aurenge-Zebe  is  in  Love^  and 
much  more  polite  ;  Hippofyttu  was  a  Hunter,  and 
Aurenge-Zde  a  Warrior  :  Nourinahal  is  a  degree  be- 
yond the  Lewdnefs  of  ev'n  Senectfs  Pbadra,  who 
degenerated  extremely  from  her  Original  in  Euri- 
pides j  and,  indeed,  (hews  none  of  her  Qualities  but 
Revenge  for  Difappointment  in  Love.  Mr.  Dsjdefi 
is  blam/d  by  the  Criticks  for  this  Line. 

Tct  her  akve  let  net  yew  Thunder  fe/z,c. 

• 

The  Beauty  of  Seneca's  Expreffion,  Me  velox  cremet 
tranfa&fit  ignis  (which  it  muff  be  confefs'd,  is  borrowed 
by  Mr.  Dryderi)  is  loll:  in  this  Translation;  for  feiz- 
ing  is  too  calm  and  impotent  a  Word  to  exprefsthe 
force  of  a  Thunder-bolt.  But  this  feems  to  be  the 
eftcttonly  of  writing  in  Rhime,  and  not  thro'  any 
want  of  Judgment. 

VIII.  "The  lempeft,  or  T*he  Inchamed  I/land ;  a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York's 
Theatre,  in  the  Year  i6j6.     This  is  only  an  Altera- 
tion   of  one  of  Shakef pear's   Plays,  by  Sir  William 
D'Avtnant  and  Mr.  Dry  den,  as  is  acknowledged  by  the 
Author.     Tho'  Mr.  Lartgbain,  in   many  places,   at- 
tacks Mr.  Dr\den  for  ungrateful  Treatment  of  his 
Predeceflbrs  ;  yet  he  fays  here,  'tis  to  his  Praife  that 
lie  fo  much  commends  his  deceased  Brother. 

IX.  Feign' 'd  Lm<t<.ence,  or  Sir  MARTIN  MAR-ALL  ;  a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1678. 
The   Foundation  of  this  Play  is  originally   F,encby 
which  feems  to  be  the  reafon  that  Mr.  Dryden  has 

not 
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not  affix'd  his  Name  to  it.  The  grcateft  part  of  tli-j 
Plot,  and  fome  of  the  Language  of  Sir  Atuth/,  is 
taken  from  Qutnauh  s  L'Antant  indtfcrct)  The  tndifcreet 
•Lover,  ati&Mflfieres  L'Eftonrdi.  iVarx?, 'splaying  on 
the  Lute  inftead  of  his  Mafter ;  and  his  being  frr- 
prizM  by  his  Folly,  from  Ftrmuron^  I.  7.  Old  Mo.dy 
and  Sir  Johns  being  let  up  in  their  Altitudes,  from 
Shakerly  Marmions  Antiquary. 

X.  TheAjJignation,  or  Love  in  a  Nunnery  ;  a  Comedy, 
a<5ted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1678.  This  Play  is 
Dedicated  to  Sir  Charles  Sidlev,  and  fiicceeucd  but 
ill  in  the  Reprefentation.  Several  of  the  Incidents 
and  Characters  are  borrowed.  The  Character  of  the 
Duke  of:  Mantua,  Frederick  and  Lucretia,  from  Con- 
fiance  the  fair  Nun,  Annals  of  Lwe,  p.  Si.  Aurelian, 
Camilla y  Laura  and  Vtoletta^  from  Scamtfs  Comical 
Romance.  Emitus  Arfe<5tation  of  Muficlc,  from  Qtii- 
vault  s  Jadokty  in  his  Cwned&'jaitf  Comedie  ;  Fi-omcr.a's 
throwing  Water  on  Laura,  from  Les  Contes  de  M.  de 
hi  Pom aine,  fart  i .  No*v.  1 1 .  p.  74. 

XL  'The  State  of  Innocence,  or  The  Fall  of  MM  ;  an 
Opera,  1 578.  This  Opera  is  taken  from  Milton  s  Pa- 
rad;fe  kft  ;  and  is  Dedicated  to  her  Royal  Highnefs 
the  Dutchefs.  Tbfa.&ryden  is  accused  by  fome  Criticks 
of  Abfurdity  in  this  Performance;  as  his  making 
Lucifer  before  the  V/orld  was  made,  or  at  lead  the 
Devil  knew  any  thing  of  its  Form,  Matter,  or 
Vicifli tildes.  Bur  this  Piece  is  commended  in  a 
Copy  ot'  Verfes  written  by  Mr.  Lee  \  and  the  Author 
has  prerixt  an  Apology  for  Hercick  Poetry  and  Po- 
etick  Licence. 

XII.  'The  Conquefl  of  Granada  ly  the  Spjai&'ds,  Tii'O 
Pans  -,  a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  1678.  Thefe  Piays  are  Dedicated  to  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  and  have  been 
a<5ted  with  very  great  Applaufe.  Mr.  Langbaiu  tells 
us,  that  the  main  Plot,  Thoughts  and  Quu'actsrs  cf 
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thefe  Plays  are  borrow'ci  from  French  and  SfaniJJ)  Ro- 
mances^ as  Almahide,  Grand  GyrM,  Ibrahim,  and  Guj- 
man  -,  and  defcends  to  Particulars  too  numerous  to 
have  place  in  this  Treatife  :  But  tho'  Mr.  Langbain 
is  of  Opinion,  that  the  Character  of  Almanwr  is 
very  like  Ponce  de  Leon,  in  Almahide  ;  yet  Ahnan^or 
feems  rather  to  be  a  Copy  of  the  Achilles  of  Homer, 
ill  underflood.  'Tis  no  wonder  that  the  Succefs  of 
thefe  Plays  rous'd  the  Envious,  and  introduced  very 
particular  and  barbarous  Criticifms,  efpecially  of 
Mr.  Langbain  ;  when  'tis  not  long  fince  one  of  the 
fineit  Writers  of  the  prefent  Age,  met  with  the 
fame  ungenerous  Treatment,  upon  obliging  the 
Town  with  a  beautiful  *  Performance.  And  I 
think  the  fingle  Confideration  of  Mr.  Drydens  ha- 
ving produced  fix  Dramatic  k  Performances  in  one 
Year,  is  fufficient  to  attone  for  iiKonfiderable  Thefts, 
and  trivial  Irregularities. 

XIII.  All  for   Love,    or   fhe   World  well  left; 
a  Tragedy,    acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,    1678. 
Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Danby.    This  Play  is  writ- 
ten in  Imitation  of  Shakeff  ear's  Stile  ;    and  chiefly 
taken    from   his   Anthony   and  Cleofatra.      For  the 
Plot  fee  Plutarch's  Life  of  Anthony,  Suetonius  in  Aug. 
Dion.  CaffiWj  lib.  48,  51.  Orojiw,  LI.  6.  c.  7. 

XIV.  Tyrannich   Love,    or  T'he   Royal  Martyr-,  a 
Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1679.    This 
Play  is  Dedicated  to   the  moft   iiluflrious   Prince 
Barnes  Duke  of  Monmonth  ,  and  is  written  in  Heroick 
Verfe.     The  Plot   of  this   Tragedy,  Mr.  Langbain 
fays,    is  founded    on    Hiftory,    Zofnnw,,  lib.  4.  So- 
crates, hi.  5.  r.  14.  Herodian,  I.  7.  C7  8.  Jill.  Cap:t.  in 
I/it.  Max.  Jun. 

XV.  T  R  o  1  1  u  s  and  C  R  E  s  s  i  D  A,  or  Tl  uth  fiund 
cut  too  late  ;  a  Tragedy,  aded  at  the  Duke's  Theatre, 


*  Mr.  Addifon'j  Gate. 
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This  Play  was  firft  written  by  Sflakefptar,  but 
revi.sM  by  Mr.  Drydcn,  who  added  feveral  new 
Scenes  ;  and  the  lafl  Scene  in  the  Third  Act,  is  al- 
low Jd  to  be  a  Maflcr-piece.  The  Story  is  to  be 
found  in  Chaucer  s  TjWzw  and  Creffida.  This  Play  is 
Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Sunderlaxd  ;  and  has  a  Pre- 
face prefixed,  containing  the  Grounds  of  Criticilin 
in  Tragedy. 

XVI.  OEDIPUS  King  of  Thebes  ;    a    Tragedy, 
acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1679.    It  was 
written  by  Mr.  Dryden  and  Mr.  Lee.     This  Tragedy 
is  efteem/d  one  of  the  beft  we  have  extant :  There 
are  many  Things  taken  from  Sophocles  ;  and  if  the 
Authors  had  followed  Sophocles  yet  clofer,  in  the  Opi- 
nion of  the   beft  Judges,  it  had  certainly  exceeded 
the  beft  of  our  other  Modern  Plays,-  fo  far  are  they 
from  being  accus'd  as  Plagiaries  here.     Oedipus's  Re- 
lifh  of  an  Embrace  of  Jucafta,  after  he  had  fled  from 
his  Crown  and  pull'd  out  his  Eyes,  is  judg'd  an  Ir- 
regularity. 

XVII.  Secret  Love,  or  <fhe  Maiden  Queen  ;  a  Tragi- 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  '1679.     The 
ferious  part  of  the  Plot  is  founded  on  the  Hiftorv  of 

JT  . 

Ctedttfine  Queen  of  Corinth,  p.  7.  b.  7.  The  Cha- 
racters cf  Celadon,  Florimet,  OUuda,  and  Sabma,  are 
borrow'd  from  the  Hiftorv  of  Pififlratus  and  Ce- 

•  »/  j 

r'mtba  in  Grand  Cyrus,  p.  $•  l\  3.  and  the  French  Mar- 
quis from  Ibrahim,  p.  2 .  b.  i . 

XVIII.  T'he  Rival  Ladies  ;    a    Tragi-Comedy, 
acted  at  the  Theatre    Royal,   1^79.     This  Play  is 
Dedicated   to  the  Right  Honourable  R^ger  Earl  of 
Orrery,  in  the  nature  of  a  Preface,  written  in  Defence 
of  Englijb  Verfe.    Mr.  Dryden  alledgcs  that  this  Play 
was  iiiit  written  by  the  late  Lord  EuJJntrfl,  after- 
wards Earl  of  Dorjet:  but  Mr.  Langbtiin  affirms  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Norton  wrote  the  three  ririt  Acts  of  it,  and 
that  not  in  Khime,  but  in  Blank  Verfe.     The  Dif- 

G  2  pute 
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pure  betwixt  Amideo  and  H\politoy  and  Gwfalvas 
tiqhting  \vith  the  Fyrates,  is  borrow'd  from  EKcolpius. 
Gitotty  Eumolpus  and  Te\phenas  boarding  the  VeiTel 
ot"  Lycasy  in  Petronius  Arbiter  ,•  and  the  Cataftrophe 
refembles  Scarroas  Rival  Brothers. 

XIX.  The  kind  Keeper y    or    Mr.  LIMBE*HAM; 
a  Comedy,   aded  at   the  Duke's   Theatre,  1680. 
Mr.  Fiiiutly's  Difcovcry  of  Love-all  in  the  Cheft  ;  fee 
CMitbh  G)'\ildiy  p.  i.Dec.  3.   N.  3.   Mrs.  Brainjick's 
pricking  and  pinching  him,  fee  Triumph  of  Love  over 
/           ;  a  Novel. 

XX.  'The   Spanish  Fry  fir  ^  or  The  Double  Difccvery  ; 
a   Tragi-Comedy,    adted  at   the  King's  Theatre, 
1 68 1.     Here  Mr.  Lcmglaiu  rails  at  Mr.  Dryden  vehe- 
mently, for  his  Character  of  Dominick,  a  Satire  on  the 
Rwiy)  Priefts  only,  which  he  would  have  extend  to 
the  Clergy  in  general  of  all  Opinions.     The  comical 
Parts  ot  Lorenzo  and  Elvira,  arc  founded  on  a  No- 
vel, call'd    The   Pilgrimage  i  written  by  Monfieur  S. 
Brcmond. 

XXI.  The  Duke  of  Guife,   a  Tragedy,   aded  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1683.     The  Plot  is  taken  from 

erayy  and  other  Writers  in  the  Reign  of 
C7c.  For  the  Story  of  Malicorn  the  Con- 
juror, read  Reflet's  Hifloires  Tragiques  en  la  vie  de 
(  ..  L,  p.  445;.  Mr.  Lee  aflifled  Mr.  Dry  den  in  the 
compoHng  ot  this  Play. 

XXII.  ALBION  and  ALBANUS;   an   Opera, 
pcrform'd  at  the  Queen's  Theatre  in  Dorfet-Garden> 
i  -          The  Subject  is  wholly  Allegorical,   and  ex- 
pnfl-d  the  Lord  Shaftesbury  and  his  Adherents. 

XXIII.  Dvn  SEBASTIAN  King  of  Portugal y  a 
1         dy,  acred  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  in  the  Year 
^             Th.    Iv.iy,  Mr.  Langbain  informs  us,  is  one 
<  •   the  l)L'ft  of  Mr.  Drjela/s,  and  was  afed  with 
gear  Applaufc.     It  is  founded  chiefly  on  a  F.ench 

!  ut"  the  fame  Name. 

XXIV.  King 
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XXIV.  King  ARTHUR,  or  The  Britijh  Worthy  ; 
a  Tragedy,  afted   at  the  Theatre  in  Dorfet  Garden, 
1691.  Dedicated  to  the  Marquis  of  Halifax.     This 
Play  confifts  more  of  Singing  and  fine  Scenery,  than 
of  Excellency  in  the  Drama.  The  Incidents  are  extra- 
vagant, and  Mr.  Dry  dens  great  Genius  fhines  very 
little  in  it.  'The  Inch  anted  Wood,  and  Ofmond's  Art,  are 
borrowed   from  fqjfo  ;  and  the  fabulous  Story   of 
King  Arthur,  you  may  read  in  Geoffry  of  Monmouth. 

XXV.  AMPHITRYON,  or   "the  Two  S  o  c  i  KS  ; 


J 

a  Comedy  -,   acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
Dedicated  to  Sir  Levif&n  Cower,  Bart.  It  is  taken 
from  Plautws  Play  of  the  fame  Name. 

XXVI.  C  L  E  o  M  E  N  E  s,  The  Spartan  Hero  ;  a  Tra- 
gedy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1692.     This  Play 
was  acted  with  great  Applaufe,  notwithflanding  ic 
was  mifreprefented  by  fome  of  Mr.  Drydens  Ene- 
mies at  Court.   The  Plot,  the  Author  owns,  is  taken 
from  Plutarch  ,•    but  to  the  Story  he  has  added  the 
Love  of  Caffandra  for  Cleomenes,  and  has  given  him 
a  Second  Wife.     See  more  of  Cleomenes  in  Polybius  and 
Cornelim  Nepos. 

XXVII.  Love  Triumphant,  or  Nature  will  prevail ; 
a  Tragi-Comedy,     acted  at  the   Theatre    Royal, 
1694.     Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  James 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  &c.  This  Play  had  net  fo  good 
Succefs  as  many  of  Mr.  Drydens  met  with  ;  but  in 
feveral  Parts  the  Genius  of  that  great  Man  breaks 
out,  efpecially  in  the  Scene  of  the   Difcovery   of 
Alphonfo's  victorious  Love,  and  the  laft  Scene,  where 
the    Cataftrophe   is   extremely    moving.      In    the 
Epiftle  Dedicatory  to   this  Play,    Mr.    Dryden   in- 
form Jd  us,  that  it  was  the  laft  he  intended  for  the 
Theatre.     Thefe  his  Dramatical  Works  are  lately 
re-prinped  in  Six  Volumes   i  2°.    and  Dedicated  to 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  by  Mr,  Congyei?. 

G  3  Thus 
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i.rs  \lr.Dnticn,  in  the  fpace  of  27  Years,    (bo- 
lides his  other  numerous  Poetical  Writings)  produc'ci 
and  'tis  generally  cbferv'd,that  many  of  his 
Dramatical  Performances  are  Airy  toa  Degree,  and 
I       Icr  i    on  Obfccnitv  :  In  anfwer  to  which  I  have 

* 

heard  it  offer  d  in  his  Favour,  that  his 
"N\c;:{Ti:ies  obliged  him  to  a  Conilancy  of  writing 
for  the  Entertainment  of  the  Town,  the  Tafle  ofc 

iiich  was  very  much  deprav'd  j  and  that  he  has  de- 
clai'd  he  never  writ  b^it  one  Dramaricl;  Piece 
to  p.'-j.i!:j  hirafelf,  in  his  whole  Life  ;  which  I  think 
is  related  to  be  his  Spaniji  Fryar,  or  The  Double 
DJc 

j-le  died  at  Londw,  in  the  Year  1700.  and  in  the 
tfyth  Year  of  his  Age.  Ke  was  buried  at  Weftmin- 
/.  .  And  the  prefcnt  Duke  of  fiiewcaftle,  out  or*  his 
ire  Liberality,  and  unprecedented  Efteem  for 
Merit,  has  lately  order'd  a  noble  Monument  to  be 
cr_::d  over  his  Remains. 

^CC 


Mr.  J  o  H  x  D  R  Y  D  E  x,  Junior. 

A  Son  of  the  great  Mr.  Dryden.     He  went  early 
to  Rwe,    where  he  war>  entertain'd  by  the 
,   as  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  his  Bed-Cham- 
ber.     He  v          one  Play. 

The  Hmiai'd  his  ovn  Cuckold  -3  a  Comedy,    aded  at 

the  Theatre  Royal  in  Little  Lineolm-Lm-FiMs,  1696. 

i    to   the    Right    Honourable   Sir   Robert 

This  Play  is  introduced  with  a  Preface 

us  Father. 


Mr. 
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.  THOMAS  DUFFET. 

THIS  Author  was  a  Milliner  in  the  New  Ex- 
change ;  but  his   Genius  leading  him  to  Po- 
etry   (particularly  low   Comedy)    he    wrote   four 
Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  The   Spanijh  Rcgue  ;    a   Comedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1(574.    Dedicated  to  Madam  Eh- 
anor  Gwyn.   By  Mr.  Langbams  Remarks  on  this  Play, 
it  fliould  be  Heroick  Verfe,  which  is  very  unufual 
in  Comedy  ;  and  tho'  it  is  one  of  the  befl  of  this 
Author's,  yet  it  had  but  indifferent  Succefs. 

II.  The  Mock  Tewfeft,  or  The  Imhanted  Caflle  ;    a 
Farce,  aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  i6j6.     This 
Piece  was  pnrpofely  writ  in  a  Btirlefque  Stile  -3  and 
defign'd  to  draw  Spedators  from  the  other  Theatre, 
there  being,  at  that  Time,  a  great  refort  thither,  to 
fee  the   Play  revived,   call'd   The  Tempeft.     It  is  in- 
termixt  with  fo  much-Scurrillity,  that  when  it  was 
prefented  at  the  Theatre  in  Dublin,  feveral  Ladies 
and  Perfons  of  the  beft  Quality,  quitted  the  Houfe  : 
Such  Ribaldry,   according  to  Horace,  pleafing  none 
but  the  Rabble. 

Qffenduntur  enim,  quibtu  eft  equw,  &  pater,  &  res  : 
Nee  Jl  quid  fri  'Eli  ciceris  prcbat,  &  nucis  emptor, 
sEqius  accipiunt  animis,  donantve  Corona. 

Hor.  d.e  Art.  Poet. 

III.  Beauties  Triumph  ;   a  Mafque,  i6j6.  prefen- 
ted by  the  Scholars  of  Mr.  Bamfter  and  Mr.  Hart, 
at  the  Boarding  School  at  Chelfey. 

G  4  IV.  PSYCHE 
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IV.  P.SYCirr.   Dt'bauch'd;    a  Comedy,   cr  Mock 
O  .-  ',  .i.i.cl  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1678.     This 
iqiie  on  Shad^e'lfs  Pfiche,  as  was  the  above 
on  the  Tempfp)  or  The  Lxhanted  Ifland, 
\  Alterations  rrt  m  SftlkeffMr,    by  Mr. 

D 

\\  L...-  S     i     "  ivth  of  them  had,  as  Mr.  Lavgba'm 

vess  may  be  Icanui  from  theft  Lines  ; 

'fg.\'c  appMr  d  with  Impudence  ', 
_•,'.:./'/>/:.*  '<//"/  Novelty,  for  vant  of  Senfe, 

:  fh'f  /'-'  ^tnff,  tfa  Tpwnat  laftdefpUd, 

,i\tthc  Full),  that  the)  once  had  friz.'  d. 

au^  Art.  of  Poe 


t. 


1     i 


ylfr.   THOMAS  D  u  R  F  E  Y. 

r~T^  f  i  I  S  Geiuleman  was  born  in  the  County  of 

Dt^  ;:,  :.i'd  \vas  hrfl  bred  to  the  Law.     He 

has  wrrfc  rear  Thirty  Plays  with  various  Succtfs;  but 

has  this  Satislnc"tion,  that  the  greateit  Part  of 

I    diet   with  Approbation.     His  Excellency  is 

l..rcj,  \vhich  ilicws  itfcif  in  moft  of  his  Dramatick 

\.  ( >i .  he  mult  certainly  be  allow'd  a  greater 

Mailer  v.  the  Compoiiire  of  Song'?,  than  at  Theatri- 

Hc  has  f]:twn  himfelf  a  notable  Pla- 

at  many  of  his  Performances  i  and  the 

S  publi(h''d  are  as  follow. 

1  6/Vgi1  of  Memphis,  or  The  Ambition*  Queen; 

•  y,    ^\cd  at  the   Theatre   Royal,    1676, 

et  not  with  the  Succcfs  expected. 

II  F  ;  r  K  i.  R,    or  The  IVitty  Falfe  One  ;  a 

(  cd  at  the  Duke  of  foi's  Theatre,  1677. 

C<  CO  his  CiracciheDake  of  Qrmoad.     This 

1  m  fj\eral  other  Comedies  ;  O/^ 

•  '    '  /      IT/WIJ  Ai;tiqu&-y  •  Zsthiefs 
crx  iiico  chc  Tavcrr.-Baih,  and  Iiliurfs  being 

drunk 
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drunk  under  it,  &c.  from  Sir  Reverence  Lamard,.  and 
Pimpwefl,  in  Iflington  and  Hogfden  Walks.  See  alib  a 
Play  writ  by  Mr.  Ma,  Jim  ;  call'd,  The  Fan-.:. 

III.  Trick  for  Trick,  QIC  The  Debauch* d  Hypocrite  ;   a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,   167^.    This 
is  oily   one    of  F/ets/xr s   Plays,     call'd,    Moiijicur 
Thomas,  reviv'd. 

IV.  The  Fool  turnd  Critick  j  a  Comedy,   a£ted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1678.     Several  of  the  Charac- 
ters  of  this  Play  are  borrowed  ;  as  Old  Wii>e-Lwey 
Irnn  and  Small  Wit>  feem  to  be   taken  from  Simo9 
Afutn>,  and  Balio,  in  Randolflfs  Jeakw  Lovers. 

V.  The  Fond  Hmbiwd,  or   The  Plotting  Sifters ;    a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke  of  Tork's  Theatre,  1^78- 
This  is   edeem'd  one  of  the  bell:  of  Mr.  Durfefs 
Piays,  and  was  acted  with  Applaufe. 

VI.  Squire  O  L  D  S  A  P,  or  The  Night  Adventurers  ; 
a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1679.   Se- 
veral Incidents  in  this  Play,  are  borrow  a  from  Fran- 
cjotis  Comic.  Hi  ft.  Boccace's  Novels,  Lcs  Ccntes  de  M.  de 
la  Fontaine. 

VII.  The  J/irtuotn  Wife,  or  Good  Luck  at  laft ;  a 
Comeay,  a<5ted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1680.     Se- 
veral Hints  are  taken   from   The  Faun,  Marriage 
A-Ia-mode,  &c. 

VIII.  Sir  B  A  a  N  A  B  Y  WHIG,  or  No  Wit  like  a 
tfonians^  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
1 68 1.     Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  George 
Earl  of  Berkeley.     The   Plot  of  this  Play   is   taken 
from  a  Piay  of  Ma:rmms  \  called,  The  Fins  Compa- 
nion ;  and  part  from  The  Double  Cuckold,  a  Novel, 
written  by  Monfjeur  St.  Bremoxd. 

IX.  The  RoyaLft ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke 
of  Tork's  Theatre,  1682.     This  Play  met  with  good 
Succefs  ,•    but  it  is  collected  chiefly  from  Novels. 
Camilla's  Trick  of  imrofing  Sir  Oliver  Old-Cut,  for  Sir 
Charles  K^g-kie^  is  borrow 'd  from  fyccart's  Novels, 
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Da)  7.  AVj.  9.     And  the  Song  of  Hey  Boys  up  go  ve, 
flolcn  from  an  Eclogue  in  The  Shepherd's  Oracle. 

X.  7/v  lijur\i  Prinufs,  or    77-tf  £rfta/   Wager  ;  a 
Tragi- Comedy,  aSed  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1682. 
The" Foundation  of  this  Play  is  entirely  taken  from 
Skakef pear's  C\mbel;/ie. 

XI.  A  Commo^-nealth  of  Tfomen  ;  a  Tragi- Come- 
dy, adcd  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1686.     Dedicated 
to  the  Duke  of  Albtmarle.     This  Play  is  borrowed 
from  FletJxrs  Sea  Voyage ;  and  is  very  ill  written. 

XII.  7 'he  Banditti ',  or  A  Lady's  Dfirefs ;  a  Come- 
dy acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1686.     This  Play 
being  opposed  in  the   a<fting,  by  Perfons  with  Cat- 
Calls  ;  the  Author  Dedicated  it  to  a  certain  Knight, 
under  the  Title  of,    7  hs  extreme  Witty  and  Judicicm 

'fj,  Sir  CriticL-Cat-Call.     Plot  from  DonFenife, 
Hifi.  Don  AntCniOy  D  teg's  turning  Banditti -,    &c. 
borrowed  from  Pipperolh  in  Sbirfey*s  Sifters. 

XIII.  A  Fool's  Preferment •,  or  The   Three  Dukes  of 
y  aftcd  at  the  Queen^s  Theatre  in  Dorfet 

1688.  Dedicated  to  Charles  Lord  Morpetb, 
i:i  a  familiar  \vay,  as  if  the  Author  were  a  Man  of 
Quality.  There  are  fcveral  Songs  in  this  Play  fet 
by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Henry  Purcel.  The  whole 
Play  is  little  more  than  a  Tranfcript  of  Fletcher's 
A^/'A'G'ov/Av/.-.z/v,  except  one  Scene,  which  is  taken 
from  a  Novel ;  call'd,  77v  Humour  a  tf  Bfiffet. 

XIV.  Bujj\  D'AMBOIS,    or   The  Husband's  Re- 
i:i:ge-,    a   Tragedy,    acted    at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
1691.     Dedicated  to  Ednwd  Earl  of  Carlifle.     This 
is  a  Play  of  Mr.  Chapman's  rcvi.s'd  ;  and  the  Cha- 
racter of  Tamyra,  Mr.  Dtirfey  tells  us,  he  has  alter'd 
for  the  better.     For  tl>e  Story  fee  Thuamn  Jean  de 
&         '-'     '  •         '-  in  the   Reign  of  Henry   III.  of 
/  vtce  ;    ai.d  tht    p;  .  icular  Intrigue  of  Enffy  with 

,  I      his   J 7 fl'ji.es  fragiques  de  Nvftre 
t 

XV.  Live 
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XV.  Love  for  Money,  or  The  Boarding-School ;  a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1691.  De- 
dicated to  the  Right  Honourable  Uwles  Lord  Vif- 
count  Liujdoujn,  Count  cf  the  Sacred  Roman  Empire^ 
CTf.  This  Pi  ay  met  with  Oppofition  in  the  firft 
Day's  Reprefent.ition  ;  but  notwithstanding,  it  had 
tolerable  Succds.  The  Plot,  in  general,  is  allow'd 
to  be  his  own. 

XVL  T*he  Richmond  Heirefs,  or  A  Woman  once  in 
the  Right ;  a  Comedy,  acied  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
16^3.  This  Play  had  not  the  Succefs  the  Author 
expected  ;  but  being  revived  with  Alterations,  it 
was  well  received. 

XVII.  T'he  Marriage- Hater  Match' d  ;   a  Comedy, 
afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1693.     Dedicated  to 
James  Duke,  Marquis  and  Earl  of  Ormond,    &c.  In 
a  flattering  Epiftle,  the  Author  tells  us  this  is  much 
the  bell:  of  his  Comedies.     Mr.  Dfiggct  was  firft  taken 
notice  of  as  an  excellent  Actor,  from  the  admirable 
Performance  of  his  Part  in  this  Play. 

XVIII.  Tfo  Co/meal    Hiflory  of    Don    Q  u  I  x  o  T, 
Part  /.    aded  at  the   Queen's    Theatre  in   Dorfet 
Garden,   169^.     Dedicated    to  the  Dutchefs  of  <9r- 
mcnd.     This   Play  was  acted  with  very  great  Ap- 
plaulc.     It   is  wholly  taken  from  the  Sfanifo  Ro- 
mance of  that  Name. 

XIX.  I'hc  Comical  Hiflcry  cf  Den  Q  u  I  x  o  T,  Part 
II.  acted  at  the  Queen's  Theatre,  16^4.     Dedica- 
ted, by  an  Epiftle  in  Heroick  Verfe,  to  the  Earl  of 
Dorfet  and  M?dd/efex.     This  Play  was  likewife  a<fced 
with  Applaufe. 

XX.  Don  Q_u  I  x  o  T,  Part  III.   With  the  Marriage 
of  Mary  the   Buxom,    1696.     Dedicated  to  Char  lea 
I\Icnttiguey  Efq;  one  of  the  Lords  Comniiflioncrs  of. 
the  Treafury.     This  Piav  v.v.nted  Succefs;  but  the 

*  * 

Author  would  not  allow  its  Defects  to  be  fo  noto- 
rious  as   they    were  represented.     Theie  two  laft 

Plays 


Lives  and  Chandlers  of  the 
Plays  arc   alfo   borrowed  from  the   incomparable 


XXI.  T*be  Intrigues  of  Verfaiffe/i  or  A  Jilt  in  all 
Humours  ;  a  Comedy,  aded  at  the  Theatre  in  Lin- 
colm-Inn-PcJd^  1^97.  This  Play  likewife  had  not 
the  Succefs  the  Author  defir'd  ;  tor  in  his  Epiftle  to 
tin:  two  Sir  Charles  Stdteys,  he  condemns  the  Tafte 
of  the  Town  for  not  liking  it,  when  they  had  ap- 
prov'd  others  of  his  Plays  of  lefs  Merit.  Tiie  Thefts 
in  this  Play  arc  numerous  :  Tornez.res  Difgifife,  and 
Count  Brijofk's  falling  in  Love  with  his  Wife's  Gal- 
lant in  Woman's  Cloaths,  arc  borrowed  from  a 
Novel,  entitled,  "The  Double  Cuckold,  Vandofnti 
Character  feems  to  be  a  Copy  of  Olivia  in  the  Plain- 
Dealer,,  and  Mir  t  ilta  y  in  Mrs  Behns  Play,  call'd, 
I'he  AmorcM  Jilt. 

XXII.  CYKTIITA  and  E  N  D  I  M  I  o  N,  or  The  Loves 
of  the  Deities;  a  Dramatick  Opera,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1697.  Dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Henry  Earl  of  Runmey.  This  Play  was 
acted  with  Applaufe  ->  and  the  Author,  in  his  Title 
Page,  lets  his  Patron  know,  that  the  late  Queen 
i\li,\  dciign'd  to  Honour  this  OfPring  of  his  Mufe. 
There  are  many  Lines  in  this  Play  above  the  Genius 
which  generally  appears  in  the  other  Works  of  this 
Author  ;  but  he  has  perverted  the  Characters  of 
Ovid,  in  making  Dafbue,  the  Chafte  Favourite  of 
Duii;a^  a  Whore  and  a  Jilt;  and  fair  Syrinx  to  lofe 
her  Reputation,  in  the  unknown  ignominy  of  an  en- 
vious, mercenary  infamous  Woman.  For  the 
Story,  fee  Ovid's  Mekunorpbofes,  and  Pfyche,  in  the 
4th,  5th,  and  6th  Books  of  Lucini  Apuleiws  Golden 


XXIII.  'I  he  Campaigners,  or  P  leaf  am  Adventures  at 
/'  //\/  ;  Ti-///;  a  jamilui;-  Preface  upon  a  late  Reformer 
<  the  ti<ige  ;  er.dir.g  u':tl)  a  Satyrical  Fable  of  the  Dcg 
the  Otur,  iCyS.  This  Play  is  Dedicated  to  the 

Right 
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Right  Honourable  'Thomas  Lord  Wfljarton ;  and  part 
or  it  is  borrowed  from  a  Novel ;  call'd,  Female  Fa/f- 
bood. 

XXIV.  MASSIANELLO,     or,    A  Fifherman  a 
Prime,    in  Two  Parts  ;  afted  at  the  Theatre  in  Lin- 
coins- Inn-Fields,  1700.     Dedicated  to  'Thomas  Lord 
Leigh. 

XXV.  'The  Modern  Prophets,  or,   New  Wit  for  a 
Husband ;  a  Comedy. 

XXVL  "The  Old  Mode  and  the  New,  or  Country 
Mtfs  "tilth  her  Furbeke,  a  Comedy. 

XXVII.  Wonders  in  the  Sun,  or,  'The  Kingdom  of 
Birds ;  a  Comick  Opera,  performed  at  the  Queen's 
Theatre  in  the  Hay-market. 


E. 

Mr.  EDWARD  ECCLESTON. 

A  Gentleman  who  wrote  one  Dramatick  Piece, 
of  the  fame  Nature  with  Mr.  Drydens  State 
of  Innocence,  but  very  fhort  of  its  Excellency;   it  is 
call'd, 

N  o  AH'J  Flood,  or  The  Deft  ruction  of  the  World; 
an  Opera,  1679.  Dedicated  to  the  Dutchefs  of 
Monmouth.  This  Play  not  felling  according  to  the 
Bookfeller's  Expectation,  appeared  after  under  two 
other  Titles,  i//z,.  T'he  Cataplafm,  or  General  De~ 
luge  of  the  World  ;  and  "The  Deluge,  or  "The  Deftruclion 
*t 'the  World)  with  fcveral  Ornamental  Sculptures. 


Mr. 


Lives  and  Characters  of  the 


J 


•.  RICHARD   ESTCOURT. 

HIS    incomparable  Comedian   was   born   in 
Qloua  •  :  Coming  up  to  London ,  he  ferv'd 


an  Apprenticethip  to  anApothccary  in  Hamn 
and  aficiwards  let  up  his  Trade ;  but  not  meet- 
in^  with  the  Encouragement  he  expected,  he  went 
over  ro  /<;/./;/*/,  and  cntcr'd  himfelf  in  the  Company 
of  Players  belonging  to  the  Theatre  in  Dublin.  He 
had  no:  been  long  there,  before  he  became  Eminent ; 
and  returning  to  England^  he  fcon  acquired  the 
-  .ateft  Reputation.  Sir  Richard  tt:>.!e  gives  him  the 
Character  of  an  excellent  Companion,  one  who  was 
.  reaiy  Mailer  or  well  turnM  Complements,  as 
wefl  as  imart  Repartees.-  He  died  in  the  Year 
1713.  And  the  Dramatick  Pieces  he  writ  are  Two 
in  Number. 

I.  rlht  Fdif  L:;.r/)ip!-y   or  7?j<?  Mud'tjb  Citizen;    a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,   1700'.    This 
PJ    .  is  Dedicated  to  Lbujl^^r  Rah,  Efq,    and  was 

•.vith  Appiaufc. 

II.  PR  uN£i.  i  A;    an    Interlude,  perform 'd   (be*. 
t  ":en  tlie    Aces  in  the  R&earfal)    ar  tiie   Theatre 
Rv  yal.      This    is    a    Burleique    upon    the   Italian 

.•as,  n.;r:iculariy  ^//W,  Camilla^  and  'fbcmyris  ; 
.  :  the  inimirable  Humour  of  the  Author  is  va- 
5WD.     He  lays  his  Scene  in  Covent-Garden  ; 
:i   he  thus   delcnbes  :    u  Stc>i:ey    A  Hat  piece  of 
1        -nd  wit:       i  He     ;e  or  Srile  :    The  Profpedt 
ot   a  L.'.i.i'ch  in  view,  and  Join*  Cffee-Hmfe  at  a 

k"  alliance. 


ct 

it 


*  See  nun  In  tie  S-c^ato/,  N«wi.  468. 
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<  diftance."   And  in  his  Burkfque  on  Arjinoe -9   Sat- 
fcoj  the  Mercer's  Man,  imgs  this  Air,  alluding  to 
a  tine  one,  Tung  by  Mrs.  Tofts  in  that  Opera. 

O  Maid  that  art  fo  fine, 
7~u  thee  I  ftill  incline  ; 
A  prettier  Lafs  was  never  feen 
"Iwtxt  Dover  and  the  Rhine. 
Such  Darling  fills  my  Sight, 
Like  Flambeaus  in  the  Night ; 
'fbat  Bonfires  on  a  Holy-day, 
Were  never  half  Jo  bright. 


Sir  GEORGE  ETHEREGE. 

A  Gentleman  celebrated  for  his  Wit  in  the  Reign 
of  Kmg  Charles  II.  His  firft  Applications  were 
to  the  Law,  at  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court  ;  and  his 
tirft  Comedy  gain'd  him  a  general  EPieem  amongft 
all  Lovers  of  Polite  Literature.  He  was  married 
Young  to  a  confiderable  Fortune,  whereupon  being 
in  favour  with  King  Jame\  II.  he  was  Knighted  by 
him,  and  fent  Envoy  to  Hamburgh.  Upon  the  Re- 
vo/utioKfhe  followed  the  Fortunes  of  that  Prince,  and 
died  in  Fiance.  He  has  oblig'd  the  World  with 
three  Plays. 

1.  *fhe  Comical  Revenge,  or  Love  in  a  Jitfr  ;  a  Co- 
medy, a&ed  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1  669. 
Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Lord 
Buckhurft.  This  Play  is  part  Serious  and  part  Co- 
mical ;  and  tho'  the  Serious  part  is  not  approved 
like  the  other,  yet  it  was  afted  with  a  general  Ap- 


II.  She  wou'd  if  fie  cond  ;  a  Comedy,  aded  at  the 
Duke's  Theatre,  1671,  Tin's  Comedy  is  efleem'd 
one  of  the  tirfl  Rank  >  and  Mr.  SlwteeBt  in  his  Pre- 

face 
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face  to  The  Humorifts,  gives  it  the  Character  of  the 
be  ft  Comedy  \vritten  iince  the  Re  Aeration  of  the 
Stage. 

111.  77><?  -A/<7H  o/"  Afofe,  or  Sir  F  o  P  L  i  N  G  F  L  u  T- 
T  i.  R  ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1  67^. 
Dedicated  to  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Dutchefs  of 
York.  This  Play  is  written  with  great  Art  and 
Judgment,  and  (hews  that  its  Author  was  Matter  of 
true  Wit  and  Humour.  It  was  aftcd  with  very 
great  Applaufe.  The  Character  ot  Dorimant  was 
drawn  in  Compliment  to  the  Earl  of  Rochefter. 


F. 

FRANCIS     FAN 

Bath. 


A  N  honourable  Author,  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign. 
^V  of  Kinjr  C/'.i^/fj  II.  He  was  Grandfon  to 
i..e  J-.arl  of  Weftmorland)  and  reilded,  for  the  moft 
par:,  at  Fulbxk  in  LJncolxfbire.  He  writ  two  Plays. 

1.  £t/n^  /«  r/;^  Z)./;-X:,  or  The  Man  <f  Bufinefs  ;  a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1677.  Dedica- 
ted to  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of  Rockefter. 
T!rj  Plot  of  this  Play  i:,  taken  from  7'/je  LrJfible 
M{li,iJ>,  in  Scarron's  Isiovels,  B^-ccace's  Novels,  Lives 
oj  (  M-,i,  ike. 

[1.  7*A(  Sacrifice  j  a  Tragedy,  i6$6.  Dedicated  to 
tli-  .ht  !  lonourable  Cba-,k>*  Earl  otDo-.fet  and  Mid- 
l-i  E  the  Plot  of  this  Tragedy,  fee  the  Lives 
<  •'••  d  ILij.iz-a,  (  wndylac,  lib.$.Leuw- 

<t»  '•  i  •'  •  Ti:ii,  Pi.  iOt  prefented  on  the 

'J  hea::v  ,-  but  it  mmended  by  two 

^  picsol  \  cries  .o  the  Author,  by  Mr*  T^f*  and 

Mrs, 
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Mrs.   Behn  ;   in   the  former  arc  the  two  following 
Lines. 


/5  for  a  'Theatre,  the  World  ycu  fixd, 
And  your  applauding  Audience,  ail  Mankind. 


1 


RICHARD  F  A  N  s  H  A  \v. 

^HIS  Gentleman  was  Brother  to  the  Right 
Honourable  7 homos  Lord  Fanfoaw.  He  had  his 
Education  at  the  Univeriity  of  Cambridge,  from 
whence  he  remov'd  to  Court,  where  he  did  not 
continue  long  without  Preferment;  being  made 
Secretary  to  King  Charles  I.  in  Holland,  France  and 
Scotland:  He  was  a  per  feel:  Mailer  of  the  French, 
Italian,  Spanifi  and  Portuguefe  Languages  ;  and  was 
no  lefs  a  Statefrnan  than  a  Scholar.  After  the  Reite- 
ration, he  was  fent  Amballador,  to  agree  upon  a 
Match  between  King  Charles  II,  and  Catherine  the 
Infanta  of  Portugal.  In  the  Year  1664.  he  was  or- 
tkr'Yi  to  the  Court  of  Madrid.,  to  confirm  a  Treaty  of 
Commerce,  and  Died  there,  1606.  very  much  la- 
mented. His  Dramatick  Pieces  are  only  two  in 
Number,  and  both  Tranilations. 

I.  ptiftorFlDO,  or  "The  Faithful  Shepherd',  a  Paf- 
toral,  printed  1 6^6.  Dedicated  to  King  Charles  II, 
when   Prince  of  Wales.     It  is  tranilated  from  the 
Italian  of  the  famous  Guarini,  who  imitated  Taffbs 
Aminta,  and  excsll'd  it.    This  Pafloral  was  firft  writ 
on  the   Occafion  of  Charles  Emmanuel,   the  Young 
Duke  of  Savoys  Marriage  with  the  Infanta  of  £flahi. 

II.  Q^ierer  per  jolo  querer,  To  Love  only  for  Love's 
fake,   1671.     This  is  a  Dramatick  Romance,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Sfamfi  o(Meti(loz,a  by  Sir  Richard,  when 
he  was  under  Confinement  in  Tanherfly  Gallic  in 

H  ToyJtr 
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r  -,  he  being  taken  Prifoner  at  the  Battle  of 
r,  during  the  Civil  Wars,  exerting  himfelf  in 
:  .:  Defence  of  his  Royal  Matter.  This  Play  con- 
fi  s  of  but  three  Ac~ts,  according  to  the  Spanifi 
Cuiiom. 


Mr.  GEORGE  F  A  R  Q  u  H  A  R. 

A  Gentleman  dcfcended  from  a  good  Family  in 
the  North  part  of  Ireland.  He  was  Educated  at 
1  .  i,.;ty  Colltge  in  Dublin  ;  and  afterwards  he  followed 
the  Banner  of  ALiy.<,  which  fuited  his  Inclinations. 
He  was  a  Lieutenant  of  Foot,  when  he  wrote  moft 
of  his  Dramatick   Pieces  -3   and  his  Recruiting  Officer 
fufficiently  fliows  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with 
that  gay  Scene  of  Life.     His  chief  Characters  are 
generally    Copies    of  himfelf;    and    his   Humour, 
uch  is  truly  natural,   makes  all    his  Plays  veiy 
rertaining.     They  are  Eight  in  number. 
I.  .         c.nd  a  B:nle  ;    a  Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  169%.     Dedicated  taPerievritieLoxd 
Marquis  ot  CarnimthM.     This  Play  has  a  humorous 
p-oloi;r.c  and  Epilogue,  both  written  and  fpoke  by 
Jo.  H.  lives. 

Jl.  Tfa  C<mftant  Couple,  or  A  'Trip  to  the  Jubilee  ;  a 
C^  m'cdy,  a<frccl  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1700.  De- 
dicated to  Sir  £i-v  Mfoii,  Bzn.'Hftldait  in  this 
P  a)  ,  is  the  Character  of  the  Author  in  his  politeft 
^  apacity  ;  btrt  at  bcfr,  it  muft  be  allow'd,  that  in 
Rcprcfcnfation,  Mr.  ttflks,  by  his  fprightly 
Bci./viour,  vaitly  excclls  the  Original. 

Fl  A  R  R  Y  W  i  L  D  A  i  R,  being   the  Sequel  to 

.     :>  to  the  "j.'bihc,    a  Comedy,    adted  at  the 

Royal,  1701.     Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of 
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Alltmarle.  Both  thefe  Plays  were  afted  \vi:h  great 
Applade. 

IV.  Tfo  LtconftaKtj  or  7~/^  TMV  ^  win  him  •  a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,    1703.     Dedi- 
cated to  PJ  chard  'fighey  Efq; 

V.  T'he  Ticm  Rivals  -3    a   Comedy.,    afted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1705.     Dedicated  to  Henry  B,et, 
Efq;     This  Play  met  with  very  good  Succefs. 

VI.  2  he  Recruiting  Officer  ,*  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1707.     Dedicated  to  aiJ  his  Friends 
round  the  VVrekin.     This  Play  has  a  Prologue  part- 
]y  Profe   and   partly  Verfe,   introduc'd  with.  Beat 
of  Drum  )  and  was  acted  with  Apphufe. 

VII.  The  Beau's   Stratagem  ;    a  Comedy,  aded  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1710.     This  Play  was  brought 
on  the  Sta.^e.  v/hen  the  Author  was  on  his  Death- 

«_7     J 

bed  ;  aiid  in  a  fliort  Advertifement  before  it,  he 
gratefully  acknowledges  the  Friend  (hip  of  Mr.  PJ/ilk^ 
to  whom  he  fays,  he  owes  the  Succefs  of  this  Play. 

VIII.  T'hs  Stage-Ccach  j  a  Farce,  acted  like  wife  at 
the  Theatre  Roal. 


HENRY  Lord  J^  count  FAULKLAND, 


H  E  learned  Nobleman  celebrated  by  Mr. 
JL  G'u/^v.  He  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
County  of  Oxford  ;  and  very  much  refpected  for  his 
extraordinary  Parts  and  Ileroick  Spirit.  Pie  ho- 
noi:r'd  the  Vv'orld  wirli  one  Play. 

T'he  Marriage  N>gbtt  a  Tragedy,  printed  1564, 
This  tragedy  has  a  great  deal  of  Wit  and  Satire  in 
it  ;  but  .it  is  uncertain  whether  it  was  ever  acted. 


H  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  NATHANIEL  FIELD. 

A  Poet  that  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of   King  James 
and  King  Charles  I.  very  much  efleem'd  by 
Mr.  Chapman,  Majfenger,  and  others  his  Contempo- 
raries.    He  writ  two  Plays. 

I.  Woman  s  a  Weather-Cock  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  be- 
fore the  King  at  White-Hall;  and  in  the  White-fry ars9 
1612.    This  Play  is  Dedicated  to  any  Woman  that 
hath  not  been  a  Weather-Cock ;   and  is  commended 
by  a  Copy  of  Verfes  written  by  Mr.  Cbapman. 

II.  Amends  for    Ladies,    u-ith  the  merry    Pranks  of 
M  o  L  L  C  u  r-P  u  R  s  E  ;  or  "The  Humour  of  Roaring  ; 
a  Comedy,  a6t<xl  at  the  Whttefiyars  by  the  Prince's 
Servants,  1639.      This  Play  the  Author  writ  to  a- 
tone  for  the  Offence  the  other  had  given  to  the  Fair 
Sex.     The  Plot  is  partly  taken  from  the  Novel  of 
I'hc  Cur  was  Impertinent  in  Don  Qitixct. 


*     *     *     ••     *    »     **     A'     M   »  •»     a/     «••>.«.     •» 
cj«  <7L>   •">  < ;  •  .  •   <  ,  •  7  d&  'ij>   r!7»  7  < , »   •' 

•-.•!••   ,i..|,«^.|»)f  •"-«--'-«"«»•-'-•  •--  ^..'-  -•--  ^«  •  .-'-.--• 


Air.  EDWARD  F  i  L  M  E  R. 


'HIS    Gentleman  was    Doctor  of   the  Civil 
Law;  and  produc'd  a  Play  in  the  Autumn  of 
;c.     I:  is  call'd, 

>xtural  Ember-,  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 

icatrc    in    Little  Lincoln- Lin- Fie  Ids,     1697.     This 

,  like  its  Author,  wanted  Force  and  Fire  to  live 

;   but  fome  Lines  in  it  difcovcr  the  Compofer 

M::M  of  good  Scnfc.     The  Plot  is  taken 
•n  Cajfandra, 

Mr. 
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.  FISHBOURN. 

A  Gentleman  belonging  to  the  Inns  of  Court, 
who  writ  an  obfcene  and  unlicenc'd  Play; 
call'd, 

Sodom.  The  Book  filler,  to  make  this  Piece  fell,  put 
the  Letters  E.  R.  in  the  Title  Page,  thinking  by 
that  means  it  might  pafs  for  the  Earl  of  Rochefters  ; 
But  my  Lord,  upon  a  former  Imputation,  in  a  Copy 
of  Verfes,  denies  his  having  any  mare  in  the  Com- 
pofure  ,•  neither  has  it  any  of  my  Lord  Rccbefters 
Wit  to  make  amends  for  the  abominable  Obfcenity. 
The  only  good  Lines  in  it  are  thefe,  defcribing 
the  Seat  of  Pleafure. 


is  the  Warehouse  of  the  Worlds  chief  Trade, 
On  this  foft  Anvil  all  Mankind  were  made. 


•trr  *»*  Vi*  V»* 

Mr.  RICHARD  FLECK NOE. 

THIS  Author  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
Charles  I.  and  II.  and  'tis  faid  that  he  was  ori- 
ginally a  Jefuit :  he  publiuVd  feveral  Pieces  both  in 
Profe  and  Verfe,  particularly  the  latter  ;  but  as  Mr. 
L-ingbain  obferves,  he  had  a  greater  Propenfity  to 
Rhiming,  than  Genius  to  Poetry  ;  and  his  Name  is 
perpetuated  more  by  Mr.  Drydens  Satire,  call'd 
fvlack  Flecknoe,  than  his  own  Writings.  He  writ  feveral 
Plays,  tho'  he  could  never  get  but  one  of  them 
acted  ;  and  that  met  with  a  very  ill  Fate.  His  Dra- 
matick-Pieces  are, 

H  3  I.  Love's 


TGI         Lives  and  Characters  of  ike 

I.  7  :  V  Dw.inicn  ;  a  Dramatick  Pafloral,  printed 
1  554.     Dedicated   to  the  Lady  Elizabeth  £laypt>le< 
This  Piece  was-writrcn  as  a  Pattern  for  the  rcform'd 

;c,  and  contains  a  great  deal  of  Morality. 

II.  Lowe's  JCmgaomi    a  Pafloral   Tfagi-Comedy, 
i  -  Dedicated    to   the    Marquis    of  tfnocaflle* 
This    is  ijttle  :..     ••  than  the  former  Piay  alter'd, 
•    ch  a       -i         ,  and  ir  was  acted  at  the  Theatre 
in  -//;/'-/-.  i  /://,-  bvit  it  had  the  m^rji'time  to 
mi  i  the  Reprefenation. 

...MI  N  i  A,  or  TV-i?  Chafl  Lady  ;  a  Tragi-Co- 
,  1-67.     Dedicated  to  the  Fair  and  Virtuous 


IV.  DwioifiL'es  A-la-mcde;  a  Comedy,  1557. 
to   the  Di:ke    and  Dutchcis  of  New 
1:       :  \iy,  the  AutJior  owns,  is  taken  our  of  feveral 
c.\c...  :.t  Pieces  of  Moliere.     The   main   Plot    from 
1::          '   pncicujes    Ridicules  ;      the    Counterplot     of 
7^   from    his    L'Efcole  des  femwcs  ;    and   the 
t\vo  Xiitu>\>Is  from  his   L'Efcole  dcs  Afarit. 

7  he  Marriage  <fOct  A  N  u  s  and  B  R  i  T  A  N  N  i  AJ 


In  LR.MINIA,  and  DamoifeUe*  A-la-mcdc,  the  Author 

k/  -^  . 

has  put  the  Ador.s  Names,  he  defign'd  for  the  Per- 

to:         -:c,  ovcr-againfl  the   D^immis  Perfona,    tho* 

never  acted  ;  for  \vhieh  he  gives  this  rqa- 

i,  that  the  Reader  m!\rht  have  half  the  Pleafure  of 
f* 

"  adc4,  by  a  liveiy  Imagination,  which 

-  !uppl;         -  defect   of  Aaion*":  And  this  w^s 

::e  it  \\-as  his  JBuiir.cis  to  get  them 

-  -  - 
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.  JOHN  FLETCHER,  and 
Mr.  FRANCIS  BEAUMONT. 

MR.  Fletcher  was  Son  of  the  Reverend  Do6tor 
Richard  Fletcher,  created  Bifhop  of  Briftol  by 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  by  her  tranflated  to  the 
Bifhoprick  of  London,  Anno  1523.  He  was  Educa- 
ted at  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge.  As  to  his  Col- 
league in  Writing,  Mr.  Beaumont,  he  was  defcended 
from  the  ancient  Family  of  that  Name,  featcd 
at  Gracedieu  in  Leicefterjlire.  He  was  Brother  to  Sir 
Henry  Beaumont  Knight,  of  the  fame  Place  ,  and  his 
Father,  Francis  Beaumont,  Efq;  was  Judge  of  the 
Common-picas.  He  had  his  Education  likewife  at 
Cambridge  ;  from  whence  he  removed  to  the  Inner-' 
Temple.  He  was  a  Man  of  a  great  deal  of  Learning, 
good  Wit,  and  better  Judgment ;  infomuch  that,  as 
Mr.  Langbain  obferves,  the  great  Ben.  jfcktofqn  thought 
it  no  Difgrace  to  fubmit  fome  of  his  Writings  to  his 
Correction.  Mr.  Fletcher  was  excellent  at  Repartee, 
the  greateft  Grace  of  Comedy  ;  and  his  Wit  was 
equal  to  Mr.  Beaumont9  s  Judgment  ;  but  fcmstimcs 
flow'd  to  that  height,  that  if  required  a  check  from 
his  Judicious  Friend.  They  were  both  polite  in. 
their  Manners,  whereby  they  introduc'd  fine  Scenes 
of  Conversation ;  and  Fletcher  exprefs'd  his  Thoughts 
with  fiich  Vivacity,  drew  the  PaiFions  fo  lively 
(efpecially  Love)  and  his  Raillery  was  fo  witty, 
that  he  rather  pleased  than  difg-aPced,  even  thofe  very 
Perfons  on  whom  he  fcem'd  to  reflect,  Their  Piavs 

V 

are  Fifty  three  in  number ;  and  it  mnit  be  ccnfciVd 
that  Fletcher 's  Fancy  and  Beaumont 's  Judgment  com- 
bin'd  in  the  Production :  They  were  firft  collected 

H  4  into 


'Lives  ami  Characters  of  the 

ii  .  »  one  !.;r_<c  Volume  Folio,  1679.  but  are  fir^e  re- 
printed in  levcn  Volumes  Oft  two  y  1711.  Dedicated 
to  the  Duke  of  Devonfiire.  And  are  as  follow. 

I.  7 1    1^'^tr's  Bufi ;    a  Comedy,   at  firft  acted 
\vicii  Apphute. 

II.  BONDUCA;  a  Tragedy.     Plot  from  Tfactotis 
AiKiiit,  J*wk    14-  Milton  $  ffifi.  EngL  Bonk  2.     This 
Play  has  been  twice  reviv'd, 

•  Bloody  Brother,  or  R  o  L  i  o  Z)#fo  of  Nor- 
:    a  Tragedy,    afted  at  the  Theatre  in  Dvrfet 
<  .     The  Plot  is  taken  from  Heroditw.  Hi  ft.  lib. 

j..  ;?.'ui  p^rt  of  the  Language  from  Semens  T'hebais. 

IV.  Titf  Captain  j  a  Comedy.     This  Play  has  not 
been   rcprcfented  on   the   Theatre    a  great  many 
Years. 

V.  T'/;^  Chances  i  a  Comedy.     This  Comedy  was 
rcviv'd  by  the  late  Duke  of  Buckingham,  with  great 
Alterations,  1682.  and  was  acted  at  the  Theatre  in 
Do;  fa  Garden^  with  great  Applaufe. 

VI.  The  Coronation ;  a  Tragi-Comedy.     Mr.  Shirley 
claims  this  Play  as  his. 

\  II.  The  Coxcomb  ;  a  Comedy.  This  Play  has 
been  rcvivM  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  with  a  Prologue 
lpo!;(--n  In  Jo.  Hii'mes. 

\  111.  Cupid's  Revenge ;  a  Tragedy. 
IN.  V/c  c.-.y/c;/;  of  the  Country,   a  Tragi-Comedy. 
This          accounted  a  good  Play.     The  Plot  taken 
from  Malijpim'f's  Novels,  Dec  a.  6.  Nov.  6. 

Di'vllc  Afarriage;  a  Tragedy,     This  Play 
i:vi\\i  feme  Years  iince. 

Ehier  Pi-otfcr }    a  Comedy,  which  met 
v          ood  Succefs. 

>-   ;  ;-/«/  Sk'-wdtf  ;  a  Dramatick  Paflo- 

d  on  a  Twelfth  Night  at  Somerfet  Honf\ 

1-  Y  Mr.  Fletcbe.'s;   and  inftead  of  a 

P^  i'^ng  a  Dialogue,  between  a  Prieft  and 

a  :  ,  \vrit  by  Sir  If'iHwn  ffAi'tnami  and  the 

Epilogue 
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Epilogue  was  fpoken  by  the  Lady  Mordant.  This 
Piece  was  commended  in  two  Copies  of  Vcrfcs  by 
Mr.  Beaumont  and  Ben.  Johnfon. 

XIII.  'The  Fair  Maid  of  the  Lin,  3.  Comedy.     Part 
of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Caufins  Holy  Court,  and 
Mwley's  Hifl.  of  Man. 

XIV.  The  FaJfe  One  ;    a  Tragedy.     This  Play  is 
founded  on  the  Adventures  of  Julius  Cafar  in  Egypt ; 
and  his  Amours  with  Cleopatra.     See  Suetonius,  Plur 
tarch,   Dion,  Affian,  Floru*,  Orojius,  &c. 

XV.  Four  Plays  in  One,  or  Moral  Reprefentations ; 
-cent timing  the  frbttnpb  of  Honour ;  the  Irhwifb  of  Love, 

the  yhumfh  of  Death,  and  the  'friumfh  of  "Time.  The 
Triumph  of  Time  is  wholly  the  Author's  ;  the 
others  are  built  en  Boccace's  Novels. 

XVI.  The  Honeft  Mans  For  time  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy. 
For  the  Plot  fee  Hey  wood's  Hi  ft.  of  H/omen. 

XVII.  The  Humorous  Lieutenant  ;  a  Tragi-Come- 
dy,  flill  a<5led  with  Applaufe.     Some  Hints  are  taken 
from  the  Epiftles  of  Horace,  lib.  2.  Ef.  2.  And  fome 
from  Ford's  Apothegms,  p.  30.      Confult  like  wife  Plu- 
tarch's Life  of  Demetrius,  Appian,  Juftiti,  &c. 

XVIII.  fhe  Ifland   Princcfs ;    a    Tragi-Comedy, 
This  Play  was  revived  with  Alterations  by  Mr.  Tate, 
and  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1687.     The  re- 
viv'd  Play  is  Dedicated  to  the  Right    Honourable 
Henry  Lord  IJSxhrcrje. 

XIX.  A  King  and  no  King  ;    a  Tragi-Comedy, 
aded  with  Applaufe.     This  Play  has  been  likcwifc 

•     y  j  * 

reviv  a. 

XX.  7%e  Knight  of  the  Burning  Feftle  ;  a  Comedy, 
alfo  revival  with  a  Prologue  fpokea   by  the  famous 
Mrs.  Ellen  Gu'm. 

XXL  The  Knight  of  Malta-,  a  Tragi-Comedy. 
XX II.  '  70*  l.Tiuf   of  Candy  ;    a   Tragi-Comedy. 
Neither  of  theie   two  laft  have  been  afted  of  late 
rs, 

XXI1L  The 


ic5         Lives  and  Characters  of  the 

XXIII.  The  Little  F.encb  Lawyer;  a  Comedy.  The 
Plot  from  GV//WJ;;,  or  "The  Spmiijlj  Rogue.     The  Story 
of   Dr/TMt,    Cltrimont,    and  Lfiwiz,ay    are  _borrow'd 
from    Don  Lewis  de  Caftro,    and   Don   Roderigo  de 
Montafoa,  £c. 

XXI V.  Love's  Cure,  or  The  Martial  Maid  j  a  Co- 
medy. 

XXV.  The  Lever's  Pilgrimage  ;  a  Comedy.  The  Plot 
is  taken  from  a  Novel,  call'd  T*he  Two  Damfels ;  and 
ibme  Incidents  from  Ben.  Johnfons  Neiv-Inn. 

XXVI.  T/fo?  Ltier's  pycgrefs,   a  Tragi-Comedy  ; 
built  on  a  F.ench  Romance,  call'd  Lyfander  and  Ca- 

lifta. 

XXVII.  The  Loyal  Subjett  ;  a  Comedy. 

XXVIII.  The  Mad  Low  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy.    See 
the  Story  of  Mundus  and  Paulina,  in  ycfepbus9  lib.  18. 
r.  4.     This  Play  is  commended  in  a  Copy  of  Veries 
by  Sir  Aflon  CocLai/i. 

XXIX.  The  Maid  in  the  Mill ',   a  Comedy.     The 
ferious  part  of  the  Plot  from  Gerardo,  a  Spanifo  Ro- 
mance y  and  the  Comical  part  from  Bandello's  Novels. 
This  Play  was  revived  and  often  a£ted  at  the  Duke 
of  York's  Theatre. 

XXX.  The   Maid\\    Tragedy ;    a   Play  which  has 
been  always  acted  with  the  greatefl  Applaufe  ;  but 
fomc  part  of  it  difpleafing  King  Charles  II.  it  was, 
for  a  time ,    forbid  scling  in  that   Reign,    'till    it 
\vas  reviv'd  by  Mr.  //-'.r.^r,  v/ho  entirely  altering  the 
lafl  A  a,  it  V.MS  brought  on  tlie  Stage   again  with 

•vcrial  Approbation. 

XXXI.  A  Mdfque  of  Gray  s- Inn  Gentlemen,  pre- 
.itL-d   at    the  Marriage  of  the  Princefs  Eliz-abeth, 

z\         .  Pri::ce  Vahmr.e  of  the  A/j/w,  in  the  Banquet- 
I  Houfe  at  ;          hx-L      This  Piece  was  written 
. 

XXXII  Mmjlwr 
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XX  XII.  Mwjjtur  THOMAS;  a  Comedy.  This 
Flay  nas  iince  been  adted  on  the  Stage,  under  che 
Title  of  Tuck  for  "Trick. 

XXX  11  1.  Nice  Valour  ^  or  The  Palmate  Mad-  man  $ 
z  Comedy. 

XXXIV.  The  Nigh-Walker,  or  The  Little  Thief; 
2i  Corned)-,  acted  by  the  King's  Servants,  fince  the 
Reiteration,  with  Applafufe. 

XXXV.  The  NM  Gentleman  ;  a  Comedy.    This 
Play  was  revived  by  Mr.  Durfey  ;  and  by  him  cali'd, 
1  hs  Fool's   Preferment,  or  The  Three  Dukes  of  Dun- 
ft  able. 

XXXVI.  PHILASTER,   or  Love  lies  a  Bleeding  ; 
&  Tragi-Comedy.     This   was    the  fir/I  Plav   that 

rtf  9 

brought  theie  excellent  Writers  in  Efteem,  it  being 

orren  aded  with  Appianle  ;  and  it  is  accounted  one 
of  the  bell  Dramatick  PJCCCS  thefe  Authors  have 
pubiifh'd.  It  was  firll  reprefentcci  at  the  Old  The- 
atre in  UiicQlns-luK-Fidd^  when  the  Women  acted 
themselves. 

XXXVII.  The  Pilgrim  'y  a  Comedy,  revived  and 
acted  with  Success. 

XXX  VIII.  The  Propbetefi;  a  Tragi-Ccmedyf 
This  Pi  ay  has  been  revived  by  Mr.  Betterton,  under 
the  Narjie  of  The  Propbetefs,  or  Ths  ftflory  of  Dio- 
CLESIAN,-  an  Opera.  For  the  Hiftory  confiilc 

cepbvri:*,)  lib.   6.   ai;d    7.  EttTetuA)  l<b.   8.   Burcnitti 


204, 


XXXIX-  The  Qiieen  of  Corhnh  ;  a  Tragi-Co- 
jnedv. 

• 

XL.  Rule  a  Wife,  and  have  a  Wife  ;  a  Comedy, 
sifted  with  Applai:ie. 

XLI.  The  Scornful  Lady  ;  a  Corned}',  actc4 
with  very  great  Appiaiile. 

XLII.  The  Sea,  Voyage  ;  a  Comedy,  revived  by  Mr. 
f)urfev  j  who  gives  it  the  Title  of  Ths  Commonwealth 

-f 
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of  Women.     This  Play  fhould  be  taken  from  Shake- 
ff  ear's  Temfe/i,  by  thefe  Lines. 


Storm  which  vanijVd  en  the  neighboring  Shore, 
WM  taught  by  Shakef  pcar'j  Yentfeftfrft  to  roar  ; 
That  Innocence  and  Beauty  which  did  finite 
l,i  Fletcher,  grew  on  this  Inchoated  Ifle. 

Dry  den. 

XLIIL  *fhe  Spanijb  Curate;  a  Comedy,  feveral 
times  revived  with  Applaufe.  Plot  from  Gerardo's 
Hifl.  of  Don  JJw,  202.  and  his  Sfanijh  Curate,  f. 

214>  rr, 

XLIV.  THIERY  and  THEODORET;  a  Tra- 
gedy. The  Plot  taken  from  the  French  Chronicles,  in 
the  Reign  of  Clotair  II.  FredegariM,  De  Serves,  Meze- 
ray,  &c. 

XLV.  T'hc  7ii'o  Noble  Kinfmen  ;  a  Tragi-Come- 
dy,  Shakejpear  affiftcd  Fletcher  in  the  Compofure  of 
this  Phiy. 

XL  VI.  VA  L  E  N  T  i  N  i  A  N  ,-  a  Tragedy,  revived 
and  alter'd  by  the  late  Earl  of  Rochefler  ;  and  acled 
at  the  Theatre  Royal  with  great  Applaufe.  The 
Plot  from  Amm.  Marcel.  ProcopitH,  Hifl.  okEvagriw,  &c. 

XL  VI  I.  A  Wife  for  a  Month  \  a  Tragi-Comedy. 
I'or  tl'.e  Story  fee  Mariana  and  Louts  de  Mayerue  <fur- 
>  :?t,  Hifl.  Saucho  the  Eighth  King  of  Leon. 

XL  VIII.  'The  Wild  Goofe  Chace  i  a  Comedy,  for- 
rr.crly  acted  with  Arplaufe. 

XLIX.  Wit  at  feveral  ff^afons  ;  a  Comedy.     'Tis 

ought  vSi:  William  D'Avenam  built  fome  of  the 
C.  S  of  his  Play,  cali'd  The  Wits,  on  this  Co- 

in ec 

L.  withvii  Mw?y^  a  Comedy,  reviv'd  at  the 
Old  •  Lincoln  i-Ftdd^  immediately  after 

the  I  •         'heatrc  in   Di-ivy-lane,   with  a 

It.  JJryJeu. 

LI. 
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LI.  The  Woman  Hater  ;  a  Comedy,  reviv'd  by 
Sir  William  D9Avemmty  with  a  new  Prologue  in 
Profe.  This  Play  was  one  of  thofe  wric  by  Mr. 
Fletcher  alone. 

LIT.  Women  pleas'  d;  a  Comedy.  The  comi- 
cal Parts  from  Boccace's  Novels.,  Day  7.  Nov.  6. 
Day  8.  Nov.  8,  &c. 

L1II.  Woman's  Prize,  or  fbe  Tamer  tamd  ;  a 
Comedy,  built  on  the  fame  Foundation  with  Shake- 
fpear's  Taming  of  the  Shrew  ;  and  writ  by  Mr.  Fletcher, 
without  the  Affiilance  of  Mr.  Beaumont. 

Mr.  Cartwright  prefented  Mr.  Fletcher  with  the 
following  Lines,  on  his  writing  fingly* 


#  known,  that  fometimes  he  did  ft  and  alone, 

'That  Loth  the  Spunge  and  Pencil  were  his  own  : 
What  himfelfjudgd,  himfelf  could  fingly  do, 
And  was  at  laft,  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  too. 


Mr.  Fletcher  joined  with  Ben.  Johnfon  and  Middle- 
ton,  in  a  Comedy  call'd  T'he  Widvw.  He  died  of 
the  Plague,  in  the  Year  1625.  in  the  4^>th  Year  of  his 
Age  ;  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mary  Overys  Churchy  South- 
IK  ark. 

Mr.  Beaumont  writ,  befides  his  Dramatick  Pieces, 
a  Volume  of  Poems,  Elegies,  Sonnets.,  &c.  He  died. 
Young,  before  he  was  Thirty  Years  of  Age,  and 
was  buried  at  the  Entrance  into  St.  Benedict's  Chapel 
in  IVeftminfter  Alley,  in  the  Year  1615. 

In  a  Copy  of  Verfes  writ  by  Sir  George  Lifle,  to 
the  Memory  of  Mr.  Francis  Beaumont,  are  the  two 
following  Lines. 

And  this  Fll  fay,  thoii  ftrik'ft  our  Senfe  fa  deep, 
At  once  thou  mak'ft  us  Blub,  Rejoice,  and  IPeef. 

And 


no        Lives  akd  Chandlers  of  l\ti 

And  the  famous  Ben.  JJufen,  in  Tome  Verfr.s 
to  Mr.  BcMMwut  (when  living)  in  return  of  a  Copy 
lent  to  him,  has  this  Compliment  : 


A  iid  neu  there  ',  IL-/.W*  woy?  tbaupraifeft  Me 
Fir  IVntnig  better,  I  mil  ft  envy  'Thee. 


Sir  j^'/j/z   Bedcnhead,  a  noted   Wit  in  his  Time, 
\vik  under  Mr.  Fletcher's  Pidurc  thefc  Latin  Lines. 


M  Prarfulis  Natus  ;  comes 
Beaumontio  ,•  Jic,  quifpe  Parnaffu^  Biceps  ; 
FLETCHERUS  unam  in  Pyramida  furca<  age 
Struxit  chorum  plmfwiplicem  iwtes  Duplex  ; 
j'lus  Duplicemfolus  ;  nee  uUiim  trqnftulit', 
f  ttansferreKdus  :  Dramatum  xtemi  fates, 
cio  Theatre^  Orb;  fiui  Juperftites. 
i  i  T  c  H  1.  11  F,  facie  s  dbfque  vultu  fwgitur  } 


!  i 


'el  Umbram  circuit  nemo  mam. 


JOHN   FORD. 

A  Gentleman  of  the   Middle  Temple,  v/ho  liv'd 
in    the    Rci^n    of   King    Charles  I.  He  writ 
Ligiic  Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  Iwers  MddnJiGly  )  a  Tragi-Comedy,  afled  in 
•    Blackfry&rs  i     1629.      Dedicated    to     fever  al 

Friends  of  Grafs-Lin  in  particular.,  and  the  wholr 
•cicty  in  general. 

II.  7'/:t  B'(Acn  Heart  ;  a  Tragedy,  acled  by    his 
uj'^iVv'.s  Servants,  at    the  private    Houfc    in   the 

Black-fryan,  1^33.     Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Craven. 

III.  /oiA  Aac.tjui',    a    Tragedy,    acted   by   the 
een^  Servants  at  the  Phoenix  in  Drury-laney  1^33. 

Dedicated  to  ^v/v;  ^Ir^/  of  G.-afs-Iw,  Eiq;  Mr.  ^7y 
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writ  a  Copy  of  Verfes  in  commendation  of  this 
Play. 

IV.  : '7 'is  pity  She's  a  W7jore  ;  a  Tragedy*  afted  in 
Dntry-Iane,  1639.    Dedicated  to  John  Earl  of  Peter- 
borough. 

V.  PERKIN  WARBECKJ    an   Hiflorical  Play, 
a&ed  by  the  Queen's  Servants  in  Drury-lane^  1634. 
Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Newcaflle.     For  the  Story 
fee    Hi  ft.   of  Perk.  Warbeck,  by  Gainsford,    and  our 
Englijb  Chronicles  in  the  Reign  of  Henry  VII. 

VI.  Fancies  Chaft  and  Noble ;    a  Tragi-Comedy, 
acted  in  Drury-lane,  1638.    Dedicated  to  the  Lord 
Mackdonel,  an  Irijb  Peer. 

VII.  The  Ladies  Tryal ;    a  Tragi-Comedy,   afted 
by  their  Majefty's  Servants,  at  the  Theatre  mDrury- 
lane,  1639. 

VIIL  The  Suns  Darling  ;  a  Mafque,  prefented  at 
the  Cockpit  in  Drury-lane,  1657.  Dedicated  to  the 
Earl  of  Southampten*  This  Mafque  was  written  by 
Mr.  Ford  and  Mr.  Deckar,  and  alludes  to  the  Four 
Seafons  of  the  Year. 

This  Author  joined  with  Rowley  and  Deckar  ;  and 
his  Plays  are  known  by  an  Anagram  inftead  of  his 
Name3  generally  printed  in  the  Title  Page,  viz,. 

FIDE    HONOR. 

&Mr.  JOHN    FOUNTAIN. 

< 

A  Devon/hire  Gentleman ,    who   in  the  Reign   of 

King  Charles  II.  wrote  the  following  Play. 
The  Reward  of  Virtue ;  a  Comedy,    printed    1661* 
This   Play   was  not  defign'd  for  the  Stage  by  the 
Author  ;  but  after  his  Death  ic  being  reviv'd  and 

alter'd 
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altcr'd  by  Mr.  Shaducll,  who  gave  it    the   Title  of 
Royal  She f her  deft,  it  was  acted  with  Applaufe. 


?-  tr/^_^t»tvv^y>»v^-^Y>c'/s-yV'>r'^  '  "*  e^-VJ  «yv^,T  *YN</Y'°'YS-'Y5    *WY*    'YVY'    r/W" 

'   Af\  >  »/  ,     •         •  V    •  »         *A  A'.  -  v  A.tA  Ai/  •  A«     •  ,  A»A  .  AstA. 

•  •<••••*•       •  •  •  »  •  •   -    -  T  •      .  •  ','•   C    •          -       •<•   •  -i  •'••*.      -        [••••••*  .(.«•».  •*•>.••  '..•    ',=•-•      -,'  *-.»-*•! 

»  s>Vl  •       v  »  v'  V»V  V*  v  V»v     V-  V   VV    /*  Y     V  V      V  *V     V  <  Y 

«WvSA«t.l^V*«.v^S»c)vS/*«A/*Jl4«JvsJv6Vsvl>«   J(>^'<>   OV-VA*   cvS/* 

.  A  B  R  A  H  AM  FRANCE. 


A  N    ancient   Poet.     He    hVd   in  the   Reign    of 
Queen    Elizabeth,    and    was    Author    of   one 
Dramatick  Padoral  ;  call'd, 

A  M  Y  N  T  A  s  >  printed  in  a  Book  writ  by  him, 
entitled  7^6-  Countefs  of  Pembroke's  Ivy  Church^  1591, 
It  is  a  Translation  from  Tajfo,  in  Hexameter 
Verfe. 


^    ,^*^    ''T  ^  /^^    ^^^   ^|n»  ^^  ^^^   ^^**  /*^    ^J"»    /^^'    ,*^^    ^f*    /*  '*   i^^**   /^^ 

"     "  " 


, 

cr!  C*)^  <r^  r  .  c%  v"."  , 

^^   »^    C_>   *_>   ^y*    ^,<    *^ 

RALPH  FREE  M  A  N. 


HIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in   the  Reign  of  King 
Cbiirh'!  I.  and  during    the  inteftine   Troubles, 
writ  the  following  Play  in  his  Retirement. 

I  M  P  f-  R  i  A  i.  E  ;  a  Tragedy,  printed  11555.  T'1C 
Giraflrophe  of  this  Piay  is  very  moving.  For  the 
Plot  fee  Pom  Jin  fs  ;  Bftitus's  Ireafiiry  of  Ancient  a-.d 
ALJc,  ii  Tunes  ;  Beard's  Theatre  of  God's  Judgments, 
pti't  2.  p.  45.  Wanhys  Hi  ft.  of  Man,  lb.  q.c.  2.  Goulart 
Hi  ft.  Admiral;,  de  mtre  'Temps,  &c. 


'  ^  <  ^^^SE^^^^S^^SPSBBSgBSSJSte' 

.i.^iU^^;w^,i:^^c^vS.^i^^^:C^v^.i 

/T.    U  L  P  I  A  N    F  U  L  W  ELL. 


A  •  '    r,  \vho,  in  the  Reign  cf  Qi^ccn 
^-b,  \\        ne  ria;   in  Rhiine. 

Like 
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Like  will  to  like,  quoth  the  Devil  to  the  Collier  ;  an 
Interlude,  printed  in  an  old  Black  Letter,  1587. 
This  Play  lets  forth  the  Punifhment  of  Licentious 
Perfons. 


€!:^€l|'^^i^^|^^®^^^^|> 

G. 

GEORGE  GASCOIGN,  Efq°, 

THIS   Gentleman  liv'd  in   the  beginning  of 
Queen  ElfiU*fatk9£  Reign  ;  he  was  a  Member 
of  the  Society  of  Grays-Inn,  and  writ  feveral  Poeti- 
cal Performances,  among  which  are  the  four  Dra- 
matick  Pieces  following. 

I.  J  o  c  A  s  TA  ,•  a  Tragedy,  prefented  at  Grays-Inn 
1 5  66.  This  is  a  Tranflation  from  the  Greek  of  Euri- 
pides, digefled  into  Ads.  Euripides,  who  was  ilil'd 
the  Tragick  Philofofher,  was  born  at  Phila,  a  Town 
in  Attica  ;  Prodius  taught  him  Rhetorick,  after  wnich 
he  made  a  Voyage  to  Egypt  with  Plato,  for  the  Im- 
provement of  his  Learning.  He  was  Friend  to  &- 
crates,  and  affifted  him  in  the  compofing  his  Trage- 
dies. He  left  Athens  diflatisfied  at  the  Preferment  of 
the  Comic k  Writers  ,•  ami  retired  to  the  Court  of 
Archelaus  King  of  Macedonia,  where  he  was  received 
with  the  greateft  Marks  of  Efteem  ;  but  at  lafl  King 
Archelaus  was  aflaflinated,  and  Euripides  tore  to  pieces 
with  Dogs  by  the  Confpiracy  of  Decammon  and  others, 
He  died  about  the  6jth  Year  of  his  Age,  in  the  93 d 
Olympiad,  and  in  the  Year  of  Rome  348.  being 
406  Years  before  the  Incarnation  of  our  Saviour, 
The  Ancients  mention  above  Ninety  Tragedies  writ 

J  by 
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by  this  great  Man,  but  I  think  at  prefent  we  enjoy 
but  Nineteen  of  them.  Some  relate  that  he  received 
his  Death  from  vicious  Women,  again  ft  whom  he 
had  too  bitterly  inveigh'd.  In  Ford's  Apothegms  there 
is  this  Story  ;  Sophocles  being  once  ask'd  the  Reafon 
why  in  his  Tragedies  he  always  reprefented  Wo- 
men good,  and  Euripides  wicked  -3  aniwer'd  that 
Euripides  defcrib'd  them  as  they  were,  he  as  they 
ought  to  be.  This  fhort  Account  of  this  ancient 
Tragedian  I  thought  n't  to  infert  for  the  Entertain- 
ment of  the  Curious. 

II.  The  Suppofes ;  a  Comedy,  prefented  at  Gray's-Inn, 
1566.  Tranflated  from  the  Italian  of  Arififto,  a  fa- 
mous Poet ;  a  Ferrarefe  and  Favourite  vtAlphonfus  firft 
Duke  of  Ferrara.     This  and  the  former  are  two  of 
the   moft  ancient   Plays  in  the   Englijb  Language. 
The  Prologue  of  this  Play  is  writ  in  Profe,  which 
has  been  a  Precedent  in  other  Dramatick  Perfor- 
mances; and  Mr.  'Tates  Duke  or  no  Duke   has  an 
Epilogue  in  Prole. 

III.  'The  Glafs  of  Government ;   a  Tragi-Comedy, 
1575.    This  Play  illuflrates  the  Rewards  of  Virtue, 
and  particularly  mews  the  Punifhment  of  Vice. 

IV.  P leaf ure  at  Keneliuorth  Caflle  ,  a  Mafque,  per- 
form'd  before  the  Queen  for  her  Entertainment. 

All  thefe  Plays  are  printed  in  a  black  Letter,  and 
bound  up  with  his  other  Poems,  in  a  large  Vo- 
lume, 1587. 

.  ,.*,  ,*,   $  .-;-,  ,5,  ,*,  .>-,  &  &  ft  #  &  c*  ? 

Of. Or-    •        —    -- 


Mr.  JOHN  GAY. 

s  Author  born  in  Devonfiire,  and  bred  a  Mercer 
in  the  Strand  ;  but  quitting  that  Employment, 
was   afterwards  retained  in  the  Service  of  the 
Dntchcfs  of  Monmoutb,  as  her  Grace's  Domeftick 

Steward  j 
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Steward ;  and  having  an  Inclination  to  Poetry,  by 
the  Strength  of  his  own  Genius,  and  the  Converfa- 
tion  of  Mr.  Pope,  he  has  made  fome  Progrefs  in  Poe- 
tical Writings.  His  Dramatic!'  Pieces  are, 

I.  'The  Wife  of  Bath  ;    a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal  in  Dmry-lane,  1714.     This  Play  met 
with  but  indifferent  Succefs.     Part  of  the  Plot  feems 
to  be  taken  from  Kite  in  The  Recruiting  Officer. 

II.  The  what  d'ye  call  it  ;   a  Tragi-Comi-Paftoral 
Farce,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1715.     This 
Farce  was  acted  with  Applaufe  ,•  it   is   allegorical, 
and  expofes  feveral  of  our  eminent  Poets. 

III.  Three  Hours  after  Marriage;    a    Comedy   of 
three  Acts,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1717.  This 
Play  has  fome  extraordinary  Scenes  in  it,  which 
feem'd  to  trefpafs  on  Female  Modefly. 

IV.  The  Mohocks;  a  Farce,  never  acted. 


Mr.  CHARLES  GILDON. 

THIS  Gentleman  ({till  living)  was  born  at 
Giflingbam  near  Shaftesburyy  in  the  County  of 
Dorfet.  His  Parents  and  Family  were  all  of  the 
Romifi  Perfwafion ;  but  they  could  not  convey  their 
Zeal  for  that  Religion  to  this  Author.  His  Father: 
was  a  Member  of  the  Society  of  Grays-Inn,  and 
fuffer'd  very  much  with  the  Royal  Party.  His  firffc 
Rudiments  of  Learning  he  had  at  the  place  of  his 
Nativity  ;  thence  his  Relations  fent  him  to  the 
Englijh  College  of  Secular  Priefls  at  Dov;ay  in  Hai- 
vault,  with  defign  of  making  him  a  Prieft  ;  but  after 
five  Years  Study  there,  he  found  his  Inclinations 
lead  him  another  way.  At  Nineteen  he  re- 
turned  to  England,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  of 
Age,  and  capable  of  enjoying  all  the  Pleafures  of 

I  2  Life3 
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Life,  he  came  to  Lwdw,  where  having  fpent  the 
bed  Part  of  his  Paternal  Eftate,  at  about  Three 
and  Twenty  he  married.  During  the  Reign  or" 
King  Jiiwct,  he  employed  himfelf  in  reading  the 
Controversies  of  thofe  Times  ;  and  he  declares  that 
it  coft  him  above  (even  Years  Study  and  Conteft,  be- 
fore he  could  overcome  the  Prejudice  of  Education. 
His  firft  Attempt  in  a  Dramatick  way,  was  not  till 
after  his  Two  and  Thirtieth  Year.  And  he  tells  us 
in  his  Effays,  that  NecefTity  (the  general  Induce- 
ment) was  the  firft  Motive  of  his  venturing  to  be  an 
Author.  He  has  writ  three  Plays. 

I.  *fhe  Roman  Bride's  Revenge ;  a   Tragedy,  acted 
at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1697.     This  Play  was  writ 
in  a  Month  ;   and  had  the  ufual  Succeis  of  hafty 
Productions,   tho'  the  tirft  and  fecond  Acts  are  well 
done ;  and  the  Catailrophe  is  beautiful ;  the  Moral 
being  to  give  us  an  Example  in  the  Punifhment  of 
Martian,,  that  no   Con/ideration  ought  to  make  us 
delay  the  Service  cf  our  Country.     Part  of  the  Plot 
is  taken  from  Camma  of  Galata.  \ 

II.  P  H  A  E  T  o  N,  or  The  Fatal  Divorce ;    a  Trage- 
dy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  169$.  Dedicated 
to  Charles  Montague,  Efq;     This  Play  is  written  in 
imitation  of  the  Ancients,  and  it  had  better  Succefs 
than  the  other.     The  Plct,  and  a  great  many  of  the 
Beauties,  the  Author  owns  in  his  Preface,  he  has 
taken  tVom  the  Medea  of  Euripides. 

III.  Loves   Vi&im,    or    The  Queen    of  Wales  ;    a 
Tragedy,    aftcd   at   the    Theatre   in    Lincolns-Imir 
/  ielas. 

He  introduc'd  the  Play,  call'd  The  Younger  Brother, 
or  The  Amorow  Jilt  ;  written  by  Mrs.  Behn,  but  not 
brought  upon  the  .Stage  till  after  her  Deceafe.  He 
made  very  little  Alteration  in  it.  His  Plays  have 
not  his  Name  to  them  ;  and  his  Faults  lie  gene- 
rally in  the  Style,  which  is  too  near  an  Imitation  of 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Leis  ;  tho'  that  Poet  had  Beauties  enough  to 
make  amends  for  it. 


Mr.  HENRY  GLAPTHORN. 


HIS   Author  liv'd   in   the   Reign    of  King 
Charles  I.  and  was  allowed  to  be  a  good  Dra- 
matick  Poet  of  that  Age.     He  writ  Five  Plays. 

I.  ARGALUS  and  PARTHENIA;    a  Tragi-Co- 
medy,  163  9.     This  Play  was  afted  before  the  King 
and  Queen  at  Court  ,•  and  afterwards  at  the  private 
Houfe  in  Drury-lane,  by  their  Majefties  Servants. 
The  Plot  is  founded  on  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  Arcadia  j 
a  Romance. 

II.  7'he  Ladies  Privilege  ;  a  Comedy,   a&ed  at  the 
Cock-Pit  in  Drury-lane,  by  their  Majeflies  Servants, 
1640.     This  Play  is  Dedicated  to  Sir  Frederick  Corn- 
walfa;  and  was  likewife  acted  before  their  Majefiies 
at  Whitehall. 

III.  ALBERTUS  WA  LLENSTEIN;  a  Tragedy, 
a<5ted  at  the  Ghbe,  by  his  Majefly's  Servants,  1640. 
For  the  Story  fee  the  Writers  in  the  Time  of  the 
Emperor  Ferdinand  II.  Spondams's  Continuation  ot 
Baronius,  &c. 

IV.  fbe  Hollander  ;  a  Comedy,  aded  at  the  Coc\a- 
pit  in  D)ur)-hwey  1640.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Thomas 
Fijler. 

V.  Wit  in  a  Conflable  ;  a  Comedy,  aded  at  the 
Cock-Pit  in  Drury-tane,  by  their  Ma  jellies  Servants  j 
Dedicated  to  Thomas  Lord  M/eatiuortb. 


I  3  Mr. 
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71/fr.  THOMAS  GOFFE. 

A  Gentleman  that  flourinVd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
James  I.  He  was  born  in  Eflex,  the  Year 
1  52^.  and  was  firft  plac'd  to  Weftjninfter  School,  from 
whence  he  remov'd  to  Chrift-Church-College,  Oxford; 
and  had  conferred  on  him  the  Degree  of  Batchelor 
of  Divinity,  before  he  left  the  Univerfity.  In 
the  Year  1623,  he  was  preferr'd  to  the  Living  of 
Raft  Clnndcn  in  Surrey  ;  where,  Mr.  Langbain  tells  us, 
he  unhappily  met  with  a  Xantipfe  to  his  Wife,  the 
Din  of  whole  provoking  Tongue  put  an  untimely 
Period  to  his  Days.  He  arrived  to  be  a  good  Poet, 
a  fine  Orator,  and  an  excellent  Preacher.  He  dy'd 
in  the  Year  1627;  and  was  buried  in  his  own  Pariih 
Church.  His  Dramatick  Pieces  are  as  follow. 

I.  S  E  1.  1  M  u  s  Emperor  of  the  Turks  ;    a    Tragedy, 

'Tis  uncertain  whether  this  Play  was  ever 
For  the  Plot  fee  the  Turkifi  Hiflories  in  the 
Reign  of  Selimm  I.  as  Paulm  Jovitu,  Mewray,  &c. 

II.  The  Carelefs  Sbepberdefs  ,•   a  Dramatick  Paftoral, 
1656.      This  Play  was  a&ed  at  Salisbury  Court  be- 
fore the  King  and  Queen,  with  great  Applaufe. 

III.  ORESTF.  s;   a  Tragedy,  acted  by  the 
dents  of  Chnfl-Church  in  Oxford,  1656.     Plot  from 
the  Ore]  fas  of  Euripides. 

IV.  The   Couragiotu  Turk,    or  AMURATH   I;    a 
Tragedy,  1656.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Walter  TMorn. 
For  the  Plot  confult  the  Hiflories    of  Leunclavim, 
Ckalcocondylcu,  KucHc^  &c.  in  the  Reign  of  Amurmb. 

V.  The   Raging  Tu;k,   or  BAJAZET  II;    a  Tra- 
gedy.     Both  thcfc  lalt  mentioned  Plays  were  like- 
wife  adtcci  by  the  Students  of  Cbrrft-Cburch-Col/ege  in 
Oxford. 

Mr. 
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.  ROBERT  GOMERSAL. 

THIS  Author,  likewife  a  Divine,  was  born  in 
London  the  Year  1602.  At  Fourteen  Years  o 
Age  he  was  enter'd  of  Ckrifi-Churck-CoBege  in  Oxford, 
and  Toon  after  chofen  a  Student  of  that  Royal  Foun- 
dation. Here  he  took  the  Degrees  of  Batchelor  and 
Mailer  of  Arts  ;  and  in  the  Year  1627,  he  was  made 
Batchelor  of  Divinity.  He  had  a  Living  in  North- 
ampton]bire>  and  dy'd  in  the  Year  16^6.  He  wrote 
one  Play ;  call'd, 

LODOVICK  SFORZA  Duke  of  Milan ;  a  Tragedy,  163  2. 
Dedicated  to  Mr.  Francis  Hyde.  The  Story  you  may 
fee  in  Guicciardin,  lib.  i.  2,  &c.  Mez*eray,  and  P 
de  Comities  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  VIII.  of  Frame. 

This   Gentleman  likewife  wrote  feveral  Divine 
Poems;  one  whereof  is  call'dthe  Levites  Revenge. 


*  ©  @ 

ROBERT  GOULD. 


Domeflick  of  the  late  Earl  of  Dorfet  and  Mid- 
dkfex ;    who  afterwards  became  a  Country 
School-Matter.     He  writ  one  Play. 

The  Rival  Sifters,  or  *The  Violence  of  Love ;  a  Tra- 
gedy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1696.  Dedica- 
ted to  the  Right  Honourable  James  Earl  afAbingdon. 
This  Play  was  well  received,  thoJ  the  a&ing  of  it 
was  delayed  for  fome  time,  as  the  Author  complains 
in  his  Epiftle.  The  Plot  is  taken,  in  a  great  meafure, 
from  Shirley's  Maid's  Revenge ;  the  Story  from  Reynold's 
God's  Revenge  againft  Murder. 

J  4  FRAN- 
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FRANCIS  GOLDSMITH, 

I  Am   able   to  give  no  other   Account  of  this 
Gentleman,  than   that  he  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  I.  and  oblig'd  us  with  a  Tranflation  of 
a  Dramatick  Piece,  ;  callM, 

S  O  P  H  O  M  P  A  N  E  A  S,    Ot   jfo  Hftory   of  ]  O  S  E  P  H  { 

a  Tragedy,  with  Annotations,  1640.  Dedicated 
to  the  Marquis  of  Dorchefter.  This  Divine  Play 
was  writ  in  Latin ^  by  the  famous  Hugo  Grotitti,  a 
Swedifo  Gentleman,  and  Ambaffador  from  Sweden  to 
the  Court  of  France,  in  the  Reign  of  Lewis  XIII. 
and  is  tranflatcd  into  Heroick  Verfe.  It  is  founded 
on  the  44th  and  45th  Chapter  of  Genejls ;  Pbilo,  in 
the  Life  of  Jofepktu,  Jitftin,  book,  3  6y  &c.  It  ends 
fuccefsfully,  as  Authority  for  which,  the  Author 
quotes  a  Tragedy  writ  by  Euri fides,  call'd  Alceftes., 
&c.  The  Author  was  found  fault  with  by  fomc 
religious  Perfons,  for  bringing  Sacred  Things  into  a 
Play  and  Fabk, 


GEORGE    GRANVILLE, 

Lord  LanfdqwnCj  Baron  of  Biddiford. 

THIS    accompliuVd   Nobleman   is  defended 
ficm  the  Ancient  and  Noble  Family  of  the 
G  .,-j'iUes  or  Gramjille^  featcd   for  many  Ages  in 
ZX  and  Cornwall-     This  Family  came  from 

Rollo  the  Fkft'Duke  of  Normandy.-  Richard  de 
G>  i,  Second  Son  of  the  faid  Duke,  accompani- 
ed /'  n  the  (:<i.queror  in  his  Expedition  into  this 
Kin^-.om.  ;  and  the  Conqueror,  for  his  iignal  Ser- 
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vices,  bcftow'd  on  him  the  Caflle  and  Lordfhip  of 
_  Biddiford.  Richard  de  Grani'i//ey  Son  of  the  faid 
Richard,  was  fummon'd  by  King  Edward  I.  to  at- 
tend him  in  his  Foreign  Wars.  Sir  Richard  Gran- 
vifle,  a  Defendant  of  this  Houfe,  was  one  of  the 
famous  Englishmen.)  who  in  the  Year  i$<5<5  ferv'd 
the  Emperor  Ferdinand  againft  the  "lurks ;  and  was 
prefcnt  with  Don  John  of  Auftria,  at  the  famous 
Battle  of  Lefamo  ;  and  on  his  Return,  was  made 
Vice-Admiral  of  England :  He  was  llain  near  the 
Az,ore  lilands,  having  in  one  Ship  alone  fuftain'd  a 
Fight,  for  fifteen  Hours,  againft  the  whole  Naval 
Power  of  Spain.  Sir  Bevil  Granvilk,  Grandfon  to 
Sir  Richard,  rais'd  considerable  Forces,  at  his  own 
Expence,  for  King  Charles  I.  and  at  the  Battle  of 
Lanjdowne  he  loft  his  Life,  jfo/m,  the  eldeft  Son  of 
Sir  Bevil  Granvtlle,  was  the  chief  Inflrument  of  the 
famous  Negotiation  with  General  Monk ,  and  after 
the  Reftoration  he  wras  created  Earl  of  Bath  and 
-Vifcount  Lanfdowne.  The  prefent  Lord  Latifdowne  is 
fecond  Son  to  Bernard  Granvilky  who  was  fecond 
Son  of  the  famous  Sir  Bevil ;  and  by  the  Death  of 
the  late  William  Henry  Earl  of  Bathy  is  become  the 
chief  Male  Reprefentative  of  that  Houfe.  The  il- 
luftrious  Original  and  glorious  Actions  of  the  Fa- 
mily of  this  Nobleman,  will,  I  doubt  not,  render 
this  concife  Account  of  his  Defcent  acceptable  to 
all  curious  Readers  :  But  to  proceed  to  his  Educa- 
tion. 

He  receiv'd  his  firft  Tincture  of  Letters  in  F>-ance, 
under  the  Care  and  Tuition  of  Sir  William  Ellis,  a 
Gentleman  bred  up  under  the  famous  Doclor  Busby ^ 
and  who  has  fince  been  eminent  in  many  publick 
Srations.  At  Eleven  Years  of  Age,  he  was  fent  to 
Trinity-College  in  Cambridge,  where  he  remained  five 
Years  ;  but  at  the  Age  of  Thirteen  he  was  admit- 
ted to  the  Degree  of  Mailer  of  Arcs, 

Her 
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Her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Dutchefs  of  York  (Con- 
fort  to  the  late  King  James)  paying  a  Vifit  to  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  he  was  chofen  by  the  Col- 
lege to  compliment  her  Highnefs  with  a  Speech  in 
Englijh  Verfe,  which  he  performed  with  wonderful 
Applaufe.  Being  thus  introduced  to  the  Mufes,  he 
took  fuch  a  liking  to  them,  and  to  his  firft  Subject, 
that  he  could  forfake  neither.  His  next  Perfor- 
mance was  a  Copy  of  Verfes  infcrib'd.to  the  Earl 
of  Peterborough,  upon  his  Negotiation  of  the  Mar- 
riage of  her  Royal  Highnefs  with  the  Duke  :  And 
it  has  been  a  received  Opinion,  that  mod  of  his 
Panegyricks  to  Myra,  however  difguis'd  and  feem- 
ingly  apply'd,  were  originally  defign'd  for  that  Prin- 
cefs  ;  it  appears  that  he  continued  conftant  to  this 
Theme  to  the  lafl  ;  for  in  his  Progress  of  Beauty,  he 
could  not  forbear  placing  her  at  the  Head  gf.  his 
Celebrated  Beauties  :  And  rhis  was  one  of  the  laft 
Pieces  of  his  Lordfhip's  Writing  in  that  kind. 

It  is  a  very  difficult  Task  to  give  a  Character  of 
this  fhining  Nobleman  ;  I  prefume  to  fay,  that  his 
Lordfhip  is  not  only  an  excellent  Poet,  but  a  candid 
and  generous  Patron  ;  a  Nobleman  of  fprightly  Wit, 
and  Vivacity,  as  appears  in  all  his  Writings,  and  per- 
fectly accomplim'd  in  the  Affairs  of  State  :  Tho3  it  be 
unufual  amongft  Quality,  he  is  eafy  of  Accefs,  hu- 
mane and  affable  in  his  Temper,  and  fincere  in  his 
Actions,*  he  has  a  great  deal  of  Perfonal  Bravery, 
and  gives  as  much  Honour  to  the  Titles  he  bears, 
as  he  has  received  from  them. 

In  the  Year  1710,  his  Lordfhip  (then  Mr.  Gran~ 
•vitte)  was  made  Secretary  at  War,  as  he  was  after- 
wards Comptroller  and  Treafurer  of  the  Houfhold  to 
the  late  Queen,  and  One  of  her  Majefty's  moft 
Honourable  Privy  Council :  And  in  the  Year  1711, 
he  was  created  a  Peer  of  the  Realm,  by  the  Stile 

and 
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and  Title  of  Baron  Lanfdowne  of  Eiddiford  in  the 
County  of  Devon. 

Befides  his  Lordfhip's  Colle<5tion  of  Poems,  con- 
fifting  chiefly  of  Verfes  of  Gallantry,  Songs,  Epi- 
grams, &c.  he  has  honoured  the  World  with  Throe 
Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  The  She  Gallants  ;    a  Comedy,    acted   at  the 
Theatre   Royal  in  Little  Lincoln*- Inn-Fields,    1696. 
This  Play,  tin    it  ivtuWrit  at  an  Age  ivhenfome  Per- 
fons  are  but  beginning  to  SfelJy    ''  has  a  great  deal  more 

Wit  than  the  Stage  is  generally  us'd  to,  Dialogue 
equaled  by  few,  and  more  juft  Satyrical  Obferva- 
tions  than  moft  of  our  modern  Comedies  :  But  it 
being  mifreprefented,  as  deiigning,  in  fome  of  the 
Characters,  to  reflect  upon  particular  Perfons,  and 
efpecially  upon  the  Government  j  this  Prejudice, 
and  the  Envy  to  the  Merit  of  the  Performance, 
arm'd  a  Faction  againft  it,  tho3  they  could  not  hin- 
der its  Succefs,  it  being  often  acted  with  Applaufe. 
His  Lordfhip  will  be  eafily  acquitted  of  the  Imputa- 
tion of  reflecting  upon  the  Government,  when  'tis 
confider'd  that  he  writ  this  Play  long  before  that 
Government  fubfifted,  or  thofe  Perfons  fuppos'd, 
were  any  ways  noted  ,*  nor  was  it  compos'd  with 
any  Intention  of  being  made  publick,  but  only  for 
a  private  Amufement,  as  his  Lordfnip  himfelf  avers 
in  his  Preface.  Part  of  the  Epifode  of  The  Four 
Sifters,  feems  to  be  taken  out  of  The  French  Marquis 
in  the  Romance  of  Ibrahim. 

II.  Heroick  Love ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  with  great  Applaufe.     This  Play  is  one  of 
the  beft  of  our  modern  Tragedies  :  His  Lordfhip 
has  obferv'd  the  ftricteft  Rules  of  the  ancient  Dra- 
ma ;  the  Action  is  iingle,  the  Place  not  varied,  nor 

the 


*  See  the  Advertife merit  jtrefx'dio  tils  Play. 
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the  Time  extended  beyond  Ariflotles  Bounds ;  the 
whole  being  tranfaded  in  the  fame  Gamp,  and  re- 
quiring no  more  Hours  than  are  barely  neceilary 
for  the  Reprefentaticn.  He  has,  perhaps,  too  in- 
duftrioufly  avoided  that  Crowd  of  Incidents,  which 
the  Engltjh  Stage  feems  to  demand.  His  Lcrdfhip 
has  likewife  broke  thro'  that  long  eftablinVd  Ciiftom 
of  Stabbing  and  Murdering  upon  the  S;age,  not  one 
Actor  being  reprefcnted  as  dying  in  the  light  of  the 
Audience,  which  gave  occafion  to  fo me  fort  of  Cri- 
ticks,  to  except  againfl  it  as  no  Tragedy  ;  as  if  the 
fatal  and  unavoidable  necefllty  of  an  Eternal  Sepa- 
ration between  two  faithful  Lovers  was  not  a  Ca- 
taftrophe  fufficiently  moving  ,•  or  that  cruel  unna- 
tural, and  bloody  Spectacles  were  the  Eflentiais  of 
Tragedy.  His  Lordfhip,  in  this  Play,  feems,  by 
his  Style,  to  have  made  it  his  chief  Study  to  de- 
liver the  Tragick  Vein  from  all  fuftian  and  affected 
Expreffions,  and  to  preferve  the  Dignity  of  the 
Buskin  from  finking  too  low  or  riling  too  high.  The 
Plot  is  built  on  the  firft  Book  of  Hrmev. 

III.  *fhe  B.-itijb  Enchanters,  or  No  Magick  like  Love  ; 
a  Dramatick  Opera,  perform'd  at  the  Queen's 
Theatre  in  the  Hay-market.  This  Piece  was  written 
before  Heroick  Lovey  but  it  was  la  ft  publifh'd.  My 
1. oid  had  taken  an  early  Diflike  to  the  F.-ench  and 
Italian  Operas,  confiding  meerly  of  Dancing,  Sing- 
ing, and  Decorations,  without  the  leaft  Entertain- 
ment for  any  other  Senfe  but  the  Eye  or  the  Ear. 
His  Lordfhip,  therefore  in  hisAttempt,  feems  to  have 
applied  himfelf  to  reconcile  the  Variety  and  Mag- 
nificence eilential  to  Operas,  to  a  more  reafonable 
Model,  by  introducing  fomething  more  fubflantial ; 
in  which  Ddign  lie  is  justified  by  Monfieur  De 
St.  Evremond,  who  in  his  Difcourfe  of  Operas  pro- 
poles  the  very  fame  Method,  upon  which  this  Dra- 
matick Performance  is  contriv'd.  The  Succefs  in 

the 


Englifh  DRAMATICK  POETS.     125 

the  Representation  every  way  anfwer'd  ,•  but  all  fu- 
ture Entertainments  of  this  kind  were  at  once  pre- 
vented, by  the  Divifion  of  the  Theatre,  and  a  Pro- 
hibition to  that  Houfe  where  Dramatkk  Pieces 
were  allow'd  to  receive  Mufical  Performers ;  which 
was  intended  for  the  better  Encouragement  of  the 
Italian  Operas,  at  that  time  the  prevailing  PafHon 
of  the  Town. 

His  Lordfhip  alfo  reviv'd,  with  great  Alterations, 
a  Comedy  of  Shakefpea/s^  called  T'be  Msrcham  of  Venice, 
under  the  Title  of  77;?  Jew  of  Venice ;  which  was 
acted  with  good  Applaufe.  I  have  been  informed 
that  his  Lordfhip  had  fome  other  Dramatick  Pieces 
and  "Poems  in  Manufcript ;  but  upon,  feizing  his 
Perfon  and  Papers  three  Years  fince,  on  a  ground- 
lefs  Sufpicion  (as  has  iince  prov'd)  of  his  being  dif- 
affeded  to  the  prefent  Eftablifliment,  all  fuch  Papers 
and  Writings,  of  any  kind  whatfoever  (which 
efcap'd  the  Diligence  of  the  Officers)  were  burnt 
without  examining,  by  the  over  officious  Care  of 
his  Servants,  to  the  very  great  Concern  cf  all  Lo- 
vers of  Wit  and  Gallantry. 

I  have  been  like  wife  credibly  inform'd,  that  all 
that  has  yet  appeared  of  his  Lordfhip's,  was  written 
between  the  Age  of  Thirteen  and  Twenty  five 
(wherein  my  Lord  feems  to  have  follow'd  the  Ex- 
ample of  Mr.  Coxgreve,  efpecially  in  his  early  quit- 
ting the  Stage)  And  publinVd,  for  the  mo  ft  part, 
from  Copies  without  his  privity,  and  never  re- 
vis'd  or  corrected  by  himfelf ;  fo  that  his  Lordfhip 
can  be  juftly  accus'd  of  but  very  few  Errors.  And 
Mr.  JDrjdfcv/,  the  greateft  Judge  of  Writings,  as  well 
as  the  beft  Writer  of  the  Age  wherein  he  Kv'd, 
in  an  excellent  Copy  of  Verfes  upon  the  Tragedy  ot 
Heroick  Love,  has  the  following  impartial  Lines. 
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Aufpiciow  Poet,  ivert  thou  not  my  Friend, 
HOID  coii'd  I  envy,  what  I  mufl  commend  ! 
Entfmce  'tis  Nature's  Law,  m  Love  and  IVit, 
*That  Youth  fooud  Reign,  and  withering  Age  fubmit, 
With  lefs  Regret,  thoje  Laurels  1  rejign, 
Which,  dying  on  my  Brows,  revive  on  I'hine. 

His  Lordfhip's  Works  are  printed  in  Two  Volumes 
Octavo  :  And  tho'  it  be  a  bold  Attempt  to  fay  any 
thing  after  Mr.  Dry  den  ;  I  prefume  to  add  this 
Couplet. 

Great  Granville'j  Works  unnumber'd  Praifes  claim, 
And  range  him  foremoft  in  the  Rolls  of  Fame. 


.  ALEXANDER  GREEN. 

AN  Author  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of   King 
Charles  II.   and    who    writ    one   Comedy  ; 

call'd, 

"The  Politician  Cheated,  printed  in  the  Year  1663, 
but  never  a&ed. 


Mr.  ROBERT  GREEN. 

HIS  Poet  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth; he  was  Educated  at  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  where  he  was  Mailer  of  Arts.  Mr. 
Winftanley  tells  us3  that  this  Gentleman  being  very 
much  inclined  to  the  Pleafures  of  Venus,  was  obliged 
to  make  his  Pen  a  Slave  to  his  Purfe,  for  the  fupport 
of  his  Extravagancies.  He  writ  feveral  Pieces  of 

Poetry, 
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Poetry,  moit  of  them  printed  in  Black  Letter, 
among  which  is  the  following  Play. 

'The  Hiftory  of  Fry  ay  BACON,  and  Fryar  B  u  N  G  y  ; 
a  Comedy,  acted  by  the  Prince  of  Palatines  Ser- 
vants. For  the  Plot  fee  Wood's  Antiquities  of  Oxony 
Plots  Hiftory  of  Oxford/hire. 

He  affifted  Doctor  Lodge  in  fome  of  his  Plays. 
His  other  Poetical  Works  are,  Doraflm  and  Faunia, 
his  Arcadia,  Up  ft  an  Courtier,  &c. 


FULK    GREVILE 

Lord  Brook. 


Honourable  Author  was  Son  of  Sir  Fulk 
Grevile  the  Elder,  of  Beancbamp  Court  in  War- 
ivickfhire  (being  a  Branch  of  the  ancient  Family  of 
the  Gtevtfe'fy  feated  at  Cambden  in  Gloucefterjhire,  in 
the  Time  of  King  Edward  III.)  He  was  bred  at 
Cambridge  ,*  from  whence  coming  to  Court  he  was 
very  much  in  favour  with  Queen  Elizabeth  and 
King  James  I.  by  which  laft  he  was  made  a  Baron. 
He  arriv'd  to  an  Eminency  in  Learning,  and  was  no 
lefs  fam'd  for  his  Valour.  He  was  an  Intimate  of 
Sir  Pbilip  Sidnefs,  and  in  his  Youth  he  writ  feveral 
Poems  of  different  kinds,  two  whereof  are  Drama- 
tick  Pieces,  'viz,. 

I.  ALAHAM;  a  Tragedy,  1633.  This  Play  is 
built  on  the  Model  of  the  Ancients  ;  the  Prologue 
is  fpoken  by  a  Ghofl,  who  gives  an  Account  of 
every  Character.  The  Author  has  been  very  care- 
ful in  obferving  the  Rules  of  Ariftotle  and  Horace, 
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•Nee  quarta  loqui  ferfona  Jaboret. 

De  Arte  Poetica. 


for  he  has,  in  no  Scene  throughout,  introduced 
above  two  Speakers,  except  in  the  Chorus  between 
each  Ad.  The  Scene  of  the  Drama  of  this  Play 
lies  at  the  Entrance  of  the  Perfian  Gutyb,  fee  Her- 
berts Travels. 

II.  MUSTAPHA;  a  Tragedy,  1633.  •  This  Play 
feems  alfo  an  Imitation  of  the  Ancients.  The 
Foundation  of  it  is  the  fame  with  that  of  my  Lord 
Orrery's  Tragedy  of  this  Name.  For  the  Plot,  con- 
duit Paulus  jfGvim,  I'huanus,  and  other  Tujckift 
Chronicles.  This  Play  firft  appeared  in  Print  in  the 
Year,  i6op.  but  was  then  very  imperfect. 

This  Nobleman  wrote  A  Treatife  of  Humane 
Learning ;  An  Inquijjtion  upon  Fame  and  Honour ',  T'he  Life 
of  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  before  his  .rffazJfc;  and  his  Re- 
mains or  Poems  of  Monarchy  and  Religion)  &c.  printed 

in  the  Year  i6jo. 

i 

He  lies  buried  in  Warwick  Church,  under  a  black 
and  white  Marble  Monument,  whereon  he  is 
filled, 

Servant  to  Qiiten  Elizabeth, 
Counceflor   to   King  James,  and 
Friend  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney. 


WILLIAM 
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WILLIAM  H  A  BIN  G  TON, 

A  Poet  that  in  the  midft  of  the  Civil   Wars  de- 
voted himfelf  to  the  Mufes.     He  writ  one 
Play  ,•  call'd, 

'the  Queen  of  Arragon  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  afted  at 
Court,  and  in  the  Black-fryars,  1640.  He  wrote 
like  wife  a  Volume  of  Poems,,  call'd  Caftara.  Which 
is  divided  into  Three  Parts.  The  Firft  is  call'd  'The 
Miftrefs,  the  Second  The  Wife,  and  the  Third  The 
friend. 

(5  C3  (5  C3  ©  \D>  C3  (3  (3  C5  C5  ^?  s^  C5  C5 


.  JOSEPH  HARRIS. 

A  Comedian  of  no   great   Note  ;    but  by  the 
Affiftance  of  his  Friends  he  aim'd  at  being  an, 
Author  j    and  Two  Plays  are  publifh'd  under  his 
Name. 

I.  The  Mi  flakes,   or  'the  Fulfs  Report  ;  a  Comedy, 
originally  composed  by  another  Perfon  j  but  being 
put  into  his  Hands,  he,  by  altering,  fpoil'd  it. 

II.  The  City  Bride,  or  The  Merry  Cuckold  ;  a  Come- 
dy, acted  at  the  Theatre  in  Little  Limolns-Inn-  Fields  t 
1  696.     Dedicated  to  Sir  John  Walter  y  Bart.      This 
Play  is  borrow'd  from  Wefrftefs  Cure  for  a  Cuckold  ', 
feverai  whole  Scenes  being  the  fame,  but  fpoil'd  by 
the  Tranfpofer  j  fo  rhat  it  mifcarried  in  the  Repre- 
fcntation,  K 
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Mr.  PETER  HAUSTED. 

THIS  Author   was  born  at  Oundle  in  North- 
amptonfkirey  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
He  was  Educated  at  Qiieeri  s-  College,  Cambridge  ;  and 
took  the  Degree  of  Matter  of  Arts.     He  writ  one 
Play:  called, 

'The  Rival  Friends  ;  a  Comedy,  a<5ted  before  the 
King  and  Queen  at  Cambridge,  1632.  The  Prologue 
of  this  Play  is  a  Dialogue  between  J/enm,  Thetis,  and 
Phoebe  appearing  at  a  Window  above,  as  rifen, 
calling  to  Sol  who  lay  in  Thetis's  Lap,  at  the  Eaft 
Side  of  the  Stage,  canopy  'd  with  an  azure  Curtain. 
The  Scene  betwixt  Lcveal!  and  Hamerjhin,  Act  3,  is 
taken  from  True-Wit,  Daw,  and  La  Fool,  in  Ben. 
Johnfons  Silent  Woman. 


w 


71/fr.  JOSEPH  HAYNES. 

HERE  is  one  Play  mention'd,  in  former  Ca- 
talogues,  to  have  the  Name  of  this  humo- 
rous Comedian  to  it  ;  but  it  is  fo  very  ill  written, 
that  he  is  generally  acquitted  from  being  the  Author, 
It  is  called, 

A  Fatal  Miflake,  or  The  Phtfpoifd,  1696.  This 
Play  was  printed,  but  never  acted. 

His  Prologues  and  Epilogues,  many  of  which  are 
not  printed,  are  remarkable  for  a  fprightly  Turn  of 
Wit,  and  much  Humour. 


Mr. 
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.  RICHARD  HEAD. 

AN  Author  born  of  Er.glfo  Parents  in  the  King- 
dom of  L-eland.  His  Father  was  a  Clergy- 
man in  Lelaudy  and  was  mnrder'd  in  the  Maflacre 
there  1641.  He  was  force  time  at  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Oxford  ;  but  removing  from  thence  to  London, 
he  commenced  Bookfeller;  and  was  afterwards  Partner 
with  Mr.  Kirkman  in  St.  Paul's  Church  -yard.  Mr. 
Langbain  informs  us,  that  he  was  a  Man  of  excellent 
Natural  Parts,  but  extreamly  given  to  Pleafure.  He 
writ  one  Play;  called, 

Hie  &  Ubiqite,  or  The  Humours  of  Dublin  ;  a  Co- 
medy a&ed  with  Applaufe,  1^63.  Dedicated  to 
Charles  Duke  of  Momnmth.  He  wrote  feveral  other 
fmall  Pieces  :  as  the  Firft  Part  of  The  English  Rcgue, 
S  Cabinet  unlocked,  &c. 


fvf 

•a 


I  L  L  I  A  M   H  E  M  M  I  N  G  S. 

Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  He  was  Educated  at  Oxfirdy  where 
he  took  the  Degree  of  Mafter  of  Arts.  He  writ 
Three  Tragedies,  in  his  Time  eftesin'd.  And  Mr. 
Langbain  tells  us,  that  they  appear *d  on  the  Stage 
after  the  Refloration  of  Kins  Charles  II.  and  the 

c> 

Mufes,  with  Approbation.    They  arc, 

I.  The  Fatal  Contrary  a  Tragedy,  acted  by  her 

Majefly's    Servants,    1^53.      Dedicated    to    James 

..arl  of  Northampton^  and  IfabeUa  his  Countiefs.  This 

4. 'ay  was  reviv'd  twice  after  the  Reiteration.     For 

K  2  the 
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the  Plot  COtlfult  G'Cgorie  de  Tours,  lib.  4,  5,  &c.  Aimi- 
ctf,  Valois,  De  Serres,  Mezeray,  &c.  in  tlie  Reigns  of 
Cbilferic  I.  and  Cli>tair  II.  of  France. 

II.  77;<?  jfe-iw  Tragedy,  with  their  Overthrow  by  Vef-, 
pafian  and  Titus  his  Son,  1662.     This  Play  was  not 
printed  till   fome    Years  after  the  Author's  Death. 
The  Story  you  may  find  in  *}cfephw}  lib.  6,  7. 

III.  "The  Eunuch  -,  a  Tragedy. 


A 

• 


fi/lr.  JOHN  HEY  WOOD. 

N  ancient  Poet,  that  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of 
King  Edward  VI.  and  Queen  Mary  I.  He  was 
a  Hertford/hire  Gentleman,  and  an  Intimate  of  Sir, 
1  'homos  Moor,  to  whom  he  was  a  Neighbour,  and 
by  whofe  Intereft  he  was  introduced  to  Queen  Mary. 
After  her  Death  he  fled  beyond  Sea,  on  account  of 
his  Religion,  he  being  a  Papift,  and  died  at  Mecklen, 
1556.  He  was  one  of  the  beft  Dramatick  Writers 
of  his  Time,  and  a  famous  Epigramrnatift.  Tho' 
he  was  a  Roman  Catholick,  yet  he  wrote  with  Se- 
verity againft.  the  Regular  Clergy  of  that  Religion. 
His  Dramatick  Pieces,  being  moflly  Interludes,  are 
Six  in  Number,  viz,. 

I.  A  Play  of  Love. 

II.  A  Play  of  Genteelnefs  and  N  I'dity^  in  7wi?  Pans. 

III.  A  Play  between  JOHN  the  Hmband,  and  TIB 
Us  Wife. 

IV.  A  Play  between    the  Pardoner,    thj   Frjar,    the 
Citrate  and  Neighbour  PRAT. 

V.  7%t  Four  P  ----  *»  ;  an  Interlude. 

VI.  A  Play  of  the  Weather  ,'  cail'd  A  New  and  very 
Merry  Interlude  of  all  manner  of  Weather  s^   1533. 

Thefe  were  feme  of  the  firft  Plays  that  appear'd 
in  owt'Englijl)  Language.     This  Author  writ  Two  or 

Three 
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Three  Books  of  Epigrams,  which,  Mr.  Langbam 
(ays,  made  Five  Hundred  in  number;  and  alib  a 
Book  call'd  Monumenta  Liter  aria. 


<£  9»  &  &  &  &&9&  &  «?•$  &  &  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

t^JdtytiiOOtO^<OC>«OO.O'tJtOC.'.OM«b"O.OC^.O^.Ot-1'iOu.Ot5.«t-.t5^«.O1.-'<O 

Mr.  JASPER  HEY  WOOD. 

THIS  Author  was  Son  of"  Mr.  John  Heyvood. 
He  was  £rft  bred  at  Mtr  ton-College  in  Oxford* 
from  whence  he  remov'd  to  AU-  Sauls-College  in  the 
fame  Univerfity,-   which   he  left  for  St.  Omers  in 
France,  where  he  became  a  zealous  bisotted  lefuit  ; 

»  —  ^ 

and  was  the  firft  of  that  Seminary  lent  for  England. 
Doctor  Fuller  informs  us,  that  he  was  executed  in 
the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  but  in  Baker's  Chro- 
nicles mention  is  made,  that  he  was  one  of  the  Seven- 
ty Priefls  taken  in  the  Year  1585,  fent  beyond  Sea, 
when  fome  of  them  had  received  Sentence  of  Con- 
demnation. Whilft  he  was  at  Oxford,  he  tranilated 
Three  of  Seneca's  Tragedies. 

I.  HERCULES  FURENS.     This  is  an  Imitation 
of  a  Play  of  the  fame  Name  writ  by  Euripides. 

II.  T  R  o  A  s.     Farnaby  ftiles  this  a  Divine  Trage- 
dy, and  highly  commends  it;  Heinjim  alfo  praifes  it, 
and  prefers  it  to  the  T'roades  of  Euripides.     In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Second  A6c  of  this  Play,    the  Tran- 
ilator  has  added  a  whole  Scene,  where  he  introduces 
the  Spectre  of  Achilles  fifing  from  Hell,  to  require 
the  Sacrifice  of  Polyxena. 

III.  THYESTES;  a  Tragedy,  which  our  Author 
tranilated   at  All-Souls,    Oxford.      He  has  likewife 
added  a  Scene  to  this  Plav,  at  the  End  of  the  Fifth 

4      J 

Act,  wherein  fhyeftes  bewails  his  Mifery,  and  im- 
plores the  Vengeance  of  Heaven  on  Atrew, 

K  3  Afr. 
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THOMAS  H  E  Y  w  o  o  D.     . 

AN  After  and  a  Poet  that  liv'd  in  the  Reigns 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  James  I.  By 
his  own  Account,  he  was  the  molt  voluminous 
Dramatic!;  Writer  we  ever  had  in  England  ;  for 
in  tiu  Preface  to  one  of  his  Comedies,  he  affirms, 
that  he  either  had  an  entire  Hand,  or  a  very  great 
Share  in  the  Compofure  of  above  Two  Hundred 
Plays.  Tisfaid,  that  he  not  only  acted  himfelf  al- 
moft  every  Day,  but  alfo  wrote  each  Day  a  Sheet, 
a  good  part  whereof  was  difpatch'd  at  the  Tavern. 
And  Mr.  Lavgbain  gives  his  Plays  the  Title  of  Se- 
cond Rate  Performances  ;  tho'  the  Writers  of  the 
Age  wherein  he  liv'd  will  not  allow  it.  Mr.  Lang- 
bam  fets  up  for  a  Vindicator  of  this  Author,  at  the 
fame  time  he  condemns  the  famous  Mr.  Dry  den, 
which  is  no  Compliment  to  his  Judgment.  Out  of 
the  Two  Hundred  and  Twenty  Dramatick  Pieces 
this  Author  fays  he  has  been  concerned  in,  there  are 
bat  I  •  i  ve  and  Twenty  entire  Plays  remaining  ;  which 
are  as  follow. 

I.  ROBVRT  Earl  of  Huntingdon*  Downfall  ;  an  Hif- 
torical  Play,  i<5oj,  acted  by  the  Earl  of  Nottingham's 
Servants. 

II.  ROBERT  Earl  of  Huntingdon  s  Death,  or  R  o- 
r.  i  N   H  o  o  D   of  Merry  Sherwood  ;  with  the  T'ragedy  of 
Chafie  MATILDA,   1  60  1  .     The  Plots  of  thefe  two 
Plays    are  talon  from  Stow,  Speed  and  J3ake/s  Chro- 
nkles  in  the  Reign  of  HingRichardl 

III.  The  Golden  Age,  or  Tfhe  Lives  of  ]  u  P  i  T  E  R  and 
S  A  T  p     s  ;  an  HiHiorical  Play,  acted  at  the  Red  Bull, 

•Ten's   Majefly's  S-'rvants,    1611.     This 

Play 
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Play  the  Author  fliles  The  Eldefl  Brother  of  Three 
Ages.  For  the  Story  fee  Galtruckiutt  Poetical  /////, 
Rfjs's  Myflagogm  PoeticM  ;  Hottyoak,  Littleton,  and 
other  Dictionaries. 

IV.  The  Silver  Age,  1613,  including  the  Love  of 
Jufiter  to  Alcmena,  the  Birth  of  Heycnks,  and  the 
Rape  of  froferfme  concluded  with  the  Arraignment 
of  the  Moon.     See  Plautus,  Ovid's  Met  amor  ph.  lib.  3. 
and  other  Poetical  Hiftories. 

V.  The  B,-az,en  Age-,  an  Hiflorical    Play,    1613. 
This  Play  contains  the  Death  of  the  Centaur  Neffwt 
the  Tragedy  of  Mdeager,  and  of  Jafcn  and  Medea, 
the  Death  of  Hercules,  Vulcan  s  Net,  &c.     For  the 
Stories  fee  Quid's  Metamorph.  lib.  4,  7,  8,  9. 

VI.  A  Woman  kill'd  with  Kmduefs;  a  Comedy,,  acted 
by  the  Queen's  Servants  with  Applaufe,,  i<5i  7. 

VII.  If  you  know  not  me,  you  know  no  Body  ;  or  Tfa 
troubles  of  Queen  ELIZABETH,  in  Two  Parts,  1623* 
The  Plot  taken  from  Cambden,    Speed,    and   other 
Eiiglfo  Chronicles  in   the  Reign  of  Qiieen  Eliza- 
betb. 

VIII.  'fhe  Royal  King,  and  Loyal  Subjett  ;    a  Tra- 
gi-Comedy,  1627.     This  Play  was  acted  with  Ap~ 
plaufe.     It  feems  to  be  taken  from  Fletcher's  Loyal 
Subject. 

IX.  The  Fair  Maid  of  the   Weft,  or  A  Girl  worth 
Gold--,  a  Tragi-Comedy,  1(531.     This  Play  was  ac- 
ted before  the  King  and  Qceen. 

X.  The  Fair  Maid  of  the   Weft,    or  A  Girl  worth 
Gold.     Part  II.     Acted  likewife  before  the  King  and 
Queen,  11531.      Dedicated  to   Thomas  Hammond  ok 
Grays-Inn,  Efq;     Boththefe  Plays  met  with  a  gene- 
ral Approbation  in  thofe  Times. 

XL  The  Dutchefs  of  Suffolk  ;  an  Kiftorical  Piay, 
1631.  For  the  Plot  fee  Fox's  Maytyrology ,  and 
Clark's  Martyr Qlogvy  f.  521,  &c. 

K  4  XII.  The 
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XII.  The  Iron  Age-,  an  Hiftorical  Play.,  1632.' 
This  Play  contains  the  Rape  of  Helen,  the  Siege  of 
Troy,  the  Combat  between  Hector  and  A  jay:,  ffe&or 
and  Troths  {lain  by  Achilles,  Achilles  (lain  by  Paris, 
the  Contention  of  Ajax  and  Ulyffes  for  the  Armour  of 
Achilles,  the  Death  of  Ajax,  &c. 

X1IL  7fo  /,  on  Age.  Part  II.  1632.  Dedicated 
to  rfbomw  Manwariitg,  Efq;  In  this  Play  is  included 
the  Deaih  of  Penthefilea,  Paris,  Priam,  and  Hecuba, 
the  burning  of  Troy,  the  Deaths  of  Agamemnon,  Me- 
nelatu,  Clytemneflra,  Helena,  Oreftes,  /Egifthtu,  Pjlades, 
King  Diomed,  Pyrrhm,  Cethus,  Synon,  Therjites.  Thefe 
Plays  were  acted  with  Applaufe.  For  the  Plot  con- 
fult  Virgil,  Homer,  Lucian,  Ovid,  &c. 

XIV.  The  Englijh   Traveller,    a   Tragi-Comedy, 
a6ted  at  the  Cock-pit  in  Drury-lane,  1635.     Dedica- 
ted to  Sir  Henry  Apfleton.     Both  the  Plot  and  Lan- 
guage of  Lyonel  and  Reginald  are  taken  from  Plautus's 
Moftettaria. 

XV.  A  Maidenhead  well 'loft  ;  a  Comedy,  a<5ted  in 
'Drury-lane^   1634. 

XVI.  The  Four  London  Apprentices*  with  the  Cenqueft 
°f  jferufa/em  ;  an  Hiftorical  Play,  acled  by  the  Queen's 
Servants,  1635.     It   is  founded  on  the  Hiftory  of 
Godfrey  of    Eulloign-      See   Tajjo,  Fuller *s  Hiftory  of 
the  'Holy  War,  &c. 

XVII.  A  Challenge  for  Beauty  ;  a   Tragi- Comedy, 
aded  by  the  King's  Servants  in  the  Black-fryars, 
1636. 

XVIII.  The  Fair  Maid  of  the  Exchange,  with  the 
merry  Humours  of  the  Cripple  of  Fenckurch  ;    a  Come- 
dy,  16-57. 

XIX.  The  Wife  Wi-man  of  Hogfden ;    a  Comedy, 
a&ed  with  Applaufe,  1638. 

XX.  T/.e  Rape  of  L  u  c'R  E  c  E  ;  a  Roman  Tragedy, 
acted  at  the  Rtd-BuU,  1638.     Plot  from  Jit.  Livim, 
Dec.  i.e.  58. 

XXI.  Love's 
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XXI.  Love's  Miftnfi,  or  The  Queens  Matk ;  pre- 
fented  before  their  Ma  jetties  feveral  times,  1640. 
For  the  Plot  fee  Apuleim\  Gulden  Afs. 

XXII.  Fortune  by  Land  a^d  Sea  j  a  Comedy,  acted 
by  the  Queer/ s  Servants,  1655.     Mr.  Rowley  affified 
in  the  com;  ofing  ot  this  Play. 

XXIII.  The  Lancashire  Witches ;  a  Comedy,  afted 
at  the  Ghbe  by  the   King's  Servants.     Mr.  Brome 
join'd   with  Mr.  J-.     -ood  in   writing  this  Comedy. 
This  Story  is  related  by  the  Author  in  his  Hierarchy 
cf  Angels. 

XXIV.  ED WARI    IV.  an   HiPcorical  Play,    in 
Two  Parts.     For  the  Story  fee  Hoilingjhead,  Speed, 
Du  Chefue,  and  other  Chronicles. 

This  Author  publim'd  feveral  other  Pieces  in 
Verfe  and  Profe,  as  his  Hierarchy  of  Angels  above- 
mention'd,  7'he  Life  and  Troubles  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
General  Hiflory  of  Women^  An  Apology  for  Aftors, 


In  his  Preface  to  T'he  Fair  Maid  of  the  Wefl,  he 
pleads  Modefly  for  not  expofing  his  Plays  to  the 
pubhck  view  of  the  World,  in  a  large  Volume  un- 
der the  Title  of  Works,  as  others  had  done ;  which 
feem'd  to  be  a  tacit  Arraignment  of  fome  of  his 
Contemporaries  for  Oiientation,  particularly  Ben. 
yohnfaty  who,  Mr.  Langbain  fays,  was  the  only  Poet  in 
thofe  Days  that  gave  his  Plays  the  pompous  Title 
of  Works;  And  when  an  Intimate  of  Ben.  Johnfons 
was  ask'd  why  Bens  Plays  Ihould  be  call'd  Works; 
he  made  this  Anfwer, 

*fhe  Author's  Friendy  thm  for  the  Author  fays, 
Ben'j-  Plays  are  Works,  when  others  Works  are  Plays. 


The 
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The  ufual  Motto  which  this  Author  prefix'd  to 
mod  of  his  Works,  and  which  fhew'd  the  chief: 
Defign  of  his  Writing,  was  this  from  Horace  -, 

Aut  prodejfe  voluxt,  aut  dekttare  Pcetx.  ----- 


HENRY  HIGDEN, 

HIS  Author  was  a  Member  of  the  Society  of 
the  Middle  Temple,  and  a  Perfon  well  known  to 
all  the  converfable  part  of  the  Town,  he  being  a 
Gentleman  of  Wit,  and  a  very  pleafant  and  face- 
tious Companion.     He  writ  one  Play. 

'The  Wary  Widow,  or  Sir  N  o  I  s  Y  P  A  K  R  A  T  ;  a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  16^3.  ^e" 
dicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  of 
Dorfet  and  Mtddkjex,  This  Play  was  ufiier'd  into 
the  WTorld  with  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes,  and  had 
a  Prologue  writ  by  Sir  Charles  Sidley  ;  but  yet  it  did 
not  meet  with  the  Succefs  expe&ed  ;  the  Author 
having  contriv'd  to  make  fo  much  drinking  of  Punch 
in  the  Play,  that  the  Actors  got  drunk,  and  were 
unable  to  go  through  with  it,  the  Audience  was 
difmifs'd  at  the  Clofe  of  the  Third  Acl.  This  is  the 
reafon  of  his  Complaint  in  the  Preface  of  the  unge- 
nerous Ufage  the  Bear-Garden  Criticks  gave  it  with 
Cat-Calls. 


A 


.   BEVIL   HIGGONS. 

Gentleman    who    follow'd    the    Fortunes    of 
the  late  King  James  II.     He  is  ftill  living  in 

France, 
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,  and  as  I  am  told  by  a  Friend  of  his,  main- 
tains his  Wit  and  good  Humour  undeprefs'd  by  his 
Misfortunes.  He  has  writ  one  Play;  call'd, 

T'he  Generous  Conqueror ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal. 


,•*•„ 


Mr.  AARON  HILL. 

HTHIS  Gentleman,  if  I  mi/take  not,  attended 
the  Lord  Paget  Embaflador  to  Conftantinopk,  as 
his  Secretary,  where  he  wrote  a  Hiilory  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire.  He  is  Author  of  the  following 
Plays,  viz*. 

I.  E  L  F  R  E  D,  or  'the  Fair  Inconflant ;  a  Tragedy, 
acted  at  the  Theatre   Royal.     To  which  is  added 
a  Farce,  call'd  'the  Walking  Statue,  or  T/te  Devil  in 
the  Wine  Cellar. 

II.  'the  Fatal  l/ifion,  or   'the  Fall  of  Si  am  \  a  Tra- 
gedy, adted  at   the  Theatre  in   Lincolns~Inn-Field?> 
\\6.     Dedicated  to  Mr.  Dennis  and  Mr.  Gildon. 


-  BARTON  HOLIDAY. 

AN  Author  born  at  Oxford,  the  latter  end  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Reign  ;  and  who  flourifh'd  in 
the  Reigns  of  King  Charles  I.  and  II.  He  was  ear- 
ly enter  q  a  Student  of  Ch,ift-Church-Co!kge  ;  and  ha- 
ving taken  his  Degrees  of  Batchelor  and  Mafter  of 
Arts,  he  was  made  Archdeacon  of  Oxford/Lire.  He 
had  the  Chara&er  of  a  general  Scholar,  and  a  good 
Poet.  He  died  in  the  Year  itf<5i,foon  afcertheRel- 

toraticny 
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tor  at  ion,  at  Eify  etSLt  Oxford^  and  was  buried  in  Chrift- 

Church.    He  wrote  only  one  Dramatick  Piece  ,•  call'd, 

TEXNOI-AMIA,  or  1%e  Marriages  of  the  Arts ;  a 

Comedy,    aded  by   the  Students  of  Chrift-Cburch, 

1630.     This  Play  met  with  a  general  Approbation. 

Thus  Author,  beikfcs  this  Play,  prefented  the  World 

with   a    Tranflation  of  Juvenal  and  Perfim,    illuf- 

trated  with  Notes  and  Sculptures,  A  Verfion  of  the 

Odes  of  Horace,  two  Tracts  in  Latin,  &c. 


.  CHARLES  HOPKINS. 

'T1  HIS  Poet  was  Son  of  that  Reverend  and  Emi- 
nent Divine,  E^ekiel  Hopkins  Bifhop  of  London- 
derry, in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  but  carried  to  / >  eland  very  Young.  He 
had  his  Education  at  Dublin  College;  and  coming 
from  thence  over  to  England,  he  was  a  Student  at 
Cambridge.  When  the  Wars  broke  out  in  Ireland  he 
returned  to  that  Kmgdom,  and  exerted  his  early 
Valour  in  the  C-ufe  of  nis  Country,  Religion  and 
Liberty :  After  the  Wars  were  over,  he  came  again 
for  England,  and  fell  into  acquaintance  of  Gentle- 
men ot  the  beft  Wit,  whole  Age  and  Genius  were 
mod  agreeable  to  his  own.  The  Sweetnefs  of  his 
Numbers,  and  Eauncfs  of  his  Thoughts,  in  his  Po- 
etical Writ ii  gs  C|  articiJarly  his  Tranilations  out  of 
Oiid)  as  a  certain  Author  has  obferv'd,  fhew  that 
he  was  born  a  Poet.  He  writ  the  Three  following 
Piays. 

I.  P  Y  R  R  H  u  s  Kr*:g  of  Epirus ;  a  Tragedy,  acted 
at  the  Theatre  in  Little  Lincolns- Inn-Fields,  by  his 
Majefly's  Servants,  1695.  Dedicated  to  his  High- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  Ghucefter.  This  Play  had  not  the 

Sue- 
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Succefs  defir'd,  but  the  Author  was  very  Young 
when  he  writ  it.  See  the  Story  in  Livy,  Plutarch's 
Life  of  Pyrrhus,  Lucius  Florus9  &c. 

II.  BOADICEA,  Queen  of  Bntain  ;    a  Tragedy 
a&ed  at  the   Theatre   in    Lincoln*-  Inn-Field^  1697. 
Dedicated  in  Verfe  to  Mr.  Congreve.      This  Play  is 
writ  in  Heroick  Verfe  ;    and  was  afted  with  very 
great  Applaufe.     The  Author  has  fenfibly  touch'd 
the  Paflions  ;  and   Camillas   difcovering  her  Rape, 
making  the  Firfl  Scene  of  the  Fourth  Act,  is  matter- 
ly  performed.     The  Story  is  the  fame  wirh  Bonduca, 
fhe  being  fometimes  call'd  Boadicea,  and  fometimes 
Bonduca  ;    as   you  may   read    in    Tacitus'  s  Annals^ 
Second  Book  of  Milton's  H/flory  of  England,  Tyrrefs 
Hiftory  of  England,  &c. 

III.  Friendfhif  imprcifd,  or  'The  Female  Warrior  ;  a' 
Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal.     This  Play 
is  Dedicated  to  Edward  Cooke  of  Norfolk)  Efq;  and, 
as  I  remember,  has  a  very  humorous  Prologue,  the 
Subject  of  which  is  upon  the  Author's  commencing 
Merchant,  and  accumulating  Wealth,  if  a  Poet  can. 
It  concludes  with  thefe  two  Lines, 

My  bvighteft  Goods  are  laid  afide  CM  Lumber^ 
No  Money  left,  but  Lines  exceeding  Number. 


"x  y/  v"X  v"x  vrx  vwx  \"/x  w  \«/x   w/  wx  vvx  y"£  \»/x  \yx  y>y  \«"x  s"/x  \*/x  y*  >y>x  \wx  \w 
^^^^^^^^:^^^^ 

EDWARD  HOWARD,  Efq; 


HIS  Author  was  of  the  Noble  Family  of  the 
Earl  of  Berkshire.  He  writ  four  Plays  ,•  but  in 
all  of  them  fell  fhort  of  the  Succefs  he  expeded. 
They  are, 

I.  'The  Ufurfer  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  itftfS.     The  Character  of  Damocles,  in  this 

Play, 
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Play,  'tis  fuppos'd,  the  Author  defign'd  for  OLi-er 
Cromwet. 

II.  Six  Days  Adventure,  or  Ths  New  Utopia  ;  a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1671. 
This  Play  mifcarried  in  the  Reprefentaticn. 

III.  A  Woman  s  Conqueft  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted 
by   the  Duke   of  lores   Servants  in    Dorfet-Ga,  den, 
1*577.     This  is  the  beftof  Mr  'fftrpafd's  Dramatick 
Pieces. 

IV.  The  Man  of  New-market  ;    a  Comedy,,  acted 
at  the   Theatre  Royal,    1678.      This  Author   has 
fikewife  writ  two  Books   ot  Poems  in  OElfruo;  one 
call'd  T'he  Britijl  Princes  ;  and  the  other,    Poems  and 
E(f  ays,  with  a  Parafhrafe  en  Cicero's  Laliusy  or  7;-^  51 
of  fri 


Sir  R  o  B  E  R  T  HOWARD. 

SI  R  Rdsrt  Howard  was  Brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Berk/hire.  He  was  not  only  an  admirable  Poet, 
but  a  generous  Patron,  and  a  great  Encourager  of 
Learning.  His  Skill  in  Dramatick  Poetry  is  very 
confpicuous  in  The  Committee,  and  The  Indian  Ojieen, 
which  were  very  much  admir'd  by  the  beft  Judges. 
He  writ  Six  Plays,  the  wcril  of  which  had  better 
Snccefs  than  the  belt  Performance  of  Mr.  Edward 
Howard.  His  Plays  are  as  follow. 

I.  The  Committee  ;    a  Comedy,  1665,  a<5tcd  often- 
times with  Applaiife. 

II.  The   Indian  Qiice;i\    a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1665.     This  Play  is  writ  in  He- 
roick  Verfe,  and  was  acted   with  very  great  Ap- 
plaufe.     It  has  ilnce  been  converted   LO  an   Opera, 
and  been  represented  with  the  likeSuccefs. 

III.  The 
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III.  The  Surprizsil  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  a&ed  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1665. 

J  V.  The  Great  Favourite,  or  €fhe  Duke  of  Lerma  ; 
a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
i<568.  For  the  Plot  fee  Mariana,  Turquet  De 
May  em,  and  other  Hiftorians  of  thofe  Times. 

V.  The  Blind  Lady-,    a  Comedy,    1696.     This 
Play  is  bound  up  with  divers  other  Poems  of  the 
Author's. 

VI.  The  Veftal  Virgin,    or  T'he  Roman  Ladies  ;  a 
Tragedy,  a&ed  at  the  Theatre  Royal.     There  are 
two  Fifth  Acts  in  this  Play,  one  ending  tragically, 
and  the  other  fuccefsfully.     One  of  Sir  Robert's  Plays 
being  refleded  on  by  his  Contemporary  Poets,  he  has, 
in  his  Prologue  to  this  Play,  thefe  two  Lines, 

It  does  a  wretched  Dearth  of  Wit  betray, 
n  Things  of  Kind  on  one  another  frey. 


The  Committee  has  lately  been  forbid  to  be  acted, 
the  Audience  turning  fome  Scenes  of  it,  by  Party 
Interpretations^  to  Times  they  never  Were  intended 
to  reprefent, 


JAMES   Ho  w  A  R  D,  Efq; 

A  Gentleman  of  the  Noble  Family  of  the  Howards, 
who  writ  two  Comedies. 

I.  All  Miftaken,  or  The  Mad  Couple,  aded  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,   1672,     This  was  efleem'd  an  ex* 
cellent  Comedy. 

II.  The  Englijb  Mcnf.eur  ;  a  Comedy,   acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1^74.     This  Play  met  with  good 
Succefs, 


TAMES 
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JAMES    H  o  \v  E  L  L,  Efq> 

r|  *HIS  Gentleman  was  born  in  Caennarthenfiire, 
in  South  Wales,  in  the  Year  1594.  At  Sixteen 
Years  of  Age  he  removed  from  Hereford  School,  to 
*Jef u$-Coflege,  Oxford.  In  the  Year  i6iS,  he  was 
fent  beyond  Sea  by  Sir  Robert  Manjel ;  he  traveled 
the  Low  Countries,  France  and  Italy.  He  was  em- 
ploy'd  by  King  Ja?nes  in  a  Negotiation  at  the  Court 
of  Madrid',  and  was  Secretary  to  my  Lord  Scroop, 
Preiident  of  the  Council  in  the  North.  He  writ  and 
tranflated  near  Fifty  Books,  tho'  but  one  of  them  is 
in  a  Dramatick  Way,  which  is, 

The  Nuptials  of  PELEUS  and  THETIS  ;  a 
Mafque  and  Comedy,  aded  at  Paris,  1654,  by  the 
French  King,  the  Duke  of  York,  Duke  of  Anjou, 
Henrietta  Maria  the  Princeis  Royal,  the  Princeis  of 
Conti,  &c.  It  is  partly  a  Tranflation  from  an  Italian 
Comedy  j  and  is  Dedicated  to  the  Marchionefs  of 
Dorchefter.  The  Plot  is  taken  from  Ovid's  Meta- 
inorph.  lib.  li,  dec. 

Among  his  other  Works,  his  Dodonas  Grove, 
or  The  Vocal  Forefty  was  very  much  applauded.  He 
died  in  the  Year  i 666,  and  lies  buried  on  the  North 
iide  of  the  Temple  Church  -,  with  this  Infcription 
over  him : 

Jacobus  Ho  well,  Cambro-Britaxmis,  Regius  Hif- 
toriographm  in  Anglia  Primus  ',  qui,  pofl  i/anas  peregri-* 
Yiatimes,  tandem  natura  Curfum  peregit,  Satur  Annorum 
&  Fama  Domi,  forifyue  hue  vfyue  err  at  i  CM  >  hie  fixus, 
1666. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  JOHN  HUGHES. 

THIS    Gentleman  is  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
rmflion  for  JufticeS  of  the  Peace.     He .  has 
written  an  Opera;  call'd, 

CALYPSO  and  TELEMACHUS  ;    perform'd  at 
the  Queen's  Theatre  in  the  Hay-market. 

He  has  a  Tragedy  ready  for  the  Stage,  call'd 
*fhe  Siege  cf  Damascus. 


- 

I. 

•.    THOMAS    JEVON. 

AN  excellent  Comedian  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
Charles  and  King  James  II.     He  writ  a  Farce ; 
call'd, 

The  Devil  of  a  Wife,  or  A  Comical  Transformation; 
acted  at  the  Queen's  Theatre  in  Dorfet  Garden, 
1686.  It  is  taken  from  the  Story  of  Mcffa  in  Sir 
Pbilif  Sidney's  Arcadia. 


.. 


.    THOMAS    INGELAND. 

HP  HIS  Author  was  a  Student  at  the  Uriiverfity 

of  Cambridge,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

He  writ  one  Play  ,•  eall'd, 
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'The  D  if  obedient  Child,    a  merry  Interlude  ;  printed 
in  an  old  black  Letter  without  any  Date. 


BEN   JOHNSON. 

THIS  celebrated  Poet  was  born  in  the  City  of 
Weftminfter,  at  which  School  he  received  his 
firit  Rudiments  of  Learning  under  Mr.  Cambden. 
He  removed  from  thence  to  St.  Johns  College  in 
Cambridge,  and  afterwards  to  Chrift-Church-Collegey 
Oxford  ;  but  his  Circumftances  not  affording  an 
expenfive  Education,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the 
Univerfity,  and  follow  the  Trade  of  a  Bricklayer 
with  his  Father-in-Law;  tho'  fome  Authors  fay, 
that  he  firft  took  the  Degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts. 
He  aflifted  in  the  Building  of  Lincolns-Inn,  where  ha- 
ving a  Trowel  in  his  Hand,  and  a  Horace  in  his 
Pocket,  he  found  an  honourable  Mecxnat,  that  freed 
him  from  his  fervile  Employment.  Some  Perfons 
have  endeavoured  to  leflen  this  great  Man  on  ac- 
count of  his  Defcent  ;  but,  as  Mr.  Langbain  obfcrves, 
it  is  no  Diminution  to  him,  that  he  was  Son-in-Law 
to  a  Bricklayer,  and  work'd  at  that  Trade,  fince 
the  greateft  Poets  in  all  Ages  have  been  generally 
of  the  meaneii  Birth  and  Fortune  ;  witnefs,  Homer 
who  was  a  Beggar,  Euripides  an  Herb-gatherer, 
Plautus  a  Baker's  Servant,  Terence  a  Slave,  and  Virgil 
was  the  Son  of  a  Basket-maker.  He  was  of  an 
open  free  Temper,  a  jovial  and  pleafant  Compa- 
nion, blunt  and  haughty  to  his  Antagonifts,  and 
impatient  of  Cenfure.  His  natural  Genius  was 
much  improv'd  by  Study  and  Learning,  no  one 
making  greater  Advantages  of  his  Reading  than 
he,  which  is  plain  in  all  his  Works.  His  De- 
figns  were  great,  noble,  and  various  ;  and  as 

there 
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there  are  few  Men  of  Eminence  but  imitate  the 
Antients,  fo  Phiutus  chiefly  fecm'd  to  be  his  Model. 
He  was  Poet  Latireat  to  King  James  and  King 
Charles  I.  His  Dramatick  Pieces  are  Fifty  two 
in  Number,  but  his  Piays  make  not  above  Nine- 
teen, <uiz*. 

I.  Every  Man  in  bis  Humour  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  by 
the  Lord  Chamberlains  Servants,  1598.  Dedica- 
ted to  Mr.  Cambdtt.  This  Play  has  been  reviv'd 
and  a&ed  lince  the  Reiteration  with  Applaufe,  ha- 
ving a  new  Epilogue  fpoken  by  Ben  Jolwfons 
Ghoft,  written  by  the  Lord  Dorfet. 

IT.  Every  Man  am  of  his  Hitmcur  ;  a  Comedy, 
acted  by  the  Lord  Chamber  lain  s  Servants,  15  pp. 
This  Play  was  reviv'd  and  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  1675- 

III.  C  Y  N  T  H  i  AJ.r  Revels,  or  The  Fountain  of  Self- 
love  ;  a  Comedy,  a<fted  by  the  Children  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Chapel,  i<5oo.  In  the  Epilogue  to  this 
Play  are  thefe  Lines. 


from  cur  Author  I  was  bid  to  fay  y 
By  Jove  'tis  good>  and  if  you  II  li  Let  you  may. 

IV.  *fhe  Poetafler^  or  His  Arraignment  ;  a  Come- 
dy, acled  in  the  Year  1601.      This  is  a  Satire  upon 
the  Poets  cf  the  Age,  particularly  Mr.  Decker,  who 
is  lam'd    under  the   Title  of  Cr  iff  inns  :    And  Mr. 
Decker  •,  in  his  Satyromaflix9  has  this  in  his  Defence, 
Horace  (fays  he)  trail'  dins  PeetafterstoibeBar,  and 
the  Pcftfjfters  itntmjs'd  Horace.     This  Play  is  adorn'd 
with  feveral  Translations  from  the  Ancients.     See 
Ovid's  Eltg.  Lib.  i.  Eleg.  15.  Hwat.  Sat.  Lib.  i.  Stat. 
2.  Virgilu  JE'i,  Lib.  4,  &c. 

V.  S  B  j  A  N  u  s's  Full*   a  Tragedy,    acted  by  his 
MajHty's  Servants,  1603.     Dedicated  to  the  Lord 
A'i&gny.     This  Play  was  ufher'd  into  the  World 

L  2  with 
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with  Nine  Copies  of  Verfes,  and  was  a&ed  with 
general  Approbation.  For  the  Story,  fee  Tacitus, 
Suetonius,  Seneca,  &c. 

VI.  An  Entertainment  for  the  Queen  and  Prince, 
at  my  Lord  Spencers  at  Ahhrop,  1603.     This  was 
performed  upon  the  fir/1  coming  of  the  Queen  into 
England, 

VII.  J^olpone :  or  Tlie  Fox  ;   a  Comedy,  acted  by 
the  Kind's  Servants,  1605.    Dedicated  to  both  the 
Univerfities.     This  Play  was  ac~led  with  great  Ap- 
plaufe.     It  is  writ  in  imitation  of  the   Ancients, 
and   the   Argument   is   form'd   into  an  Acroftick, 
after  the  Manner  of  Plautus. 

VIII.  Qiieeris  Majques,  of  Beauty  and  of  Black- 
nefs  ;    perform'd  at  Court  on  Twelfth  Night,  and  at 
White- Hall  1 6^. 

IX.  An  Entertainment  of  the  King  of  England 
and  King  of:  Denmark  at  Theobalds,  1606. 

X.  E  P  i  c  cc  N  r,    or  7%e  Silent  Woman  ;    a  Come- 
dy,   aded  firft   by   the  Children   of  her  Majefty's 
Revels,    1609,      Dedicated   to  Sir   Francis  Stuart. 
This  is  accounted  one  of  the  bed  Comedies  we  have 
extant,  and  is  always  acted  with  univcrfal  Applaufe. 
Part  of  this  Piay  is  borrowed  from  Quid  de  Arte 
Amandi,  from  Juvenal,  &c. 

XL  Mafaue  of  Queens,  celebrated  from  the  Houfe 
of  Fame,  by  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
Ladies,  at  White  Hull,  1609.  This  Mafque  is  a- 
ilorn'd  with  learned  Notes  ;  and  the  Author  was 

.ifted  in  the  Invention  of  the  Scenes  and  Machine- 
ry by  Mr.  Inigo  Jones,  the  famous  Architect. 

XII.  The  Cafe  is  alter 'd;   a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
ELiik  Ft)' ays,  1609.     This  Play  is  partly  Lorrow'd 
from  Plautms  Comedies. 

XIII.  7%e  Alchymifl $    a  Comedy,    acted  by  his 
Majefty's  Servants,   1610.    Dedicated  to  the  Lady 

IJ/i'oth.     This  Play  was  acted  with  great  Ap- 

plaufe. 
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plaufe.     Mr.  Drjden  was  of  Opinion,  that  the  Cha- 
racter of  the  Alchymift  is  taken  from  Albuma^ar . 

XIV.  C  A  T  A  L  i  N  E'S  Cm/piracy  ;  a  Tragedy,  act- 
ed   by  the  King's   Servants,  1 61 1.    Dedicated   to 
William  Earl   of  Pembroke.     The   Plot  from  Saluft. 
Hi  ft.  Plutarch's  Life  of  Cicero,  &c. 

XV.  Bartholomew- Fair ;  a  Comedy,  a<5ted  by  the 
Lady  Elizabeth's   Servants,    1614.     Dedicated   to 
King  James  I.     This   PJay  was  acted  with  great 
Applaufe.     It  has  a  great  deal  of  Humour  in  it ;  but 
fome  of  it  is  low,  which  Ben.  intended  a.s  a  Banter 
upon  the  Town.,  for  not  encouraging  his  Cat  alive, 
(a  learned  Piece)    which  tho'  well  received,  had  not 
the  Succefs  he  expected. 

XVI.  An  Entertainment  in  private  of  the  King 
and  Queen,  on  May-Day,  at  Sir  William  Cornwa/tiSs 
Houfe  at  Highgate,  1614. 

XVII.  "The  Golden  Age  reftord',  a  Court  Mafque, 
161 J. 

XVIII.  T'he  Devil's  an  Afs;   a  Comedy,  acted  by 
his  Majefty's  Servants,  1616.     Part  of  this  Play  is 
taken  from  Boccace's  Novels. 

XIX.  A  Chriftmas  Mafque  ,•    prefented  at  Court, 
1616. 

XX.  Pleafure  reconciled  to  T/irtue  ,•    a  Mafque,  pre- 
fented at  Court  before  King  James,   1615?. 

XXI.  News  from  the  nevj  World,  difcLver'd  in  the 
Moon ;    a  Mafque,  likewife  pre-fe.uted  at  Court  be- 
fore K\ngjames9  1620. 

XXII.  The  Ale t amor phos'dGipJies;  a  Mafqi-e,  pre- 
fented before  the  King  at  Burleigb  on  the  Hill,  and 
Wmdfor-Caflle,  1621. 

XXIII.  Jme  vindicated  to  kitnfelf  and  bis  Honours  ,• 
a  Mafque,  162:;. 

XXI V.  PAN'S  Aimiverfary,  or  T'he  Shepherd's  Ho- 
liday >  a  Mafque,    prefented   before   the   King  and 
Court,  1625. 

L  3  XXV. 
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XXV.  The  Staple  of  News ;  a  Comedy,  afted  by 
his  Majwfly's  Servants,  1625.     The  Author  in  this 
Play  introduces  four  Perfons,   who  continue  during 
the  Representation^    and  Criticife  on  the  Perfor- 
mance. 

XX VI.  A  Mafque  of  Owls  at  Kenelwortb  ;    per- 
form'd   by  the  Ghoft  of  Captain  Co*,  mounted  on 
his  Hobby-Horfe.  1626. 

,  t 

XX  VII.  The  Fortunate  Ifles ;  a  Court  Mafque, 1 62 6. 

XX VIII.  Th2  New  Inn,  or  The  Light  Hearty    a 
Comedy,   1629.     This  Play  the  Author  fays  was 
never  afted,   but  mofl  negligently    play'd  by  the 
King's  Servants,  and  more  fqueamifhly  beheld  and 
cenfur'd  by  the  Audience. 

XXIX.  Lwes  Triumph  thro3  Callifdis  ;  a  Mafque, 
performed  at  Court  by  King  Charlesl.  with  his  Lords 
and  Gentlemen,  1630. 

XXX.  C  L  o  R  i  D  i  A,  or  Rites  to  Chris ;  a  Mafque, 
prefcntcd  by  the  Queen  and  her  Ladies  at  Court, 


1630. 


XXXI.  The  King's  Entertainment  at  Wetteck  in 
Nottingham/bite,  the  Seat  of  the  then  Earl  of  New* 
caftle,  on  his  Ma  jelly's  going  into  Scotland,  1633. 

XXXII.  Love's  Welcome;    an  Entertainment  for 
the  King  and  Queen  at  the  Earl  of  Newaftte'sHoufe 
at  Bo /f over y  1534. 

XXXIII.  The  Magnetick  Lady,  or  Humcurs  recon-* 
cifd:   a  Comedy,  acted  in  the  Black- Fry ars.     This 
was  c.fteem'd  an  excellent  Play, 

XXXIV.  M  o  R  T  i  M  E  R'S  Fall;  a  Tragedy.  This 
Play  was  left  impeifcct  -by  the  Author. 

XXXV.  T?he  Widow ;    a  Comedy,  afted  by  his 
Majefty's  Servants  in   the  Black-Fsyars  with  great 
Applaufc.     Mr.Fktcher  and  Mr.  Middleton  aflifted  in 
the  Compofition  ct  this  Play. 

XX  X  /I.  Entertainment  at  King  James  the  FiriVs 
Coror.a1 

XXXVIL 
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XXXVII.  Entertainment   of   King  James  and 
Queen  Anne  at  Theobalds. 

XXXVIII.  A  Challenge  at  Tilt  at  a  Marriage  j  a 
Mafque. 

XXXIX*  Love  freed  from  Ignorance  and  Folly  •  a 
Mafque. 

XL.  Love  re/tor 3d ;  a  Mafque,  prefented  at  Court 
by  Gentlemen  belonging  to  the  King. 

XLI.  N  E  P  T  u  N  E'S  Triwnfh  for  the  Return  of  Al- 
bion ;  a  Mafque. 

XLII.  A  Tale  of  a  Tul\  a  Comedy. 

XLIIL  The  Sad  Shepherd,  or  A  Tale  of  ROBIN 
HOOD;  a  Dramatick-Pafioral  .of  Three  Acts. 

XLI  V.  The  Vifion  of  Delight  ->  a  Mafque,  prefent- 
ed at  Court. 

XLV.  MERCURY  vindicated  from  the  Alchjmifls 
at  Court ;  a  Mafque. 

XL  VI.  The  Irijh  Mafque  at  Court ;  prefented  by 
Gentlemen,  the  King's  Servants. 

XL VII.  A  Mafque  of  Augurs,  prefented  with 
feveral  Anti-Mafques. 

XLVIIL  HYMEN^EI,  or  The  Solemnities  of  a 
Mafque  and  Barriers  at  a  Marriage',  with  learned 
Marginal  Notes. 

XLIX.  A  Mafque  at  the  Lord  Haddingtons  Mar- 
riage ;  prefented  at  Court. 

L.  A  Mafque  at  the  Lord  If  aye's  Houfe  ,-  prefen- 
ted by  feveral  Noblemen,  for  the  Entertainment  of 
Monfieur  Le  Baron  de  Tour,  Embailador  from  the 
French  King. 

LI.  O  B  E  R  o  N  the  Fairy  Prince  ;  a  Mafque  of 
Prince  Henry's. 

LII.  Speeches  at  Prince  H  E  N  R  vV  Barrier*.  I  know 
not  when  thefe  Twenty  Dramatick  Pieces,  laft 
mention'd,  were  adcd,  but  they  were  printed  with 
the  reft  in  Two  Volumes  Fotio,  1640  and  1691  ; 
and  his  whole  Works  arc  lately  reprinted  in  Sk 
Volumes  Otlavo.  £4  A 
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A  noted  Writer  of  the  Age  wherein  this  incoinr 
parable  Poet  liv'd,  wrote  this  Epigram  on  his  Plays 
in  general. 


Each  like  an  Indian  Ship  or  HuH 
'That  took  a  Voyage  for  fome  certain  Tears, 
7^  flow  the  Seay  and  furrow  up  the  Main, 
And  b  -ought  rich  Ingots  from  his  loaden  Brain  : 
His  Art  the  Sun  ,*  bis  Labours  were  the  Lines 
e  folid  H^ty  the  Treafure  fully  fanes. 


To  fhew  that  Ben  was  famous  at  Epigram,  I 
need  only  tranfcribe  the  Epitaph  he  wrote  on  the 
Lady  Elizabeth  L.  H. 

Underneath  this  Stone  doth   lye 
A$  much   VIRTUE  as  could  die; 
Ullrich,  when  alive,  did  Harbour  give 
To  as  much  BEAUTY  as  could  live. 


fie  died  Anno  i6jj,  in  the  Sixty  Third  Year  of  his 
Age,  and  was  buried  in  We  flminfler-  Abbey,  on  the 
Weft  Side  near  the  Belfry,  with  only  this  Memo- 
rial, 

O  RARE  BEN.  JOHNSON. 

One  of  his  Admirers  wrote  the  following  Infcrip- 
tion,  defign'd  for  his  Monument  : 

Hie  Johnforius  ncfler  Lyricorum,  Dramaticorumq; 
Corypboew,  quiPauade  auffiie  laurum  aGrxcia  ipfaq; 
Roma  raputt,  C7  faufto  online  in  Britanniam  tranftulit 
noftram,  nimc  invidia  major,  fato,  nee  taimn  amulis 
eejfit.  Ann.  Dom.  1637. 


Mr.  CHARLES 


Englifh  DRAMATICK  POETS.     1.53 


CHARLES  JOHNSON. 

AN  Author  now  living,  who  has  publifh'd  the 
following  Plays: 

I.  Fortune  in  her  Wits;  a  Comedy,  1705.     This  is 
but  an  indifferent  Tranflation  of  Mr.  Cowleys  Nau- 

fcagium  J  ecu/are  j   and  was  never  prefented  on  the 
Stage. 

II.  The  Wife's  Relief ",  or  The  Husband's  Cure;  a 
Comedy,  aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal.     This  Play 
is  chiefly  taken  from  Shirley's  Gamefler- 

III.  The  Force  of  Friendship ;    a  Tragedy,  with  a 
Farce,  'call'd  Love  in  a  Cheft,  a&ed  at  the  Queen's 
Theatrp  in  the  Haymarket,  1710.     Dedicated  to  the 
Diitchcfs  of  Shrewsbury. 

IV.  7'he  generous  Husbandj  or  Coffee- Hoiife  Politician  ; 
a  Comedy.    Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Afhburnham. 

V.  'The  Country  Lqfles,  or  "The  Ciiftom  of  the  Manor', 
a  Comedy.     Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Clare.     This 
is  chiefly  taken  from  Fletcher's  Cuftom  of  the  Country. 

VI.  The  Succefiful  Pirate  ;  a  Comedy,  taken  from 
an  old  Play  call'd  Arviragm. 

VII.  Love  and  Liberty ;  a  Tragedy. 

VIII.  TJxFtftim;    a  Tragedy,  1715.  Dedicated 
to  the  Dutchefs  of  Marlborough.     It  is  taken  for  the 
moil  Part  from  Racine's  Iphigenia. 

IX.  The  Suhanefs  ;   a  Tragedy,  1717.     This  is 
little   more   than   a  bare    Tranilation   of  Racine's 
Pajaz,et. 

X.  The  Ccbler  of  Preflon ;    a  Farce  of  Two  A&s, 
taken  from  Shakeff ear's  Tinker  of  Burton  Heath  in  the 

of  a  Shre'u, 

Thcf; 
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Thefe  Seven  laft  were  all  a&ed  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  in  Dmry-lane. 


-  JOHN  JONES. 

THIS    Author   liv'd   in  the  Reign  of   King 
Charles  I.  and  writ  one  Play  call'd, 
AI>RASTA,    or  "The  Woman  s  Spleen  and  Love's 
Conqueft;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  1635.  never  acted.    Part 
of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Boccace's  Novels. 


«/x  .  v"i  x-v,  s-«  N^X  wr  v"/  y"x  *>v  vw  v"x  \«//  >y/x  \«v  s^ 

5^^ 


jl/fr.  THOMAS   JORDAN. 

AP  L  A  Y  E  R,  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.     He  writ  Three  Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  The  Walks  of  Iflington  and  Hogfdon,  with  the  Hit- 
mours  of  Wood-flreet  Comfter  ;  a  Comedy,  1657.    De- 
dicated to  Richard  Cheyney,  Efq;     This  Play  was 
aded  Nineteen  Days  together  with  great  Applaufe. 

II.  Money's  an  Afs  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  with   Ap- 
plaufe, 1668. 

III.  Fancies  Feftivals  ;    a  Mafque.     In  this  Play 
are  the  following  Lines  fpoken  by  a  Soldier  : 

Our  God  and  Soldier  we  alike  adore, 
Jutf  at  the  brink  of  Ruin,  not  before  ; 
'The  Danger  fafl^  both  are  alike  requited, 
God  is  forgotten,  and  the  Soldier  flighted. 


Mr. 
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.  WILLIAM  J  o  Y  N  E  R. 

THIS  Gentleman  was  born  in  OxfvrdJjire,  it\ 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  and  educated 
at  Magdalen-College  y  whereof  he  was  a  Fellow,  Jtiii 
he  changed  his  Religion,  when  he  voluntarily  re- 
fign'd.  In  the  Reign  of  King  James  II.  he  was  re- 
plac'd  in  the  fame  College  on  new  Modelling  of  the 
Univerfity  by  the  Eccleiiallical  Commiflioners  ;  but 
on  an  Apprehenfion  of  the  Revolution,  he  and  the  refl 
of  the  Fellows  were  foon  after  removed.  When  he 
withdrew  from  Oxford,  he  wrote  a  Tragedy  call'd, 

'fhe  Roman  Emprefs  ;  a6ted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
1671.  Dedicated  to  Sir  Charles  Sidley.  This  Play 
was  acted  with  Applaufe.  The  Author  has  imita- 
ted OEdiftu  and  Hippolitw  ;  and  Mr.  Langlam  fup- 
pofes  this  to  be  the  Story  of  Cmftantme  and  his 
Wife  and  Son,  under  the  Names  of  Valentin^  Crif- 
and  Fauftina.  For  the  Plot  fee  Zo^omens  H/flory. 


K. 

.  HENRY  K  i  L  L  E  G  R  E  w. 

AP  E  R  S  O  N  of  eminent  Wit  in  the  Rei^n 
of  King  Charles  I.  who,  at  the  Age  of  Seven- 
teen, writ  the  following  Play. 

The  Ccnf piracy :    a   Tragedy,  a<5red  at  the  Bhick- 
with  App'aufc,    1658,     Benjobnfon  and  ray 

Lord 
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Lord  Falkland  commended  this  Play,  which  created 
the  Author  fome  Envy.  The  firft  Impreflion  was 
furreptitioully  printed,  without  his  Confer*  t,  whilft 
he  was  beyond  Sea;  fo  that,  on  his  Return,  he 
oblig'd  the  World  with  a  new  Edition,  under  the 
Title  or'  P  A  L  L  A  N  T  u  s  and  ETTDORA, 


THOMAS  KILLEGREW,  Efq; 

^  I  1  HIS  Gentleman  was  Page  of  Honour  to 
King  Charles  I.  and  Groom  of  the  Bed- 
Chamber  to  King  Charles  II.  He  was  a  Perfon  cele- 
brated for  Wit,  and  attended  the  King  in  his  Exile, 
during  which  Time  he  made  the  Tour  of  France, 
Italy  and  Spain.  In  the  Year  1651,  he  was  fen  t  Re- 
fid  en  t  to  the  State  of  Venice.  He  writ  Eleven  Plays, 
Nine  whereof  were  composed  in  his  Travels  ;  they 
are  printed  in  One  Volume  Fol.  1664.  (viz,.) 

I.  The  Parfins  Wedding  ;  a  Comedy,  writ  at  Eafil 
in  Switzerland,  Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Barton.    This 
Play  was  rcviv'd  at  the  Theatre  in  Little  Lincoln  's-  Inn- 
Fields,  and  acted  all  by  Women.    It  appear'd  on  the 
Stage  with  great  Approbation.     The  chief  Incidents 
in  this  Play  are  to  be  found  in  Two  old  Plays,  viz,. 
Antiquary,  Ram-AQeyy  &c. 

II.  BELLAMIRA  her  Dream,  or  Love  of  Shadows  ; 
a  Tragi-Comedy,    Dedicated  to  the  Dutchefs  cf 
Richmond  and  Lenox. 

III.  B  E  L  L  A  M  i  R  A  her  Dream,  Part  II.  written  at 
Venice  ;  Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Anne  Villers  Countefs 
or"  Eflex. 

IV.  C  i  c  1  1.  1  A  find  CLORINDA,  or  Love  in  Arms  ; 
a  Tragi-Comedy,  written  at  'fur  in  ;    Dedicated  to 
the  Cour.tvfs  of  Me;  ton. 
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V.  C  i  c  i  L  i  A  and  C  L  o  R  i  N  n  A,  Part  II.  written 
at  Florence  the  Year  1651.     Dedicated  to  the  Lady 
Dorothy  Sidney,  Countefs  of  SwtderloftA     The  Cha- 
racters of  Amadeoy  Ducim  and  Manlim,  feem  Copies 
of  Aglatidas,  Anabes  and  j&gabifes  in  Grand  Cyrtu, 
Part  L  Lib.  3. 

VI.  CLARACILLA;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  written 
at  Rome,  and  Dedicated  to  the  Author's  Sifter,  the 
Lady  Shannon. 

VII.  T'he  Prifoners  ;  a  Comedy,  written  in  London. 
Dedicated  to  his  Niece  the  Lady  Comfton.    Mr.  Cart- 
•wright  writ  fome  commendatory  Lines  on  this  Play 
and  Claradlla. 

VIII.  T'he  Primeff,  or  L&w  atfirft  Sight,  a  Tragi- 
Comedy,  written  at  Naples.    Dedicated  to  the  La- 
tly  Lovelace. 

IX.  T'he  Pilgrim  ;  a  Tragedy,  writ  at  Paris.    D$- 
dicated  to  the  Countefs  of  Caernarvon. 

X.  T  H  o  M  A  s  o,  or  T*he  Wanderer  ;    a  Comedy. 
Part  of  this  Pi  ay  is  borrowed  from  Fletcher**  Captain 
and  Ben  Jchnfons  Fox. 

XI.  T  H  o  M  A  s  o,  or  T'he  Wanderer  -,  Part  II.  Both 
thefe  Plays  were  afted  with  Applaufe. 


Sir  WILLIAM  K  i  L  L  E  G  R  E  \v. 


VI  c  E-C  H  A  M  B  E  R  L  A  i  N  to 
ager  ,  was  Author  of  Five  Plays,  which  were 
all  acted  with  Applaufe,  viz,. 

I.  P  A  N  D  o  R  A,  or  T'he  Converts  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy. 

II.  O  R  M  A  s  D  r.  s  ,•  a  Tragi-Comedy. 

III.  S  E  L  i  N  D  R  A  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy, 

IV.  T'he  Siege  of  U.-bin  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy. 

V.  T'he  Imperial  T'ragedy.     The  chief  Part  of  this 
Play  is  taken  from  a  Latin  one.    For  the  Plot,  fee 

Marcel- 
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MiircdliYiw,  CaffiodoYMy  Evagriw,  &c.  of  Zeno  the 
Twelfth  Emperor  from  CoxftaHtine.  All  thefe  Plays 
are  printed  in  one  Volume  Fol.  1666. 


Mr-   JOHN    KIRK. 

AN  Author  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  aixi  writ  one  Play  call  cl, 
"The  Seven  Champions  of  Chvifiendom  ;    aded  at  the 
Cockpit  with  general  Approbation,   1638.  Dedicated 
to  Mr.  John  Wirite.     The  Plot  of  this  Play  is  taken 
from  the  Hiftory  of  the  lame  Name,  and  Heylyns 
Hift.  of  St.  George. 

BBXteKXffi^ 

Mr.  RALPH  K  N  E  v  E  T. 


N'ifo/k  Gentleman,  who,  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Chark*  I.  writ  one  Diamatick  Piece,  call'd, 
R  H  o  D  o  N  ai:d  IRIS;  a  Pailoral,  1  63  1  .  Dedica- 
ted to  Nicholas  Bacon,  Efq; 


Mr.  T  n  o  M  A  s    K  Y  D. 

HIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
E!:^ak'th,  and  publifh'd  one  Play,  called, 
P  o  M  P  E  Y  t/j?  Gre.it  ;  his  fair  Cornelias  Tragedy, 
1595.  Dedicated  to  the  Countefs  of  Suffex.     This 
is  only  a  Tranflation  from  the  F^nch  of  the  famous 
Gar/tier. 

L.  Mr. 
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L. 

Mr.  JOHN    LACY. 

AF  A  M  O  U  S  Comedian  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  II.  He  was  born  near  Donca- 
fler  in  Torkjl)ire>  originally  a  Dancing-Matter ;  but 
was  afterwards  a  Lieutenant  and  Quarter-Mafter  in 
the  Army,  under  Colonel  Gerrard.  He  was  well 
fhap'd,  of  a  good  Stature  and  juft  Proportion,  which 
arc  great  Advantages  to  an  Ador.  King  Charles 
fo  much  efteem'd  him  for  his  admirable  playing, 
that  he  had  his  Picture  drawn  in  three  feveral  Re- 
prefentations,  (viz,.)  as  league  in  the  Committee,  Scru- 
ple in  the  Cheats,  and  Gallyard  in  the  Varieties.  He 
was  not  only  an  excellent  Player,  but  a  good  Judge 
of  Plays.  He  wrote  Three  Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  "The  Dumb  Lady,  or  "The  Farrier  made  Phyfician  ; 
a  Comedy,  1672.  Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  South- 
ampton.    The  Plot,  and  great  part  of  the  Language 
of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Moliere's  h  Medecin  Malgre 
Luy. 

II.  The  Old  7^-oopj  or  Monfieur  Ragou ;  a  Comedy, 
1672. 

III.  Satiny  the  Scot,  or  The  Teaming  of  a  Shrew ;  al- 
ter'd  from  Shakefpear,  and  aded  with  great  Applaufe 
at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-Lane. 

IV.  Sir  II  E  R  c  u  L  E  s  B  u  F  F  o  o  N,  or  T'he  Poetical 
Squire  ;   a  Comedy,    acted  at  the  Duke  of  Tork's 
Theatre.      This  Play  was  publifh'd  in  the  Year 
1684,  Three  Years  after  the  Author's  Death. 


J 
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71/fr.   JOHN    L  E  A  N  A  R  D. 

MR.  Langbain  tells  us,  that  this  was  a  Plagiary 
of  extraordinary  AfTurance,   who  by  other 
Mens  Writings  aflum'd   the  Title  of  an  Author. 
There  are  two  Plays  publifh'd  under  his  Name,  (viz,.) 

I.  Country  Innocence,    or  The  Chamber-Maid  turnd 
Quaker  ;    a  Comedy,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
1(577.  Dedicated  to  Sir  Francis  Hinchman.     This  is 
little  more  than  Mr.  Brewer's  Country  Girl  reprinted, 
with  a  new  Title. 

II.  The  Rambling  Juftice^  or  The  Jealow  Husband; 
a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1680.   The 
greateft  part  of  this  Play  is  taken  from  a  Comedy, 
writ  by  Mr.  Middleton,  call'd,  More  Dijfstnblers  bejtdes 
Women. 


.  NATHANIEL    LEE. 

A  N  eminent  Poet,  the  Son  of  a  Clergy-Man,  was 
'**•  educated  at  Weftminficr  School  under  Dr.  Busby  ^ 
from  whence  he  went  to  Trinity-College  in  theUniverfity 
of  Cambridge.  He  writ  Eleven  Plays,  and  has  fhewn 
a  Mafler-piece  in  Lucius  JUNIUS  BRUTUS, 
which  fcarce  any  of  his  Contemporaries  equalled, 
and  none  has  excelled.  In  his  M  i  T  H  R  i  D  A  T  E  s 
and  THEODOSIUS,  the  Love  Scenes  are  extreme- 
ly moving.  His  Plays  are  as  follow,  viz,. 

I.  NERO  Emperor  of  Rome  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1675-  Dedicated^to  the  Earl  of 
Rochtfler.  This  Play  is  writ  in  a  mixt  Stile,  Profe, 
Rhime  and  Blank  Verfe.  For  the  Plot  confult 

Nert* 
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Nero's   Life    in    Suetonim ,    Aurelim  Viclor, 


II.  SOPHONISBA,    orHAKiBA  lA  G  icrtbroiu  ; 
a  Tragedy,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1676.  De- 
dicated to  the  Dutchefs  of  Portfmotttk*     Plot   from 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  Hi  ft.  of  the  World,  Livy,  Flows  > 
Appian,  Diodorm,  Polybim,  Juftin^  &c. 

III.  G  L  o  R  i  A  N  A,    the   Conn   of  AUGUSTUS 
C  &  s  A  R  ;  a  Tragedy,  a6ted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
1675.     Dedicated  likewife  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Portf- 
mouth.     The  Story  you  may  find  in  Cleopatra,  Part  I. 
Book  3.  Part  V.  Book  3,  &c.  under  the  Characters 
of  Cffifarto,  Marcellm  and  Julia. 

IV-  The  Rival  Queens,  or  "The  Death  of  ALE  x- 
A  N  D  E  R  the  Great ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Thea- 
tre Royal,  1677.  Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Mul* 
grave.  This  Play  was  acted  with  very  great  Ap- 
plaufe,  and  was  allowed  by  Mr.  Dryden,  in  a  Copy 
gf  Verfes  prefixed  to  it,  to  be  a  Mafler-piece.  The 
Plot  is  taken  from  Quint.  Curtiw,  Plutanh3*  Life  of 
Alexander  the  Great,  Juftin,  Jofsphw,  &c. 

V.  MITHRIDATES  King  of  Pontus ;   a  Trage- 
dy, a6ted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1678.     Dedicated 
to  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  and  Middkfex,     This  Play  was 
acted  with  general  Approbation  :   It  is  founded  on 
Hiftory,  as  Appian   of  Alexand.  Roman  Hifl.  Florn*9 
Veil.  Pater culus,  and  Plutarch  in  the  Lives  of  Scyii'a,  Lu- 
cu  Hits,  Pompey,  &c. 

VI.  THEODOSIUS,  or  T'he  Force  of  Love ;    a 
Tragedy,  aded  at  the  Duke  of  Turk's  Theatre,itf8o, 
with  great  Applaufe.     Dedicated  to  the  Dutchefs 
of  Richmond.     The  Plot  is  taken  from  P haramond  a 
Romance,  Eufcl,  Htfl.  Eickjuiflica,  Varemm,  Martian 
and  TtieoitopHs. 

VII.  CAESAR  BORGIA;    a  Tragedy,  aded  at 
the  Duke  of  Turk's  Theatre,  1680.     Dedicated  to 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,     See  Gukciardine,  lib.  5,  6.  Ma- 

M  riana. 
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.,     /,/'.    27,    28.    Sir  Paul  Ricaut's   Lives   of  the 
pt)fi>\    in  the  Reign  of  Alexander  VI. 

Y  III.  Lucius  JUNIUS  BRUTUS,  Father  of  his 
Country ;  a  Tragedy,  aded  at  the  Duke's  Theatre, 
jf?Si,  with  great  Applaufe.  Dedicated  to  the  Earl 
of  L  and  Mddkfex.  For  the  Story  fee  Jmius 
Rriitia;,  in  Chlia,  a  Romance,  Part  II.  Book  i.  and 
Part  III.  Book  i.  And  for  the  original  Hiftory, 
confult  Florus,  Livy,  Diomjius,  Halite  arnajf.  Eutropius, 
Orojiufy  &c. 

IX.  CONSTANTINE   the   Great ;    a   Tragedy, 
adtcd  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1684.     The  Plot^from 
Eufeb.  de  Vita  Conftantin.  Socrates,  Zonaras,  Entrofiusy 
BarGKJus,  Ammianus  Marcellinus^  &c. 

X.  The  Princefs  of  Ckve ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  a&ed 
at  the  Queen's  Theatre  in  Dorfet-Garden,  168^.  De- 
dicated to  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  and  Middlesex.     This 
Play  is  founded  on  a  Romance  of  the  fame  Title. 

XI.  The  Maffacre  of  Paris ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1690.     For  the  Story  fee  efbu- 
anus,  Pierre,  Mathieu,  Davila,  Mez,ayay,   dec.   in  the 
Reign  of  Charles  IX. 

Mr.  Lee  like  wife  join'd  with  Mr.  Dry  den  in  two  of 
his  Plays,  viz,.  'The  Duke  ofGuife,  and  OE  D  i  p  u  s. 

This  unfortunate  Gentleman  was  under  Confine- 
ment fome  Years  in  Bedlam ;  but  at  length  obtain- 
ing his  Liberty,  died  in  the  Street  in  one  of  his 
Night-Rambles  :  And  as  Mr.  Langbain  obferves,  his 
Lunacy  exceeded  that  of  the  Divine  Fury,  men- 
tion'd  by  Ovid,  and  which  oftentimes  accompanies 
the  bed  Poets  : 

Eft  Dens  in  nobis,    agitante  calefcimus  iffo. 

The  following  Defcription  of  Madnefs  in  his  C  ^E- 
s  A  K  BORGIA  is  inimitable3 
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To  my  charm  ti  Ears  no  more  of  Woman  te.?j 
Name  not  a  Woman,  aud  Ijball  be  well: 
Like  a  poor  Luttatick,  that  makes  Us  Afvtuz, 
And  for  a  while  beguiles  his  Lookers  on  ; 
He  Reajons  well,  his  Eyes  their  Wildnefs  l<>fey 
He  vows  the  Keepers  his  wrong  d  Senfe  abufe  : 
But  if  you  hit  the  Caufe  that  hurt  his  Brain, 
'Then  his  \Teetb  gnajby  he  foams,  he  foakes  his  Chain, 
His  Eye-Balls  rowly  and  he  is  Mad  again. 


JOHN    L  Y  L  Y,  M.  A. 

A  P  O  E  T  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth. He  was  born  in  Kenty  and  had  his 
Education  at  St.  Mary  Magdalen-College,  Oxford,  where 
in  the  Year  1575  he  took  his  Degree  of  Mailer  of 
Arts.  He  was  one  of  the  firft  Authors  that  at- 
tempted to  refine  the  English  Language  ;  and  writ 
the  following  Piays. 

L  'The  Maid's  Metainorphofis ;  a  Comedy,  aded  by 
the  Children  of  St.  Paul's.,  1600. 

II.  Love's  Metamorfhofis  ,    a   Dramatick-Pafloral, 
acted  by  her  Ma jedy^s  Children  of  the  Chapel,  1 60 1. 

III.  ENDIMION;    a  Comedy,  adted  before  the 
Qiieen  by  the  Children  of  St.  Paul's.     Endiwions  be- 
ing belovM  by  the  Moon,  may  be  met  with  in  Lu- 
cians   Dialogue  between  Venus  and  the  Moon,  Natales 
Comes  y  and  Gahruchius's  Hi  ft.  of  the  Heathen  Gods. 

IV.  GALATHEA;    a  Comedy,  acted  before  the 
Queen  at  Greenwich  on  New- Year's- Day.     The  Cha- 
racters  of  Gulathea  and  PbiEidia  are  taken  from  If  his 
and  lamhe  in  Ovid's  Meta?norphojl^  lib.  9.  dec. 

V.  ALEXANDER  and  CAMPASPE;  a  Tragi- 
Cgmedy,  prcfented  before  the  Qiieen,  and  after- 

M  2  wards 
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wards  a&ed  in  Black-Fry  ars.     Plot  from  Pliny's  Na- 
tural Hi  ft.  lib.  35.  cap.  10. 

VI.  M  Y  D  A  s  >  a  Comedy,  likewife  play'd  before 
the  Queen.     Afuleius  has  writ  this  Story  at  large  in 
his  Aii.eus  Afimis.     See  alfo  Natales  Comes,    Galtru- 
chius's  Hi  ft.  of  the  Heathen  Gods,  and  Ovid's  Meta- 
morfh.  lib.  1  1  . 

VII.  SAPPHO  and  P  H  A  o  N  ;   a  Comedy,  act- 
ed before  the  Queen,  and  afterwards  in  'the  Black- 
Fryars.     Plot  from  Ovid's  Efift. 

VIII.  Mother  B  o  M  B  i  E  ;  a  pleafant  Comedy,  aded 
by  the  Children  of  St.  Paul's.     Thefe  Six  Plays,  laft 
mentioned,  are  publifli'd  together  by  one  Mr.  Bhunt, 
(an  Author  in  thofe  Days)  in  the  Year  1632. 

IX.  T'he  Woman  in  the  Moon',  a  Comedy,  i66-j. 
Mr.  Lyly  like\vife  writ  a  Novel  call'd,  E  u  P  H  u  E  s 

and  his  England,  which  was  in  his  Time  very  much 
efteem'd,  and  has  been  lately  reprinted. 


Mr.  THOMAS  L  o  D  G  E. 

\ 

THIS  Author  was  a  Doctor  of  Phyfick  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  bred  at  Cambridge, 
and  during  his  Residence  there,  he  writ  feveral  Pieces 
of  Poetry,  amongll  which  are  Two  Plays. 

I.  T'he   Wounds  of  Civil  War,  or  T'he  Tragedies  of 
M  A  R  i  u  s   and  S  c  Y  L  L  A,    1  594.      For   the    Plot 
confiilt  Plutarch  in  Vit.  Mar.  &  SilL    See  alfo  Aure- 
liiis  I  ricloY,  Eiitropius,  Veil.  Pater  culus,  Saluftius,  &c. 

II.  A  LookiHg-glafs  for  London  and  England;  a  Tragi- 
Cpmcdy,  1  598.     Mr.  Green  aflifted  in  the  Compofing 
of  this  Play.     It  is  founded  on  the  Story  of  JQHM 
and  the  Nn/e-jitet  in  Sacred  Hiflory. 

Sir 
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Sir  W  i  L  L  i  A  M    LOWER. 

A     NOTED  Cavalier  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  who,    during  the  Civil  Wars,    took 
Sanctuary  in   Holland,    where   he  diverted  himfelf 
with  Poetry,  and  writ  and  tranflated  Six  Plays. 

I.  T'he  Phoenix  in  far  Flames ,    a  Tragedy,   1535?. 
Dedicated  to  Thomas  Lower,  Efq; 

II.  The  Martyr,  or  PolyeuEle ;  a  Tragedy,   1 
For  the  Story  fee  Coeffeteau  Hift.  Rom.  Surius  de 
Sanctorum,  &c. 

III.  HORATIUS;    a  Roman  .  Tragedy,    1 65  6. 
This  is  a  Translation  from  Corneitte.     See  Dion  Hal- 
ite arnajf.  Cajfiodorus,    dec. 

IV.  Noble  Ingratitude ;   a  Pafloral  Tragi-Comedy, 
1658.  tranflated  from  Monfaur  Qu'mault. 

V.  'the  Inchanted  Lovers ;  a  Dramatick-Paftoral. 

VI.  T7je  Amorous  Phantafm  ;    a   Tragi-Comedy, 
tranflated  from  Quinauh.    Dedicated  to  her  High- 
nefs  the  Princefs  Royal. 

Thefe  Two  laft  were  printed  at  the  Hague, 


M. 

LEWIS  M  A  c  c  H  i  N. 


A  Gentleman  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  L  Author  of  one  Play. 
The  Dumb  Knight ;  a  Comedy,  acted  by  the  Chil- 
dren of  his  Majefty's  Revels,  16$  3 .    Several  Inci- 

M  3  dents 
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dents  are  taken   from  a  Comedy  call'd,  Ike  Queen* 
or  T'he  Excellency  of  her  Sex.    And  Bandello's  Novels, 


g. 

JOHN    M  A  i  D  w  E  L  L. 


HIS  Author  had  the  Care  of  Educating  fome 
young  Gentlemen  privately  in  the  City  of  Lon- 
don :  '  And  befides  feveral  Tranflations,  he  writ  one 
Play,  call'd, 

"fhe  Loving  Enemies  ;  a  Comedy,  adted  at  the  Duke 
of  York's  Theatre,  1680.  Dedicated  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Charles  Fox,  Efq;  Mr,  Shadweft  wrote  Che 
Epilogue  to  this  Play. 


JASPER   M  A  i  N  E,  D.  D. 

A  Learned  Divine,  who  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of 
"•  King  "James  and  King  Charles  I.  He  was  born 
at  a  Place  call'd  Hatherleigh  in  Devon/hire,  in  the 
Year  1^04.  He  was  educated  at  Weftmmfter  School, 
from  whence,  in  the  Year  1623,  he  was  elected  to 
Clrn  ft-  Church-College,  Oxford,  in  the  Condition  of 
a  Servitor  ;  but  the  next  Year  he  was  chofen  in- 
to the  Number  of  Students  on  that  Noble  Founda- 
tion. He  took  his  Degrees  of  Batchelor  and  Mailer 
of  Arts,  and  entered  into  Orders,  after  which  he 
was  pixfend  to  Two  Livings  in  the  Gift  of  the 
College.  In  the  Time  of  the  Civil  Wars  he  preach'd 
before  the  King  at  0  ;,  and  was  made  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  but  was  foon  after  ejected  out  of  his  Li- 
vings, and  tuin'd  out  of  the  College  by  Oliver  Crom- 
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Vifitors.  During  the  inteftine  Troubles  he 
found  an  Afylum  in  the  Houfc  of  the  Earl  of  DC- 
&0j02/r*j  where  hercfidcd  'till  the  Reftauration  of  King 
Charles  II,  when,  he  was  reftor'd'to  his  former  Bene- 
fices, and  made  Canon  of  Chrift-Chitrch,  and  Arch- 
deacon of  Chichefter,  all  which  Preferments  he  en- 
joy'd  ''till  his  Death.  He  was  a  Perfon  of  a  ready 
Wit,  and  in  his  younger  Years  writ  TwcMPlays,  be- 
ing very  much  addicted  to  Poetry. 

I.  The  City  Match  ;    a  Comedy,  afted  ..before  the 
King  and  Queen  at  White-Hdlly  and  afterwards-  at 
the   Theatre  in  the  Black-Fryarsy  1658.  with  very 
great  Applaufe. 

II.  The  Amorous  War  >  a  Tragi-Comedy,  1658. 
He  died  in  the  Year  1572.     He  gave  by  his  Will 

feveral  publick  Legacies,  particularly  500  /.  towards 
the  Rebuilding  of  St.  Paul's,  ioo/.  to  the  Poor  of 
CaffingtOHy  &c.  and  his  Propenfity  to  innocent  Mirth 
attended  him  in  his  laft  Moments  ,-  for  to  one  of  his 
Servants  he  bequeathed  a  Trunk,  with  fomething  in 
•  it  to  make  him  drink  after  his  Death,  -which  being 
•open'd  by  the  Servant,  big  with  Expectation,  to  his 
great  mortification  he  found  this  promifing  Legacy 
to  be  nothing  but  a  Red  Herring.  He  lies  buried  on 
the  North  Side  of  the  Cathedral  of  Chrift-Church. 


.  D  E    LA  R  I  V  I  E  R  M  A  N  L  E  Y. 

NO  W  csll'd  the  Atalamic  LADY,  being  defer- 
vedly  efteem'd  for  her  Affability,  Wit  and 
Loyalty. 

She  was  born  in  Hampshire,  in  one  of  thole 
lilands  which  formerly  belonged  to  France,  where 
her  Father  Sir  Roger  Manky  was  Governour  ;  af- 
terwards he  enioy'd  the  fame  Poll  in  other  Places 

M  4  "  iu 
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"  in  E'lglnnd.     He  was  the  Second  Son  of  an  ancient 
Familv  ,•  the  better  Part  of  the  Eftate  was  ruin'd 

. 

in  the  Civil  War  by  adhering  to  the  Royal  Family, 
without  ever  being  repair'd,  or  fcarce  taken  no- 
tice of  at  the  Reflauration.  The  Governour  was 
Brave,  full  of  Honour,  and  a  very  fine  Gentle- 
"  man :  He  became  a  Scholar  in  the  midil  of  a, 
"  Camp,  having  left  the  Univerfity  at  Sixteen  Years 
of  Age,  to  follow  the  Fortunes  ofK.  CHARLES 
the  Firit.  His  Temper  had  too  much  of  the 
Stoic  in  it  for  the  good  of  his  Family.  After  a 
Life,  the  beft  part  fpent.in  Civil  and  Foreign 
War,  he  began  to  love  Eafe  and  Retirement,  de- 
voting himfelf  to  his  Study,  and  the  Charge  of 
"  his  little  Poft,  without  ever  following  the  Court : 
Cc  His  great  Virtue  and  Modefty  render'd  him  unfit 
"  for  folliciting  fuch  Perfons,  by  whom  Preferment 
"  was  there  to  be  gain'd,  fo  that  his  Deferts  feem'd 
<c  buried  and  forgotten. 

In  his  Solitude  he  wrote  feveral  Tracts  for  his 
own  Amufement,  particularly  his  Latin  Commen-  , 
"  taries  of,  T*he  Civil  Wars  in  England.     He  was 
likewifc  the  genuine  Author  of  the  firft  Volume  or* 
*'  that  admir'd  and  fuccefsful  Work,  fhe  Turkr/h  Spy. 
Dr.  Midgley,   an  ingenious  Phyflcian,    related 
to  the  Family  by  Marriage,  had  the  Charge  of 
looking  over  his  Papers,    among  which  he  found 
that  Manufcript,  which  he  eafily  referv'd  to  his 
proper  Uie  ;   and  both  by  his  own  Pen,  and  the 
Affifrancc  of  feme  others,  continued  the  Work  un- 
til the  Eighth  Volume,  without  ever  having  the 
•j  :o  r.ame  the  Author  of  the  Firft.  * 


5r«    t1  c   L'fe  of   Mrs.   Mnnley,    fxWifc'd  ur.dir   the    'Title 
<>r,    The    Adventures    of    ^.uVAr,    pig.    14,    15.     Printed  for 
C  u  R  t  L, 

In 
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In  all  the  Writings  of  Mrs.  Manley  there  appears 
a  happy  Sprightlinefs,and  an  eafy  Turn.  Befides  her 
inimitable  Atalamis^  ibme  Nwth  and  Letters,  fhe  has 
given  us  Three  Plays,  Two  Tragedies  and  One 
Comedy,  viz,. 

*  *  j 

I.  The  Loft  Lever ,  or  The  Jealous  Husband ;  a  Co- 
medy,   acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,   1696.     The 
Dialogue  of  this  Play  is  very  genteel,  tho'  it  did  not 
fucceed  in  the  Representation. 

II.  The  Royal  Mif chief  j    a  Tragedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincolm- Inn-Fields  y  1696.     Dedicated  to 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Devon/hire.     This  Play  was 
acted  with  great  Applaufe ;    the  Rules  of  Ariflotle 
being  obfcr/d,  and  the  Metaphors  and  Allegories 
are  juft.     The  Story,  fhe  informs  us  in  the  Preface, 
is  taken  from  Sir  John  Chardins  Travels  ;    but  has 
received  this  Advantage,  that  the  Criminals  are  here 
punim'd.  for  their  unlawful  Amours,   who  in  the 
Story  efcape. 

III.  Lucius,  the  firfl   Chriftian  King  of  Britain ; 
a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1717.  De- 
dicated to  Sir  Richard  Steele.     This  Play  JS  founded 
upon  the  Legendary  Account  of  this  Monarch  given 
by  the  Monkifh  Writers,   and  an  agreeable  Fiction 
of  her  own.     Sir  Richard  Steele  writ  a  Prologue, 
and  Mr.  Prior  the  Epilogue. 

The  Diction  of  her  Tragedy  is  purely  Drama- 
tical, and  I  think  Mr.  Pope's  Obfervation  on  this 
Subject  *  is  juflly  her  due ;  for,  upon  reading  her 
Two  Tragedies,  it  will  appear,  that 

She  wakes  the  Soul  by  tender  Strokes  of  Art, 
Raife\  the  Genius,  and  imfrwes  the  Heart. 


Prologue  to  .Mr*  Addifon'j  Clto. 

Her 
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Her  Friendfhip  being  as  fincere  as  her  Converfation 
is  entertaining.  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  enlarge  upon 
her  Character,  fince  it  has  been  fo  well  drawn  by  a 
Nobleman  now  living,  in  the  following  excellent 
Copy  of  Verfes,  prenYd  to  her  Royal  Mifchief.  • 

What  !  all  our  Sex  in  one  fad  Hour  undone  ? 
Loft  are  our  Arts,  our  Learning,  our  Renown, 
Since  Nature's  fide  of  Wit  came  rolling  down. 
Keen  were  your  Eyes  we  knew,  and  fur  e  their  Darts, 
Fire  to  our  Soul  they  fend,  and  Paffion  to  our  Hearts  ! 
Needlefs  was  an  Addition  to  fuch  Arms, 
When  all  Mankind  were  Vaffals  to  your  Charms : 
'fhat  Hand  but  feen,  gives  Wonder  and  Defire, 
Snow  to  the  Sight,  but  with  its  Touches,  Fire ! 
Who  fees  thy  ''    Yielding  Queen,  and  would  not  le 
On  any  Terms,  the  Bleft,  the  Happy  He  j 
Entrancd,  we  fancy  all  His  Extacy. 

Quote  O  v  j  D  now  no  more,  ye  Amorous  Swains, 
DELIA  than  OVID  has  more  moving  Strains, 
Nature  in  Her  alone  exceeds  all  Art, 
And  Niture  fare  does  neareft  touch  the  Heart. 
Oh!  might  I  call  the  bright  Difcov'rer  mine* 

}  o  o 

'J/;<?  whole  Fair  Sex  unenvy'd  fd  refign ; 

Give  all  my  happy  Hours  to  D  E  L  i  A'J  Charms, 

She  who  by  Writing  thus  our  Wishes  warms, 

Worlds  of  Love  muft  circle  in  her  Anns  ! 


*  The  chief  Charafter  in  the  PLiy. 


.  Cos  M  o  M  AN  u  c  H. 

A  N  Italian  Gentleman,  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of 

King  Charles  I.     He  was  a  Major  in  the  King's 

Army,  in  the  C/iv/  War*,  and  Author  of  Two  Plays. 

I.  r 
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I.  T'ke  Juft  General  -,   a  Tragedy,  printed  in  the 
Year  1650. 

II.  The  Loyal  Lovers  >  a  Tragi-Comedy,  1652.   In 

this  Play  are  fatyrizM  feveralof  the  Committee-Men 
and  their  Informers.  I  cannot  learn  that  either  of 
thefe  Plays  were  ever  acted  ;  but  that  the  fir/I  was 
defign'd  for  the  Stage,  -appears  by  thefe  Two  Ver- 
fes  in  the  Prologue : 

Li  ffite  of  Malice,  venture  I  thmfar, 
Pack  net  a  Jury,  and  fftftand  the  Bar. 


GERVASE  MARKKA  M. 

THIS  Author  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
James  .and  King  Charles  I.  He  was  the  Son 
of  Robert  Markham  ofCotham3  in  the  County  of  Afr- 
tingham,  Efq;  In  the  Time  of  the  ChnL  Warsy  he 
bore  a  Captain's  Commiffion  under  King  Charles  I, 
being  well  sknTd  in  the  Art  of  War,  and  was  alfo 
a  good  Scholar.  He  writ  one  Play,  call'd, 

HEROD  and  ANTIPATER;  a  Tragedy,  1  62  2  . 
The  Plot  taken  from  Jofephws  Hi  ft.  Jews,  lib.  14,  15, 
&c.  Salian,  SpondamiSj  Baromi  Ann.  forniel,  Sec. 


GK!XXS6X9^^ 

Mr-    CHRISTOPHER  MARLOW. 

• 

AP  O  E  T  and  a  Player  in  the  Reigns  of  Queen 
'Elizabeth  and  King  'James.  He  was  Con- 
temporary with  the  immortal  Shakejgear,  and  was 
Fellow-Actor  with  ffeywood.  His  Genius  inclined  to 
Tragedy,  and  he  both  wrote  and  ^.ctcd  with  Ap- 
tlaufe.  His  Plays  are  as  follow: 

I.  T  A 
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I.  T  A  M  B  E  R  L  A  i  N  the  Great,    or   T*he  Scythian 
Shepherd ',    a  Tragedy,  in  Two  Parts,  aded  by  the 
Lord  Admiral's  Servants,  1593.     For  the  Story  fee 
Jean  du  Bee,    Laonicm,  Chalcocondilas,   Pet.  Br&arus. 
KwBes's  Hift.  Turks,  L'  Hiftorie  de  famerlain,  &c. 

II.  "The  Jew  of  Malta,  a  Tragi-Comedy,  a<5tcd  at 
White-Hall  before  the  King  and  Queen,   and  at  the 
Cockpit  by  her  Ma  jetty's  Servants,  1633.     This  Play 
was  very  much  applauded. 

III.  Lujfs  Dominion,  or   T*ke  LafcivioMi  Queen  ;    a 
Tragedy.      Dedicated  to    William  Carpenter,    Efq; 
This  Play  was  alter'd  by  Mrs.  Eehn,   and  acted  un- 
der the  Title  of  Abdela&er,  or  3%e  Moor's  Revenge. 

IV.  EDWARD    the  Second ;    a  Tragedy.      The 
Story  is  taken  from  Thomas  de  la  More,  Sir  Francis 
Hubert,  Walfwgham,  and  other  Hiftorians  of  thofe 
Times. 

V.  TTtf  Maffacre  at  Paris,  with   the  Death  of  the 
Duke  of  Guife  ,    a  Tragedy,  acted  by  the  Lord  Ad- 
miral's Servants.     This  Play  is   not  divided   into 
Acts.     Plot  from  Da'vila,  Thuanus,  Mez,aray,  &c.  in 
the  Reigns  of  Charles  IX,  and  Henry  III  of  France. 

VI.  Dr.  F  A  u  s  T  u  s'j  'Tragical  Hiftory.     The  laft 
Edition  of  this  Play  was  printed  in  1661.     It  is 
founded  on  Canter arii  Hor.  Subcifiv.  Cent.  i.  cap.  70. 
Wienis  de  Prxftig-  Dxmonum,  lib.  2.  c.  4.  Lonicerus,  &c. 

This  Author  joined  with  Mr.  Nafi  in  writing  of  a 
Play,  called,  DIDO,  Qtieen  of  Carthage.  He  likewife 
wrote  a  Poem,  called,  HERO  and  LEANDER, 
commended  by  Ben  Jo/mjon,  in  a  Copy  of  Verfes, 
call'd,  A  Cenfure  of  the  Poet*,  wherein  fpeaking  of 
IN^r.  Mar  lows  Fire  in  his  Writings,  are  the  follow- 
ing Lines, 

And  that  fne  Mddriefs  ftill  he  did  retain, 
Which  rightly Jbould fojfefs  a  Poets  Brain. 

Mr. 
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.  SHAKERLY  MARMION. 

A  N  Author  born  at  Ainoe  in  Northampton/hire,  in 

the  Year  i<5o2.     He  was  firft  plac'd  to  Thame- 

School  in  Oxford/far*,  from  whence,  about  the  Age 

of  Sixteen,  he  was  remov'd  to  Wadham-Collegey  Ox- 

ford, where  he  took  the  Degree  of  Mailer  of  Arts. 

He  writ  Three  Plays. 

I.  Holland's  Leaguer  ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  by  Prince 
Charles's  Servants  in  Salisbury-Court,  1632,  with  Ap- 
plaufe.    Several  «f  the.  Incidents  are  borrowed  from 
Petronius  Arbiter. 

II.  The  Fine  Companion  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  before  the 
King  and  Queen  at  White-Hall^  with  great  Applaufe, 
1633.     This  Play  is  Dedicated  to  Sir  Ralph  Button. 

III.  The  Antiquary  ,    a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the  Cock" 
pit  by  their  Majeflies  Servants,  1641. 


J 


OHN   MARSTON. 


A    P  O  E  T  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  I,   who 
wrote   feveral  Plays,  which  were   very  well 
approved,  viz,. 

I.  ANTONIO  and  M  E  L  i  D  A,  an  Hiflorical  Play. 

II.  A  N  T  o  N  I  os   Revenge,    or   The   Second  Part  of 
Antonio  and  Melida  ;  a  Tragedy.     Both  a&ed  by  the 
Children  of  S  t.  Paul's,  1602. 

III.  The  Infatiate  Coumefs  ;  a  Tragedy,  afted  in  the 
ttphite-Fryars,  1603.     The  Plot  of  this  Play  is  taken 
from  Montius  Hift.  of  Naples.    See  likewife  Dr.  Fuller's 
Prophane  State,  God's  Revenge  againft  Adultery,  &c. 

IV.  Tht 
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IV.  The  Makcontem  i    3.   Tragi-  Comedy,    1604, 
Dedicated  to  Ben  Johnfon.     The  firft  Plan  of  this 
Play  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Webfler. 

V.  7/k  Dutch  Counefan  ;  a  Comedy,  a<5ted  by  the 
Children  of  the  Queen's  Revels,  1605.     Part  of  this 
Play  is  borrow'd  from  a  French  Book,  entitled.  Con- 
tes  du  Monde,   and  from  an  Englijh  Book  of  Novels, 
call'd,  1%e  Palace  of  Pleafure. 

VI.  Parafitafter,  or  7 ''he  Fawn;  a  Comedy,  acted 
by  the  Children  of  the  Queen's  Revels,  1606.    The 
Plot  of   Dulcimel  is  taken  from  Eoccace's  Novels, 
Day  1.  Nov.  2. 

J  y» 

VII.  SOPHONISBA,  or  The  Wonder  of  Women ;  a 
Tragedy,  a<5ted  at  the  Black-Fryafa:     The  Plot  from 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh ,  Poly  bint,  Appian,  Livy's  Hi  ft.  &c. 

VIII.  What  you  iuitt  ;    a  Comedy.     The  Plot  of 
this  Play  was  taken  from  Plautuss  Amfhiti -ion.     This 
Mr.  Langlam  fays  is  one  of  the  Author's  beft  Plays. 
Thefe  Two  laft  mentioned,  and  Four  others,  were 
pub!ifh'd  together  in  one  Volume,  1633. 


.  JOHN  MASON. 

Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
I.  He  was  Mailer  of  Arts,  but  of  what 
Univcrlity  I  cannot  learn.  He  writ  one  Play  call'd, 
MULEASSES,  the  "Turk ;  a  worthy  Tragedy,  acted 
by  the  Children  of  his  Majefty's  Revels,  i<5io.  The 
Author  had  a  good  Opinion  of  it,  as  may  be  col- 
lected from  his  Motto  taken  out  of  Horace, 


Sume  Suferbiftm  quafitam  meritis. 


Mr. 
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PHILIP  MASSINGER. 


'HIS  excellent  Poet,  born  at  Salisbury,  was 
Son  of  Mr.  Philif  Maffmger,  a  Gentleman  be- 
longing to  the  Family  of  the  Earl  of  Montgomery.  In 
the  Year  1602,  being  Eighteen  Years  of  Age,  he  was 
fent  to  St.  Alban-Hall  in  Oxford,  where  he  remain'd 
a  Student  for  Three  or  Four  Years,  and  compleated 
his  Education.  He  had  a  great  deal  of  Modefty, 
and 'extraordinary  Natural  Parts;  and  the  Purity  of 
his  Stile  (hews,  that  he  was  a  Man  of  Learning,  as 
the  OEconomy  of  his  Plots  demonflrates  that  he 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Methods  of  Dra- 
matick  Writing.  He  was  very  much  belov'd  by  the 
Poets  of  that  Age  ;  and  there  were  few  but  took  it 
as  an  Honour  to  join  with  him  in  a  Play.  He  wric 
Sixteen  Plays,  -viz,. 

I.  7%e  Roman  Acior ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  pri- 
vate Houie  in  the  B  lack-Fry  ars  by  the  King's  Ser- 
vants, 1629.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Philip  Knivet,   Sir 
Thorna*  Jay,  and  Thomas  BeUmgham,  Efq;     This  Play 
was  acted  with  Applaufe,  and  is  recommended  by 
feveral  Copies  of  Verfes.     The  Plot  is  taken  from 
'factim,  Aurelim,  Vttlor,  and  Suetonius  in  the  Life  of 
Domitian. 

II.  "The  Renegade ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  private 
Theatre  in  Drury-Lane,  by  her  Majefty's  Servants^ 
1630.  Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honourable  George 
Harding,   Baron  of  Barkley-Caftle.     Mr.  Shirley  and 
others  lent  the  Author  commendatory  Verfes  on  this 
Play. 

III.  'the  Maid  of  Honour ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted, 
by  her  Majefty's  Servants  at  the  Phoenix  in  Drury- 
Lane t  1632.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Francis  Foliambe  and 

Sir 
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Sir  Thomas  Bland.     This  Play  was  acted  with  Ap- 

plaufe. 

IV.  7* he  Emperor  of  the  Eaft  ;•  a  Tragi-Comedy, 
acted  at  the  Theatre  in  the  Black-Fry ars,  1632.  De- 
dicated to  the  Right  Honourable  John  Lord  Mohim. 
Sir  Afton  Cockam  wrote  a  Copy  of   Verfes  in  Com- 
mendation of  this  Play.     The  Story  from  Socrates, 
lib.  7.  NicephorWy  lib.  14.  Baronius,    &c. 

V.  The  Fatal  Dowry;    a  Tragedy,  acted  in  the 
Black-Fryarsy  by  his  Ma jefty's  Servants,  163  2.   This 
Play  was  often  acted  with  Applaufe ;  and  Mr.  Field 
aflifted  in  the  Compofitio  .     Char  hit's  Ranfoming  his 
Father,    by  his  own  Imprifonment,   is  taken  from 
Cyinoriy  in  Val.  Max.  lib.  5 .  cap.  4.  Ex.  p. 

VI.  A  ne-jj  Way  to  pay  old  Debts-,  a  Comedy,  often 
acted  at  the  Phoenix  in  Drury-Lane^  1633.     Dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Robert  Earl  of  Caernarvon. 

VII.  rfm  Pitlure  j  a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted  in  the 
Black-Fry ars9   1636.     Dedicated  to  the  Society  of 
the  Inner-Temple.    Plot  from  The  Fortunate  decent d  and 
Unfortunate  Lover sy  Nov.  4.  of  the  Deceivd  Lovers. 

VIII.  T*he  Great  Duke  of  Florence  ;  a  Comedy,  pre- 
fcnted  at  the  Phoenix  in  Drury-Lane,  1636.     Dedica- 
ted to  Sir  Robert  Wife-man.     This  Play  had  very  good 
Succefs.     The  Plot  of  it  is  taken  from  Speedy  Stow, 
Bakery  and  other  Englijh  Hiflones  of  the  Reign  of 
King  Edgar. 

IX.  The  Duke  of  MiVan ;  a  Tragedy,  often  acted 
at  the  Black-Fryarsy  1638.     Plot  from  Jofephms  Hifl. 
JewSy  Book  1 5 .  chap.  4. 

X.  The  Bondman  ;    a  Comedy,    acted  with   Ap- 
plaufe, at  the  Cockpit  in  Drury-Lane ,  1638.     Dedi- 
cated to  Philip  Earl  of  Montgomery.     The  reducing 
the  Slaves  by  the  Sight  of  the  Whips,  is  taken  from 
the  Story  of  the  Scythian  Slaves,  in  Juftin,  lib.  i.  cap.  5. 

XL     The  Unnatural  Combat ;  a  Tragedy,  prefen- 
ted  by  his  Majefty's  Servants  at  the  Glob?,  1639.  De- 
dicated 
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dicated  to   Anthony  Semliger^   Efq;     Tin's   Play  has 
neither  Prologue  nor  Epilogue. 

XII.  *%%€  Guardian ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the  pri- 
vate Houfe  in  the  Black-F,yars  with  great  Applaufe, 
1655-     Sever/no's  cutting  off  Ca/tpfo's   Nofe   in  the 
dark,  and  taking  her  for  his  Wife  Jo/atitre,    is  bor- 
row'd   from  Eoccace's  Novels,   Day  8.  Nov.  7.   and 
from  the  Cimmerian  Matron,  a  Romance. 

XIII.  The  Bafiful  Lover  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
private  Houfe  mBlack-Fryars,  1655. 

XIV.  A  'very  Woman,    or  The  Prince  of  Tarent ; 
a  Tragi- Comedy,    acted  in  the  Black-Fry ars  with 
Applaufe,  1655.     The  Plot  of  this  Play  refembles 
that  of  the  OL  ft  mate  Lady,  writ  by  Sir  Afton  Cockain. 

XV.  The  City  Dame ;    a  Comedy,   a  died  at  the 
private  Houfe  in  BlackrFrjars,  1659.     Dedicated  to 
the  Countefs  of  Oxford.     This  was  eftecm'd  a  very 
good  Play. 

XVI.  The  Virgin  Martyr  -3  a  Tragedy,  afted  with 
great  Applaufe,  1661.     Mr.  Decker  had  a  Share  in 
the  Writing  of  this  Play.     The  Srory  is  taken  from 
Vale Jius >   Rofwedtw,  Eufekii  Hft.  lib.  8.  cap.  17. 

He  joined  with  Mid  diet  on,  Rowley  and  Fletcher  in 
feme  of  their  Plays.  A  Poet  that  liv'd  in  the 
Time  of  Mr.  MaKngery  after  he  had  commended 
his  Plays,  and  his  Writings  in  Verfe  and  Profo,  has 
thefe  Two  Lines  : 

His  eafy  Pegaiiis  uv'//  ramble  o'er 

Some  Threefcore  Allies  of  Fancy  in  an  Hour. 

He  died  in  the  Year  1665?,  and  was  buried  in 
St.  Mary  Overies  Church  in  Southi^ark^  in  the  fame 
Grave  wherein  Mr,  Fletcher  had  been  before  interr'd. 


N  Mr. 


Lives  and  Characters  of  the 


A 


r.  THOMAS  MAY. 

Gentleman  of  a  good  Family  in  Sujfex,  who 
liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  was 
fome  Years  a  Fdlow-Commoner  of  Sidney-College  in 
Cambridge,  from  whence  lie  remov'd  to  London,  and 
attending  the  Court,  he  contracted  an  Intimacy  with 
Exclymion  Porter^  Efq;  and  other  eminent  Perfons  ; 
but  not  meeting  with  the  Encouragement  he  expec- 
ted from  the  Great  Men  in  Power,  and  being  Can- 
didate with  Sir  William  D'aicmmt  for  the  Preferment 
of  Qucei/s  Poet,  but  lofing  it,  he  retir'd  into  the 
Country  very  much  tlifgufkd.  He  writ  Five  Plays. 

I.  The  Hen-  ;  a  Comedy,  acled  by  the  Company 
of  Revels,  1620.     This  Play  was  acted  with  great 
Applaufe,  and  was  very  much  commended  in  a  Co- 
py of  Verfes  by  Mr.  Carew. 

II.  CLKCPATRA,  Queen  of  Eg)  ft  ;    a  Tragedy, 
acted  in  the  Year  1626.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Kemlm 
Digby.    The  Story  from  Affinn  de  Bello  Civ.  L.  Florns, 
lib.  4.  Sitetonim  in  Vit.  Auguft.  and   Plutarch's  Life  of 
M.  Anthony^  Calhniachw's  Epig.  en  T^nnon^  &c. 

III.  A  N  T  I  c  o  N  i-,  the  Tbc-biin  PrinccJ]  j  a  Tragedy, 
1631.     Dedicated  to  the  Honourable  Eudwiion  Por- 
ttry  Efq;     The  Plot  is  borrowed  from  the  Antigone  of 
Sophocles,  Seneca  s  'Thebais,  &c. 

IV.  The  Old  Couple  ;  a  Comedy,  1^51.     This  Play 
had  a  very  good  Reputation. 

V.  ACRIPPINA,  Emprcfs  of  Rome  ;    a  Tragedy. 
The   Author   has  follow'd   Xifhilmii.*,    "Tacitus  and 
Suetonius  in   the  Deiigning  this  Tragedy,  and  has 
traiiilaccd  part  of  Petronuts  Arbiter's  Saty'tccn,    be- 
ginning, 

I 

Orkm 
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jam  totum  viftor  Romanus  habcbat,   &c. 
And  concluding  with, 

-  Siculo  Scams  aqnore  nierjus 
Ad  menfam  vivus  perducitnr  -  — 


This  Play  and  Antigone  are  u  fa  ally  bound  together. 
Mr.  May  has  likewife  publifh'd,  I.  A  Tranflation  of 
Lucans  PharfaUa,  and  continu'd  it  down  to  the 
Death  of  Juliw  Cafar,  in  Eight  Books,  1 63  5. 

ll.  A  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars  in  England. 

He  died  fuddenly  in  the  Year,  1652,  in  the  5^th 
Year  of  his  Age,  and  was  buried  on  the  Weil  Side 
of  the  North  Ifle  of  We flminfler- Abbey,  near  the 
Great  Mr.  Cambden.  The  following  Infcription  was 
made  upon  him,  by  one  of  the  Cavalier  Party  which 
he  had  abused. 

Adfka,  Viator,  &  Poetam  legas 

Lucani  Interpreter*!, 

Quern  ita  feliciter  Anglicanum  fecerat, 

Ut  Mayusjimul  &  Lucanus  videretur, 

Et  fane  credos  Metemffuchofin  : 

Nam  uterque  ingratus  Principis  fui  Prcditor  ; 

Hie  Neronis  T'jranm,  ilk  Caroli  Return  oftimi^ 

At  fata  plane  diverfa  ; 

Lucanum  enim  ante  obit  urn  pocnitentem  Isgis^ 

May  us  i'?ro  repent ina  morte  ocatbitit, 

Ne  forfan  pcenitcret. 

Parliamenti  Kebdlu  tarn  pertixax  adftipulator, 
Ut  M>ijdYum>  quas  olim  religiofe  coiner  at  y 

Sacrilegus  Heft  is  evjfent. 
Attair.en  fingendi  art  em  non  pen  it  us  ami  fit, 
Nam  gefta  eorum  fcripfit  &  typis  mandiwit 
In  frosd  mendax  Poeta. 

N  2  Inter 
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Inter  tot  Htroas  Poetanim, 

Ouod  tarn  indigni  fepeliantur  Cmeres, 

Videntur  flere  marmora. 
Nee  tamen  mirere  eum  hie  Kelelles  pofuijfe, 
Qiii  tot  facras  s£des,  &  Dei  delubra^ 
s  fecere  ftabula. 


.    ROBERT    MEAD. 

HTHIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Time  of  King 
James  and  King  Charles  I.  He  was  educated 
at  Cbrift-Cburcb-CoHege  in  Oxford,  and  was  a  Perfon 
of  very  good  Abilities.  He  writ  one  Play,  publifli'd 
after  his  Deceafe,  call'd, 

'The  Combat  of  Love   and  Friend/htf  ;   a  Comedy, 
prefented   by  the  Students  of  Cbrifl-Church-Collegey 


71/fr.    MATTHEW   MEDBOURN. 

AN  eminent  A&or,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
York's  Theatre,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charlesll. 
He  was  a  Roman  Catholick,  and  committed  to 
Newgate  for  being  concerned  in  Gates  §  Plot,  and,  as 
Mr.  Langbain  obierves,  he  was  one  that  deferv'd  a 
better  Fate  than  to  die  in  Prifon,  thro'  a  too  for- 
ward and  indifcreet  Zeal  for  Religion.  He  tranila- 
ted  from  Moliere,  with  fome  few  Alterations, 

T  A  r,  T  u  F  F  E,  or  "The  French  Puritan  ;  a  Comedy, 
afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  with  Applaufe,  1670. 
Dedicated  to  Henry  Lord  HvwavtL  The  Epilogue  $& 
this  Play  was  written  by  the  Right  Honourable 
Charles  late  F.url  of  Dcrfa  and  Middle}, 

Mr. 
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*i|Si«^ 

Mr.  THOMAS  MERITON. 

A  N  inconfiderable  Author,  that  liv'd  in  the 
Jt\.  Reign  of  King  Charles  II.  He  publifh'd  Two 
Plays. 

I.  Love  and  War')    a  Tragedy,  never  a&ed,  but 
printed  in  the  Year  1658.     Dedicated  to  the  truly 
Noble,  judicious  Gentleman,   and  his  moft  elleem'd 
Brother  Mr.  George  Meriton. 

II.  'fhe  Wandring  Lover  ;    a  Tragi-Comedy,  a&ed 
feveral   Times  privately   by  the   Author   and  his 
Friends,  1(558.    Dedicated  to  Francis  Wright^  Efq; 


.  THOMAS  MIDDLETON. 

AP  O  E  T  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  He 
was  Contemporary  with  Benjdhnfw;  Fletcher , 
Majjtnger,  &c.  by  the  two  firit  of  which  he  was 
thought  fit  to  be  received  into  a  Triumvirate  in  the 
Writing  of  Plays,  which  ftiewM  him  to  be  no  mean 
Poet ;  and  tho'  he  fell  fhort  of  thofe  celebrated 
Writers,  yet  by  their  Affiilance,  he  attain'd  a  pretty 
confiderable  Reputation.  He  has  Twenty  Two 
Plays  extant,  viz,. 

I.  *fhe  Five  Gallants ;  acted  at  the  E!ack-Fy\ars. 

II.  BLURT,  Mr.  Conftable,  or  7/te  Spaniard's  Night 
Walk  \  a  Comedy, afted  by  the  Children  of  St.  Paul's, 
1602. 

III.  7'be  Phoenix ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  by  the  Chil- 
dren of  St.  Paul's,  and  alfo  before  hisMajefty,  irfoy. 
The  Story  is  taken  from  a  Spamjh  Novel,  caiui,  7 be 
Force  of  Love. 

N  3  IV. 
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IV.  The  Family  of  Love ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  by  the 
Children  of  his  Ma  jelly's  Revels,  i<5o8. 

V.  The  Rearing  Girl,,  or  Moll  Ciitpurfe  ;    aded  on 
the  former  Stage    by  the  Princes  Players,    i<5u. 
Good  part  of  this  Play  was  writ  by  Mr.  Decker. 

VI.  A  Trick  to  catch  the  Old  One ;  a  Comedy,  ac>ed 
both  at  Paul's  and  Black- Fry ars,  before  their  Majef- 
ties,  with  great  Apflaufe,  1616. 

VII-  7hs  "Triumphs  of  Love  and  Antiquity ;  a  Mafque, 
performed  at  the  Confirmation  of  ^ii  William  Cockain^ 
General  of  his  Majeily's  Forces,  and  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  London,  1619. 

VUL  The  Chafte  Maid  of  Cheapfide ;  a  pleafant  Co- 
medy, acted  by  the  Lady  Elizabeth's  Servants,  1620. 

IX.  The  World  tofs'd  at  Tennis-,  a  Mafque,  prefen- 
ted  by  the  Prince's  Servants,   1620.     Dedicated  to 
the  Lord  Howard  of  Effmgkant>  and  his  Lady. 

X.  The  Fair  Quarrel ;    a  Comedy,   aded  in  the 
Year  1622.  Dedicated  to  Rc&ert  Grey,  Efq;    Mr.  Row- 
ley aUTifled  in  the  compofing  of  this  Play.     The  Plot 
is  taken  from  Cynthio  Giraldi,  a  Novel,  Dec.^.  Nov.  5. 

XI.  The  Inner-Temple  Maj^ue,  or  Mafque  of  Heroes  ; 
prefented  by  the  Gentlemen   of   the   Inner-Temple, 
1640. 

VII-  The  Changeling-,  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
private  Houfe  in  Drury-Lanc,  and  in  Salisbury-Court , 
with  great  Applaufe,  1653.  Mr.  Rowley  joined  in 
the  writing  this  Play.  For  the  Plot,  fee  the  Story 
of  AlfemerQ)  and  Beatrice  Joanna^  in  Reynold's  God's 
Revenge  againH  Murder. 

XIII.  The  old  Laic,  or  A  new  Way  to  pleafe  ye  j  a 
Comedy ,    acted    before    the   King  and  Queen  in 
Saksbur$-Coun>  16^6.     Mr.  Majjinger  and  Mr.  Rowley 
a  ill  (led  in  this  Play. 

XIV.  No  M'rit>  no  Htlf,  like  a  Woman's  ,•  a  Comedy, 
acted  in  the  Year  1^57. 

'XV. 
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XV.  Women,  behave  If  ^  wen  ;    a  Tragedy, 
This  Play  is  founded  on  a  Romance,  cali'J, 
lito  and  Isabella. 

XVI.  More  Diffembkra  be  fides  Women  ;    a  Comedy, 
afted  1657.     This  and  the  Two  former  Plays  are 
bound  together. 

XVII.  The  Sfanijl  G\pfies  :  a  Comedy,  acted  with 
Applaufe  both  at  the  private  Houfe  in  Dmry-Latie 
and  Salisbury^Courty  1661.     In  this  Play  he  was  af- 
flfled  by  Mr.  Rowley.     Part  of  it  is  borrowed  from  a 
Spanfo  Novel,  call'd,  The  Force  of  Bkody  written  ori- 
ginally by  M.  de  Cetvantes. 

X  VIII.  T'he  Mayor  of  Queenborwgh  ;  a  Comedy, 
acted  by  his  Majefly's  Servants,  1661,  with  Ap- 
plaufe.  For  the  Ploc  fee  the  Reign  of  Voniger  in 
Du  Chefne>  Stow,  Speed,  &c. 

XIX.  Any  thing  for  a  quiet  Life-,  a  Comedy,  acted 
at  the  Globe  on  the  Bank-fide.  This  is  a  Game  be- 
tween the  Church  of  England  and  that  of  R'>me, 
wherein  the  Former  gains  the  Victory. 

XXL  Michaelmas'  Term-,  a  Comedy.  I  cannot 
learn  whether  this  Play  was  ever  acted. 

XXII.  A  mad  World^  my  Mafters  ;  a  Comedy,  of- 
ten acted  at  the  private  Houfe  in  Salisbury-Court 
with  Applaufe. 


.   JOHN    M  i  L  T  o  N. 

HIS  Great  Man  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Chti,-les  I.  During  the  Civil  Wars,  and  after 
the  Murder  of  that  Monarch,  he  was  made  Under- 
secretary of  Srate  to  Olive,-  Crom'Jie!/,  he  being  a 
itrenuous  Defender  of  the  Power  and  Liberty  ot  t^e 
People  :  And  his  Controveily  with  SiifahitiM  tender*4 
his  'Name  famous  throughout  Europe,  in  the  wrking 

N  4  of 
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of  which  he  was  fo  affiduous  in  Study  Day  and 
Night,  that  he  loft  his  Eyes  ;  but  his  Adversary  had 
a  worfc  Fate,  and  is  faid  to  have  loft  his  Life  out  of 
Vexation,  Mr.  Miltcn,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  World, 
having  the  better  of  the  Controverfy.  After  the 
Reiteration,  by  the  Lenity  of  King  Charles  II,  he 
was  fnfler'd  to  keep  a  School  at  Greenwich.  He  writ 
two  Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  AMafque;    preferred  at  Ludlow-Caftle,  before 
7  hi  Earl  of  Bridg^ater,  Lord  Prefident  of  Wales  y 


IT.  SAMPSON  AGONISTES;  a  Tragedy,  1  682. 
The  Author  has  endeavoured  to  imitate  the  Trage- 
dy of  the  Greek  Poets,  and  has  not  divided  his  Play 
into  Acts,  wherein  he  feems  to  have  followed  So- 
phocles. It  is  founded  on  the  i3th  of  Judges,  jfofepk, 
Antiq.  I.  5.  Tornier,  Salian,  &c. 

This  Author  has  made  himfclf  Immortal  by  his 

9 

Poem  cali'd,  Paradife  Left;  and  I  think  his  Cha- 
racter is  finely  drawn  by  Mr.  Dryden  in  the  -following 
excellent  Epigram  upon  that  Work. 

fbree  Fcets  in  three  d'fiant  Ages  favny 
Greece,  Italy,  and  England  did  adorn. 
'The  frfl    in   Ltftinefs  cf  thought  furpaft  : 
7*  he  next  in  Majeftj  ;    in  loth   the  Laft. 
The   fcne   of    Nature  could  no  farther  go  ; 
To  make  a  'Thr.d^  Jbe  joirid  the  former 


••..•"/y».-W><4?>/     \fi/'jfr/'-  •.-~r,<-i/^  V',?".yf'',  $"1  ^"^  ^"/^rj 
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WALTER  M  o  N  T  A  G  u  E, 


THIS  Gentleman  was  a  Courtier  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  I.     He  writ  a  Paftoral,  cali'd, 
'fhe  Shtphe-.-a*  Paradife  ;  prcfented  before  the  King, 
by  the          .n  and  her  Ladies  of  Honour. 

Mr. 
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P    E    T  £   R    M   O   T   T    E    U   X. 

FRENCH  Gentleman,  born  and  bred  at 
Rvhan  in  Normandy.  He  came  over  into 
England,  became  a  confiderable  Trader,  and  rcfided 
here  many  Years.  Ke  had  a  good  fliare  of  Wit  and 
Humour,  and  befides  a  Traniiation  of  Don  Qtixot, 
feVeral  Songs,  Prologues  and  Epilogues,  he  has  writ 
the  following  Dramatick  Pieces. 

I.  Love's  a  Jeft  ;   a  Comedy,    aded  at  the  Thea- 
tre  in   Little  Lincoln*  -  Lin  -  Fields,  by    his   Majefty's 
Servants,  1696.     Dedicated  to  Charles  Lord  Clifford. 
In  the  two  Scenes  where  Love  is  made  a  Jell,  ibme 
Paflages  are  taken  from  Italian  Writers. 

II.  'fhe  Loves  of  MARS  and  VENUS;  a  Plav  fct 

w  * 

to  Muiick,  a<5ted  at  the  Theatre  in  Little 
fiat-Fields,  1696.     Dedicated  to  Colonel 
The  Author  in  his  Preface  owns  the  Story  to  b 
from  Ovidy  and  that  he  took  the  Dance  of  the  Cyclops 
from  Mr.  $b&dwe~l£s  PJyche. 

III.  The  Nmeltyy  or  Every  Acl  a  Play  ;   ConfifKng 
of  Pafloral,  Comedy,  Mafque,  Tragedy  and  Farce, 
acted  at  the  Theatre  in  Little  Lfacel»s-Iwi*fields,r&yy. 
Dedicated  to  Charles  Csfar,  Efq;     The  Pafioral  JS 
call'd,  "~lhyrjlsy  and  was  written  by  Mr.  Oldmixw. 
The  Comedy  is  call'd,   AH  luithoin  Money  ;    and  the 
Mafque,    He-.culesy    both   his  own.      The   Tragedy 
call'd,  "The   Unfortunate  Couple,  is  the  latter  Part  of 
Dr.  Fibner's  Unnatural  B,  -ether  ;  and  the  Farce  c.illM, 
NdtiDal  Magi  iky  is  an  Imitation  of  part  oi:  a  French 
Comedy,  of  ore  Aci,  af:eu  the  Italian  manner.     The 
Model  of  this  Piay  items  to  be  taken  from  Sir  Wil- 
liam D\mcna,it  $  PlayH*ujt  »J  it  /a, 

IV. 
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IV.  Europe's  Revels  for  the  Peace,  mid  his 

flippy  Return  ;  an  Interlude,  performed  at  the  Thea- 
tre in  Lincoln*- bat-Fields,  1697,  on  the  King's  Return 
to  England,  after  the  Conclulion  of  the  Peace. 

V.  Beamy  in  Diflreff;    a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Little  Lincolm-Imt-Fields,  165)8.     Dedica- 
ted to  Henry  Hevenivgham,  Efq;     There   are  many 
fine  Lines  in  this  Play  ;    and  in  the  Multiplicity  of 
his  Incidents  he  has  follow'd  the  Example  of  our 
Native  Poets.     Before  this  Piece  there  is  a  Dif- 
courfe  of  the  Lawfulnefs  and  Unlawfulnefs  of  Plays. 

VI.  T'he  I/land  Princefi,  or  *fhe  Generous  Portuguefe. 
This  is  only  Fletcher's  Ifland  Princefs  turn'd  into  a 
Dramatick  Opera. 

Tin's  unfortunate  Gentleman  was  found  dead  in  a 
diforderly  Houfe  in  the  Parifh  of  St.  Clement  Danety 
not  without  fufpicion  of  having  been  murdered, 
which  Accident  happen'd  to  him  on  his  Birth-Day, 
in  the  58th  Year  of  his  Age,  Ann.  1718.  His  Body 
was  interred  in  his  own  Parifh  Church,  being  that  of 
St.  Alary  Axe  in  the  City  of  London. 


WILLIAM   M  o  u  N  T  F  o  R  T. 


A 


N  eminent  Player.  The  firft  Time  he  was  ta- 
ken particular  Notice  of  on  the  Srage,  was  in 
acting  tiie  Part  of  'fall-Boy  ^  after  which  he  was  ad- 
vahc'd  on  the  Theatre,  at  d  acted  the  Part  of  Sir 
Courtly  Nice  in  Mr.  Crown's  Phy  of  that  Name.  He 
was  at  length  entertained  in  the  Family  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Jefferiest  from  whence  he  came  again  to 
t!*c  Stage,  where  he  continual  'till  he  was  liill'd  by 
the  Lord  Molmi  in  Norfolk-  ft  wet  ,  in  the  Stnr,:d3  Amis 
He  pu  bl  iuYu  1'hrc  :  P'  a  )  5  . 
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I.  'The  Injured  Lovers,   or  "The  Ambitions  Father  ;    a, 
Tragedy,  a<5ted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1688.     De- 
dicated to  James  Earl  of  Arran,  Son  to  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton.     This  Play  met  with  but  indifferent  Suc- 
cefs. 

II.  T*he  Succefsful  Strangers ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  a&ed 
at  the  Theatre  Royal,    1690.     Dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Thomas  Whavton^  Efq,-  (late  Lord 
JjSharton.)     This  Play  is  better  writ  than  the  for- 
mer.    The  Plot  from  the  Rival  Brothers  in  Scarron's 
Novels. 

III.  Greenwich-Park;  a  Comedy,  aded  at  the  Thea- 
tre Royal,  1 69 1.    Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honour- 
able Algernon  Earl  of  EJfex.     This  Play  was  aded 
with  Applaufe. 

Befldes  thefe,  he  turn'd  the  Life  and  Death  of 
Dr.  Fauflus  into  a  Farce,  with  the  Humours  of  Har- 
lequin and  Scaramouch,  afted  at  the  Queen's  Theatre 
in  Dorfet-Garden. 


•3*-<i  t~*~fQ>*^-<  3i-*J 

ig^^fS 


N. 

Mr.  THOMAS  N  A  B  B  s. 

AP  O  E  T  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I,  who 
writ  the  following  DramaticL  Pieces,  (viz,.) 

I.  Ccvent-Garden ;  a  Comedy,  ac~ted  by  the  Queen's 
Servants,   1632.     Dedicated   to   Sir   John  Suckling* 
This  Play  was  not  printed  'till  the  Year  1638. 

II.  HANNIBAL  and  S  c  i  p  i  o  ;  an  Hiflorical  Tra- 
gedy, aded  by  the  Queen's  Servants,  1635-     This 
Play  Mr.  Langbain  tells  us_,  was  acted  before  Women 

ap- 
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appeared  on  the  Stage,    the  Part  of  Sophonida  be- 

ing play'd  by  Mr.  Ferre  ;  and  it  is  addrefs'd  to 
the  G  hefts  of  Hamiib.il  and  Scifio.  For  the  Plot, 
fee  the  Lives  of  Hannibal  and  Scifio  in  Corn.  Nepos, 
Plutarch,  Florus,  &c. 

III.  Microcofmus  ;  a  Mafque,  prefented  at  the  pri- 
vate Houfe  in  Salisbury-Court,  1637. 

IV.  Springs  Glory  ,  vindicating  Love  by  Temperance  ; 
a  Mafque,  1638.    Dedicated  to  Peter  Bally  Efq;  with 
this  Mafque  is  printed  an  Interlude  intended  for 
Prince   Charles's  Birth-Day,   call'd,   A  Prefentation. 
Thefe  two.  Pieces  have  a  great  deal  of  Morality  in 
them. 

V.  Tottenham-  Court  ;  a  Comedy,  acled  in  Salisbury- 
Court,  1638.     Dedicated  to  William  Mills,  Efq;  This 
Play  has  been  lately  reprinted. 

VI.  The  Bride  ;   a  Comedy,   aded  at  the  private 
Houfe  in  Dmry-Lanc,   by  their  Majeflies  Servants^ 
1640. 

VII.  The  Unfortunate  Mother-,    a  Tragedy,   1640. 
Dedicated  to  Richard  Brathucait,  Efq;      This  Play 
has  feveral  recommendatory  Copies  of  Verfes  before 
it,  tho'  it  was  never  a<5ted. 

VIII.  An  Entertainment  on  the  Prince's  Birth-Day. 


Mr.    THOMAS    NASH. 

A  POET  of  the  fame  Time,  but  of  a  more 
eminent  Character.     He  was  educated  at  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  where  his  Genius  early  led 
him  to  writing,  particularly  Satire  and  Dramatick 
Poetry.     He  writ  two  Plays. 

I.  DIDO  Qiteen  of  Carthage;  a  Tragedy.  Mr. 
Martw  aflifted  in  the  Compofition  of  this  Play.  The 
Dcil::  'f  taken  from  Virgil's  JE^.eids. 

II.  Sum- 
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II.  Summer's  laH  IVill  and  Teflament  ;  a  Comedy. 
This  Author  likcwife  writ  feveral  other  fmall  Pieces 
both  in  Verfe  and  Profe,  as  Pierce  PemiileJYs  Suppli- 
cation to  the  Devil)  a  Poem  call'd,  The  White  and  Red  > 
Herringy  &C. 


-  ALEXANDER  NEVILE. 

• 

A    YOUNG  Gentleman,  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign. 
of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  who,  at  the  Age  of 
Sixteen,  tranflated  the  following  Play  from  Seneca. 

OEDIPUS;  a  Tragedy,  1581.  Dedicated  to 
Dr.  JVotton.  This  Play  was  tranflated  Twenty 
Years  before  it  was  printed. 


Mr.  ROBERT  NEVILE. 

A  N  Author  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.     He- 
was  Pel  low  of  Kings  College,  Cambridge ^  and  writ 
one  Play,  call'd, 

"fhe  Poor  Scholar ;  a  Comedy,  printed  in  the  Year 
1662.     It  was  never  afted ;  but  in  a  Copy  of  Ver- 
fes  before  it,  are  thefe  Lines  in  its  Praife  : 
. 

Ben'j  Auditors  were  onceinfuch  a  Mood, 
That  he  was  fore1 *d  tofnear  his  Play  was  good: 
'Thy  Play  than  his  does  far  more  current  go t 
For  without /wearing  -well  believe  thine  fo* 
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BflWBWsoso^^ 
WILLIAM  'Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

f  •  1  HIS  Nobleman  defcended  from  the  Illuflrious 
I  and  ancient  Family  of  the  Cavendifies  ;  was  a 
zealous  Follower  of  the  Royal  Caufe,  which  occa- 
fion'd  his  Exile  with  King  Charles  II.  He  was  not 
only  a  Poet,  but  a  Perfon  of  the.  greateil  Loy- 
alty, a  Man  of  Bravery,  a  compleat  Statefman, 
and  his  generous  Encouragement  of  Poetry  ren- 
der'd  him  the  Mecanas  of  the  Age  wherein  he  iiv'd. 
He  writ  Four  Plays. 

I.  T'he  Country  Captain  ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  by  his 
Majefty's  Servants  in  the  Bla$rFryars,  1649.     This 
Play  was  fuppos'd  to  be  writ  during  his  Grace's 
Exile. 

II.  T'he  Exile;   a  Comedy,   acted  in  the   Black- 
Fryars,  1649.     Thefe  Plays  were  aded  with  great 
Applaufe,  and  printed  together. 

III.  'The  "triumphant  Widow,  or  T'he  Medley  of  Hu- 
mours',  a  Comedy,  acted  by  the  Duke  of  York's  Ser- 
vants, 1677.     Mr.  Skadwett  had  fo  good  an  Opinion 
of  this  Play,  that  he  borrowed  great  part  of  it  in 
his  Bury-Fair. 

IV.  'The  Humor  om  Lovers  ;   a  Comedy,  acted  by 
the  Duke's  Servants,  1  677. 

MARGARET  tDiitchefs  of  Newcaftle. 

HIS  Lady  (the  mod  voluminous  Dramatic!; 
Writer  of  our  Female  Poets)  was  Comfort  of 
the  foremention'd  Duke.  She  had  a  great  deal  of 
Wit,  and  a  more  than  ordinary  Propenfity  to  Dra- 

ma tick 
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matick  Poetry.  All  the  Language  and  Plots  of  her 
Plays,  Mr.  Langbatn  tells  us,  were  her  own,  which 
is  a  Commendation  preferable  to  Fame  built  on 
other  People's  Foundation,  and  will  very  well  atone 
for  inconliderable  Faults  in  her  numerous  Produc- 
tions. 

I.  ffhe  Female  Academy,  a  Comedy,  1662. 

II.  Love's  Adventures  ;  a  Comedy,  in  Two  Parts. 

III.  Nature  s  "Three  Daughters,  Beauty,  Love  and  Wit, 
in  Two  Parts,  a  Corned)  • 

IV.  The  Apocr)phal Ladies ',  a  Comedy.    This  Play 
conliils  of  an  extraordinary  Number  of  Scenes,  but 
it  is  not  divided  into  Ads. 

V.  Publick  Wooing-,   a  Comedy.     Several  of  the 
Characters  in  this  Play,  and  fome  of  the  Songs,  were 
written  by  the  Duke. 

VI.  Matrimonial  Troubles,  in  Two  Parts  -,  the  firfl 
being  a  Comedy,  the  lafl  a  Tragedy. 

VII.  The  Unnatural  Tragedy.     The  Prologue  and 
Epilogue  of  this  Piay  were  writ  by  the  Duke. 

VIII.  Bell  in  Campo',    a  Tragedy,   in  Two  Parts, 
In  the  fecond  Part  are  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes  writ- 
ten by  the  Duke. 

IX.  The  Comical  Hajh;  a  Comedy. 

X.  The  Lady's  Contemplation,  in  Two  Parts ;  a  Co- 
medy.    The  Duke  affifted  in  fome  Scenes  of  thefe 
Plays. 

XL  Youth's  Glory,  and  Death's  Banquet,  in  Two 
Parts ;  a  Tragedy.  Some  of  the  Scenes  in  this 
Play  were  written  by  the  Duke. 

XII.  Wits  Cabal ,  a  Comedy,  in  Two  Parts. 

XIII.  Several  Wits  ;  a  Comedy. 

XI V.  Religions;  a  Tragi-Comedy.     Thefe  Plays 
were  all  printed  together  in  Two  Vol. in  Fulw,  1662. 

XV.  The  Convent  of  P  leaf  lire,   i66S. 

XVI.  Tlie  Sociable  Companions,  or  The  Female  Wits* 
a  Comedy. 

XVII. 
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XVII.  The  Prefence;  2  Comedy.     This  Play  has 
Twenty  Nine  Scenes,   and  they  are  printed  lepa- 
rately. 

XVIII.  tfheRriAaUs\  a  Comedy. 

XIX.  The  Binding  World  ;    a  Comedy,  or  Two 
A6ts  of  a  Play  only,  it  being  never  perfected.  Thefc 
laft  mcnttOfta  Plays  are  publifh'd  in  one  Volume, 
Folio,  1668. 

Her  Grace  wrote  a  Volume  of  Poems  in  Folio, 
1653  j  as  alfo  her  own  Life,  1656,  and  the  Life  of 
the  Duke  of  Newcaflle,  her  Husband,  in  Engliffi  and 
Latin,  1  66%,  in  Two  Volumes  in  Folio. 


Mr.  THOMAS  NEWTON. 

NE  of  the  Tranflatovs  of  Seneca  s  Tragedies? 
in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  The  Play 
he  did  was  the 

THEBAIS,  a  Tragedy.  This  Play  by  fome 
Perfons  is  believ'd  not  to  be  Semcas,  by  reafcn  jo- 
csifta  appears  alive  in  it  throughout,  and  in  OEdipus 
fne  is  kill'd;  and  it  is  not  very  probable  that  he 
fhould  write  Two  Plays,  wherein  the  iame  Perfon 
is  reprefented,  with  fuch  a  Difference  in  the  Cataf- 
tropke. 

He  join'd  with  Mr.  Jjfper  !&}iuood  and  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Nevile  in  tranflating  the  reil  of  Seneca  s  Plays  ; 
and  he  publiuYd  them  all,  bsing  Ten  in  Number, 
and  Dedicated  them  to  Sir  Thomas  Heneage. 


Mr. 
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.   THOMAS  NORTON,  and 
T  H  o  M  AS  SACK  VILE, 


were  Confederates  in  Poetry,  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  the  Latter  was 
afterwards  made  Lord  Buckburft,  and  in  i  Jac.  I, 
created  Earl  of  Dorfst.  They  writ  a  Play,  called, 

F  £  R  R  E  x  ^;z^  P  o  R  R  E  x  ;  a  Tragedy,  printed  ^w/. 
1565  ;  but  fince  alter'd,  with  the  Title  of, 

GORBODUC;  a  Tragedy,  1  5  po.  This  PI  ay  was 
prefented  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  I?mer-7emple  be- 
tore  the  Queen,  and  was  accounted  an  excellent 
Piece.  The  Plot  from  the  Englijh  Chronicles, 


i 


.  THOMAS  O  T  w  A  Y. 

HIS  Gentleman  was  the  Son  of  Mr.  Humphrey 
Otuay,  Reclor  of  Wolbeding  in  Sujfex,  born  at 
Trottinm  the  fame  County,  on  the  $&Qf  March,  1651* 
He  was  educated  at  fJSmchefter,  and  removed  from 
thence  to  Chrifl-Church  in  Oxford,  where  he  did  not  con^ 
tinue  long  enough  to  take  any  Degree.  I  have  heard 
at  Camli  jdge,  that  he  went  afterwards  to  St.  John's 
College  in  that  Univerhty,  which  feems  very  proba- 
ble from  a  Copy  of  Verfes  of  Mr.  Duke's  to  him,  be- 
tween whom  there  was  a  faft  Friendfhip  to  the 
Death  of  Mr.  Orway.  He  appear'd  upon  the  Stage 

O  with 
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with  no  great  Succeis  at  firft,  but  rofe  upon  the 
World  in  every  Attempt,  'till  at  laft  he  gave  it  two 
as  fine  and  finifhed  Tragedies  as  the  Englijb  Theatre 
ever  faw.  His  Fortune  was  as  mix'd  and  various 
as  his  Wit,  fometimes  exceeding  low,  and  fometimes 
at  a  more  gay  and  flourishing  heighth.  The  Earl  of 
Plimouth,  one  of  King  Charleys  Sons,  feems  to  be  his 
firii  Patron,  by  whofe  Intereft  he  was  made  a  Cor- 
net of  Horfe,  but  foon  quitted  his  Oommiffion,  and 
returned  to  writing  for  the  Stage.  It  looks  as  if 
there  was  no  very  good  Under/landing  between  him 
and  Mr.  Dryden,  which  he  hints  at  in  one  of  his 
Prefaces ;  and  this  is  the  more  probable  from  his 
Intimacy  with  Mr.  Shadwell,  who  was  the  very  A- 
verfion  of  Mr.  Dry  den.  He  was  certainly  a  Man  of 
excellent  Parts,  and  a  bold  fprightly  Genius,  but 
fullied  with  a  Misfortune  too  incident  to  great  Wits, 
a  ftrong  and  violent  Inclination  to  Pleafure,  which 
often  flung  him  into  Want  and  Mifery.  His  Com- 
pany being  much  coveted  by  the  gay  and  witty 
Part  of  the  World ;  and  he  too  negligent  of  the  Con- 
fequences  of  a  drinking  Converfation,  led  the  beft 
and  brighteft  Part  of  his  Days  in  a  Tavern.  Thus 
thro'  many  Stages  of  Mirth  and  Bitternefs,  and  al- 
ternate Returns  of  Jollity  and  Poverty,  he  ftruggled 
on  to  the  Thirty  Fourth  Year  of  his  Age,  when  he 
died  on  the  i  ^th  of  April,  i685,ataPublick-Houfe  on 
*f<rwer-*HiU.  Great  Things  might  have  been  expe&ed 
from  fo  happy  a  Genius  as  that  which  could  write 
The  Orphan,  ard  Venice  Prefe, -v yd,  where  the  Paflions 
are  touchVl  with  the  moft  mafterly  Strokes,  and  the 
Stile  is  withal  fc  eafy,  flowing  and  natural.  Some 
pretend  that  he  left  a  finifh'd  Tragedy  behind  him  ; 
but  ihat  Piece  is  a  poor  Performance,  not  in 
Mr.  Oruiy's  Hand,  ana  very  unwortny  of  him.  He 
writ  Nine  Plays. 
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I.  ALCIBIADES;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Duke 
of  Tm'/ts  Theatre,  1675.     Dedicated  to  Charles  Earl 
of  Dorfet  and  Middlefex.     The  Story  of  this  Play  is 
taken  from   Corn.  Nepos,  and  Plutarch  in  the  Life  of 
Alcibiades ;    but  he  has  made  Alcibiades  a  Perfon  of 
true  Honour,  chufing  rather  to  lofe  his  Life  than 
wrong  his  Defender  King  Agis,  or  abufe  his  Bed, 
whereas  Plutarch  gives  him  a  different  Character. 

II.  TITUS  and  BERENICE;  a  Tragedy,  aded 
at  his  Royal  Highnefs's  Theatre,  1677.     Dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  John  Earl  of  Rochcfter. 
This  Play  confifts  of  but  Three  Acts,  and  is  a  Tranf- 
lation  from  Monfieur  Racine  into  Heroick   Verfe. 
For  the  Story,  fee  Suetonius,  Dionyjlm,,  Jofephw,  dec, 
To  which  is  added,  The  Cheats  of  Scapin  ;   a  Farce, 
acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1577.     This  is 
a  Translation  from  Aloliere,  and  is  originally  Terence's 
Phormio. 

III.  Friendship  in  Fajhion ;  a  Comedy,  a<5ted  at  the 
Duke's  Theatre,  1678.     Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of 
Dorfet  and  Middlefex.     This  Play  was  a&ed  with 
Applaufe. 

IV.  DON  CARLOS,  Prince  of  Spain  j  a  Tragedy, 
acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1579.     Dedi- 
cated to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Ddke.     This  Play 
is  written  in  Heroick  Verfe,  and  Mr.  Langbain  tells 
us,  it  was  the  fecond  Production  of  this  Author,     It 
was  aded   with  very  great  Applaufe.     The  Plot 
from  the  Novel  calPd,  Don  Carlos:    See  alfo  the 
Spanifo  Chronicles,  in  the  Life  of  Philip  II. 

V.  The  Orphan,     or    T^he  Unhappy    Marriage  °,     a 
Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  id8o, 
Dedicated  to  her   Royal  Highnefs   the   Dutchefs. 
This  is  a  very  moving  Play^  and  often  acted  with 
great  Applaufe,  tho'  it  is  not  heightened  by  the  Im- 
portance of  Characters,     It  is  founded  on  the  Hif- 
tory  of  Brandon^  and  a  Novel  call'd,  T%e  Englifi  Ad- 
wntures,  Q  a  VL 
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VI.  'The  Hiflory  and  Fall  ofCAiusMARius;  a 
Tragedy,  a&ed  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1680.     De- 
dicated to  the  Lord  Vifcount  Falkland.     Chara&ers 
of  Marim  junior  and  Lavinia   are  borrow'd   from 
Shakeffear's  Romeo  and  Juliet.     For  the  Plot,  confult 
Plutarch's  Life  of  Cairn  Marim,  and  Lucans  Pharfalia. 

VII.  The  Soldier's  Fortune  \  a  Comedy,,  afted  at  the 
Duke's  Theatre,  1681.     This  Play  is  Dedicated  to 
Mr.  Bentley  his  Bookfeller,   as  an  Acquittance,  for 
the  Copy-Money,  as  he  tells  us  himfelf.     The  Lady 
Dunce  making  her  Husband  Agent,  is  from  Moliere 
L'Efcole  de  Marts.     See  likewife  Boccace's  Novels,  D. 
3 .  N.  3  •     Scarrons  Comical  Romance,  f.  227.  The  An- 
tiquary, &c. 

VIII.  The  AtheiH,  or  The  Second  Part  of  the  Soldier's 
Fortune ;    a  Comedy,   afted  at  the  Duke  of  York's 
Theatre,  1 684.    Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Eland,  eldeft 
Son  to  the  Marquifs  of  Halifax.     The  Plot  of  Beau- 
gar  d  and  Portia  taken  from  Scarrons  Imifibk  Miflrefs, 
a  Novel- 

IX.  Venice  Preferv'd,  or  A  Plot  Di fewer  d ;  a  Tra* 
gedy,  aded  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  168.5.     Dedica- 
ted to  the  Dutchefs  of  Portfmwih*     This  Play  is  al- 
ways acted  with  very  great  Applaufe.     The  Plot 
from  a  little  Book,  giving  an  Account  of  the  Con- 
fpiracy  of  the  Spaniards  againft  Venice.     All  thefe 
Plays,-  with  fome  of  his  Poems  and  Love-Letters,  are 
printed  in  Two  Volumes,  1 2°. 

He  likewife  writ,  'the  Poets  Complaint  to  his  Mufe% 
a  fmall  Piece  \  and  a  Paftoral  on  the  Death  of  King 
Charles  II,  rand  publifh'd  r.n  excellent  Tranflation  from 
the  French,  call'J,  'The  H/ftcry  of  the  'Triumvirate. 


Mr, 
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.  JOHN  OLDMIXON. 

HIS  Gentleman,  now  living,  is  defcended  from 
the  ancient  Family  of  the  Oldmixons  of  Oldmixon, 
near  Bndgwater  in  Somerfet/hire.  He  has  writ  the 
Three  following  Dramatick  Pieces  : 

I.  AMYNTASJ  a  Paftoral,  prefented  at  the  Thea- 
tre Royal.     Dedicated  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Marl- 
borough.     It  is  taken  from  the  Amynta  of  Taffo,   and 
the  Preface  informs  us,  that  it  met  with  but  ill  Suc- 
cefs  ;   for  Paftoral,  tho'  never  fo  well  writ,  is  not  a 
Subjed:  fit  for  a  long  Entertainment  on  the  Englijh 
Theatre  :    But  the  Original  pleas'd  in  Italyy  -where 
the  Performance  of  the  Compofer  of  the  Mufick  is 
generally  more  regarded  than  that  of  the  Poet. 

II.  Toe  Grove,  or  Love's  Paradife  ;  an  Opera. 

III.  *fhe  Governor  of  Cyprm',    a  Tragedy,  afted 
at  the  Theatre  Royal. 


^ 


.   OWE  N. 

HIS  Gentleman  was  educated  at  Eton-School, 
_     and  from  thence  remov'd  to  Kings  College  in 
Cambridge.     He  has  writ  one  Play,  called, 

HYPERMNESTRA,   or  Love  in  "Tears  ;    a  Tra- 
gedy. 


O  3  Mr. 
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.  JOHN  OZELL. 

A  GENTLEMAN  (now  living).  He  receiv'd 
~  the  Rudiments  of  his  Education  from  Mr.  SHAW, 
an  excellent  Grammarian,  Mafter  of  the  Free-School 
at  AJhby  de  la  Z,ouch  in  Leiceflerjhire,  in  or  near  which 
Town,  Somebody,  who  knew  the  faid  Mr.  OZELL 
a  School-Boy,  and  had  particular  Obligations  to  his 
Family,  has,  'tis  faid,  lately  left  him  competent 
Means  to  live  on,  whenever  he  thinks  fit  to  retire 
from  Bufinefs.  He  fmifh'd  his  School-Learning  un- 
der the  Reverend  Mr.  Montfort  of  Chrijfs  Hofpital> 
where  having  attained  the  Latin  y  Greek  and  Hebrew 
Tongues,  he  was  defign'd  to  be  fent  to  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Cambridge  in  order  to  Priefthood ;  but  he 
chofe  rather  to  be  plac'd  in  an  Office  of  Publick 
Accompts  in  London,  being  qualify Jd  for  the  fame  by 
his  Skill  in  Arithmetick,  and  writing  the  neceflary 
Hands.  He  has  fince,  at  Intervals,  by  reading  the 
belt  Foreign  Authors,  and  much  perfonal  Converfa- 
tion  with  Travellers  from  abroad,  made  himfelf 
Mafter  of  moft  of  the  living  Languages,  efpecially 
the  French,  Italian  and  Sfanijh ;  from  all  which,  as 
well  as  the  Latin  and  Greek,  he  has  obliged  the  World 
with  a  great  many  valuable  Tranflations  ;  amongft 
y/hich  are  thefe  Six  French  Plays. 

I.     B  R  I  T  A  N  N  I  C  U  S. 

II.  A  L  E  x  A  N  D  E  R   the  Great.      Two   Tragedies 

*  4.  J 

from  Racine, 

III.  The  LITIGANTS;  a  Comedy,  from  Racine. 

IV.  M  A  N  1. 1  u  s    C  A  P  i  T  o  1 1  N  u  s  ;   a  Tragedy> 
from  Monlieur  La  F<j/e. 

V.  T^Clftj  a  Tragedy,  from  Corneiffc. 

• 

Yf 
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VI.  C  A  T  o  ;  a  Tragedy.  From  Monfieur  Des 
Champs,  acted  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincolm-lnn-Fieldsy 
iji6.  Dedicated  to  Count  J/'olkra,  the  Emperor's 
Envoy.  To  which  is  added,  A  Parallel  between 
this  Play  and  Mr.  Addifons  CA  TO.  Befides  thefe, 
Mr.  O^ell  has  tranflated  all  Moliere's  Plays,  which 
are  printed  in  Six  Volumes  in  12°;  and  has  by  him, 
ready  for  the  Prefs,  A  Collection  of  fome  of  the 
bell  Spamfi  and  Italian  Plays,  from  Calderon,  A,et;ny 
Ricciy  and  Lopez,  de  Vega.  It  mufl  be  co^feft,  his 
Transition  of  Moliere  is  in  fome  Places  fHft",  occa- 
fionM  by  the  Original  being  in  Rhime,  which,  when 
dismounted  into  Profe,  will  unavoidably  run  lefs 
fmooth,  than  if  the  Original  had  been  written,  as 
our  Comedies  are,  in  Profe. 


.  JOHN  PALSGRAVE. 

AN  Author,  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Henry  VIII,  was  Batchelor  of  Divinity,  and 
Chaplain  to  the  King.    He  writ  one  Play,  call'd, 

ACOLASTUS;  a  Comedy,  1540.  Dedicated  to 
the  King.  It  is  a  Tranflation  from  a  Latin  Play  of 
the  fame  Name,  writ  by  Gulielmtt*  Fulloniw.  'Tis 
the  Parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son;  and  the  Author  has 
endeavoured  to  imitate  Terence  and  Plautm  in  the 
O  Economy. 


O  4  Mr. 
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.    P  E  A  P  s. 


A    N  Eton  -Scholar,   who  at  Seventeen  Years  of 

Age  writ  a  Dramatick-Paftoral,  call'd, 
Low  in  its  Extafy,  1649.     This  Piece  was  com- 
pos'd  many  Years  before  printed. 


GEORGE    PEEL. 

"'  HIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 

Elizabeth.  He  was  educated  at  Chrift-Church- 
Col/ege,  Oxford,  where  he  took  the  Degree  of  Mailer 
of  Arts.  He  writ  two  Plays. 

I.  EDWARD^  Fir&  -,  an  Hiflorical  Play,  1  5^:5  . 
This  King  was  furnam'd  Long  Shanks  ;  and  the  Play 
gives  an  Account  of  his  Return  from  the  Holy  Lcwd> 
with  the  Life  of  Llevxllin,  Rebel  in  Wales:   It  alfo 
relates  the  Story  of  Queen  Eleanor's  linking  near 
Cbaring-Crcfs,  and  rifing  again  at  Queen-Hithe,  before 
called  Potter*  s-Hitht.     For  the  Story,  fee  Walfingbam> 
Graftm^  Martin,  Hollwgthtady  Stow,  and  other  Evglijh 
Chronicles. 

II.  DAVID  and  BERSHEBA,    their  Loves,    with 
the  'Tragedy  of  Atfalom>  1599.     This  Play  was  feveral 
times   acted  with  Approbation.      Plot  from  Holy 
Scripture. 

Mr.  Laxgbain  mentions  feme  Remains  of  Poetry 
written  by  this  Author,  publifh'd  in  a  Book  call'd, 
England's  Helicon. 


MARY 
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MARY  Counters  of  P  E  M  B  R  o  K  E. 

A  LADY  worthy  the  highcft  Praife  and  Com- 
mendation.  She  was  that  Sifter  of  the  Famous 
Sir  Philip  Sidney,  to  whom  he  Dedicated  his  incom- 
parable Romance,  cali'd,  'The  Arcadia.  She  was  not 
only  a  Lover  of  the  Mufes,  but  a  great  Encourager 
of  polite  Learning,  which  is  very  rarely  to  be  found 
in  any  ot  that  Sex.  Mr.  Samuel  Daniel  very  much 
commends  this  Lady.  She  tranflated  a  Play  from 
the  French,  cali'd, 

A  N  T  o  N  i  u  s,  or  The  Tragedy  of  Mark  Anthony 


<SMrs.  CATHARINE  PHILIPS. 

TH  E  matchlefs  O  R  i  N  D  A  was  born  in  Ereck- 
nockjlire  in  Wales,  and  (he  was  a  Contempo- 
rary with,  and  admir'd  by  the  Great  Copley.  Mr. 
Langbain,  to  do  him  Juflice,  is  very  good  natur'd  in 
his  Account  of  this  Lady.  He  faysfhe  was  one  that 
equall'd  the  Lesbian  SAPPHO,  and  the  Roman  Su  L- 
p  i  T  i  A  ;  and  as  they  were  prais'd  by  Horace,  Mar- 
tial, Aufomw,  and  other  ancient  Poets  i  fo  was  this 
Lady  commended  by  the  Earls  of  Orrery,  Rofcomon, 
Cow  ley,  FLitman,  and  other  eminent  Poets.  She 
tranflated  two  Plays  from  the  French  of  Corneille. 

I.  HORACE;  a  Tragedy,  1  678.  Sir  John  Den- 
ham  added  a  Fifth  Ad  to  this  Play  -,  and  it  was  pre~ 
Tented  at  Court  by  P^rfons  or  Quality.  The  Duke 
of  Monmouth  fpoke  the  Prologue,  wherein  are  thefe 
Lines  ; 

So 
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So  f  oft,  that  to  our  Shame  we  under  flandy 
They  could  not  fall  but  from  a  Lady's  Hand. 
"ffnts  while  a  Woman  HORACE  did  Tray/late^ 
HORACE  did  rife  above  a  Roman  Fate. 

II.  P  o  M  P  E  Y  ;  a  Tragedy,  aded  at  the  Duke  of 
Tork's  Theatre,  1678.  This  Play  is  Dedicated  to 
the  Countefs  of  Corky  and  was  a&ed  with  very  great 
Applaufe.  My  Lord  Rofcomon  writ  the  Prologue, 
wherein  he  thus  Compliments  the  Ladies  and  the 
Tranflator. 

-  Tou  bright  Nymphs,  give  Caefar  leave  to  H'rooy 

'fhe  greatest  Wonder  of  the  World  but  Touy 

And  hear  a  Mufey  who  has  that  Hero  taught 

'To  ffeak  as  genroufly  as  e'er  he  fought. 

Whofe  Eloquence  from  fuch  a  Theme  defers 

All  Tongues  but  Englilh,  and  all  Pens  but  Hers. 

By  the  Juft  Fates  your  Sex  is  doubly  blef?, 

Ton  Conquer*  d  Csefar,  and  you  Praife  him 


She  died  of  the  Small-Pox,  Anno  1664,  in  the 
3ift  Year  of  her  Age.  Thefe  Plays  were  ptiblifli'd. 
in  Mrs.  PbiJips's  Collection  of  Poems,  in  fbtzo,  and 
are  lately  reprinted  in  O^avo.  There  is  likcwifc 
extant  a  Volume  of  excellent  Letters,  which  pafs'd 
between  her  and  Sir  Charles  Cutterell  ,  under  the 
feign'd  Names  of  Orinda  and  Polyarchm. 


WILLIAM    PHILIPS,    Efq; 

A    GENTLEMAN  educated  in  the  Kingdom 
•^  of  L-dand,  Author  of  one  Play,  call'd, 

T'he  Revengeful  Queen  ;  a  Tragedy,  ac~ted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1698.  The  Story,  the  Author  tells 
us,  is  taken  from  Mac  travel's  fftftory  of  Florence. 

AM- 
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AMBROSE  PHILIPS,  Efq; 

NO  W  a  Jullice  of  the  Peace,  formerly  Fellow 
of  St.  Johns  College,  Cambridge.  His  Excel- 
lency in  Poetry  is  Paftoral,  wherein  he  has  equall'd 
his  Contemporaries  both  French  and  Englijk,  and 
gained  a  great  Reputation.  He  has  oblig'd  the  World 
with  one  Play. 

'flie  Diflrefid  Mother  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal  with  great  Applaufe,  1713.  Dedi- 
cated to  the  Dutchefs  of  Mount  ague.  This  Play  is 
chiefly  a  Tranflation  from  the  French  of  Racine. 


HP 


MARY    P  i  x. 

HIS  Gentlewoman  was  the  Daughter  of  Mr. 
Griffith,  an  eminent  Clergyman,  born  at  Nettle- 
led  in  Oxfordshire,  and  by  her  Mother's  Side  was  de- 
fc  ended  from  a  very  confiderable  Family,  that  of  the 
Wallu's.  She  has  given  us  Seven  Plays,  viz,. 

I.  The  Sfanifi  Wlies  j  a  Farce  of  three  A<5ts,  a&ed 
at   the   Theatre  in  Dorfet-Garden,   1696,  with  Ap- 
plaufe.     Dedicated  to  the  Honourable  Sir  'fhomcu 
Tiffing.     For  the  Plot,  fee  the  Novel  of  the  Pilgrim. 

II.  I  B  R  A  H  i  M  the  XII  (by  her  Miftake  call'd  the 
XIII)  Emperor  of  the  Turks  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,   16515.     Dedicated  to  Richard 
Minchal,  Efq;     This  Pi  ay  has  not  the  Harmony  of 
Numbers,  nor  a  Sublimity  of  Expreffion;  but  the 
Diftrefs  of  Morena  is  very  moving.     The  Siory  is  to 
be  found  in  Sir  Paul  Ricaut's  Continuation  of  the 
Turkrft  Hiftcry. 

IIL 
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III.  *fhe  Innocent  Miflrefs ;  a  Comedy,  adted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Little  Lincolns-Inn-Field<y.  by  his  Majefty's 
Servants,  i<5py.     This  Play  met  with  very  good  Sue- 
cefs,   tho'  a&ed  in  the  Summer  Seafon.     She  has 
borrowed  fome  Incidents  from  other  Plays,  particu- 
larly Sir  Fofling  Flutter. 

IV.  Queen  CATHARINE,  or  T*he  Rnines  of  Love ; 
a  Tragedy,  aded  at  the  Theatre  in  Little  Lincolns- 
Jnn-Ftelds,   i6p8.      Dedicated   to    the    Honourable 
Mrs.  Cook  of  Norfolk.     For  the  Plot,  confult  Baker, 
Speed,  Stow,  &c.  in  the  Lives  of  Edward  IV,    and 
Henry  VI. 

V.  The  Deceiver  Deceived,    a  Comedy,    likewife 
aded   at   the   Theatre  in   Little  Limolns- Lin-Field^ 

98.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Robert  Ma/ham. 

VI-  *fhe  Cz,ar  of  Mufcovy ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-Lane. 

VII.  fhe  Double  Dtflrejs;  a  Tragedy.  Befides 
thefe  Plays,  (he  writ  a  very  ingenious  Novel,  call'd, 
7^  Inhuman  Cardinal.  Dedicated  to  the  Princefs 
Anne  of  Denmark. 


SAMUEL   PORDAGE, 

A    GENTLEMAN,  of  the  Honourable  So- 
ciety of  Lincolns-lm    in    the    Reign  of    King 
Charles  II.     He  writ  two  Plays. 

I.  HEROD  and  M  A  R  i  A  M  N  E  ;  a  Tragedy,  atiled 
at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1675.  Dedicated  to  the 
Dutchcfs  of  Albemarle.  This  Play  was  writ  many 
Years  before  it  could  be  brought  on  the  Stage;  but 
when  it  appear'd,  it  was  well  received.  Plot  from 
Jofeph.  Hi  ft.  Philo-Judxnt,  and  Cleopatra^  a  Romance 
in  the  Story  of  Tyridates. 

II. 
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II.  The  Siege  of  Babylon ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  a&cd 
at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1678.  Dedicated  to 
her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Dutchefs.  This  Play  is 
founded  on  the  Romance  of  Caffandra. 


THOMAS   PORTER, 

HP  HIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of  King 
-*    Charles  the  I.  and  II.     He  writ  two  Plays. 

I.  The  Carnival;  a  Comedy,  aded  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  by  his  Majefty's  Servants,  1  664. 

II.  7%e  Villain  ;  a  Tragedy,  afted  at  the  Duke  of 
York's  Theatre  with  great  Applaufe. 

0SmSSX9SJ8S^^ 

GEORGE  POWELL. 


A  N  excellent  Player.  He  died  in  the  Year 
J[\.  1714,  and  was  interr'd  in  the  Vault  of  the 
Pa~ifh-Church  of  St.  Clements  Danes.  He  has  given 
us  four  Plays. 

I.  BRUTUS  of  Alia,  or  A  u  G  u  s  T  u  s*s  Triumph  ; 
a  Dramatick  Opera,  prefented  at  the  Theatre  in 
Dorfet-Garden,  1690.     This  Play  is  entirely  taken 
from  Mr.  "fate's  Brunts  of  Alla^  and  other  old  Plays, 

II.  The  Treacherous  Brother  ;    a  Tragedy,  likewife 
a6lcd  at  the  Theatre  Royal,   1690.     Dedicated  to 
the  Patentees  of  the  Theatre.     Plot  taken  from  the 
Wall-Flower,  a  Romance  writ  by  Doctor  Eaily. 

III.  ALPHONSO,  King  of  Naples}    a  Tragedy, 
aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal,   i6^>i.     Dedicated  to 
the  Dutchefs  of  Ormond. 

IV.  A  very  Good  Urije  ;    a  Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1^95.    .Dedicated  to  the  Honour 

able 
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able  Alexander  Popham,  Efq;     The  Prologue  to  this 
Play  is  writ  by  Mr.  Congreve. 

Mr.  THOMAS  PRESTON. 

A  N    ancient  Poet,   who  writ  one   Play  in  old 
•"•  Metre,  called, 

A  lamentable  Tragedy,  mixt  full  of  fleafant  Mirth  ,• 
containing  the  Life  of  CAMBYSES,  from  the  Beginning 
of  his  Reign  unto  his  Death  ;  his  one  good  Deed  of  Exe- 
cution, after  the  many  wicked  Deeds,  and  tyrannous  Mur- 
ders committed  by  and  through  him  :  And  latl  of  #$>  his 
odious  Death,  by  God's  Juftice  appointed.  The  Story 
is  taken  from  Herodotus  and  Juftin. 


.  EDMUND  PRESTWICH. 


HIS  Author  writ  two  Plays,  •viz,. 

I.  HIPPOLITUS;  a  Tragedy,   1641.     The 
Plot  is  taken  from  Seneca,  or  the  Phadra  of  Euripides. 
II.  T'he  Hectors  >  a  Tragedy. 


0, 

FRANCIS  QJJ  A  R  L  E  s, 


THIS  Gentleman  was  Son  of  ^ww  Quarles, 
Efq;  Clerk  of  the  Green-  Cloth,    and  Purveyor 
to  Queen  Elizabeth.     He  was  born  at  Stewards,  a 

Seat 
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Seat  in  the  Parifh  of  Rnmford  in  EJfex ;  from  whence 
he  was  fcnt  to  Peter- Houfe,  and  hniuVd  his  Educa- 
tion in  Chri  ft -College,  Cambridge  :  Afterwards  he  was 
a  Member  of  Lincolns-Inn,  Cupbearer  to  the  Queen 
of  Bohemia,  and  Secretary  to  Arch-Bifhop  Ujher. 
He  endui'd  a  fevere  Profecution  for  writing  a  Book 
call'd,  'fhe  Loyal  Convert.  He  died  the  Year  1644, 
in  the  Two  and  Fiftieth  Year  of  his  Age,  and  was 
buried  in  St.  Fofar's  Church,  London.  He  writ  one 
Play,  call'd, 

"The  Virgin  Widow  -3  a  Comedy,  printed  in  the  Year 
1 645?. 

This  Author  writ  feveral  other  Pieces,  as  his 
Emblems,  a  Book  of  Poems,  in  which  are  the  Hif- 
tories  of  Sampfon,  Jonah,  Efther,  and  Job  Militant ; 
Argalus  and  Parthenia,  Pentalogia,  or  'The  QuinteJfeKce 
of  Meditation  j  T'he  Loyal  Convert ,  &c. 


R. 

.  THOMAS   RANDOLPH. 

AP  O  E  T  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.  He  was  born  at  Houghton  in 
Northampton/Jure ,  educated  at  Weftminftcr- School* 
from  whence  he  was  removed  to  Trinity- College,  Cam- 
bridge,,  where  he  became  Fellow  ;  but  he  died  young, 
He  was  a  Man  of  a  pregnant  Wit,  gay  Humour, 
and  of  excellent  Learning,  which  gain/d  him  the  Ef- 
teem  of  the  polite  Part  of  the  Town,  and  particu- 
larly recommended  him  to  the  Favour  of  Ben  John- 
oHy  who  adopted  him  one  of  his  Sons,  and  held  him 
in  equal  Efteem  with  the  ingenious  Mr,  Cartwigbt, 

an- 
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another  of  the  Laureates  adopted  Sons.     He  writ 
the  following  Plays  : 

I.  Hey  fur  Honefly,  Down  with  Knavery ,  a  Comedy, 
tranllated  from  Ariflofhaneis  Plutus,  1651. 

II.  'The  Jealous  Lovers  ;  a  Comedy,  p  re  fen  ted  be- 
fore their  Majeftics  at  the  Univeriity  of  Cambridge^ 
by  the  Students  of  Trinity-College,  1668.     This  Play 
was  commended  by  Copies  of  Ve tries  from  the  moil 
eminent  Wits  of  both  Universities,  and  was  acted 
with  Applaufe.     It  was  revived  on  the  Theatre  at 
London,  1685. 

III.  The  Mufes  Looking-Glafs  ;   a  Comedy,  i<58i. 
This  Play  was  tirft  called  by  the  Author,   T?he  En- 
wtainment,  and  was  very  much  commended  by  Sir 
j4fton  Cockdin   arid  Mr.  Rich  of  Chnft-Cburch-College, 
Oxon. 

IV.  A  n  i  s  T  i  P  p  u  s,  or  The  Jovial  Philofofber  -,   a 
Tragi-Comedy,   1688.      To  which  is  added,    The 
Conceited  Pedlar,  a  Farce. 

V-  A  M  Y  N  T  A  s,  or  The  Impofflbk  Dowry  ;  a  Paf- 
toral,  prcfented  before  the  King  and  Queen  at 
White-Hall,  1688.  Four  of  thefe  Plays  were  printed 
with  his  Poems  at  Oxford.  He  writ  an  Aniwer  to 
Ben  yobiffons  Ode  in  Defenfe  of  his  New  Inn,  to 
peifwade  him  not  to  leave  the  Stage,  which  begins 
thus  : 

BEN,  do  not  leave  the  Stage, 

'Caufe  'tis  a  loathfome  Age : 
For  Pnde  and  Impudence  will  groiu  too  bold, 

When  they  jl all  hear  it  told 
They  frighted  Thee  ;  /land  high  as  is  thy  Canfe, 

Their  Hifs  is  thy  Applaufe ; 

Mo,e  juTt  nere  thy  Dtfdain, 

Had  they  apfrav'd  th\  Vein  : 

So  Thou /or  fhem,  and  They  for  Thee  -we  Born; 
They  to  Inccnfc,  and  TJjou  &  much  to  Scorn. 

Mr. 
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.  EDWARD  RAVENSCROFT. 


HTHIS  Gentleman  was  defcended  from  an  an- 
cienc  Family.    He  enter'd  himfclf  of  the  Middle- 

* 

Temple,  but  made  no  Progrefs  in  the  Study  of  the 
Law.  Mr.  Langbain  gives  him  the  Character  of  Wit- 
Cotie&or.  He  publiuVd  Eleven  Plays,  «w'z,. 

I.  T'be  Carekfs  Lovers;    a  Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Duke  of  Tork's  Theatre,   1673.     Part  of  this  Play 
is  borrowed  from  Moliere'*  Monfieur  de  Pcurceaugnac. 

II.  Mamamouchi,  or  The  Citizen  turnd  Gentleman  ; 
a  Comedy,  aded  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1675.  De- 
dicated to  his  Highnefs  Prince  Rupert.     Part  of  this 
Play  is  taken  from  MoliereS  Ie  Burgees  Gentilbomme. 

III.  SCARAMOUCH  a  Phihfopher,  HARLEQUIN 
a  $dwl-Boji    BRAVO  a  Ale,  chant   and  Magician  ;  a 
Comedy,  aded  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1677.     This 
Play  is  written  after  the  Italian  Manner,  and  the 
Poet  boafts  of  having  brought  a  new  fort  of  Comedy 
on  our  Scage  ;    but  Mr.  Langbain  wiiJ  not  allow  any 
one  Scene  of  it  to  be  the  genuine  Offspring  of  his 
own  Brain,  and  efleems  him  rather  the  Midwife  than 
the  Parent  of  this  Piece.     Part  of  this  Play  is  taken 
from  Mo  Here's  h  Burgeois  Gentilhomme,  and  Le  Mar- 
riage Fores. 

IV.  7%e  Wrangling  Lovers  ,  or  'The  Li-ujfible  Miflrefa  ; 
a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke  of  Tory's  Theatre,i677. 
This  Play  is  founded  upon  Corneifles  Les  Engagements 
du  Hazard,  and  a  Sfanijh  Romance,  call'd,  Deceptio 
Vifa)  or  Seeing  and  Believing  are  two  'Things. 

V.  King  EDGAR  and  ALFREDA;   a  Tragedy, 
afted  at   the  Theatre  Royal,   1677.      This  Play 
Mr.  Langbaia  allows  to  be  the  Author's  own.     The 

P  Story 
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Story  is  taken  from  the  Annals  of  Lceve)  a  Novel,  and 
Malmesburyy  Grafton,  Stow,  Speed,  and  other  Englijh 
Chronicles. 

VI.  T*he  Englifo  Lawyer ;  a  Comedy,  a<5ted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1678.  This  is  only  a  Tranilation 
of  the  celebrated  Latin  Comedy  of  Ignoramus,  writ 
by  Mr.  Ruggle  of  Clare-Hall,  Cambridge. 

VIL  'fhe  London  Cuckolds  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
Duke  of  Turk's  Theatre,  1683.  This  is  the  moil 
diverting  Play  the  Author  ever  writ,  but  much  of 
it  is  borrow'd  from  Novels.  The  Plot  from  Scarrons 
Novels,  Novel  i.  "The  Fruitless  Precaution,  from  Les 
Comes  Du-Sieur  D'ouv/l/e,  Part  IL  p.  121,  and  from 
BGCC ace's  Novels. 

VIII.  Dame  DOE  SON,  or  The  Cunning  Woman-, 
a  Comedy,   ac~ted  at   the  Duke's    Theatre,    1684. 
This  is  a  Tranflation  of  a  French  Comedy,  called, 
La  DeveniYeffe,  ou  les  faux  Enchantments,  and  mifcar- 
ried  in  the  Action. 

IX.  The  Canterbury  Guefts,  or  A  Bargain  Broken  ;  a 
Comedy,  aclied  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  16^5.     De- 
dicated to  Rowland  Eyre,  Efq;     This  Play  met  with 
but  indifferent  Succefs. 

X.  T*he  Anatomift,  or  'The  Sham  Doctor ;  a  Comedy, 
ac~ted  with  Applaufe  at  the  Theatre  in  Little  Lincolns- 
Im-Ftelds,  1697.     Dedicated  to  T^homcu  Ravenf croft, 

Efq; 

XL  The  Italian  Husband ;  a  Tragedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Little  Lincoln s-Inn-Fields,  1697,  To  this 
Play,  beildes  the  Prologue,  is  prefixed  a  Dialogue, 
which  the  Author  calls  the  Prelude,  manag'd  by  the 
Poet,  a  Critic k,  and  one  Mr.  Peregrine,  the  Poet's 
Friend.  This  Poet  fcems  to  be  under  the  fame  Mif- 
take  with  fome  other  of  our  modern  Writers,  who 
are  tond  of  barbarous  and  bloody  Stories,  and  think 
no  Tragedy  can  be  good  without  fomc  Villain 
in  it. 

Mr. 
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o 

Mr.  Ravenfcroft   revived   and   alter  'd  Shake/fear's 

TITUS  A  N  D  R  o  N  i  c  u  s. 


P 


^&^^ 

Mr.  THOMAS  RAW  LIN  s. 

RINCIPAL    Graver  of   the  Mint  in  the 
Reigns  of  King  Charles  I,  and  II.     He  writ  two 
Plays, 

I.  The  Rebellion  ;  a  Tragedy,  a&ed  by  his  Ma  jetty's 
Company  of  Revels,  1  540.  Dedicated  to  Robert  Duciey 
Efq;  This  Play  was  aded  with  great  Applaufe,  and 
has  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes  in  its  Commendation. 

II.  TOM  ESSENCE,  or  T'he  Modifi  Wife  -,  a  Co* 
medy.     This  Play  fucceeded  very  well.     Part  of  ic 
is  taken  from  Moliere's  le  Cocu  Imaginaire. 


.  NATHANIEL  RICHARDS. 

ABOUT  the  Beginning  of  the  Civil  Wars,  in 
-     the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.     This  Gentleman 

writ  one  Play. 

MESSALINA,  the-  Roman  Emprefs  ;    a  Tragedy," 

acted  by  the  Company  of  his  Majeily's  Revels,  1  640. 

Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Vifcount  Rochford.     Plot  from 

Suetonius  ,  Claudian,  P  liny  >  ^Juvenal,  &c. 


€^^*E*^  t&&  $&& 

\ 
Mr.  AV  i  L  L  i  A  M    RIDER,  M.  A. 

AUTHOR  of  one  Play,  in  the  Reign  of  King 
^  X  Charles  II,  call'd, 

'the  Twins  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  a<51:ed  at  the  private 
Houfe  in  Salisbury-Court  with  Applaufe,  1655. 

Pa  Ni- 
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NICHOLAS  ROWE, 

HIS  Gentleman  was  born  at  Little  Berkford,  in 
the  County  of  Bedford.  He  is  defcended  from  the 
Family  of  the  Roiues  of  Lamerton  in  Devon/hire,  and 
is  the  only  furviving  Son  of  John  Rove,  Lfq,  Serjeant 
at  Law.  He  was  iirft  placed  to  a  private  School  at 
Highgate  ;  and  afterwards  put  under  the  Care,  of 
the  Reverend  Dr.  Bu&y,  in  HfyftmiKfter-School  ;  from 
thence  he  remov'd  to  the  Middle-Temple,  where,  af- 
ter a  coniiderable  Progrefs  in  the  Study  of  the  Law,he 
was  call'd  to  the  Bar,  and  attained  a  Reputation  fuit- 
able  to  his  Merit  ;  but  he  early  quitted  thofe  dry  and 
laborious  Studies,  to  pnrfue  the  more  pleaiing  Bent 
of  his  Genius  in  polite  Literature. 

He  was,  in  the  late  Reign,  near  Three  Years 
Under-Secretury  to  the  Duke  of  Queensborougb  and 
Dover,  Principal  Secretary  of  State  ;  and  iince  his 
Majefty's  Accfeffion,  he  has  had  conferred  on  him  the 
Places  of  Clerk  of  the  Council  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Poet-Laureat  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty,  one  of  the  Land-Surveyors  of  the  Cuftoms  in 
the  Port  of  London,  and  Secretary  of  the  Prefenta- 
tions  to  the  Lord  High-Chancellor  of  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Rove  is  eafy  and  inilructive  in  his  Converfa- 
tion,  polite  in  his  Manners,  and  perfectly  iincere  in 
his  Profeffions  of  Friendfhip.  In  his  Writings  there 
is  a  beauty  of  Expreffion,  a  mafterly  Wit,  a  nervous 
Strength,  and  a  Diction  more  exactly  Dramatick 
than  appears  in  the  Works  of  any  other  Modern 
Author.  His  Talent  is  Tragedy,  and  he  1ms 
oblig'd  us  with  the  following  Performances  : 

I.  "The  Ambitious  Step-Muher  ;  a  Tragedy,  Dieted  at 
the  Theatre  in  Lincoln-Lin-  Fields.  Dedicated  to  the 
€ari  of  Jerfey.  II.  T  A- 
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II.  TAMERLANE;   a  Tragedy,    a&ed  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincolm-  Inn-Fields.      Dedicated  to  the 
Marquifs  of  Hartif;gtony    now  Duke   ot   Devon/hire. 
This  Play  was  wrote  in  Compliment  to  King  Wil- 
liam III.  It  was  at  tirft  receiv'd  (and  continues  ilill  to 
be  aded)  with  very  great  Applaufe. 

III.  fhe  Fair  Penitent;    a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincolnis-  Inn-Fields.      Dedicated   to   the 
Dutchefs  of  Ormond. 

IV.  'the  Biter  ;    a  Comedy  of  Three  Acts.,  per- 
fonn'd  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincolns-  Inn-Fields. 

V.  ULYSSES;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Queen's 
Theatre  in  the  Hay-Market.     Dedicated  to  the  Earl 
of  Godolphin. 

VI.  The  Royal  Convert-,    a  Tragedy,  afted  at  the 
Queen's  Theatre  in  the  Hay~Market.     Dedicated  to 
Charles  Earl  of  Halifax. 

VII.  1'he  Tragedy  of  JANE  SHORE;   written  in 
Imitation  of  Skate/pear's  Stile,  acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  in  Drury-Lane.     Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of 
Queensbdrough  and  Dover. 

VIII.  The  "tragedy   of  the  Lady  JANE    GRAY; 
afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-Lane.     Dedi- 
cated to  her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales. 

All  Mr.  Rove's  Tragedies  have  fucceedwd,  and 
indeed  they  cannot  be  too  much  applauded.  They 
are  now  printed  in  Two  Volumes  12°,  with  a  ge- 
neral Dedication  to  Edward  Henry  Earl  of  Warwick 
and  Holland.  Belides  thefe,  and  his  other  Poetical 
Writings,  he  has  given  us  an  excellent  Translation 
of  Luc  AN. 

I  cannot  omit  concluding  with  what  a  certain 
Gentleman  has  obfervd  of  Mr.  Rou-e,  which  is  the 
more  juft  for  being  mention'd  in  a  Satire.  " 

9tjw<M  HJ  that  wrote  Immortal  Tamerlane. 


Faction  Difplay'd, 

P  3  Mr. 
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.Mr.   WILLIAM   R  o  \v  L  E  Y. 

A  POET  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charle*  I.     He  was  fome   time  a  Student  at 
Pembroke-Hall,  Cambridge,  and  not  only  well  known 
to;  but  aflociatcd  with  $hakejfearj  Fletcher,  Maffinger, 
ft  on,  Webfter,  and  other  eminent  Poets  of  that 
.     He  writ  Six  Plays. 

I.  A  New  Wonder,  a  Woman  never  Vext ;  a  Come- 
dy, afted  Anno  1632.     The   Widow's  finding  her 
Wedding-Ring,  (which  fhe  dropt  crofling  the  Thames} 
in  the  Belly  of  a  Fim,  is  taken  from  the  Story  of 
Polycr&tes  in  the  Thalia  of  Herodotw. 

II.  A  Match  at  Midnight  ;   a  Comedy,  aded  by 
the  Children  of  the  Revels,  1033.     Part  of  the  Plot 
is  taken  from  a  Story  in  the  Englijh  Rogue,  Part  IV. 
c.  19. 

III.  AffskFl  by  Lu& ;  a  Tragedy,  aded  at  the 
Phoenix  in  Drnry-Lane,    by  the  Lady  Elizabeth's  Ser- 
vants, 1633.     This  was  edeem'd  a  very  good  Play. 
Story   from  Smites  Aimal,    lib.  i.  c.  i.  Turquet,  lib. 
5.c.  30.  Unfortunate  Lovers,  Nov.  3. 

IV.  A  Shoemaker's  a  Gentleman ;  a  Comedy,  acted 
at  the  Red  Bull,  1638.     This  Play  was  afterwards 
revived  at  the  Theatre  in  Dorfct-Garden.     Plot  from 
Criffin  and  CrifpitMm,  or  The  Hiftory  of  the  Gentle- 
Craft. 

V.  The  Witch  of   Edmonton  ;    a   Tragi-Comedy, 
afted  by  the  Prince's  Servants  at  the  Cockpit  in  Drury- 
Lane,  1658,     This  Play   was  afterwards  acted  ac 
Court  with  great  Applaufe. 

VI.  The  Birth  of  M  E  R  L  i  N,  or  The  Child  has  toil 
a  Father ,  a  Tragi-Comedy,  1662.     Plot  from  Geof. 

of 
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of  MfMmouth,  Pel.  Virgil,  Stow,  Speed,  &c.  Shakefpear 
iifliltcd  in  this  Play.  He  join'd  with  Middletui  in 
his  Sparijh  Gtffies,Wilfter\\\  his  rfhraciato  Wonder^  &c. 


,  . 

?^*  /'AS*  ''/l 


SAMUEL  ROWLEY. 

A  N  Author  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.     He 
fHl'd    himfelf  Servant  to  the  Prince  of  Wales ; 
and  two  Plays  appear  under  his  Name. 

I.  When  you  fee  me  you  know  me  ;  an  Historical  Play 
of  Henry  VIII,  with  the  Birth  and  virtuous  Life  of 
Edward  Prince  of  Wales,  ac~ted   by   the  Prince  of 
Wales' s  Servants,  1632.     Plot  from  the  Englijl  Chro- 
nicles, Lord  Herberts  Life  of  Henry  VIII. 

II.  Tfe  Noble  Sfunifo  Soldier,  or  A  Contract  Broken 
jufily  Revengd;    a  Tragedy,  printed  after  the  Au- 
thor's Death,  1634. 

C*^(v^i 

'  *  Y**1./^ 

'.    JOESPH      RUTTER. 

HIS  Gentleman  was  a  Dependant  on  the  Fa- 
mily of  the  Lord  Dorfet,  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I,  and  Servant  to  King  Charles  II.  He  writ 
one  Play,  and  tranilated  two  others,  by  the  Com- 
mand of  his  Majefty  and  the  Lord  Dorjet. 

I.  "the  Shepherd's  Hdyday,  a  Tragi-Comi-Pafloral, 
prefented  before  their  Mayflies   at  White- Hall,  by 
the  Queen's  Servants,  1 63  5.     Mr.  Langbaiii  {tiles  this 
Piece  the  Nobler  Sort  of  Pad  oral,  being  written  in 
Blank  Verfe/  " 

II.  The  C  i  p  ,  a  Tragi-Comedy,  a<5ted  before  their 
Ma  jellies  at  Court,  and  at  the  Cockpit  in  Dniry-Laxe, 

P  4  1637. 
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1637.  Dedicated  to  Edward  Earl  of  Dorfet.  A 
Translation  from  CorneiUe;  and  the  young  Lord  Dor- 
Jet  allifted  in  it. 

III.  The  CID,  Part  II ;  a  Tragl-Comcdy,  1640. 
Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Theophila  Cook.  This  Part  is 
alfo  a  Tranflntion  from  Comeitie.  Thefe  Plays  are 
founded  on  Hiilory  3  fee  Roderic  de  Toledo,  and  Ma- 
riana, &c. 


THOMAS    R  Y  M  E  R,  Efq; 

GENTLEMAN  born  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land,^ and  who  had  Univerfity  Education.  He 
was  a  Member  of  the  Society  of  Grays-Lm,  and  fuc- 
ceedcd  Mr.  Shadvell  as  Hiiloriographer  to  King 
Wilham  III.  He  was  a  Man  of  great  Learning, 
and  a  Lover  of  Poetry  ;  this  led  him  to  the  Perufal 
of  thofe  Authors  which  fet  him  up  for  a  Critick ;  but 
in  his  View  of  the  Tragedies  of  the  lafl  Age,  he  has 
been  more  fevere  than  juft  in  his  Criticifms  upon 
Shakeffcar  ;  and  I  am  of  Opinion  with  Mr.  Lanvbain, 
that  his  Talents  for  Dramatick  Poetry  were  very  in- 
ferior to  thofe  of  the  Perfons  he  cenfur'd.  He  writ 
one  Tragedy. 

EDGAR,  or  The  English  Monarch ;  an  Heroick 
Tragedy,  1*578.  Dedicated  to  King  CharJesll.  For 
the  Plot:,  confult  W.  Malme\bwy,  Huntingdon,Pd.  Vir- 
gil, H;gden,  Grafton,  Stow,  &c.  He  likewife  publimM 
ibme  Original  Poems  and  Tranflations.  He  had 
not  a  Genius  for  Poetry,  but  was  an  excellent  An- 
tiquary and  Hillorian.  Some  of  his  Pieces  relating 
to  our  Coxftitution  are  very  good  ;  and  his  valuable 
Collection  of  the  FOE  Dt  R  A^  &c.  will  be  a  iafting 
Monument  of  his  Worth. 

S.  Mr. 
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S. 

Mr.  THOMAS    SACKVILE, 

See  NORTON. 

Sir  THOMAS  St.  S  E  R  F  E. 

AS  C  O  TS  Gentleman,  who  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  II,  writ  a  Play,  called, 
T  A  R  u  G  o's  Wiles,  or   The  Coffee- Houfe ;    a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1668. 
Dedicated  to  the  Marquifs  of  Huntley.     Part  of  this 
Comedy  is  built  on  the  Sfanijl  Piay,    No  Puedefer,  or 
It  cannot  be.  The  late  Earl  of  Dorfet  writ  an  excellent 
Copy  of  Verfes  to  the  Author  upon  its  Publica- 
tion, which  are  as  follow  : 


A  R  u  G  o  gave  m  Wonder  and  Delight, 
When  he  obligd  the  World  by  Candle-light  : 
But  now  he's  ventured  on  the  Face  of  Day, 
T3  oblige  andferve  his  Friends  a  mbler  Way; 
Make  all  our  Old  Men  Wits,  Statesmen  the  Tc.ung, 
And  teach  evn  En  glim  Men  the  Englifli  Tongue. 
James,  on  whdfe  Reign  all  peaceful  Stars  didjmile, 
Did  but  attempt  th3  Uniting  of  our  I  fie. 
What  Kings,  and  Nature  y  only  could  defign, 
Shall  be  accompli] h'd  b\  this  Work  of  thine  : 
For  who  it  fac h  a  Cockney  in  his  Heart, 
Proud  of  the  Plenty  of  the  Souths;  n  Part, 
To  f corn  that  Union,  by  which  he  may 
Buafl  'two*  his  Country-man  that  writ  this  Play  ? 

Phoebus 
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Phoebus  bimfetfi  indulgent  to,  thy  Mufe, 

Hat  to  thy  Country  feat  this  kind  Excufe  : 

Fair  Northern  Lafs,  it  is  not  thro'  NegleJl 

1  court  thse  at  a  Drftancf,  but  Refpetl. 

I  cannrt  act,  my  Paffion  is  fo  great  y 

But  fil  make  up  in  Light,  'what  wants  in  Heat 

On  thee  I  will  &eftow  my  longs  ff  Days, 

And  crcuw  thy  ^om  with  ever  lofting  Bays  : 

My  Beams  that  reach  thee  ft  all  employ  their  Pow'rs 

To  ripen  Son  Is  of  Men,  not  Fruits  or  Flew'rs. 

Let  warmer  Climes  my  fading  Favours  buaRy 

Poets  and  Stars  flnne  bright  eft  in  the  Ficft. 


.  WILLIAM  S  A  M  P  s  o  N. 

A    GENTLEMAN  retained  in  the  Family  of 
Sir  Henry  Wilkughby,  of  Richley  in  Derbyjbire,  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.     He  writ  one  Play. 

*fhe  Voiu~  Breaker,  or  The  Fair  Maid  of  Clifton  in 
Nottingham-hire  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  with  ^reat  Ap- 
planfe,  i^^j.  Dedicated  to  Mrs.  Anne  H/;lloughby. 

He  alfo  join'd  with  Mr.  RLirkbam  in  his  Herod  and 
Antifater. 


ft. 
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GEORGE    SANDYS, 


HIS  Gentleman  was  Son  of  £Aw»Arch-Bilbop 

of  7c>;£,  bcrn  at  JBijbcp's  Thorp  in  Tvkjbire,  in 
the  Year  1577-  At  Eleven  Years  of  Age  he  was 
lent  to  the  Univerfky  of  Oxford,  and  cntcr'd  in 

J  * 

St.  Mary  s  Hall  there.  In  the  Year  r<5io,  (remark- 
able for  the  Murder  tof Henry\¥  tof  France)  he  made 
the  Tour  of  France,  baly,  Turkey ,  ra-cft'nc,  5;c.  and 

on 
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on  his  Return,  he  publilh'd  an  Account  of  his  TRA- 
VH.S,  and  the  following  Play. 

Ch-iffs  Pafliun  ;  a  Tragedy,  1640.  Dedicated  to 
King  Charles  I.  Tranllarcd  from  the  Latin  of  Hug* 
GrotiiH,  with  Annotations.  It  is  cxceJlcntly  well 
done,  and  in  the  Year  1688  it  was  reprinted. 

He  tranflated  Ovid's  Metamorpbofis ,  the  whole 
Fifteen  Books,  the  firfl  Book  of  Virgil's  JEneis,  &c. 
He  died  at  Boxley- Abbey  in  Kent,  being  the  Seat  of 
his  Nephew  Mr.  IViat,  Anno  1643,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Chancel  of  that  Church. 


ylfr.  CHARLES    SAUNDERS. 

A  YOUNG  Gentleman,  who,  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  II,  writ  a  Play  whilft  he  was 
a'  King's  Scholar  at  Weftminfter-Sc\\OQ\,  call'd, 

T  A  M BLE  R  L  A  i  N  the  Great ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1681.  This  Play  was  like  wife 
aded  before  the  King  at  Oxford,  with  great  Ap- 
piaufe ;  and  it  is  highly  commended  by  Mr.  Banks 
and  other  Poets,  Plot  from  After ia^  and  Tamerlane, 
a  Novel. 


i 


THOMAS    SCOT. 

HIS  Gentleman,  Secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Rox- 
burgh, was  educated  at  Weftmittjier-School,  from 


whence  he  removed  to  the  Umveriiry  of  Cambridge, 
and  there  finid/d  his  Education.  He  has  writ  two 
Plays. 

I.  *The  Mock-Marriage ;    a  Comedy,  a£bed  at  the 
Theatre  in  Dorfet-Garde;-^  1 5<p<5,    This  Play  met  with 

pretty 
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pretty  good  Succefs,  confidering  the  Seafon  of  the 
Year,  and  its  being  the  firft  Eilay  of  a  young 
Writer. 

II.  T'he  Unhappy  Kindnefi,  or  A  Fruitlefs  Revenge  ;  a 
Tragedy ,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal.  This 
is  only  Fletcher's  Wife  for  a  Month  alter 'd  j  and  the 
Chara&er  of  the  Wife  to  provoke  the  Husband  to 
eafe  her  of  her  Maidenhead,is  heightened  in  this  Play. 

&&&X&££^^ 

ELKANAH    SETTLE. 


N 


OW  Czty-Pcet.  This  Gentleman  was  fome 
_  time  at  Trinity-College,  Oxen  -3  upon  his  co- 
ming to  London,  and  being  pollefs'd  with  the  Spirit 
of  Poetry,  he  fpent  a  very  good  Fortune.  When 
his  Ncceffities  firft  obliged  him  to  write,  his  Uncer- 
tainty in  his  Political  Principles  did  him  a  Prejudice, 
and  at  laft  he  made  a  Refolntion  of  quitting  all  Pre- 
tenfions  to  State-Craft,  and  to  fculk  into  a  Corner 
of  the  Stage,  and  there  die  contented,  which  is  his 
own  ExprefTion  in  the  Preface  to  one  of  his  Pieces. 
He  has  writ  Fifteen  Plays,  with  various  Succefs  : 
His  Talent  is  Tragedy,  and  Mr.  Langbain  tells  us, 
that  he  was  Tragically  dealt  withal  by  Mr.  Dryden, 
in  his  Difnute  with  him.  His  Piays  are  as  follow: 

I.  "The  Emprefs  (f  Morocco ;  a  Tragedy,  adted  at 
the  DuLe  or  Tork's  Theatre  with  great  Applaufe. 
It  was  fo  much  in  Efleem,  as  to  be  performed  at 
Court ,  and  the  Lords  and  Ladies  ot  the  Bed- 
Chamber  play'd  in  it,  1673.  Dedicated  to  Henry 
Earl  of  Norwich,  Earl-Marmal  of  England.  This 
Play  is  writ  in  Heroick  Vede,  and  illultrated  with 
C..LS,  being  the  firit  Play  that  ever  was  fo  adorn'd. 
Mr.  D  }deiiy  Mr.  bkadiceti  and  Mr.  Crown  writ  againft 
it,  which  began  a  famous  Controverfy  betwixt 

the 
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the  Wits  of  the  Town,  wherein  Mr.  Dryden  was 
roughly  handled,  particularly  by  the  Lord  Rocbefter 
and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  Mr.  Settle  got  the 
better  of  the  Argument. 

II.  Love  and  Revenge  ;  a  Tragedy,   acted  at  the 
Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1675.     Dedicated  to  the 
Duke  of  Neii'caftle.     Great  Part  of  this  Play  is  ta- 
ken from  \The  Fatal  Contratt,  writ  by  Mr.  Hemmings. 

III.  CAMBYSES  King  of  Perjui;  a  Tragedy,  acted 
at  the  Duke's  Theatre,   1675.     Dedicated  to  the 
Dutchefs  of  Monmouth.    This  Tragedy  is  written  in 
Heroick  Verfe.     The  Plot  from  juftin,  lib.  i.  c.  9. 
Ammi anus  Mar cettirtuSy  lib.  23.    Herodotus ,  &c« 

IV.  The  Conqueft  of  China  by  the  'Tartars  ;    a  Tra- 
gedy, acted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1675.     Dedi- 
cated to  the  Lord    Howard  of  Caftle-Ripng.     This 
Play  is  likewife  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe,  and  founded 
on  Hiftory.     For  the  Story,  confult  Heylins  Cofmo- 
graphy,  "the  Conqueft  of  China,    written  by  Palafax, 
Lewis  de  Gufman,  &c. 

V.  IBRAHIM,  the  Illuftrmis  Baffa;   a  Tragedy, 
acted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1677.     Dedicated  to 
the  Dutchefs  of  Albemarle.     Plot  from  The  Illuftriom 
Eaffay  a  Romance,    by  Scudery. 

VI.  PASTOR  FIDO,  or   The  Faithful  Shepherd ; 
a  Dramatick  Paftoral,  prefented  at  the  Duke  of  Tory's 
Theatre,  1677.     Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Elizabeth 
Delaval.     This  is  Sir  Richard  Fanfiai-Js  Tranflation 
from  the  Italian  of  Guarini,  improved. 

VII.  Fatal  Love,  or  The  fore  d  Inconflancy  •   a  Tra- 
gedy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1680.     Dedi- 
cated to  Sir  Robert  Owen.     The  Plot  of  this  Play  is 
taken  from  Achilles  Tatttvs  Clttiphon,  and  Leucippe,  a 
Romance,  tranflated  into  Englijh. 

VIII.  The  Female  Prelate,    or   The  Hi/lory  of  the 
Life  and  Death  of  Pope  JOAN;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1680:     Dedicated  to  the  Earl 

*  of 
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of  Shaftesbury.  Plot  from  Platinas  Lives  of  the  Popes, 
translated  by  Sir  Paul  Ricaut,  and  a  fmali  Book  of 
'The  Life  and  Death  of  Pope  Jean,  writ  by  Mr.  Cook. 

IX.  *The  Heir  of  Morocco,  with  the  Death  of  Gay- 
land',  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1682. 
Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Wentworth. 

X.  Dxftrcfs'd  Innocence ;  or  The  Princefs  of  Perfia  ; 
a  Tragedy,  acled  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1691.     De- 
dicated to  John  Lord  Cutts.     This  Play  was  acted 
with  Applaufe.     The  Author  owns  himfelf  obliged 
to  Mr.  Betterton  for  fome  valuable  Hints  in  this  Play, 
and  that  Mr.  Montfort  wrote  the  laft  Scene  of  it. 

XL  fhe  Ambitious  Slave,  or  A  Generous  Revenge ; 
a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  16574.  De- 
dicated to  John  Bright,  Efq;  This  Play  met  with 
but  ill  Succefs.  The  Scene  is  laid  in  Perfia. 

j  »/ 

XII.  The  World  in  the  Moon-,  a  Dramatick-Comic- 
Opera,  performed  at  the  Theatre  in  Dorfet-Garden, 
by  his  Majefty's  Servants,  i<5p8.     Dedicated  to  Clm- 
ftofker  Rich,  Efq; 

XIII.  "The  City  Ramble,  or  'The  Play-houfe  Wading', 
a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal. 

XIV.  'fhe  Virgin  Prophetefs,  or  T'he  Fate  of  Troy  ; 
an  Opera. 

XV.  'The  Ladies  'Triumph ;    a  Comic-Opera,  pre- 
fented  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincolns-Inn-Ficlds  by  Sub- 
fcription,  1718. 

iv'£  y*.  >v//-  ~?r/<  vf/<  >"'•£  2"r4.  >v'^  yv<  y<  >•"'<<  ?'f/<  V'i  >v/r<  >v/^  yt  >v/r<  >vr<  >y'^  ^'^  >xw/  •  >v/^  >v/ 1 
fc&;£^^$;&;£»« 

THOMAS    S  H  A  D  w  E  L  L, 


I 

JL 


HIS  Gentleman  was  defcended  from  a  very 
good  Family  in  the  County  of  Norfolk.     He 
\vas  very  much  in  favour  with  the  Quality,  parti- 
cularly the  late  Earl  Q{  Dorfet,  who  was  his  great  Pa- 
tron, 
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tron,  and  by  his  Lord  (hip's  Intcreft  at  Court  at  the 
Revolution,  he  fuccceded  Mr.  Dry  den  as  Poet-Lau- 
reat.  His  Talent  was  Comedy,  and  in  his  Plays 
there  is  a  great  variety  of  Characters.  He  well  un~ 
dcrftood  Humour,  and  could  draw  a  Coxcomb  in 
perfection  ;  but  he  Icem'd  to  be  deficient  in  perfect- 
ing the  Characler  of  a  fine  Gentleman.  In  moft  of 
his  Plays  he  endeavoured  to  imitate  Ben  Johnfon. 
They  are  as  follow  : 

I.  'The  Royal  Shepherdefs ;   a  Tragi-Comedy,  acled 
by  the  Duke  of  York's  Servants,   1669.     This  Play 
was  acted  with  Applaufe.     It  is  taken  from  a  Co- 
medy writ  by  Mr.  Fountain,  callM,  T/je  P.eward  of 
Virtue. 

II.  *~fhe  Sullen  Lovers,  or  "The  Impertinent 's ;  a  Come- 
dy, ac'ted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1670.     De- 
dicated to  William  Duke  of  Neivcafik.     The  Author 
owns  in  his  Preface,  that  he  took  a  Hint  in  his  Plot 
from  Molieris  Les  Facbeux. 

III.  \The  Humouvifts  ;    a  Comedy,    acled  by  the 
Duke  of  York's  Servants,  i6ji.     Dedicated  to  the 
Dutchefs  of  Nwcaftle.     ThoJ  I  have  very  little  re- 
gard for   punning  Wit,  I  cannot  help  faying,  that 
the  Humour  of  the  Town  occafion^d  this  Play  ma- 
ny Enemies. 

IV.  T^he  Mifer  ;  a  Comedy,  a6ted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  1672.     Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  and 
M/dd/efex.      The  Plot  of  this  Piay  is  taken  from 
Moliere^s  L'Avare. 

V.  P  sic  HE  ;  an  Opera,  prefented  at  the  Duke 
of  York's  Theatre,  1675.     Dedicated  to  James  Duke 
of  Monmouth.     Part  of  this  Play  is  taken  from  the 
French  P  fie  he,  and  AfukittoS  Golden  Afs. 

VI.  &pfom  Welh ;  a  Corned)',  acted  at  the  Duke 
of  York's  Theatre,  1676.     Dedicated  ro  the  Duke  of 
Ne^caftle.     This  is  a  very  diverting  Play. 

VII 
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VII.  The  J/ntuofo ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the  Duke 
of  York's  Theatre,  1676.     Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of 
Neu.-caft/e.      This   Play  contains   great  variety   of 
Humour. 

VIII.  Tbe  Libertine ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  by  the  Duke 
of  York's  Servants,   1676.     Dedicated  to  the  D..ke 
of  Nencaflle.     This  Play  was  acted  with  great  Ap- 
plaufe,  and  is  efteem'd  one  of  the  belt 'of  our  Au- 
thor's Performances. 

IX.  T  i  M  o  N  of  Athens,  or  The  Man-Hater ;  a  Tra- 
gedy, acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1678. 
Dedicated    to    the     Duke    of  Buckingham.      The 
greateft  part  of  this  Tragedy  is  taken  from  Sbake- 
fpear's  Play  6f  the  fame  Name. 

X.  The  True  Widow;    a  Comedy,   acted  at  the 
Duke's  Theatre,  1679.    Dedicated  to  Sir  Charles 
Sidley.     Mr.  Langbain  tells  us,  that  the  Characters 
and  Humour  in  this  Comedy  are  as  well  done  as  in 
any  of  that  Age ,-    but  it  did  not  meet  with  very 
good  Succefs  on  the  Stage. 

XL  The  Woman-Captain ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the 
Duke's  Theatre,  1680.  Dedicated  to  Henry  Lord 
Ogle,  Son  to  the  Duke  of  Neiucaftle.  This  Play  was 
acted  with  Appiaufe. 

XII.  The  Lane  afar  e  Witches,  and  Teague  0  DiveHy, 
the  Irijl)  Prieft ;    a  Comedy,   adted  at  the  Dike's 
Theatre,  1682.     This  is  a  very  entertaining  Come- 
dy, and  Mr.  Heywood  and  Brome  have  both  writ  on 
the  fame  Subject. 

XIII.  Tbe  'Squire  of  A  If  at  i  a  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  by 
their  Majefties  Servants,  1688.     Dedicated  to  the 
Earl  of  Doifet  and  Mtddkfex.     This  Play  is  founded 
on  Terence's  Adelphi,  and  was  acted  with  very  great 
Appiaufe.     Mr.  Langbain  tells  us,  that  in  this  Play, 
and  the  Lancajhire  Wtuhes  there  are  feveral  Reflections 
on  the  Clergy. 

XIV. 
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.  XIV.  Bury-Fair  ;  a  Comedy j  acted  by  his  Ma- 
fefty's  Servants,  16%$.  Dedicated  to  Charles  Earl 
of  Dorfet  and  Middle/ex,  then  Lord  Chamberlain  of 
his  Majefty's  Houfhold.  Part  of  this  Play  is  taken 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaftles  'Triumphant  jj/idow,  and 
Molieres  Precieufes  Ridicules. 

XV.  The  Amorous  Bigot,    with  the  Second  Part  of 
Teague  0  Divetfy ;  afted  by  their  Majefties  Servants, 
1690.     Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 

XVI.  "The  Scowrers ;    a  Comedy,  acted  by  their 
Majeflies  Servants,  i<5pi.  Dedicated  to  Queen  Mary. 
This  Play  contains  a  great  deal  of  low  Humour. 
The  Character  of  Eugenia  feems  to  be  a  Copy  of 
Harriot 9  in  one  of  Sir  George  Etherege's  Plays. 

XVII.  The  Volunteers,  or  The  Stock-Jobbers ;  a  Co- 
medy; i<5p3.     Dedicated  by  the  Author's  Widow 
to  the  virtuous  Queen  Mary. ,  Some  Hints  of  this 
Play,  in  the  Character  of  Sir  Timothy  Caftril,  feem  to 
be  taken  from  Fletcher's  Little  French  Lawyer. 

This  Author  likewife  writ  leveral  other  Pieces  of 
Poetry^  the  chief  whereof  are,  his  Congratulatory 
Poem  on  his  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange's  Coming 
to  England;  another  on  Queen  Mary  ;  his  Tranflation 
of  the  Tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal,  &c.  Moft  of  the 
Poetical  World  have  heard  of  the  great  Difference 
between  him  and  Mr.  D.-ydeny  which  produced  that 
fevere  Satire  of  Mac-Fleckno  from  the  latter ;  to 
which  Mr.  Shadwell  made  a  fort  of  Reply  in  the  Pre- 
face to  a  Poem  he  publifh'd  foon  after.  He  died  in 
the  Year  16^2,  and  lies  buried  in  Hfeftmirifter- Abbey, 
near  the  Remains  of  the  famous  Spenfer.  There  is 
over  him  a  white  Marble  Monument,  with  his  Bitfto, 
and  this  Infcription  : 

Thomas  Shadwetl,  Armiger,  Antigua  flirfe  in  Comi- 
tatu  Staffordia  Oriundus,  Poeta  Laureatus  &  Hij- 
toriographju  Regim.  Obiit  nono  die  Dec.  Anno  Dom, 
1692.  </£tat.  fu*,  52,  Q 
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H.    M.    P.    C. 

In  perpetuam  fietatis  Memoriam 
Johannes  ShadweU,  M.  D.  Thorns  F. 


CHARLES   SHADWELL. 

THIS    Gentleman  was  Nephew   to   Thomas 
Shadiuett,  Efq;     He  has  writ  two  PJays. 

I.  The  Fair  Quaker  of  Deal,  or  The  Humours  of  the 
Navy ;  a  Comedy,  a«5ted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  with 
Applaufe,  1714.    Dedicated  to  his  Friends  in  the 
County  of  Kent. 

II.  The  Humours  of  the  Army;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1716. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  SHAKESPEAR. 

HE  was  the  Son  of  Mr.  John  Skakefpear,  and 
was  born  at  Stratford  upon  Avon,  in  Warwick- 
fare,  in  April  1 5 64*  His  Family,  as  appears  by  the 
Regifter  and  publick  Writings  relating  to  that 
Town,  were  of  good  Figure  and  Fafliion  there,  and 
are  mentioned  as  Gentlemen.  His  Father,  who  was 
a  confiderable  Dealer  in  Wool,  had  fo  large  a  Fa~ 
mily,  Ten  Children  in  all,  that,  though  he  was  his 
eldeft  Son,  he  could  give  him  no  better  Education 
than  his  own  Employment.  He  had  bred  him  for 
fome  time  at  a  Free-School,  where  he  acquired  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Latin  Tongue ;  but  the  Narrow- 
nefs  of  his  Circumftances,  and  the  want  of  his  Af- 
fiftance  at  Home,  forc'd  his  Father  to  withdraw  him 
from  thence,  and  unhappily  prevented  his  farther 
Proficiency  in  Learning. 

Upon 
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Upon  his  leaving  School,  he  fcems  to  have  given 
intirely  into  that  way  of  living  which  his  Father 
proposed  to  him;  and  in  order  to  fettle  in  the 
World,  he,  while  very  young,  married  the  Daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Hathaway,  a  fubftantial  Yeoman  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Stratford. 

In  this  kind  of  Settlement  he  continued  for  fome 
time,  'till  an  Extravagance  that  he  was  guilty  of, 
forc'd  him  both  out  of  his  Country  and  that  way  of 
living  which  he  had  taken  up ;  and  tho'  it  feem'd  at 
firft  to  be  a  Blemifh  upon  his  good  Manners,  and  a 
Misfortune  to  him,  yet  it  afterwards  happily  prov  d 
the  Occasion  of  exerting  one  of  the  greateft  Genius's 
that  ever  was  known  in  Dramatick  Poetry.  He 
was  feverely  profecuted  by  Sir  T*homeM  Lucy  of  Cherle- 
cot,  near  Stratford,  for  joining  with  fome  young  Fel- 
lows, more  than  once,  in  robbing  his  Park.  This 
Profecution  obliged  him  to  fhelter  himfelf  in  London ; 
and  it  was  upon  this  Accident,  that  he  is  faid  to 
have  made  his  firft  Acquaintance  in  the  Playhoufe, 
wherein  he  was  received  at  firft  in  a  very  mean  Rank ; 
but  his  admirable  Wit,  and  the  natural  Turn  of  it 
to  the  Stage.,  foon  diftinguifh'd  him,  if  not  as  an 
extraordinary  Ador,  yet  as  an  excellent  Writer. 
I  could  never  meet  with  any  farther  Account  of  him, 
as  to  the  Parts  he  us'd  to  play,  than  that  the  Top 
of  his  Performance  was  the  G/JC&  in  his  own  H  A  M- 
L  E  T.  It  would  be  a  great  Pleafure  to  fee  and  know 
what  was  the  firft  EfTay  of  a  Fancy  like  Shakefpea/s. 
Mr.  Dry  den  feems  to  think  that  PERICLES  is  one 
of  his  firft  Plays  ;  but  tho'  the  Order  of  Time,  in 
which  the  feveral  Pieces  were  written,  be  generally 
uncertain,  yet  there  are  PaiTages  in  fome  of  them 
which  ieem  to  fix  their  Dates.  Whatever  the  par- 
ticular Times  of  his  Writing  were,  the  People  of 
his  Age  could  not  but  be  highly  pleas'd  to  fee  a  Ge~ 
HIM  arife  amongft  them  of  fo  pleafurable,  fo  rich  a 

Q  2  Vein, 


128        Lives  and  Chara&ers  of  tie 

Vein,  and  fo  plentifully  capable  of  furnifhing  their 
favourite  Entertainments.  Befides  the  Advantages 
of  his  Wit,  he  was  in  himfelf  a  good-natur'd  Man, 
of  great  Swcetnefs  in  his  Manners,  and  a  moft  agree- 
able Companion  ,*  fo  that  it  is  no  wonder  he  made 
himfelf  acquainted  with  the  beft  Converfations  of 
thofe  Times.  Queen  Elizabeth  had  feveral  of  his 
Plays  afted  before  her,  and  gave  him  many" gracious 
Marks  of  her  Favour:  What  Grace  foever  the  Queen. 
conferred  upon  him,  it  was  not  to  her  only  he  ow'd 
the  Fortune  which  the  Reputation  of  his  Wit  made. 
He  had  the  Honour  to  meet  with  many  great  and 
uncommon  Marks  of  Favour  and  Friendship  from 
the  Earl  of  Southampton,  (famous  in  the  Hiftories  of 
that  Time  for  his  Friendfhip  to  the  unfortunate  Earl 
of  EJfex)  to  whom  he  Dedicated  two  Poems,  V  E- 
NUS  and  ADONIS,  and  TARCLUIN  and  Lu- 
CRECE.  For  the  Former  of  which  Dedications, 
that  Noble  Lord  gave  him  a  Thoufand  Pounds, 
which  uncommon  Bounty  Mr*  Shakefpear  gratefully 
acknowledged  in  the  Dedication  to  the  Latter. 

What  particular  Friendfhips  he  contracted  with 
private  Men,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn,  more 
than  that  every  one  who  had  a  true  Tafte  of  Merit, 
had  generally  a  juft  Value  and  Efleem  for  him, 
Mr.  SPENSER  fpeaks  of  him  in  his  Tears  of  the 
Mufes,  not  only  with  the  Praifesdue  to  a  good  Poet, 
but  even  lamenting  his  Abfence  with  the  Tendernefs 
of  a  Friend. 

His  Plays  are  properly  to  be  diftinguifVd  only  in- 
to Comedies  and  Tragedies.  Thofe  which  are  call'd 
Hiftories,  and  even  fome  of  his  Comedies,  are  real- 
ly Tragedies  with  a  Mixture  of  Comedy  amongft 
them.  That  way  of  Tragi-Comedy  was  the  com- 
mon Miftake  of  that  Age,  and  is  indeed  become  fo 
agreeable  to  the  Englifh  Tafte,  that  tho*  the  feverer 
Cricicks  among  us  cannot  bear  it,  yet  the  generali- 
ty 
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ty  of  our  Audiences  fecm  to  be  better  pleas'd  with 
it  than  with  an  exact  Tragedy. 

There  is  certainly  a  great  deal  of  Entertainment 
in  his  Comical  Humours ;  and  a  pleaiing  and  well- 
diftinguiuYd  Variety  in  thofe  Characters  which  he 
thought  fit  to  meddle  with.  His  Images  are  indeed 
every  where  fo  lively,  that  the  Thing  he  would  re- 
prefent  (lands  full  before  you,  and  you  poflfefs  every 
Part  of  it.  His  Tales  were  feldom  invented,  but 
rather  taken  either  from  true  Hiftory,  or  Novels  and 
Romances ;  and  he  commonly  made  ufe  of  them  in 
that  Order,  with  thofe  Incidents,  and  that  extent 
of  Time  in  which  he  found  them  in  the  Authors 
from  whence  he  borrow'd  them.  Almoft  all  his 
Hifbrical  Plays  comprehend  a  great  length  of  Time, 
and  very  different  and  diftinct  Places  :  But  in  recom- 
pence  for  his  Carelefnefs  in  this  Point,  when  he 

com.es  to  another  Part  of  the  Dramay <fhe  Man- 

fiers  of  his  Characters,  in  AEling  or  Speaking  what  is 
f  roper  for  them,  and  fit  to  be  Jhewn  by  the  Poet,  he  may 
be  generally  juftify'd,  and  in  very  many  Places  great- 
ly commended.  His  Sentiments  are  great  and  natu- 
ral, and  his  Expreffion  juft,  and  rais  a  in  proportion 
to  his  Subjed  and  Occafion. 

The  latter  part  of  his  Life  was  fpent,  as  all  Men 
of  good  Senfe  will  wifh  theirs  may  be,  in  Eafe,  Re- 
tirement, and  the  Converfation  of  his  Friends.  He 
had  the  good  Fortune  to  gather  an  Eftate  equal  to 
this  Occafion,  and  in  that  to  his  Vvifh  ;  and  is  faid 
to  have  fpent  fome  Years  before  his  Death  at  his 
Native  Stratford.  His  pleafurable  Wit  and  good 
Nature  engag'd  him  in  the  Acquaintance,  and  in- 
titul'd  him  to  the  Friendfljip  "of  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Neighbourhood.  The  Plays  he  has  written,  are 
publifh'd  in  the  following  Order,  viz,. 

I.  The  Temfefi ;  a  Comedy,  afted  in  the  BlacL* 
Fryars  with  great  Applaufe. 

Qa  II- 
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II.  'The  Two  Gentleman  of  J/erona  ;  a  Comedy. 

III.  The  Merry  Wives  of  Ipindfor ;  a  Comedy.  Thi$ 
excellent  Play  was  writ  by  the  Command  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

IV.  Meafure  for  Meafure ;  a  Comedy.     The  Plot 
of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Cjntbio  Giraldt,  Dec.  8. 
Nov.  5.     Liffti  Momtay  f.  125,  &c. 

V.  T%e  Comedy  of  Errors.     This  Play  is  founded 
on  Plautuys  Manechmi. 

VI-  Much  ado  about  Nothing  ,-  a  Comedy.  For  the 
Plot,  fee  Arioflifs  Orlando  Furiofa  and  Spenfer's  Fairy 
Queen. 

VII.  Love's  Labour's  loft ;  a  Comedy. 

VIII.  A  Midfummer  Night  s  Dream ;  a  Comedy, 

IX.  The  Merchant  of  V  £  N  i  c  E  ;  a  Tragi-ComedVc 

X.  As  you  like  it ;  a  Comedy. 

XL  The  Taming  of  the  Shrew;  a  Comedy.  The 
Story  of  the  Tinker,  you  may  find  in  Goularts  Hift. 
Admirable*,  and  Pontus  Heuterus  Rerum  Burdicarum. 

XH.  Affs  Well  that  ends  Wett\  a  Comedy.  The 
Plot  of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Soccace's  Novels,  Ju- 
liet of  Narbova,  &c. 

XIII.  Twelfth  Nighty  or  What  you  •uiU\  a  Comedy. 
In  this  Play  there  is  fomething  iingularly  ridiculous 
and  pleafant  in  the  fantaftical  Steward  Malvolio.   Part 
of  the  Plot  taken  from  Plaumss  Mxnechmi* 

XIV.  The  Winters  Tale  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy.     For 
the  Plot  of  this  Play,  confult  Doraflm  and  Faunia. 

XV.  The  Life  and  Death  of  King]®  H  N  ;    an  Hif- 
torical  Play.     The  Plot  from  Matth.  Paris,  Walfmg- 
beuny  Fabian,  Graf  ton.  Stow,  Speed,  '&c. 

XVI-  The  Life  and  Death  of  King  RICHARD  II; 
a  Tragedy.  Plot  from  the  Euglijh  Chronicles. 

XVII.  The  Fntt  Part  of  King  HENRY  IV  ;  an 
Hiftorical  Play,  with  the  Life  and  Death  of  Henry\ 
iirnam'd  Hotfpur.  The  Charader  of  Falflaff  in  this 
Plav,  is  allowed  bv  every  Body  to  be  a  Mafier-piece, 

XVIII 
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XVIII.  7 'he  Second  Part  ofH.  E  N  R  Y IV  ;    containing 
his  Death,  and  the  Coronation  of  K.  HENRY  V.  Thefe 
Plays  are  founded  on  Buchanan,    Caxton,   Graf  ton, 
Martin,  Stow,  and  other  Englijh  Chronicles. 

XIX.  The  Life  of  King  HENRY  V;  an  Hiftori- 
cal  Play.    A  Comical  Part  is  likewife  mix'd  with  the 
Hiftory  in  this  Play. 

XX.  The  Ftrit  Part  of  King  HENRY  VI ;    an 
Hiftorical  Play.     For  the  Story,  confult  Fabian,  Pol. 
Virgil,  Hall,  Hollingshead,  Graf  ton,  Stow,  Speed,  &c. 

XXI.  The  Second  Part  of  King  HENRY  VI,   with 
the  Death  of  the  good  Duke  HUMPHREY. 

XXII.  The  Third  Part  of  King  H  E  N  R  Y  VI,  with 
the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  YORK.     Thefe  Plays  con- 
tain the  whole  Reign  of  this  Monarch. 

XXIII.  The  Life  and  Death  of  RICHARD  III, 
with  the  Landing  of  the  Earl  ^RICHMOND,  and  the 
Battle  at  Bofworth-Field. 

XXIV.  The  famous  Hiftory  of  the  Life  of  King 
HENRY  VIII.     The  Story  is  taken  from  Hotting*- 
head,  Qrafton,  Stow,  Speed,  Herbert,  Baker,  &c. 

XXV.  TROILUS  ##^CRESSIDA  ;  a  Tragedy. 
Plot  from  Chaucer. 

XXVI.  CORIOL  ANUS;  a  Tragedy.     The  Sto- 
ry from    Livy,    Dimyfim   Hallicarnajfjw,    Plutarch's 
Life  of  Coriolanw,  dec. 

XX VII.  TITUS  ANDRQNICUS;  a  Tragedy. 

XXVIII.  ROMEO   and  JULIET;    a  Tragedy. 
The    Plot  of    this  Play  is  taken   from  Bandellos 
Novels. 

XXIXr  TIMON  of  ATHENS;  a  Tragedy. 
Story  from  Plutarch's  Life  of  M.  Anthony,  Lucians 
Dialogues,  &c. 

XXX.  JULIUS  C.ESAR  ;  a  Tragedy.  Story  from 
Lwy,  Plutarch,  Suetoniw,  £c.  His  Grace,  the  prefent 
Duke  of$ttckinghafnfbire,  has  divided  the  Two  Revo- 
lutions in  this  Play,  and  made  them  into  two  excel- 

4  lent 
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lent  Tragedies,   one   under  this  Title,    the  other 
calLM  BRUTUS. 

XXXI.  The  'Tragedy  of  MACBETH;    Plot  from 
Buchanan,  and  other  Scots  Writers,  Hey  fan's  Cojmogra? 
p/;y,  Heyv$o£s  Hierarchy  of  Angels,  &C. 

XXXII.  HAMLET,    Prime   of  Denmark.      The 
Story  from   Saxo-Grammaticus,    Crantz,iw,    Pontantis, 
Idacips,  &c. 

XXXIII.  KingL*AK;  a  Tragedy.    For  the  Plot 
fee  Milton's  Hi  ft.  of  Engl.  Leland,  Monmouth,  &c. 

XXXIV.  OTHELLO,   the   Moor   of    Venice  ;    a 
Tragedy.     Plot    from  'Cynthia's   Novels,    Dec.  3. 


XXXV.  ANTHONY    and   CLEOPATRA;   a 
Tragedy.     The  Story  from  Apfian,   Diony  Caffitt$y 
Dicdorus,  &c.  and  Plutarch  in  vita  An^n'ri. 

XXXVI.  CYMBELINE;  a  Tragedy.    Plot  from 
Bcccacis  Novels. 

XXXVIL  PERICLES,  Prince  of  fy;  ;  an  Hif- 
torical  Play.  Printed  in  his  Life-time. 

XXXVIII.  'fhe  London  Prodigal;  a  Comedy. 

XXXIX.  The  Life  and  Death  of  THOMAS  Lord 
C  R  o  M  w  ELL;  ah  Hiftorical  Play.     The  Plot  from 
Fox's  Martyr  ology,  Dr.  Burnet's  Hi  ft.  Reform.  Puller's 
Church  'Hifl.  Wankfs  Hift.  of  Man.  Hackwetl's  Apology, 
and  Lloyd's  Engl.  Worthies. 

XL.  The  Hiflory  of  Sir  ]  o  H  N  Q  D  L  c  A  s  T  L  E,  the 
Good  Lord  COBHAM;  a  Tragedy.  See  Fuller's 
Church  Hi  ft.  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs. 

XLI.  'fhe  puritan,  or  The  Widow  of  Watling-Street  ; 
a  Comedy.     This  is  a  very  Diverting  Play. 
!    XLII.  A  Tov'kflnre  Tragedy,    'This  Play  is  rather 
an  Interlude  than  a  Tragedy,  being  very  fhort,  ancl 
not  divided  into  Afts.' 

XLIII.  The  Tragedy  of  L  o  c  R  I  N  F,  the  elde&  Son  of 
King  B  R  u  t  u  s.     The  Story  from  Milton  s  Hifl.  of 
Vlaldmo  Le  Vite  delle  Donne  Iltuflri,  p.  7.  6-:c. 

He 
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He  died  Anno  1616,  in  the  ^d  Year  of  his  Age, 
and  was  buried  on  the  North  Side  or*  the  Chancel, 
jn  the  great  Church  at  Stratford,  where  a  Monument 
is  plac'd  in  the  Wall,  representing  his  Statue  leaning 
'on  a  Cufhion,  with  thefe  Infcriptions  : 

Ingenio  Pylium,  Genio  Socratem, 

Art*  Maronem, 
"Terra  tegity  Pofulus  m£rety 

Oljmfus  habet. 

Stay,  Paffenger,  why  goef?  thou  by  fo  faH  ? 
Ready  if  tbou  canff,  whom  envious  Death  hath  placed 
Within  this  Monument ;  Shakefpear  with  ushome 
Quick  Nature  died,  ivhofe  Name  doth  deck  the  Tomb* 
Far  more  than  O/7,  feth  all  that  he  hath  Writ 
Leaves  living  Art,  but  Pagey   toferve  his  Wit. 

On  his  Grave-Stone  underneath  are  the  following 
Lines : 

Coed  Fnend,  for  Jefus*  Sake,  forbeare 
TV  dig  the  Duft  enclofed  here. 
BleFl  be  the  Man  that  Jfares  thefe  Stones, 
'And  curjl  be  he  that  moves  my  Bones. 

The  Character  of  Mr.  Shakefpear  is  beil  feen  in 
his  Writings.  But  fince  Ben  Johnfon  has  made  a 
fort  of  an  Eflay  towards  it  in  his  D/fcoveries,  tho* 
he  was  not  very  cordial  in  his  Friendmip,  I  will 
venture  to  eive  it  in  his  Words : 

.  .          . .        \j 

:  I  remember  the  Flayers  have  often  mentioned  it 
as  an  Honour  to  Shahefpear^  that  in  Writing  (what- 
foever  he  pen'd)  he  never  blotted  out  a  Line. 
My  Anfwer  hath  been,  Would  he  had  blotted  a 
'fboufand*  which  th:y  thoug  it  a  malevolent  Speech. 

<f  I 
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cc  I  had  not  told  Poflerity  this,  but  for  their  Igno- 
<c  ranee,  who  chofe  that  Circumilance  to  commend 
<c  their  Friend  by,  wherein  he  moft  faulted.  And 
<c  to  juftify  mine  own  Candor,  (for  I  lov'd  the  Man, 
"  and  do  honour  his  Memory,  on  this  fide  Idolatry, 
as  much  as  any.)  He  was,  indeed,  Honeft,  and 
of  an  open  and  free  Nature,  had  an  excellent 
Fancy,  brave  Notions,  and  gentle  Expreffions; 
wherein  he  flow'd  with  that  Facility,  that  fome- 
"  times  it  was  neceflary  he  fhould  be  ftop'd :  Suf- 
"  flaminandm  erat,  as  Auguftm  faid  of  Hater  iw.  His 
ct  Wit  was  in  his  own  Power ;  would  the  Rule  of  it 
<c  had  been  fo  too.  Many  times  he  fell  into  thofe 
"  things  which  could  not  efcape  Laughter  ;  as 
"  when  he  faid  in  the  Perfon  of  C#fary  one  fpeaking 
*'"  to  him, 

<c  Casfar  thou  do&  im  Wrong. 
Cf  He  reply'd': 

*c  C^far  did  never  Wrong,  but  with  jutt  Caufe. 

"  and  fuch  like,  which  were  ridiculous.  But  he  re^ 
<c  deem'd  his  Vices  with  his  Virtues  :  There  was 
"  ever  more  in  him  to  be  Prais'd  than  to  be  Par- 
"  don'd." 

As  for  the  Paflfage  which  he  mentions  out  of 
Sbakefpear,  there  is  fomewhat  like  it  in  Julius  C#- 
fary  Vol.  VI.  p.  194.  but  without  the  Abfurdi- 
ty  ;  *  nor  did  I  ever  meet  with  it  in  any  Edition 
that  I  have  feen,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Johnfon.  Befides 
his  Plays  in  this  Edition,  there  are  two  or  three  af- 
crib'd  to  him  by  Mr.  Langbam,  which  I  have  never 

feen, 

)  Cxfar  dotlj  not  Wrongj  ucr  without  Cwfe 
be  be  J'atisfeJ. 
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fecn,  and  know  nothing  of.  As  to  the  Chara&er 
given  of  him  by  Ben  Johnfon,  there  is  a  good  deal 
true  in  it  :  But  I  believe  it  may  be  as  well  exprefs'd 
by  what  Horace'  fays  of  the  firil  Romans,  who  wrote 
Tragedy  upon  the  Greek  Models,  (or  indeed  tranf- 
lated  "em)  in  his  Epiftle  to  Auguflm, 

-  Natura  fublimis  &  Acer 
Nam  f  fir  at  'fragicum  fatis  &  faliciter  Audet, 
Sed  turf  em  put  at  in  Cbartis  metuitfy  Lituram. 

Mr.  Dry  dm  was  an  Admirer  of  our  Author,  and, 
indeed,  he  owed  him  a  great  deal,  as  thofe  who 
have  read  them  both  may  very  eafily  obferve.  And, 
I  think,  in  Juftice  to  'em  both,  I  fhotild  not  on 
this  Occafion  omit  what  Mr.  Dry  den  has  faid  of 
him,  in  his  Prologue  to  the  Temfe^  aiter'd. 


Shakefpear,  who,  taught  by  none,  did  fir  ft  impart> 

To  Fletcher  lVity  to  laboring  Johnfon  Art. 

He,  Monarch  like,  gave  thofe  his  SubjeEls  Law, 

And  is  that  Nature  -which  they  Paint  and  Draw. 

Fletcher  reach'd  that  which  on  his  Heights  did  grow, 

Whilft  Johnfon  crept  and  gather'  d  all  below  : 

fhis  did  his  Lwe^  and  this  his  Mirth  digeH, 

One  Imitates  him  mo  ft,  the  other  be&. 

If  they  have  face  out-writ  all  other  Men, 

y'Tis  with  the  Drops  which  fe  I!  from  Shake/pear'/  Pen'. 

The  *  Storm  which  vanifa'd  on  the  Neivhb'rinv  Shoar* 

J  '  *  c_>  J 

Wat  taught  by  Shakefpear'j  Tempe&  firft  to  roar. 
That  Innocence  and  Beauty  which  did  J  mile 
Li  Fletcher,  grew  en  this  Inchanted  Ifle. 
But  Shakefpear'j  Magick  could  not  copied  be, 
Within  that  Circle  none  durft  walk  but  He. 

1 


?  Alluding  to  the  Sea- Voyage pf  FleiJ.fr. 
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confefs  *fwas  bold,  nor  would  you  now 
That  Liberty  to  vulgar  JVits  allow, 
Which  works  by  Magick  fufernatra!  Things  : 
But  Shakefpear'/  Power  is  Sacred  as  a  Kings. 

The  Works  of  Mr.  Shakefpear,  confining  of  his 
PLAYS  and  POEMS,  are  now  printed  in  Nine  Vo- 
lumes, 12°. 

L  E  w*i  s  SHARP. 

N  Author  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I, 
who  writ  one  Play,  call'd, 

The  Ncl/le  Stranger  ;  a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the  pri- 
vate  Hotife  in  Salisbury-Court,  1640.  Dedicated  to 
Sir  Rdmund  Williams. 


.  S.  SHEPHEARD. 

A  GENTLEMAN  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign 
of  King  Charles  I,  and  during  the  Prohibi- 
tion of  the  Stage  writ  two  Dramatick  Pieces  ;   but, 
as  Mr.  Langbain  obferves,  he  was  more  valued  for 
his  Loyalty  than  his  Poetry.     His  Pieces  are, 

T'he  Committee  -  Man  Curried,  a  Comedy,  in  two 
Parts,  1647.  Tho'  they  are  ft  i  I'd  Comedies,  they 
are  no  longer  than  one  Aft  of  a  Play.  The  great- 
eft  Part  of  them  is  ftolen  from  Sir  John  Suckling^  and 
Sir  Robert  Stapletons  Tranflation  of  Juvenal. 


THO- 
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THOMAS   SHIPMAN, 

AN  Author  that  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  II.  He  was  a  Gentleman  of  a  good 
Family,  and  very  well  educated,  which  render'd  him 
acceptable  to  the  Wits  of  the  Age.  He  writ  only 
one  Piay. 

HENRY  the  Tfaiird  of  France  ,  Staled  by  a  Fryar, 
-with  the  Full  of  the  G  u  i  s  E  s  ;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1678.  Indicated  to  the  Mar- 
quefs  of  Dorchefler.  The  Story  from  Davila,  and 
the  Duke  of  Efperws  Life. 

This  Gentleman  publiflui  Carolina,  or  Loyal  Poems. 


.  HENRY  SHIRLEY. 

THIS    Author  liv'd  in   the  Reign  of  King 
Charles  I.    He  writ  one  Play,  call'd, 
7  he  Martyr3  d  Soldier  •>    a  Tragedy,   acted  at  the 
private  Houfe  in  Drury-Lane,  1638.     Dedicated  to 
Sir  Kenelm  Digby.     This  Play  was  acted  with  great 
Applaufe  ;   but  was  not  publifh'd  'till  after  the  Au- 
thor's Death. 


Mr.  JAMES  SHIRLEY. 

V  0  L  UM  INOUS  Dramatick  Author, 

Contemporary  with  the  Former.     He  was 

once  of  Grays-Inn,  and  Servant;  to  the  King  ;   and 


was 


238         Lives  and  Chara&ers  of  the 

was  efteem'd  a  Second-Rate  Poet,  and  a  modeft 
Writer.  He  had  a  great  Veneration  for  his  Prede- 
ceflbrs;  and  he  flil'd  the  famous  Ben  Johnfon  his 
Learned  Matter.  Mr.  Langbain  gives  him  the  high- 
eft  Commendation,  and,  as  is  already  obferv'd  by  a 
certain  *  Author,  he  does  the  fame  to  moft  of  the 
indifferent  Writers  ;  fo  that  fhouJd  a  Stranger  to  our 
Dramatick  Poets  read  him,  they  would  make  an  odd 
Collection  of  our  Englifh  Poetty,  for  they  would 
be  fure  to  take  ffeywood,  Shirley,  &c.  and  leave 
Dryden,  &c.  But  I  think  that  Gentleman  has  fhewn 
the  fame  partiality,  in  fome  of  his  Charafters,  as 
Mr.  Langbain  has  done  in  this  and  feveral  others, 
(tho*  he  profeiTes  the  contrary)  :  And  in  his  Account 
of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher,  he  has  not  a  little  exerted 
the  malicious  Critick.  But  to  return  to  our  Author ; 
he  died  lince  the  Reftoration,  and  writ  the  fol- 
lowing Dramatick  Pieces,  being  Thirty  Eight  in 
Number. 

I.  The  Changes,  or  Love  in  a  Maz,e  ,*    a  Comedy, 
a&ed  with  Applaufe  at  the  private  Houfe  in  Salisbury- 
Court ,163  2.   Dedicated  in  Verfe  to  the  Lady  Dorothy 
Shirley.     Part  of  it  is  taken  from  The  Maiden  Queen. 

II.  Contention  for  Honour  and  Riches;  a  Mafque,i  63  3 . 
Dedicated  to  Edward  Goldwgy  Efq; 

III.  H  o  N  o  R  i  A    and   MAMMON;    a  Comedy. 
This  Play    is    grounded    on  the  afore-mention'd 
Mafque. 

IV.  The  Witty  Fair  One;    a  Comedy,    acted  in 
DruYy-Lane,  1633.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Edmund  Bufiel. 

V.  'fhe  Traytor ;    a  Tragedy,  acted  by  her  Ma- 
jefty's  Servants,  1635.    Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of 
Wewcaft/e.     This  Play  was  originally  writ  by  Mr. 
Rivers,   a  Jefuit  i    but  very  much  alter'd  by  Mr. 
Shirley. 

VI. 

t    -^•••••••^••^^^••^"        i     •    ••   ii  •-•••i    !•  •!  •—      •..•^.^^•^••^^•^•^••la^M^M^KJ^^^^**** 

*  Mr.  Gildon'j  Continuation  of  Langbain. 
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VI.  The  Toung  Admiral ;   a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded 
at  the  private  Houfe  in  Drury-Lam>  1637.     Dedica- 
ted to  the  Lord  Berkley. 

VII.  The  Example;    a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded  in 
Drury-Lane  by  her  Ma  jetty's  Servants,  1637. 

VIII.  Hide-Park',  a  Comedy,  aded in  Drury-Lane, 
1637.     Dedicated  to  Henry  Earl  of  Holland. 

IX.  The  Game  far ;   a  Comedy,    aded  in  Drury- 
Lane,  1 63  7.     This  Play  met  with  very  good  Suc- 
cefs.      The  Plot  is  taken  from  Queen   Margaret's 
Novels>  and  T'he  Unlucky  Citizen. 

X.  7 he  Royal  Mafter  -3  a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded  at 
the  Theatre  in  Dublin^  1638.     Dedicated  to  the 
Right  Honourable  George  Earl  of  Kildare.     By  the- 
many  Copies  of  Verfes  in  praife  of  this  Play,  'tis 
very  probable  it  was  aded  with  Applaufe. 

XL  The  Dukes  Mtflrefs  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded 
by  her  Ma  jelly 's  Servants,  1638. 

XII.  The  Lady  of  Pleafure  ,•   a  Comedy,  aded  at 
the  private  Houfe  in  DntryLane,  1638.    Dedicated 
to  Richard  Lord  Lovelace.     The  Plot  of  Kickjhcnus 
Enjoying  Aretwa,  and  thinking  her  the  Devil,  he  has 
alfo  brought  into  his  Grateful  Servant. 

XIII.  The  Maid's  Revenge-,   a  Tragedy,  afted  at 
the  private  Houfe  in  Drury-Lane,  with  Applaufe, 
1639.     Dedicated  to  Henry  Osborn,  Efq;     For  the 
Plot,  fee  God's  Revenge  againft  Murder,  written  by 
Reynolds. 

XIV.  C  H  A  B  o  T,  Admiral  of  France ;  a  Tragedy, 
afted  m'Drury-Lane,  1639.    The  Story  you  may  find 
in  Paul  JoviM,  Paul  &miliw,  Mezeray,  and  other 
Hiftorians  in  the  Reign  of  Francis  I.     Mr.  Chapman 
join'd  in  this  Play. 

XV.  The  Ball ;    a  Comedy,  aded  in  Drury-Lane, 
i6-$9<     Mr,  Chafman  like  wife  a<Tifted  in   this  Co- 
medy. 

XVI. 
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XVI.  ARCADIA;    a  Dramatick-Paftoral,  per-" 
form'd  at  the  Phvenix  in  Drury-Lane,  by  her  Majefty'f 
Servants,  1640.     This  Play  is  built  on  Sir  Philip 
Sidneys  Arcadia. 

XVII.  The  Humorom  Courtier ;   a  Comedy,  pre- 
fented  at  the  private  Houfe  in  Dmry-Lane,  1640. 
This  Play  was  afted  with  great  Applaufc. 

XVIII.  St.  PATRICK  for  Ireland ;  an  Historical 
Play,  1640.     For  the  Story,  fee  Bede's  Life  of  St.  Pa- 
trick, Sigibert,  Balem,  Baronim^  &c. 

XIX.  Loves  Cruelty  -y   a  Tragedy,  a&ed  by  her 
Ma  jetty's  Servants,  at  the  private  Houfe  in  Drury 
Lane,  1640.     Part  of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Queen 
Margaret's  and  Gyntbiv's  Novels. 

XX.  'the  Tnuwfb  of  Beauty ;    a   Mafque,  1 54^* 
Part  of  this  Piece  feems  to  be  taken  from  Shakefpear's 
Midfummer  Night's  Dreamy  and  Lucians  Dialogues. 

XXI.  "The  Sifters  j  a  Comedy,  aded  at  the  private 
Houfe  in  Black-Fry ars,  1052.     Dedicated  to  William 
Pallet,  Efq; 

XXII.  The  Brothers ;  a  Comedy,  1652.     Dedica- 
ted to  Thomas  Stanley,  Efq; 

XXIII.  'The  Doubtful  Heir  ;    a  Tragi-Comedy^ 
aded  at  the  Black-Fryars,  1652.     Dedicated  to  Sir 
Edmund  Boiuyer.     For  part  of  the  Story,    fee  7/te 
Englijb  Adventures. 

XXIV.  The  Court  Secret  j  a  Tragi-Comedy,  acled 
at  the  Black-Fryars,  1653.    Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of 
Strafford.     This  Play  was  printed  before  afted. 

XXV.  The  Impoftor;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded  at 
the  private  Houfe  in  Black-Fryars^  1653.    Dedicated 
to  Sir  Robert  Bolles,  Bart. 

XXVI.  The  Politician ;   a  Tragedy,  acted  in  Sa- 
liibury-Courty  1 65  5 .     Dedicated  to  Walter  Moyle,  Efq; 
Part  of  the  Plot  is  taken  from  The  Countefs  of  Mont- 
gomery s  Urania* 

XXVII 
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XXVII.  T be  Grateful  Seruattt',  a  Tragi-Comedy, 
a<5ted   at  the  private    Houfe   in  Drury-L<we,  1655. 
Dedicated  to  Francis  Earl  of  Rutland,   and  it  was 
acted  with  good  Applaufe.     Part  of  this  Play  rc- 
fembles  The  Humorous  Courtier,    writ  by  the  fame 
Author. 

XXVIII.  The  Gentleman  of  Venice  >   a  Tragi-Co- 
medy,  acted  at  the  private  Houfe  in  Salts  bury- Court, 
1655.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Thomas  Nightingale.     Plot 
from  Gaytcns  Notes  on  Don  Quixote^  E.  IV.  c.  6y  &c. 

XXIX.  The  Contention  of  A  j  A  x   and  ULYSSES 
for  ACHILLES'S  Armour;  a  Mafque,  1658.     It  is 
taken  from  Ovid's  Met  amor phofa,  Book  XIII. 

XXX.  CUPID  and  DEATH;  a  Mafque,  1(558. 
See  Ogilbfs  &fop's  Fables. 

XXXI.  Love  Tricks,  or  The  School  of  Compliments ; 
a  Comedy,  afted  by  the  Duke  of  Tork's  Servants  in 
Little  Lincolns-Lm-Fields,  i66j. 

XXXII.  Tfa  Conflant  Maid,  or  Love  will  find  out 
the  lVay\  a  Comedy,  aftcd  at  a  new  Houfe,  cali'd, 
The  Nttrfery  in  Hatton-Garden,  1667.     The  greateft 
part  of  this  Play  is  taken  from  others. 

XXXIII.  The  Opportunity:,    a  Comedy,  a&ed  at 
the  private  Houfe  in  Drury-Lam  by  her  Ma  jelly's 
Servants.    Dedicated  to  Captain  Richard  Owen.   Part 
of  this  Play  is  borrowed  from  Shakefpears  Meafurefor 
Meafure. 

XXXIV.  The  Wedding ;  a  Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Pbffiitx  in  Drury-Lane.    Dedicated  to  Ufittiam  Cower, 

Efq; 

XXXV.  A  Bird  in  a  Cage-,  a  Comedy,  acted  in 
D'liry-Lane.     Dedicated  to  Mr.  William  Prynne. 

XXXVI.  The  Coronation;  a  Comedy.     This  Play 
is  printed  with  Beaumont  and  Fletcher's. 

XXXVII.  The  Cardinal-,  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
private  Houfe  in  Black-Fyars. 

R  XXXVIII. 
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XXX  VIIT.  7  he  Triumphs  of  Peace  ;  a  Mafque, 
prefented  before  the  King  and  Queen  at  White-Adf, 
1633,  by  tne  Gentlemen  of  the  Four  Inns  of  Court. 


C  H  A  R  L  E  S      S  I  D  L  E  Y. 

HIS  Gentleman  may  be  defervedly  rank'd  in 
the  firft  Clafs  of  Men  of  Wit  and  Gallantry  : 
His  Friendship  was  courted  by  every  Body,  and  no 
one  went  out  of  his  Company  but  pleas'd  and  im- 
prov'd  :  Time  added  but  very  little  to  Nature,  for 
he  was  every  thing  that  an  Englijb  Gentleman  could 
be.  Befides  an  excellent  Volume  of  Poems,  he  has 
given  us  Four  Plays,  viz,. 

I.  The  Mulberry-Garden  ;  a  Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1668.     Dedicated  to  the  Dutchefs 
of  Richmond  and  Lenox. 

II.  ANTHONY  and  CLEOPATRA;  a  Tragedy, 
acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1677.     This 
Play  was  acted  with  great  Applaufe.     The  Story 
from  Appian,  Dion  Caffm,  Plutarch's  Life  of  Anthony. 

Ill  B  E  L  L  A  M  i  R  A,  or  The  Miflrefs  -3  a  Comedy, 
acted  by  his  Majefty's  Servants,  1687.  This  Play  is 
taken  from  Terence's  Eunuch. 

IV.  Beauty  the  Conqueror,  or  The  Death  of  MARC 
ANTHONY;  a  Tragedy,  in  Imitation  of  the  Ro~ 
man  way  of  Writing.  Printed  in  the  Year  1702, 
but  never  a<5ted. 

My  Lord  Rcchefter,  in  the  Imitation  of  the  Tenth 
Satire  of  the  Firit  Book  of  Horace,  has  the  following 
Verfes  in  his  Commendation. 

Sidle  y  has  that  prevailing  gentle  Art, 
That  can  vuith  a  reffllefs  Charm  impart 
The  lo<Jltt  Wijbes  to  the  chajieft  Heart, 

Raife 
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Raife  fuch  a  Conflict,  kindle  fitch  a  Firey 
JBetw/xt  declining  Virtue ,  and  Defire  \ 
That  the  poor  yaKyut/b'd  Maid  diffofaes  away, 
In  Dreams  all  Night,  in  Sighs  and  Tears  all  Day. 


Mr.   WILLIAM  SMITH. 

A  N  Author,  who,  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  I, 

writ  an  Hiftorical  Play,  call'd, 
Tht  Hector  of  Germany,    or    The  Palfgra've  Prince 
Elector ;    a&ed  at  the  Red  Bull  by  a  Company  of 
young  Citizens,  1615.     Dedicated  to  Sir  John 
nerton,  Lord  Mayor  of  London. 


IBSSSi 


.  H.    SMITH. 


H  E  Author  of  one  Play,  fome  time  fince  writ- 
ten,  call'd, 
The  Princefs  cf  P  A  R  M  A  ,•  a  Tragedy. 


E  D  M  u  M  D   SMITH. 


THIS  Gentleman  was  Son  of  an  eminent 
Merchant.  His  Education  was  at  Weftminfter- 
School  under  the  famous  Dr.  Bushy,  from  whence 
he  remov'd  to  Chrift-Churchy  Oxford  :  He  there  gained 
the  Reputation  of  a  Univerfal  Scholar,  and  was  in- 
timate with  all  who  were  accounted  fuch  ;  but  out 
of  a  natural,  not  affe&ed  Negligence,  he  made  little 

R  2  Ufe 
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Ufe  of  it  after  his  fetting  out  into  the  World.     He 
writ  one  Play. 

P  H  JE  D  R  A  and  HIPPOLYTUS;  a  Tragedy,  aded 
at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-Lane.  Dedicated  to 
the  Earl  of  Halifax  ;  and  to  which  no  lefs  Names 
than  Mr.  Add-fon  and  Mr.  Prior  were  join'd,  one  for 
the  Prologue,  the  other  for  the  Epilogue.  Several 
Draughts  of  Plays  were  found  after  his  Death,  but 
proved  all  unfinilhed  Sketches.  His  Character  is 
finely  drawn  in  an  Epitaph  by  Mr.  Adams,  late 
of  Chrift-Church  ;  and  the  Author  of  the  Trailer  de- 
plores the  want  of  Tafte  in  the  Audience,  for  not 
encouraging  his  excellent  Tragedy.  He  died  at 
Hartham  in  Wik/bire,  the  Seat  of  George  Ducketty  Efq; 
and  was  buried  in  the  Parifti  Church  there,  Anno 
1710.  His  Infcription  before  refer'd  to  runs  thus  : 

M.  S. 

EDMUNDI  SMITH.  A.  M. 
Out  in  ScholA,  Weftmon.  educatus, 

r~^*~,  JT 

Ingeniiy  &  Literature  Splendors* 

Lepida.  Morum  Comitate, 
JEdem  Cbrifti  Oxon-  cokweftarvit 

Poeta,  Oratory  Philofophm ; 
Cut  Graxa?,  &  Romans  Laudis  amulo 
Difciplinat  fuas  Euclides,  &  Stagy rita, 

T^ubam  Maro,  Flaccus  Lyram, 
Euripides  Cothnrnum,  Facundiam  Cicero, 

Certatim  Detulere ; 
Vt  quod  paucis  unquam  contigit, 
Id  Egregio  buic  Juveni  palmar  htm  foret, 
1*ragocdiarri  in  Hippolito^,  yeftituere, 

Auriaci  gloriam  Scriptis  augere, 

Bodleio.  Poco^kio,  Phiiliplio,  Famam  addere. 

Dum  autem  Judicio  pollens  hmato, 

De  Sublimi  Dicendi  genere 
Longinus  alter  ofm  farat  arduum> 

Heu! 


Englifli  DRAMATICK  POETS.    245 

Heu  !  fato  immature  extinElw  eft ; 

Viris  Doclis,  &  Ingeniofit  femper  carus9 

Eo  mine  carior,  quia  abreptw. 

Obnt  A.  D.  MDCCX.  JEtat.  42. 

Mr.  THOMAS   SOUTHERN E. 

'HIS  Gentleman  was  born  at  Oxm^ntown  in 
Dublin,  the  Year  of  the  Reftoration  of  King 
Charles  II.  He  was  Four  Years  at  the  Univeriity 
there ;  from  whence  he  came  over  to  England,  and  in 
the  Year  1678,  enter 'd  himfelf  of  the  Middle-Temple. 
He  left  the  Studies  of  the  Law,  for  the  more  plea- 
(ing  Entertainment  of  the  Mufes,  and  afterwards, 
prompted  by  his  a&ive  Temper,  he  quitted  Poetry 
for  the  Wars;  but  he  firft  wrote  two  Plays  with  ve- 
ry good  Succefs.  When  the  Duke  ofMonmoutb  came 
into  England,  he  firfl  went  into  the  Army,  in  the  Re- 
giment of  Foot  raised  by  the  Lord  Ferrers,  after- 
wards Commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick  ;  and  he 
had  three  Commiffions,  viz,,  of  Enfign,  Lieutenant, 
and  Captain  under  King  James  in  that  Regiment. 
He  wrote  a  Play  in  that  King's  Reign,  a  Year  be- 
fore the  Revolution,  call'd  *fbe  Spartan  Dame,  a  Tra- 
gedy, which  has  not  yet  been  allowed  to  come  upon 
the  Stage,  tho'  every  Winter  he  is  in  hopes  of  its 
being  permitted  to  appear.  The  Subject  is  taken 
from  the  Life  of  Agis  in  Plutarch,  where  the  Cha- 
racter of  Chelonisy  between  the  Duties  of  a  Wife  and 
Daughter,  may  juftify  the  Picture  of  fo  excellent  a 
Woman.  After  the  Revolution  he  writ  Six  Plays, 
which,  with  the  Two  before,  are  as  follow  : 

I.  'fhe  Loyal  Brother,  or  The  Per  fan  Prince  ;  a  Tra- 
gedy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1682.    Dedica- 

R  3  ted 
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ted  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond.  The  Prologue  and 
Epilogue  to  this  Play  are  written  by  Mr.  Dryden. 
The  Story  is  taken  from  tfachmat  Prince  of  Perfia,  a 
Novel. 

II.  'The  DiJ "appointment ,  or  The  Mother  in  Fafiion ; 
afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1684.     Dedicated  to 
James  Earl  of  Ojfory.     Part  of  the  Plot  of  this  Play 
feems  to  be  borrowed  from  fhe  Curious  Impertinent  in 
Den  Quixote. 

III.  Sir  Anthony  Lcve,  or   'The  Rambling  Lady  ;    a 
Comedy,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1690.     Dedi- 
cated to  "Thomas  Ski f  withy  Efq,-   This  Play  was  aded 
with  great  Applaufe. 

IV.  'The  Wives  Excufe,  or  Cuckolds  make  themfetve.r ; 
a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  165)2.    De- 
dicated to  the  Right  Honourable  'fhomai  Whartony 
Efq;  Comptroller  of  his  Majefty's  Houfhold.    There 
is  a  great  deal  of  Gaity  of  Converfation,  and  Purity 
of  Language  in  this  Play. 

V.  efke  Maid's  La  ft  Prayer,  or  Any  thing  rather  than 
Fatly  a  Comedy,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1693. 
Dedicated  to  the  Honourable  Charles  Boyle,  Efq; 

VL  The  Fatal  Marriage,  or  "The  Innocent  Adultery  , 
a  Play,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1694.  Dedi- 
cated to  Anthony  Hammond,  Efq;  This  Play  ap- 
pear'don  the  Stage  with  vail  Applaufe,  the  Diftrefs 
being  extreamly  moving.  The  Tragical  Part 
of  this  Play  the  Author  owns  he  took  from  "The 
Nun,  or  The  Fair  l/ow- Breaker,  a  Novel,  writ  by 
Mrs.  Behn  ;  and  the  Incident  of  Fernando  being  per- 
fuaded  to  believe  that  he  had  been  Dead,  Buried, 
and  in  Purgatory,  feems  to  be  taken  from  Fletcher's 
Lntle  "Thief. 

VII.  OROONOKO;  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1696.  Dedicated  to  his  Grace 
William  Duke  of  Devon/lire .  This  Play  met  with  fuch 
very  great  Succefs  on  the  Stage,  that  Mr.  V^bruggen, 

by 
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by  his  Playing  therein,  acquir'd  the  Reputation  of 
one  of  the  beft  Actors  of  his  Time.  Mr.  Congreve 
wroLe  the  Epilogue  ;  and  the  Author  owns  in  his 
Dedication,  that  the  Plot  is  taken  from  Mrs.  Bebn's 
Novel  of  that  Name. 

VIII.  The  Fate  of  Capita  ;  a  Tragedy,  a&ed  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1700.  The  Prologue  of  this 
Play  is  writ  by  the  Honourable  Charles  Boyle,  Efq; 
and  the  Epilogue  by  Colonel  Codringion.  All  thefe 
Plays  are  publiuYd  in  Two  Volumes  12°,  1713. 

Mr.  Southerner  Play,  call'd,  "The  Wive*  Exnife,  or 
Cuckolds  make  themfefoes,  not  meeting  with  the  Suc- 
cefs  it  deferv'd,  Mr.  Dry  den  fent  him  thefe  excellent 
Lines  : 

May  be  thou  haft  not  '(leaf  d  the  Box  and  Pity          ~) 

Tet  thofe  who  blame  thy  'Tale,  commend  thy  Wit  ; 

So  Terence  Plotted-,  but  fo  Terence  Writ.  _> 

Like  his,  thy  thoughts  are  trite,  thy  Language  clean, 

Ervn  Leiudnefs  is  made  Moral  in  thy  Scene. 

I'be  Hearers  may  for  want  of    :  Nokes  repine, 

But  refl  feciire,  the  Readers  -will  be  thine. 

Nor  was  thy  laboured  Drama  damrid  or  hifsd> 

But  with  a  kind  Civility  ',  difmifs'd  : 

M/ith  fitch  good  Manners  as  the  t  Wife  did  ufe> 

Who,   not  accepting,  did  but  juH  refufe. 

There  was  a  Glance  at  parting  ;  fuch  a  Look 

As  bids  thee  not  give  o'er,  for  one  Rebuke. 

But  if  thou  V)ou/4ff  befeen,  as  well  as  read  j 

Copy  one  Living  Author,  and  one  Dead  ; 

The  Standard  of  thy  Style,  let  Etherege  be  : 

FM-  IWt,  th'  Immortal  Spring  o/.Wycherley. 

Seem  after  both,  to  drauj  fome  juft  Defign, 

And  the  next  Age  will  learn  to  Copy  Thine. 

R  4  Sir 


A  Fjmnus  Comedian. 
t  Tne  Wife  in  the  Play,  Mrs. 
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Sir  ROBERT  S  T  A  p  L  E  T  o  N. 

THIS   Learned    Author,     Gentleman  -  Ufnec 
of    the    Privy-Chamber  to  King  Charles  II, 
was  very  much  efteem'd  by  that  Prince.     He  wrote 
Two  Plays. 

I.  ffo  Sighted  Maid;    a  Comedy,  aded  at  the 
Theatre  in  Little  Lincolns-Lm-Fields  with  great  Ap- 
plaufe,  1663.     Dedicated  to  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Mwmoutk.     Part  of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Mart. 
Efi%r.  I.  4,   &c. 

II.  HERO  and  LEANDF.  R;   a  Tragedy,  1669. 
Dedicated  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Momxouth.     Plot  from 
Ovid's  Efifttes,   and  MU/XM  Erotopagion,   Greek  and 
Latin. 

This  Author   like  wife   tranflated  Juvenal,   and 


T 


Sir    R  I ^   C  H  A  R  D     S   T   E   E  L  E. 

H I S  Gentleman  was  born  in  Dublin.     He  left 

the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  young  ;  was  educated 

at  the  Charter- ffoufe ;  and,  a:  his  firft  Appearance  in  the 
World,  rid  privately  in  the  Guards,  when,  he  wrote 
a  fmall  Piece,  call'd,  The  Chriftian  Hero,  &c.  Upon 
Dedicating  this  Trtatife  to  the  Lord  CUTTS,  (who 
was  a  Lover  of  Wit,  and  a  Man'  of  Wit  himfelf ) 
by  that  "Nobleman's  Intereft  he  foon  obtained  a 
Captain's  Ccmmiffion.  The  Publick  are  very  much 
indebted  to  him  for  the  Entertainment  he  has  given 

them 


Englifli  DRAMATICK  POETS.    249 

them  in  the  "fatler,  Spectator,  Guardian,  Englijljmfin9 
Lwer,  Reader,  and  other  publick  Papers  ;  and  the  no- 
ble Stand  he  lately  made  in  Defenfe  of  his  Country, 
and  the  Prcteflant  Suaeffion  in  the  Mo/l  Illuftrious 
Houfe  of  HANOVER,  againft  a  Corrupt  Mmiflryy 
ought  always  to  be  remembred  to  his  Honour.  Since 
his  Ma  jelly's  Acceflion,  he  has  had  conferred  on  him 
the  Honour  of  Knighthood,  and  fome  Publick  Pre- 
ferments, tho'  I  can't  fay  equal  to  his  Merit.  As  to 
his  private  Character,  he  is  a  Man  of  the  moft  exten- 
iive  good  Nature,  Candour,  and  Generosity.  The 
Dramatick  Pieces  he  has  written  are  as  follow  : 

-I^Tbe  Funeral,  or  Grief  Al-a-Mode  -,  a  Comedy, 
t&echai:  the  Theatre  in  Dmry-Lane,  1702.  Dedi- 
cated to  the  Countefs  of  Albema.ie.  This  Play  has 
a  great  dfcal  of  Humour  in  it,  and  was  acted  with 
Applaufe. 

II.  Theli^der  Husband,  or  The  Acccmplffid  F^':; 
a  Comedy,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1703,    D~ 
dicated  to  Jofeph  Addifon,  Efq;     The  Prologue  to 
this  Play  is  writ  by  Mr.  Addifon. 

III.  ihe  Lying  Lovers,  or  The  Ladies  Friendfap  ;  a 
Comedy,  acled  at  the  Theacre  Royal,  1  704.     Dedi- 
cated to  the  Duke  of  Ormond.     All  thefe  Plays  met 
with  Succefs  on  the  Stage,  and  are  printed  in  one 
Volume  12°,    with  a   general   Dedication   to   the 
Datchefs  of  Hamilton. 


^ 

Mr.    JOHN    STEPHENS. 
i  ^ 

A  N  Author,  who  in  the  Reign  of  King  James  I, 

writ  a  Tragedy,  call'd, 

C  Y  N  T  H  i  A'J  Revenge,  161  3.  This  is  one  of  the 
longefl  Plays  that  ever  was  written.  The  Plot  from 
Lucans  pharfalia  and  Ovid's  Mtfiimorpho/is. 

Mr. 
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WILLIAM   STRODE. 

HP  HIS  Gentleman,  a  Poet  and  Divine,,  liv'd  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I.  He  was  born  in 
Eeuoufhirey  and  at  Nineteen  Years  of  Age  was  ad- 
mitted Student  of  Chnft-Church-Colkge,  Oxford  ;  after 
he  had  taken  his  Degrees  of  Batchelor  and  Matter 
of  Arts,,  he  was  chofen  Univerfity  Orator,  which 
Poll  he  had  not  long  enjoy'd,  before  he  was  made 
a  Canon  and  Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  writ  one 
Play. 

'The  Floating-  Ifland  ,  a  Comedy,  acted  before  his 
Majeily  by  the  Students  of  Chfift  -Gbwchy  1639. 
This  Play  has  a  great  deal  of  Morality  in  it,  and 
was  commended  by  the  King.  It  was  not  printed 
'till  the  Year  1655,  Eleven  Years  after  the  Author's 
Death-  He  died  in  the  Year  1644,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Chapel  of  Chrift-Church. 


&  ft 


S 


Sir  JOHN   SUCKLING. 

O  N  of  Sir  John  Suckling,  Comptroller  of  the 
Houfhold  to  King  Charles  I.     He  was  born  at 
y  in  the  County  of  Middlefex\  1613,  with  a 


remarkable  Circumftance  of  his  Mother's  going  'till 
the  Eleventh  Month  with  him,  which  the  Natura- 
lifts  look  upon  as  a  Sign  ofr  a  vigorous  and  hardy 
Cpnftitution^  and  it  is  certain,  the  Slownefs  of  his 
Birch  was  fufficiently  made  up  in  the  Qulckncfs. 
Strength,  and  Pregnancy  of  his  Parts,  which  he  fail 
difcover'd  by  his  ftrangc  Propenfiry  to  Languages  ; 

info- 
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infomuch  that  he  is  faid  to  have  fpoke  Latin  at  Five 
Years  old,  and  to  have  writ  it  at  Nine. 

From  this  early  Foundation,  he  proceeded  in  the 
Courfe  of  his  Studies,  to  apply  the  Ufe  or"  Words 
to  the  Attainment  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  mod 
of  which  he  arrived  to  in  an  eminent  Degree. 
Thofe  which  he  more  particularly  admired,  were 
Mufick  and  Poetry ;  and  tho'  he  excelled  in  both,  he 
profeffed  neither,  fo  as  to  make  them  his  Bufinefs, 
but  ufed  them  rather  as  his  Miftrefles,  to  foften  the 
Harfhnefs  and  Drinefs  of  his  other  Studies,  juft  as 
his  Leifure  or  Fancy  inclined  him.  His  Learning  in 
other  Kinds  was  polite  and  general  ,•  and  the/  the 
Sprightlinefs  and  Vivacity  of  his  Temper  would  not 
(lifter  him  to  be  long  intent  upon  one  Study,  yet  he 
had  that  which  made  amends  for  it  in  his  ftrength  of 
Genius  and  Capacity,  which  required  lefs  Pains  and 
Application  in  him,  than  it  did  in  others,  to  make 
himfelf  Mailer  of  it. 

When  he  had  taken  a  Survey  of  the  mod  remark- 
able Things  at  Home,  he  traveled  to  digeft  and  en- 
large his  Notions  from  a  View  of  other  Countries; 
where  he  made  a  Collection  of  their  Virtues,  with- 
out any  tin<5ture  of  their  Vices  and  Follies,  only 
that  fome  thought  he  had  a  little  too  much  of  the 
French  Air,  which  being  not  fo  agreeable  to  the 
Gravity  and  Solidity,  for  which  his  Father  was  re- 
markable, or  indeed  to  the  Severity  of  the  Times  he 
lived  in,  was  imputed  to  him  as  a  Fault,  and  the 
effect  of  his  Travels-  But  k  was  certainly  rather 
natural  than  acquired  in  him,  the  Eafinefs  of  his 
Carriage  and  Addrefs  being  fuitab:e  to  the  Opennefs 
of  his  Heart,  and  to  the  Gaiety,  Wic  and  Gallantry, 
which  were  fo  confpicuous  in  him  ;  and  he  fcems  all 
along  to  'have  piqued  himfelf  upon  nothing  more 
than  the  Character  of  a  Cwtiej;  and  a  Fiuc  Gentle- 
man, which  he  fo  far  attained  co,  that  he  was  al- 

low'd 
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low'd  to  have  the  peculiar  Happinefs  of  making 
every  thing  he  did,  become  him. 

He  was  not  fo  devoted  to  the  Mufes,  or  to  the 
Softnefs  and  Luxury  of  Courts,  as  to  be  wholly  a 
Stranger  to  the  Camp.  In  his  Travels  he  made  a 
Campaign  under  the  Great  Guflavus  Adclphtts,  where 
he  was  prefent  at  three  Battles,  and  five  Sieges,  be- 
fides  other  Skirmi&es  between  Parties ;  and  from 
fuch  a  confiderable  Scene  of  Action,  gain'd  as  much 
Experience  in  Six  Months,  as  otherwife  he  might 
have  done  in  as  many  Years.  And  after  his  Return 
to  his  Country,  he  raifed  a  Troop  of  Horfe  for  the 
King's  Service  entirely  at  his  own  Charge,  and  fo 
richly  and  compleatly  mounted,  that  it  ilood  him  in 
1 2000  /.  But  his  Endeavours  did  not  meet  with  the 
Succefs  he  promifed  himfeif  for  his  Ma  jetty's  Service, 
which  he  laid  very  much  to  Heart,  and  foon  after 
this  Mifcarriage  was  feized  with  a  Fever,  of  which 
he  died  at  Twenty  Eight  Years  of  Age.  In  which 
ihort  Space  he  had  done  enough  to  procure  him  the 
Love  and  Efteem  of  all  the  politefl  Men  who  con- 
verfed  with  him  :  But  as  he  had  fet  out  in  the 
World  with  ail  the  Advantages  of  Birth  and  Perfon, 
Education,  Parts  and  Fortune,  he  had  raifed  Peoples 
Expectation  of  him  to  a  prodigious  height ;  and  if 
his  Character  does  not  appear  enough  difHnguifh'd 
in  the  Hiftory  of  tliofe  Times,  it  can  be  afcribed  to 
nothing  but  the  Immaturity  of  his  Death,  which 
did  not  allow  him  time  for  A&ion. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  Reader  with  any  other 
Character  of  his  Writings,  than  what  has  been  given 
of  them  by  Mr.  Lloyd  in  his  Memoirs,-  that  his  Po- 
ems are  clean,  fprighdy  and  natural ;  his  Difcour- 
f;:s  full  and  convincing  j  his  Plays  well  humour'd  and 
raking;  his  Letters  fragrant  and  fparklingj  He  ob~ 
ierves  farther,  that  his  Thoughts  were  not  fo  look 
as  his  Exr>rjiiio:ir,  nor  his  Life  fo  vain  as  his 

.*  * 
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Thoughts,  and  at  the  fame  time  makes  'an  Allow- 
ance for  his  Youth  and  Sanguine  Complexion,  which 
would  eaiily  have  been  rectified  by  a  little  more 
Time  and  Experience.  Of  this  we  have  Inftances 
in  his  Occasional  Difcourfe  about  Religion  to  My 
Lord  Dorfet,  to  whom  he  had  the  Honour  to  be  re- 
lated, and  in  his  Thoughts  of  the  Poflure  of  Affairs 
in  the  State  to  Mr.  Jermm,  afterwards  Earl  of 
St.  A/bans;  in  both  which  he  has  difcovered,  that 
he  could  Think  as  coolly,  and  Reafon  as  juftly, 
as  Men  of  more  Years,  and  lefs  Fire.  JTis  in  regard 
to  thefe  Thoughts,  with  fome  other  Sentences  or 
Religion  and  Morality,  which  he  delivered  to  his 
•Friends  about  him  in  the  time  of  his  Sicknefsa  that 
Mr.  Lkyd  thus  concludes  his  Account  of  him. 

Ne  ha  Zelantis  anima  Sacriores 

ScintiOula  iff  urn,  unde  decider  ant,  fpir  antes 

Coelum>  &  Author  Magnus  ipsay 
Aliis  dedity  carer  et  memorta  ;  Inter  ejfe 
Pofteris  pittavimm  brevem  Honor  atiffimt 
iYi  Johannis  Sucklingii  uitam 
Effe  perennandam. 


Utfote  qui  NoliliflimA  Sucklingiorum 
dm,  cut  tantum  reddidit,  quantum  accepit,  honorem,  Nat. 
Cal.  April  1613.  Withamiae  in  Agro  Middlef.  Re* 
natm  ibid.  Mail  7™°  &  denatus  164  -----  haud  jam 
flrigefjlmus,  &  fcriptu  digniffima  fecit  y  &  fatlu  dignifli- 
ma  fcripfit,  C  alamo  par  her  &  gladio  Celebris  y  facts  Ar- 
gKaru*,  &  belli, 


He  has  given  us  Four  Plays,  viz,. 

I.  A  G  L  A  u  R  A  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy  .  acted  at  the 
private  Houie  in  the  Black-Fry  ars.  This  was  ef- 
tecm'd  an  excellent  Comedy.  The  toil  Acl  of  this 

Play 
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play  may  be  alter'd  at  pleafure  to  make  it  either 
Tragedy,   or  Tragi-Ccmedy. 

II.  the  Goblins  ;    a  Tragi-Comedy,  prefented  by 
his  Majefty's  Servants  at  the  private  Houfe  in  the 
£  lack-Fry  ars. 

III.  B  R  E  N  N  o  R  A  LT,  or  7*he  D  if  contented  Colonel  ; 
a  Tragedy,  likewife  aded  in  the  Black-Fry  ars. 

IV.  The  Sad  One  j   a  Tragedy.     This  Play  Sir 
John  never  finifh'd.     His  Works,  confiding  of  Plays, 
Poems,  Letters  and  Difcourfes,  are  printed  in  One 
Volume  8V°. 


GILBERT    SWINHOE, 

HTHIS  Author  liv'd  in  the  Reigns  of  King  CW^/ 
I  and  II.     He  was  born  in  the  County  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  writ  one  Play,  call'd, 

'fhe  Unhappy  Fair  IRENE;  a  Tragedy,  1 658.  The 
Story  is  taken  from  EandeUos  Novels,  Life  of  Maho- 
met I,  and  the  Turkijk  Ciironicles. 


T, 

N  A  H   U   M     T  A  T  E, 


THIS  Gentleman,  our  late  Poet-Laureat,  was 
born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  there 
educated.  He  was  a  Man  of  Learning,  Can- 
dour, and  Courteous  to  all.  He  had  a  good  mare 
of  Wit,  and  a  great  deal  of  Modefty,  which  pre- 
vented his  making  his  Fortune,  and  being  incumber'd 

with 
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with  Debts,  he  had  for  fevcral  Years  the  Patronage 
of  the  Earl  of  Dorfet.  *He  died  in  the  Mint,  Anno 
1716,  and  was  interred  in  St.  Georges  Church  South" 
uark.  He  has,  belides  feveral  Poetical  Performances, 
and  a  Verfion  of  the  PSALMS,  (in  conjunction  with 
Dr.  Brady)  given  us  Nine  Plays,  vtz,. 

I.  BRUTUS  of  ALBA;    an  Opera,  prefented  at 
the  Duke  of  Tortis  Theatre,  16 78.     Dedicated  to 
the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl   of  Dorfet  and 
Middle  fex.     The  Defign  of  this  Opera  is  taken  from 
Virgil's  JStieids,  B.  IV. 

II.  "The  Loyal  General-,    a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Duke's  Theatre,  1680.     Dedicated  to  Edward  Toy-* 
lor,  Efq; 

III.  RICHARD  the  "Third,  or  'The  Sicilian  Ufurper  ; 
an  Hiftorical  Play,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
1 68 1.     Dedicated  to  George  Rajmford,  Efq,-     This 
was  a  Play  of  Shake/dear's  revived  and  alter  a. 

IV.  'The  Ingratitude  of  a   Common-wealth,    or  'The 
FaU  of  CAIUS   MARIUS  CORIOLANUS;  acted 
at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1682.      Dedicated  to  Charles 
Lord  Herbert,  Marquifs  of  Worcefter.     Part  of  this 
Play  is  borrow'd  from  Shahef fears  'Coriolanm. 

V.  Cuckold's  Haven,  or  An  Alderman  no  Conjurer; 
a  Farce,   acted  at  the  Queen's  Theatre  in  Dorfet- 
Garden,  1685.     Dedicated  to  Colonel  'Afiton.    Part 
of  the  Plot  of  this  Piece  feems  to  be  taken  from  Ben 
Jchvfons  Eaftward  Hoe,  and  the  Devil's  an  Afs. 

VI.  A  Duke  and  no  Duke ;  a  Farce,  acted  by  their 
Ma  jellies  Servants,  1685.     Dedicated  to  Sir  John 
Hewyt.     In  which  are  feveral  Songs  fet  to  Mulick, 
with  thorough  Baffes  for  the  Theorbo  or  Bafs-Viol. 
The  Plot  from  TrOfpolin  Supposed  a  Prime. 

VII.  The  I/land  Princefi  ;    a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted 
at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1687.    Dedicated  to  Henry 
Lord  Wa 'grave.     This  is  Ffetcbet's  Ifland  Prmefs  re- 
viv'd,  with  Alterations. 

VIII. 
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VIII.  LEAR,    King   of  England,    and  his    Three 
Daughters  ;   an  Hiftorical  Play,  aded  at  the  Duke's 
Theatre,  1687.     Dedicated  to  Thomas  Botekr,  Efq; 
This  Play  was  performed  with  great  Applaufe.     It  is 
one  of  Shakefpears  revived,  with  Alterations,  and  is 
row  call'd,    The  flnie  and  Ancient  Hi/lory  of  King 
LEAR. 

IX.  Injured  Love,  or  T'he  Cruel  Husband  -,    a  Tra- 
gedy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-Lane. 


c 


-  JOHN   TATEHAM. 

I  T  Y  -  P  O  E  T  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
_     He  writ  Four  Plays. 

I.  7%t  Dtftrafte'd  State ;  a  Tragedy,  1651.    Dedi- 
cated to  Sir  John  Sidley. 

II.  Scots  Vagaries,  or  A  Knot  of  Knaves  ,•  a  Come- 
dy, 1652.     Dedicated  to  Robert  Dormer,  Efq; 

III.  Love  Crowns  the  End  ;  a  Tragi~Comedy,i<557. 

IV.  The  Rump,    or  rfhe  Mirror  of  the  Late  Times  ; 
a  Comedy,  aded  at  the  private  Houfe  in  Dorfet- 
Courty  1661.  Dedicated  to  Walter  Barnes,  Efq;  This 
Play  has  been  reviv'd  under  the  Title  of  The  Round- 
beads. 


Mr.  WILLIAM  T  A  v  E  R  N  E  R. 

« 

H I S  Gentleman  is  dcfcended  from  the  Taver- 
ners  of  North  Elmham  in  No-fj'k,  who  re- 
mov'd  to  Nettle-Bed  in  Oxford&re,  and  fettled  laft 
at  Hexton  in  Hertfordfkire.  He  is  the  Son  of  Mr.  Je- 
remiah Taverner  Face-Painter,  was  bred  to  the  Crjil 

Law, 
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Lnwy  and  is  at  this  Time  a  Proctor  of  the  Archet- 
He  has  writ  Five  Plays,  viz,. 

I.  The  fiiitbftd  Bride  of  Granada  ;  a  Comedy. 

II.  -.The  Mdid  the  •  Mifirefs  ;  a  Comedy. 

III.  -'The  &  male  Advocates,    or  The  .  F.-antick   Stock- 
Jobbers;  a  Comedy.    Thefe  three  acted  at  the  Thea- 
tre Royal  in  Drury-Lane. 

IV.  The  .Avtjul  Husband  \  a  Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincoln*?  Inn-Field*  with  Applaufe,  1715. 
Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Scarf  dale. 

V.  The  Artful  Wije  •;    a  Comedy,  ad:ed   at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincoln*-  Inn-  Fields,  1717.      '  his  Play,  tho' 
it  did  not  meet  with  equal  Succefs,  is  in  all  Refpects 
far  fuperior  to  the  former. 

' 


n  A       D  -r  ^ 

Mr.  ROBERT  TAYLOR. 

A   GENTLEMAN,  who,  in  the  Reign  of  King 
-^  James  I,  writ  one  Play,  catl'd, 

The  H>;g  has  loft  his  Pearl-,  a  Comedy,  \6n.  It 
was  feverai  times  afted  by  a  Set  of  London-  Appren- 
tices. 


Mr.  LEWIS  THEOBALD, 


THIS  Gentleman  was  born  at  Sittingta-me  in 
Kent,  of  which  Place  his  late  Father,  Mr.  Peter 
Theobald,  was  an  eminent  Attorney.  His  School- 
Learning  he  received  chiefly  under  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Ellis  at  I/kwonh  in  Mtddlsfex,  and  hath  fince 
applied  himfelf  to  the  Study  and  Practice  of  the 
Law.  He  is  mentioned  here  on  account  of  the  fol- 

S  lowing 
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lowing  Pieces,  and  Tranflations,  in  the  Dramatick 
Way. 

I.  "The  Perfian  Princefs,    or  Ttx  Royal  Villain  >    a 
Tragedy,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury- 
Lane.     Printed  in  the  Year  1715,  and  Dedicated  to 
her  Grace  Mary  Dutchefs  of  Ormond.     The  Author 
fays  in  his  Preface,  this  Play  was  written  and  acted 
before  he  was  full  Nineteen  Years  old.     The  Plot 
feems  to  be  a  Fiction,  and  borrowed  from  no  Cir- 
cumftances  of  the  Perfian  Hiftory. 

II.  "The  Perfidious  Brother ;    a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  in  Little Lincolns-lnn-Fieldsy  iji6.     This 
Play  is  built  after  the  Model  of  the  Orphan,  the 
whole  Scene  of  it  lying  in  a  private  Family. 

III.  PAN  and  SYRINX;  an  Opera  of  one  Act, 
fet  to  Mufick   by  Mr.  Gattiard.     Perform 'd  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincoln*- Inn-Field^  1717.     For  the  Story 
confult  Ovid's  Metam. 

IV.  Entertainments   for  a  Subfcription  -  Opera., 
call'd,  7%e  Lady's  Triumph  ;    fet  to  Mufick  by  Mr. 
Galliard.    Perform'd  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincolns-Inn- 
Fieldsy  1718.    For  the  Mafque  at  the  latter  End, 
confult  the  Story  of  Decim  Miwdus,  and  Paulina  in 
Jofepbus. 

V.  ELECTRA;    a  Tragedy.     Tranflated  from 
the  Greek  of  Sophocles,  with  Notes.     Printed  in  the 
Year  1714.     Dedicated  to  Jofepb  Addifon,  Efq; 

VI.  OEDIPUS,   King  of  'Thebes  ;    a   Tragedy. 
Tranflated  from  Sophocles,  with  Notes.     Printed  in 
the  Year  1715.    Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honoura- 
ble LM^TxEarl  of  Rockingham. 

VII.  P  L  u  T  u  s,  or  'The  World's  Idol ;    a  Comedy. 
Tranilated   frcm    the   Greek   of   Anftophanes,    with 
Notes.     Printed  in  the  Year  1715.     Dedicated  to 
his  Grace  John  Duke  of  Argyle,     The  Author  has 
to  this  Tranflation  prefixed  a  Difcourfe,  containing 
fome  Account  of  Art  flop  fanes  and  his  two  Comedies 
of  Pbftw,  and  The  Ckuds.  VIII. 
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VIII.  7'he  Cloud*  •;  a  Comedy.  Tranflated  from 
Ariflof  hones  9  with  Notes.  Printed  in  the  Year  1715. 
Dedicated  to  John  Glarwille,  Efq;  This  Play  was  like- 
wife  tranflated  by  TbrnqaA  Stanley,  Efq; in  the  Yean  687. 

What  other  Pieces  this  Author  has  publifli'd,  nor 
being  in  the  Dramatick  Way,  do  riot  properly  fall 
under  the  Notice  of  this  Treatife.  He  has  by  him 
a  Tragedy  ready  for  the  Stage,  called,  *fhe  Death  of 
HANNIBAL,  and  has  fmifh'd  a  Tranflation  of  the 
Seven  Tragedies  of  JE  s  c  H  y  L  u  s. 


.  THOMAS  THOMPSON. 

A    P  L  A  G  I  A  RY,  who  was  fo  unhappy,  that  he 
could  neither  difguife  or  improve  his  Thefts. 
He  publilh'd  two  Plays. 

I.  The  Englijh  Rogue  ;   a  Comedy,  j  6(58.    Dedica- 
ted to  Mrs.  Alice  Barret. 

II.  Mother  S  H  i  P  T  o  N,  her  Life  i  acted  with  great 
Applaufe.     The  Plot  from  a  little  Book  call'd  by 
the  fame  Name  :    Moft  of  the  Characters  and  Lan- 
guage are  taken  from  Tlx  City-Madam)  and  The  Chaft 
Maid  of  Cheafjide. 


Mr.  JOSEPH  TRAPP,  M.  A. 


aU  O  N  D  A  M  Chaplain  to  the  late  Lord  B&lmg- 
broke,  and  at  prefent  Lecturer  of  Sr.  Martins  in 
the  Fields.     He  was  educated  at 
where  he  writ  a  Play,  call'd, 

A  BRA  MULE,  or  Lo've  and  Empire;    a  Tragedy, 
acted  at  the  Theatre  in   LiyKolns-Inn-Fitld^  1704, 

S  2  with 
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with  Applaufc.  Dedicated  to  the  Right  Honou- 
rable the  Lady  Harriot  d  dolphin.  He  has  publifh'd 
fcvcral  Poems,  and  Translations.,  particularly  the 
- 


ALueis  of  Vv.-vl  in  Blank  Verfe. 

0 


CATHARINE    TROTH  ER. 

H  I  S  Gentlewoman  was  defcended  of  Scots  Pa- 
rents, but  born  and  bred  in  England.  She  has 
writ  Five  Plays,  wherein  the  Paffions  are  well  de- 
fcrib'd,  and  the  Di&ion  is  juit  and  familiar. 

I".  AGN  ES  -de  .CASTRO;-  a  Tragedy.,  a-fted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  1696.  Dedicated  to  the  Right 
Honourable  Charles  Earl  of  Dorfit  and  Middlefex. 
This  Play  met-  with  very  gcod  Snccefs.  'Tis  built 
on  a  French,  Novel  of  the  fame  Title,,  tranflated  iit- 
to  Englifi  by  Mrs.  Beki, 

II.  Fatal  Friexdfiip  ;    a   Tragedy,    aftcd    at   the 
Theatre  in  LiiKolu-Inn-F^U^  1698.     Dedicated  to 
her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs'yta*?  of  Denmark. 
This  Pi  ay  was  afted.with  very  great  Applaufe. 

III.  The  Unhappy  -penitent  ;    a  Traged\',  a<5ted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal. 

IV.  Love  at  a  Zc/r,   or  Tl/f/7  fetes  carry  it  ;    a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal. 

V.  The  Revolution  of  Sweden  ;    a  Tragedy,  aded 
at  the  Tneatre  Royal.     Mrs.  Brother  was  very  much 
inclined  to  Philofophical  Studies,  and  has  written  a 
very  pretty  fmall  Piece  in  Defenfe  of  Mr.  LOCK  E'S 
Effay  concerning  Huma>i  Uuderftandivg.     Some  time  at- 
ter  the  writing  of  her  lair.  Play,  fhe  was,  by  the  late 
Bifhop  of  Salisbury^  converted  from  the  Romijh  Per- 
iliaiion,  and  was,  by  his  Lordlhip's  Recommenda- 
tion, marriea  to  a  Clergyman. 

Mr. 
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C?     •  CV?  V  ' 

o-' 

• 


.  RICHARD  T  u  K  E. 

- 

UTHOR  of  a  Religious  Play,  call'd,  J 

The  Divine  Cowed;  an,  or  The  Right  L>  of 
Plays;  a  Sacred  'Tragi-Comedy,  1672.  Dedicatee! 
to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Counted  'pr  Wii 
This  Play  was  firfl:  call'd,  The  Soul's  Warfare. 


.:        '  ; 

&>   SAMUEL        u  K  E. 

bsbr.soV  '"n?"^ 

A     N  Effex.  Gentleman,  a  Colonel  in  the  Army, 

X\  wil°  tranilated,  \vith  Improvements,  an'  ex- 

cellent Spani/h-Pis,}',  call'd, 

The  Adventures  of  Five  Hours  -y    a  Tragi-Comed.};, 

afted  with  great  Applaiiie,  1662.     Dedicated  to  the 

'Right  Honourable  Henry  .  Howard1  of  Norfolk,  hiq; 

This  Play  has  feveral  Copies  of  Verfes  before  it, 

-writ  by  Mr^'Cciu/^  Mr.  -Evelyn,  and  other  eminent 

Poets- 

-! 


.  X 

-«    r  s-,  T» 

<n;     Afr.  CYRIL    T  .u  R  N  E  R. 


f.- 

A  GENTLEMAN,  who,  in  tlu  Reign  of 
Tr  •  r<*  T  ^1 

King  J7f^  \\  writ  two  "la}'s- 
vl.1.  T?^  Athefis  Tragedy.     Part  of'  the  Plot  is  taken 
from  Boccaces  Novels,  Day  7.  ^Vw.  6. 
^11.  The  Loyal  Better  >  or   The  Reva^/i   T&lffii 
fcvcral  times  a6ctd  .by  die  King's  Servants. 

c 
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Mr.  Wmflanly  writ  this  Couplet  in  Commenda- 
tion of  this  Author : 

His  Tame  to  that  mid  Track  "was  only  rat?d% 
n  not  to  be  defpis'd  nor  over-prats' d. 


u. 

JOHN  V  A  N  B  R  u  G  H. 

THIS  Gentleman  is  defcended  from  a  very 
good  Family  in  Chejhire,  and  had  beftow'd  on 
him  a  liberal  Education.  He  was  early  inclined  to 
Writing,  and  thoJ  his  Plays  are  all  univerfaliy  ap- 
plauded, yet  his  Modelly  would  not  permit  him  to 
affix  his  Name  to  any.  He  has  a  great  deal  of 
Wit  in  all  his  Performances,  and  {hews  a  very 
great  fprightlinefs  of  Converfation.  His  Characters 
are  juflly  drawn,  appear  more  like  Originals  than 
Copies,  and  fhew  the  Lineaments  of  Nature  with- 
out the  Stifthefs  of  Art.  His  Men  of  Wit  are  real- 
ly fo,  and,  as  another  Author  has  obferv'd,  he  puts 
Folly  into  fuch  a  Light,  that  it  is  as  diverting  to  the 
Reader  as  Spedator  ,•  and  his  Fools  are  fo  pleafing, 
that  you  are  not  weary  of  their  Company  before 
they  leave  you.  His  Dialogue  is  extremely  eafy, 
and  well  turn'd,  and  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  this 
Gentleman  and  Mr.  Congreve  have  juftly  gain'd  the 
Preference  of  all  our  Modern  Writers  of  Comedy, 
His  Plays  are  as  follow, 

I.  The  Relaffe,  or  Virtue  in  Danger^  being  the  Se- 
quel to  Louis  laft  Shift,  or  The  Fool  in  Fafiion  ;  a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  16^7,  This 

Play 
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Play  was  acted  with  great  Applaufe ;  and  the  Cha- 
racter of  my  Lord  Fvppington  fails  very  little  fhort  of 
Sir  George  Etherege's  Sir  Foplwg  Flutter,  which  is  al- 
low'd  to  be  a  Mailer-piece ;  but  the  broken  Scenes 
are  judg'd  an  Irregularity.  This  Play  was  writ  in 
Six  Weeks. 

II.  The  Prowk'd  Wife ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincolns-Inn-Fields  with  great  Applaufe  : 
But  fome  of  our  Criticks  objected  againft  it  as  a 
loofe  Performance,   tho'  I  think  the  Defign  of  it  is 
very  juft ,  for  it  teaches  Husbands  how  they  ought 
to  expect  their  Wives  fhould  fhew  a  Refentment,  if 
they  ufe  them  as  Sir  John  Brute  did  his  :  Such  Huf- 
bands  may  learn,  by  fatal  Experience,  that  neglect- 
ed and  abus'd  Virtue  and  Beauty  may  be  provok'd 
to  yield  to  the  Motives  of  Revenge,   and  that  the 
forcible  Solicitations  of  an  agreeable  Perfon,  who 
not  only  demonftrates  a  Value,  but  a  Paffion  fot 
what  the  PofTeifor  flights,  may  be  fufficiently  pre- 
valent with  an  ill-us'd  Wife  to  forfeit  her  Honour. 

III.  JEso?)   a  Comedy,   acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,   with  Applaufe.     This  Play  was  original- 
ly writ  in  French  by  Mr.  Bourfaut>  but  the  Scenes 
of  Sir  Polydorus  Hogftye,  the  Play?t-s,  the  Senator  and 
the  Beau  are  a<lded  by  the  Author.     This  Play  con- 
tains a  great  deal  of  general  Satire,  and  very  ufeful 
Morality,  yet  it  had  not  the  Succefs  it  merited,  ef- 
percially  in  the  firft  two  Nights  Reprefentation  :    It 
was  admir'd  that  this  Play,  which  very  much  excels 
the  French  one,  fhould  not  hold  out  above  a  Week, 
when  that  was  acted  for  near  a  Month  together ;  but 
thefe  Things  are  eafily  accounted  for,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  at  Pan's  there  is  no  Prejudice  againft  the 
Stage,  and,  in  this  City,  all  publick  Entertainments 
are  determin'd  by  Party  Cenfures. 
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IV.  'The  Fdlfe  Friend;    a  Comedy,  a&ed  at  the 
Theatre  Royal  in  D  sun-  Lane. 


Queers  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. 

~\}\.  ?fo  Country- Houfc ,  a  Farce.    Translated  from 
the  Fiencb.   -Acted  at  both  Tneatres. 

.     :.  .  •     . 

-•o..    c*      £  -   ~.    j.oj  .-_    ^  ._   ..  >   -,      .o^.ot.  > 
..-  _  _ 

G    £    O    R    G.  E      V    I    L    L    E    R    S, 

Duke  •  of  Buckingham, 
b 

A      NOBLEMAN  of  incomparable  Parts  in 
V    the  Reien  of  Kins  Charles  II,  and  the  ereateft 

Jt-  O  i—1  ->  CJ 

_ riiament  of  that  Prince's  Court.  He  has  honourd 
the  Stage  with  two  Dramatick  Performances. 

I.  ""fhe  Rebta  -fill  The  jufteft  and  trueft  Satire  the 
V7orld  ever  faw-,  and  wi41.be  an-everlailing  Demon- 
ftraiicn  of  the  A'-itriors-  Wit.  When,  his  Grace  be- 
gan this  Farce-,  I  could  never  exa.&ly  learn ;  but  thus 
much  we  may  c-jrLa.inly  gather  from  the  Plays  re- 
fkfhd  on  in  it,  that  it  was  before  the  End  of  1663, 

J'hninYd  before  the  End  of.  1664,  becaufe  it  "had 
been  ilveral  limes  Rehears'd,  'the  -Players  were  per- 
fect:n^  their  Parts,  and  all  thin'gs  in  readinefs  for  us 
Actiiig,  bt'icre  the  great  PJague-i^55,  and  that,  then 
prevented  it ;  but  what  was  then  intended,  was  ve- 
ry different  from  ivhat  now  appears.  In  that, -he 
cai/d  his  Pojt  B.'/b-f!,  by  which  Name  Sir  Robert. 
Hr^a.  d  was  the  Pvrfon  pointed  at.  During  this  In- 
terval ma;  v  Plays  Cuine  forth,  writ  in  Heroic- 
Rhirpe  ,  a,  don  the  Death  oi  Sir  William D'Avenant, 
icc:^,  wi  cm  Mr.  L/,\den  fixceeded  as  Laureat,  it 
became  ftiii  in  greater  Vogue  :  Thismovxl  the  Duke 

to 
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to  change  the  Name  of  his  Poet  from  Bilb->a  to  Bayes, 
It  was  brought  upon  the  Stage  m  the  Year  1671, 
and  afted  with  univerfal  Applaufe. 

II.  The  Chances;  a  Comedy,  .acted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal.     A  beautiful  and  corrcd:  .Edition  of  thcfe 
Two  Plays  has  been  lately  reprinted  in  a  neat  Poc-. 
ket  Volume,,  with  a  compkat  Key  to  the  former. 

*  f  \ 

^  r»  »»/     r  ------  -t*t  •  *  -'  ...  .       fc 

ZSif/Di  J\/  j*^ 


•.  ?iW  ?hn:  10.  .     . .    . 

2liV7  3:  i   3fl 

"VV» 

L  1 

.  L  E  \v  i  s    WAGER. 

i# 

LEARNED  Clerk,  who  Hv'd  in  the  'Reign 
of  Queen   Elizabeth,  and  wrote  one  Inter- 

IT  '       f 

:  -W, 

.MARY   M  A  G  D  A  L  E  N,    her  Life  and  Repentance, 
1567.     This  Play  is  printed  in  an  old  black  Letter. 

.'HI  IE!! 

^yv, \>fc  «''  .vx-.v"/; y"/,yv, yv yz'y'f:  \v x  x"/, y"i yr/.  \v'x >v'';  v-i y'/i jv^ Nv/<j NV/-^ i-*^ N«K N'r2 

^^^M^^^^^4!^ 

'  . 

-H  Ji    oi 

EDMUND    WALLER, 

3d;  fts  ,v 

^P:HIS  admirable   Poet  \vas-born  at  Cokjhill  in 

Hertford -we,  in  the.  Year.  1^05.  He.  was  Son 
of  Robert  Waller  of  Agmonde[hamy  in  the  County  of 
£uckwghamy  Efq;  and  nis  Mother  was  of  the  anci- 
ent Family  of  tkc-ttiwpdexs  in  that  County.  His 
Father  was  bred  a. Lawyer,  and  practised  at  the  Bar 
fome  time,  and  by  his  prudent  OEconomy  left  him 
an  Eftate  of  3500 /.a  Year,  tho1  his  Family  was  but 
a  younger  Branch  of  the  Wallers  otKera.  His  Father 
dying  when  he  was  very  young,  the  Care  of  his  E- 

ducation 


^» 
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ducation  fell  to  his  Mother,  who  fent  him  firft  to 
Eton-  School,  from  whence  he  removed  to  Kings 
College,  Cambridge.  He  began  to  write  at  Sixteen, 
and  was  fo  early  fit  for  Bufinefs,  that  at  Seventeen 
Years  of  Age  he  was  chofen  into  the  laft  Parliament 
of  King  James  I,  and  ferv'd  as  Burgefs  for  AgmQn- 
defiant-  He  had  the  Honour  to  be  carefs'd  by  Per- 
fons  of  the  beft  Quality  at  Court,  and  was  very  inti- 
mate with  my  Lord  Falkland,  ChiUingworth,  Godolfhin, 
&c.  and  likewife  with  the  Countefs  of  Carlifle,  and 
others  of  the  Fair  Sex  famous  for  their  Wit ;  nor  was 
he  lefs  converfant  with  the  greateft  Wits  of  France^ 
Voiture,  La  Fontaine,  St.  Ewemond,  &c.  During  the 
Ufurpation  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  he  was  concern'd  in  a 
Confpiracy,  to  recover  the  City  of  London  into  the 
King  s  Hands  -,  and  being  betray'd  by  his  Sifter 
Price,  he  was  nVd  icooo/.  andfufter'd  Banifhment. 
Upon  the  Reftoration,  he  was  us'd  with  great  Hu- 
manity by  King  Charles  II.  He  was  very  much  in 
Love  with  the  Lady  Dorothy  Sidney,  whom  in  his 
Poems  he  calls  Sacharijfa :  fhe  was  afterwards  mar- 
ried to  the  Earl  of  Sunderland.  He  had  a  great  deal 
of  Wit  j  was  generally  admir'd  for  the  Delicacy  and 
Elevation  of  his  Genius  ;  and  he  was  the  firft  that 
refin'd  our  Englifh  Verification.  He  writ  two  Dra- 
matick  Pieces. 

I.  P  o  M  p  E  Y  the  Great ;  a  Tragedy,  a&ed  by  the 
Duke  of  Tork's  Servants,  1 66$.     This  is  a  Tranflation 
from  CorneiUc,  and  the  Earl  of  Dorfet  and  Middle/ex 
affifled  in  it. 

II.  The  Maid's  'fragedy  ;  aded  with  great  Applanfe. 
This   is  a  Play  of  Fletcher's  reviv'd,  with  Altera- 
tions, and  an  entire  new  Fifth  Aft. 

Mr.  Waller 's  Genius  did  not  fo  much  incline  to 
Dramatick  Writings  as  other  Poetry,  as  may  be  col- 
>;::cci  h'om  his  Venes  on  Fletcher's  Plays  : 


\ 
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/  never  yet  the  T'ragick  Strain  a 
Deter3  d  by  that  inimitable  Maid  ; 
And  "when  I  venture  at  the  Comtek  Style, 
*fhy  Scornful  L&dyfeems  to  mock  my  Toil. 

He  died  at  London  in  the  Year  1688,  but  was  buri- 
ed in  Beconsfield  Church-  Yard,  in  the  County  of  Buc- 
kingham, near  the  Vault  of  his  Family.  There  is 
a  Tomb  ere&ed  over  him  with  the  following  Infcrip^ 
tions,  written  by  Mr.  Rjmer  : 

On  the  Weftern  End. 

Edmundi  Waller  hie  jacet  id  quantum  morti  cejjjt, 

Qiii  inter  Poetasfui  temporis  facile  princeps, 

Laureamy  quam  meruit  adolefcen.^ 

Oclcgenarim  haud  abdicavit. 

Huic  debet  Patna  Lmgua  quod  credos 

Si  Greece  Latineque  imermitterent,  Mufx 

Loqui  a'/narent  Anglice. 


South  Side. 

viator  tumulatum  vides  Edmundum  Waller, 
Qui  tanti  Nominis  Poeta,  &  idem  avitis  opibtUy 
Inter  primes,  fpettabilis  -y  Mufis  fe  dedtt  &  f  atria. 
Nondum  OEtodecenarimt  inter  Ardua  Regni  tra&antes, 

Sedem  habuit  a  Eurgo  de  Amerfliam  mijfm. 

Hie  vita  curfus  :  me  Oneri  defuzt  fenex,  vixitq;  femper 

Populo  charus,  Principibus  in  deficits,  Admirationi 

Omnibus. 

Hie  conditur  T'urnuh  fub  eodem 

Rara,  Vmute  &  multa  prole  Nobilis 

Uxor,  Maria  ex  Byejfycrum  Familia, 

Cum  Edmundo  Waller,  Coxjuge  Chanffimo  : 

Quern  ter  &  decies  lawm  jedt  patrem9 

V.  Fdiuy    Fdmbus  Vllly 
Quos  Mundo  dedit,  &  in  Cvelum  rediit. 

Eaft 
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Eaft  End. 

Edmundus  Waller,    cm  hoc  Mtinnor  Sacrum  efly 

Ccljlull  nafcendi  kcwn  baluit,  Cantabngmm  Studendi^ 

Pair  em  Rcbsrtum  C7  ex  Hfimf  dena  flirpe  ntatrem  ; 

Capit  vivere  3  Martri  A.  D.  1605. 
Prima  Uxor  Anna,  Edwardi  Banks  Fdia  Unica 

Hzres  \ 

Ex  prim  a  ins  Pater  fa  clus ;    ex  fecund  a  tredecies, 
Cui  &  duo  lujira  Super ftes  ;  obnt  21  -October^ 

A.  D.  1687. 


North  Side.     (> 

Hoc  Mariner e  Edmundo  Waller, 
Marixque  ex  fecundis  Nuptiis  Conjugi, 
pientifjlmis  parentibus  piifpme  parentavit 

Edwundus  Ftlim. 
Honores  bene-merentilus  Extremes  dedit, 

Qiws  ipfe  fagit 

EL.  W.  JF.  H.G.  ex  Te/tameMo  HMP. 

in  Julii  1700, 


.    W  I  L  L  I  A  M    W  A  L  K  E  R. 

GENTLEMAN  of  a  good  Family,   born 
in  the  Ille  of  Earbadoes,  but  educated  moftiy 
in  England.     He  writ  Two  Plays. 

I.  T/itloricus  LC-J?  ;  a  Tragedy,  afred  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  1698.     Dedicated  to  the  Honourable  jta»/<?f 
/    -Y/,/7/,  Efq;     The  Author  writ  rhj\  I3lay  at  Nine- 
teen Years' of  Age,  and  acted  a  Part  in  it  himfelh 
It  fccms  to  be  a  hind  of  Imitation  of  Oi-ouwko. 

II.  Afrtny  or  //o  H'orfe ;   a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 

>  "THT 

Theatre  Royal. 

Mr. 
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wx 

•• 


cftfr.  R.   WAVER. 

*-x 

AUTHOR  of  a  Dramatick  Piece,  call'd, 
rS     Z/*/fy  Jtwentus ;   an  Interlude,  printed  without 

any  Date. 

» 

x^fisaocy^' 


r^SJ2 


. 

Afr.    WILLIAM    WAYER. 

' 

AUTHOR   of  ong  Play  long  fmce  printed, 
IA?:  call'd, 

_  ^^^ 

77.^  Longer  tbou   Livst,  the  more  Fool  thou- art ;  a 
merry  Comedy.     This  Play  has  no  Date  to- it. 


r.  JOHN  WEBSTER. 

HIS  Author  was  a  Contemporary  with  Decker, 
Marftotiy  and  Rowley,  and  joined  with  them'. in 
feveral  Dramatick  Pieces.  He  was  Clerk  of  St.  An- 
drew's Parifh  in  HvWorK,  and  efleem'd  a  tolerable 
Poet  in  thole  Days.  The  Plays  he  writ  are, 

I.  "fhe  White  Devil,  or  7*he  Tragedy  of  P.  GIOR- 
DANO  U  R  s  i  N  i,    Duke  of  BracbianO)   ~xhh  the  Life 
a>:d  DC  at  b  of  VITTORIA  COROMBON  ^tbe  faiwiu 
Venetian  Courtesan  j  firit  acted  at  the  Phoenix  in  D,-u;\ 
Lane,  1612,  and  afterwards  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
by  their  Ma  jetties  Servants. 

II.  iTbe  Devil's  Law-Cafe,   or  When  Women  go  to 
Lawy  the  Devil  is  full  of  Biifinefs  ;   a  Tragi-Comedy, 

by  their  Majcfties  Servants,  1623.    Dedica- 
ted 
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ted  to  Sir  Tho?nas  Finch.  Part  of  the  Plot  of  this 
play  is  taken  from  Skenkitns  Obfervat.  Medic. 
Goulart's  Hiftories  Admirable*,  Tom.  i .  &  V.  Maximw, 
Lib.  i.  c.  8. 

III.  The  Dutchefs  o/  M  A  L  F  E  Y  ;   a  Tragedy,  firft 
acted  privately  in   BlackrF.yars,  1623.     Dedicated 
to  George  Lord  Berkley.     This  PJay  was  a&ed  with 
Applaufe,  and  has  been  once  reviv'd.     For  the  Plot, 
fee  Bandeflo's  Novels,    Goulans  H<ft.  Admiral,   and 
feard's  Theatre  of  God's  Judgments* 

IV.  A  P  P  i  u  s  and  V  i  R  G  i  N  i  A  j  a  Tragedy,  acted 
at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  itfjp.     This  Play 
was  reviv'd  and  alter'd  by  Mr.  Betterton  fome  Years 
fince.     Plot  from  Livii  Hi  ft.  Flows,  &c. 

V.  The  Thradan   Wonder-,    a  Comic -Hiftorical 
flay,  aded  with  great  Applaufe,  1661. 

VI.  A  Cure  for  a  Cuckold;  a  Comedy,  1661.    Mr. 
Rowley  affifted  in  the  Compofing  of  thefe  two  Plays. 

JOHN    WESTON,  Efq, 

A  N  Author,  who  in  the  Reign  of  King  CharleslI, 
-^*"  writ  one  Play,  catl'd, 

The  Amazon  Queen,  or  The  Amours  of  T  H  A  L  E  s- 
T  R  i  s  and  A  L  E  x  A  N  D  E  R  the  Great  •  a  Tragi-Come- 
dy,  1^67.  This  Play  was  writ  in  Heroick  Verfe, 
but  never  appeared  on  the  Stage.  The  Story  you 
may  find  in  Strabo,  Lib.  r  i .  Q  Curt.  Lib.  6. 
Ub.  , 


Mr. 
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\V  H   I   T   A   K   E   R. 

HIS  Gentleman,  in  the  Reign  of  K.  Chavbs  JIS 
publiih'd  the  following  Play, 
The  Conffiracy*  or  Change  of  Government  ;  a  Trage- 
dy,   afted  at   the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre* 
Written  in  Heroick  Verfe. 


ROBERT 

A    F  A  N  AT  I  C  K  Zealot,  Author  of  her  Boreale, 

other  Poems,  and  one  Play,  call'd, 
*fbe  Eenefice;  a  Comedy,  id8p.  The  Opinions 
the  Presbyterians  entertain  of  the  Orthodox  Ckrgy, 
may  be  eafily  collefted  from  this  Play.  The  Deii§n 
is  chkfly  taken  from  another  Play,  calTd,  "fbe  Return 
from  Parnajfus^  or  A  Scourge  for  Simony. 


.  LEONARD        i  L  L  A  N. 


HTHIS  Gentleman  HvM  in  the  Reign  of  King 

Charles  II,     He  vvcote  a  Paftoral,  cail'd, 
A  s  T  R  JE  A,  or  True  Lwves  Mirrour,  1651.    Dedi- 
cated to  the  Illuftrious  Princefs  Mary,  Datchefs  of 
Richmond  and  Lenox*     Plot  from  a  Romance  of  the 
fume  Name. 


Mr. 
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.Mr.  GEORGE  \V/i  L  K  i  N  s. 

A  N  Author,  who,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles-T, 
"^  writ  one  Play. 

The  Mtjlnesof  Enforced  Marriage  ,•  a  Tragi-Come- 
dy,  1637.  Mrs.  Eehn  is  oblig'd  to  this  Play  for 
great  part  of  the  Plot  of  h^  Towi-Fcp,  or  Sir  Timo- 
thy Tawdry. 

This  Author  likewife  join'd  with  Day  and  Rowley 
ill  the  Three  Eiil  Brothers. 


T  o  H  N  \V  i  L  M  o  T,  Earl  of  Rochefter. 
j  .  j 


this  Illuflrious  Nobleman  we  are  very  much 
indebted  for  his  excellent  Alteration  of, 
V  A  L  E  N  T  i  x  i  A  N  ;  2.  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal.  Written  originally  by  Mr.  Fletcher, 
"  who,  (as  Mr.  Wolfeley  judiciontly  obferves,  *)  tho' 
he  might  be  allow'd  fome  Preference  in  the  Skill 
of  a  Play-Wright,  (a  Thing  my  Lord  had  not 
much  fludied)  in  the  Contrivance  and  working 
up  of  a  paffionate  Scene  ;  yet  my  Lord  had  fo 
many  other  tar  more  eminent  Virtues  to  lay  in  the 
contrary  Scale,  as  muft  neceflarily  weigh  down 
the  Ballance/3  The  juft  Character  of  my  Lord's 
Performance  is,  I  think,  given  by  Mrs.  Eehn  in  her 
Prologue  to  the  Play. 

Farnd 


See  the  Preface  to  Valentinian,  which  was  publijlfd  by  that 
Icmzn  njttr  L'ts  Lordjbip's  Veceafe* 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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Pamd  andfubftantial  Authors  give  this  'Treaty 
And  'twill  be  Solemn,  Noble  all  and  Great' 
M/it)  f acred  Wit,  is  all  the  Bujiiiefs  here. 
Great  Fletcher,  and  the  G<  eater  Rochefter. 
None  but  great  Strephon'j  foft  and  powerful  Wit 
Dnrft  undertake  to  mend  what  Fletcher  writ. 
Different  their  heavenly  Notes  :  Tet  both  agree 
To  make  an  everlaftmg  Harmony. 
Liften,  ye  Vi gins,  to  his  charming  Song, 
Eternal  Mufick  dwelt  upon  his  Tongue : 
I'he  Gods  of  Love  and  Wit  in/fir  a  his  Pen, 
And  Love  and  Beauty  'was  his  glorious  T^heme. 


Mr.  ROBERT  WILMOT. 

A  N  Author  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
**'  He  writ  one  Play  at  the  Requefl  of  the  Gentle- 
men of  the  Inner-Temple,  call'd, 

T  A  N  c  R  E  D  and  GUISMOND;  a  Tragedy,  aded 
before  her  Majeity  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Temple,  1592.  Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Mary 
and  the  Lady  Anne  Grey.  Plot  from  Boccacfs  No- 
vels. Nov.  i.  Day  4. 


Mr.  JOHN 

A    G  E  N  T  L  E  M  A  N  who  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Charles  II.     He  reiided  feme  time  in  Dub- 
lin, and  was  Recorder  of  Londonderry  in  Ireland.     He 
wa$  Author  of  the  four  following  Plays  : 


I. 
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I.  A  N  n  R  o  N  i  c  u  s   C  o  M  M  E  N  i  u  s  j   3.  Traced  v. 

f  J 

1663.     For  the  Story,  fee  Leuricl&yiw,  CantacffeentiA, 
and  Hn-lyns  Cofmografhy,  in  the  Defcription  of  Greece. 

II.  the  ProjeElors  ;  a  Comedy,  1665.      This  Play 
met  with  very  good  Succefs  on  the  Stage. 

HI.  7  he  Cheat$\  a  Comedy,  1671.  This  is  a  di- 
verting Comedy,  and  was  acted  with  great  Ap- 
plaufe. 

IV.  B  E  L  P  H  E  G  o  R3  or  The  Marriage  of  the  Devil; 
a  Comedy,  adted  at  the  Queen's  Theatre  in  Dorfet- 
Garden,  1690.  The  Plot  from  Qkevedo's  Novels, 
and  Machiavel. 


.  NATHANIEL  WOOD. 

A    CLERGYMAN  of  the  City  of  Norwich, 
in  the   Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  Author  of 
one  Dramatick  Piece. 

'The  Conflift  of  Conference  ;  a  Pafloral,  1581.  This 
Piece  has  a  great  deal  of  Morality  in  it,  and.  was 
defign'd  to  be  prefented  in  private  Families  as  well 
as  in  publick. 


Mr.    JOHN    WRIGHT. 

GENTLEMAN   of  the   Middle  -Temfle. 

He  writ  two  Plays. 
1.  THYESTES;    a  Tragedy,  1674.     Dedicated 
to  the  Lord  Shenard.     This  is  a  Tranflation  from 
Seneca, 

II.  Meek 
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II.  Muck  THYESTESJ  a  Farce,  1674,  writ  in 
Burlefque  Verfj.  Upon  which,  among  others,  were 
writ  the  following  Lines  : 

Did  SENECA  now  live,  be  ft  might  would  fay  t 
That  your  1'r  (inflation  has  not  turotigd  his  Play  ; 
But  that  in  every  Page,  in  tv'ry  Line, 

Tour  Language  does  with  equal  Splendor  fiine. 


.  THOMAS  WRIGHT. 

AUTHOR  of  one  Play,  call'd, 

The  Female  Vertuofoes  ;  a  Comedy,  a<5ted  at  the 
Queen's  Theatre  with  Applaufe,  1693.  Dedicated 
to  the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  of  Winchelfea. 
It  is  an  improved  Tranflation  of  Molieris  Femmes 
Scavantes,  i.  e.  7%e  Learned  Ladies. 


ANNE  Counters  of  Winchelfca. 


HIS  Lady,  defervedly  celebrated  for  her  fine 
O  D  E  s  on  the  Spleen  and  Vanity.,  has  to  her  Col- 
lection of  Poems,  (publiftnd  in  OElavo,  1713)  added, 
ARISTOMENES,  or  I'he  Royal  Shepherd  ;  a  Tra- 
gedy. This  Play  was  never  reprefented  on  the 
Stage. 


T  %  Some 
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Some  Memoirs  of 

WILLIAM  WYCHERLEY,  Efq; 

By  Major  P  A  C  7sT. 


r  I  1  HIS  Gentleman  was  Son  of  -  Wycherley, 
Eiq,  of  Shyopjhire,  who  lived  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  Shrewsbury,  and  was  poflefled  of  an 
Eitate  of  about  Six  Hundred  Pounds  a  Year.  It  is 
fa  id  he  did  not  ft  and  much  indebted  to  the  Tender- 
ncfs  of  his  Father,  when  his  Debts  and  Misfortunes 
gave  him  molt  reafon  to  demand  and  expect  his 
Affiftance;  namely,  after  the  Death  of  King  Charier, 
and  the  Abdication  of  King  James,  with  both  which 
Prir.ccs  he  was  in  a  great  degree  of  Favour.  How- 
ever that  may  be,  he  was  obliged  to  his  Care  for 
a  liberal  Education,  as  well  as  to  Nature  for  his 
traordiriary  Talents,  which  he  improved  with  the 
treated  Refinements.  After  fome  Time  fpent  at 

*«/ 

the  Urivcrhty,  he  was  removed  to  the  Inns  of 
Court,  and  enter'd  of  the  Middle-Temple  :  But  ma- 
Ling  his  firft  Appearance  in  Town  in  a  Reign  when 
II'  it  and  Gdity  were  the  Favourite  Distinctions,  he 
foon  lett  the  dry  Study  of  the  Law,  and  gave  into 
P  .rf;;,iis  mor-j  agreeable  to  his  own  Geniw,  as  well 
us  to  the  Taile  of  the  Age.  It  was  not  long  before 
i,c  became  generally  known,  and  as  much  carelled 
by  th-j  P:rfo  ,s  molt  Eminent  for  their  Quality,  or 
Politencls;  ar.d  amon?  otl^ers  of  that  Character, 
and  Rank,  the  famous  Dakc  of  Buckingham  honour'd 

him 
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him  with  his  Familiarity  and  Eileem  :  But  whether 
he  received  any  more  profitable  Marks  of  his  Friend- 
fhip  than  publick  Profeflions,  and  outward  Civili- 
ties, I  am  not  able  to  declare.  A  S:ory  that  Mr. 
Wypherley  related  to  me,  upon  another  Occalion, 
makes  me  inclined  to  believe,  that  that  Ca-e'efs, 
tho'  Ingenious  Nobleman,  might  poffibjy  neglect  to 
reward  Merit  in  him,  as  well  as  in  the  Perfon  I  am 
going  to  mention. 

Mr.  U'\cberky  always  laid  hold  of  any  Opportu- 
nities, that  offer 'd,  to  reprefent  to  his  Grace  how 
well  Mr.  Butler  had  deferved  of  the  R<>ytil  Fdmd^ 
by  writing  his  inimitable  Hud'tb^a*  ;  and  that  it 
was  a  Reproach  to  the  Court,  that  a  Pjdon  of  his 

Lovaltv.  as  well  as  Wit,  fhould  fafter  in  that  Obfcu- 
*      '  « 

rity,  and  under  the  Wants  he  did.  The  Duke 
Teemed  always  to  hearken  with  Attention  enough, 
and  at  lad  undertook  to  Recommend  his  Pretcnlions 
to  the  King.  Mr.  lV}cherk],  to  keep  him  (bady  to 

his  Word,  obtained  of  his  Grace  to  name  a  Dav, 

/ ' 

when  he  might  introduce  that  Modefl  and  Unfor- 

o 

tunate  Poet  to  his  new  Patron.  At  lift  an  A:  - 
pointment  was  made,  and  the  Place  of  meeting 
was  fixed  to  be  at  the  Roe-Buck.  Mr.  Butler  and 
his  Friend  attended  accordingly.  The  D,.ke  tco 

^ '    • 

joined  them  :  But,  as  the  D^vil  would  have  it,  the 
Door  of  the  Room  where  they  flit  was  cpen,  and  his 
Grace,  who  had  placed  himielf  near  it,  obleniig 
a  Pimp  cf  his  Acquaintance  (the  .Creative  too 
was  a  Knight")  trip  by  with  a  Brace  oi"  Ladies,  he 
immediately  quitted  his  Eiiga-.'emeiit  to  go  upc-.n 
another  kind  of  D.,tv  that  he  was  more  readv  at, 
than  in  doing  good  Offices  to  Men  of  Deieru,  t1  - 
no  Man  was  better  quality 'd,  both  by  his  Fortune 
and  Up-deriranding,  to  proteccthenij  ard  tVoiJi  that 
Hour  to  the  Day  of  his  Djath,  poo;  Buffer  never 
ibund  the  leaft  Errcct  of  his  p.-.^.-nJ'v.  Bar  to  re: urn 

r~r~* 

f  to 
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to  Mr.  JVycKerky  -  His  Company  was  not  only 
courted  by  the  Men,  but  he  found  his  Perfon  as 
welcome  to  the  Ladies  ;  and  as  King  Charles  was 
extremely  fo  d  of  him,  upon  account  of  his  Wit, 
feme  of  the  Royal  Miftrefles  fet  no  lefs  Value  (as 
I  have  heard)  upon  thofe  Parts  in  him  of  which  they 
\vere  moie  proper]  ages.  It  is  known  to  every  one 
that  ha  i  n  converted  in  the  World,  that  the  Amours 
of  B  itainy  in  the  firfl  Years  of  that  Monarch,  would 
fnrnifh  as  diverting  Memoirs,  if  well  related,  as 
thofe  of  France,  pr.blinYd  by  Rabutin,  or  thofe  of 
Nemo's  Court,  writ  by  PetronivtA.  Among  many  other 
Pieces  of  Gallantry,  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention 
one  juft,  (four  la  rarite  du  fait}  that  Mr.  Wycher- 
Icy  was  telling  me  once,  rhey  had  in  thofe  Days. 
It  was  this  :  There  was  a  Houfe  at  the  Briclge  Foot 
(you  fee  how  didant  the  Scene  lies  now  from  what 
it  did  then)  where  Perfons  of  better  Condition  tifed 
to  refort  for  Pleasure  and  Privacy.  The  Liquor  the 
Ladies  and  their  Lovers  ufed  to  drink,  at  thofe 
Meetings,  was  Canary  j  and  among  other  Compli- 
ments, the  Gentlemen  paid  their  Miftrefles,  this 
it  feems  was  always  one,  to  take  hold  of  the  Bot- 
tom of  their  Smocks,  and,  pouring  their  Wine  thro' 
that  Fifae,  feal'l  their  Imagination  with  thought  of 
what  gave  the  Tefto,  and  io  drink  a  Health  to  the 


He  is  j'uftly  celebrated  among  the  bed  of  our  Eng- 
lijb  Comick  Poe  s.  His  Piays  are  an  excellent  Satire 
upon  the  Vices  and  Follies  of  the  Age  he  lived  in. 
His  Stile  is  M  feuline,  and  his  Wit  is  pointed; 
and  yet  wun  ail  that  Sharpnefs  and  Seventy  with 
which  he  ap:x\:rs  on  the  Stage,  thofe  who  were  of 
his  Acq  d  n  a  nee  applauded  him  for  the  Generolity 
and  Guitlcnefs  of  his  Temper.  The  Right  Ho- 
nourable the  prefent  Lord  Lai  ff  down  hath  very  finely 
vindicated  his  Friend  upon  riiis  Head,  to  which  A- 

pology 
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pology  I  refer  the  Reader.  Our  Author  was 
twice  Married,  once,  in  the  younger  Part  of  his 
Lite,  to  the  Countefs  of  Drogbeda,  who  fettled  her 
whole  Fortune  upon  him  :  But  his  Title  being  dif- 
puted  after  her  Death,  the  Expence  of  the  La\v, 
and  other  Incumbrances  fo  far  reduced  him,  that  lie 
was  not  able  to  fatisfy  the  Impatience  of  his  Credi- 
tors, and  they  flung  him  at  laft  into  Prifon.  I  have 
been  allured,  that  the  Bookfeller  who  printed  his 
Plain-Dealer,  by  which  he  gained  as  much  Money 
almofl  as  the  Author  did  Reputation,  was  fo  Lfc- 
gyateful  to  his  Benefactor,  as  to  refufe  to  lend  him 
Twenty  Pounds  in  his  extreme  Neceflities.  In  that 
Confinement  he  languifhcd  Seven  Years,  nor  was  re- 
leafed  from  thofe  Bonds,  'till  King  yames  going  to 
fee  the  Play  I  juft  mention'd,  was  fo  charmed  with 
the  Entertainment,  as  to  give  order  for  the  imme- 
diate Payment  of  his  Debts,  and  farther  allowed 
him  a  Penfion  of  200 /.  per  Ann.  as  long  as  he  con- 
tinued in  England.  But  the  bountiful  Intentions  of 
that  Prince  to  him  had  not  the  defign'd  Effect,  pure- 
ly by  the  Modefty  of  this  poor  Gentleman,  who 
was  afliamed  to  tell  my  Lord  Afalgra?/e,  (the  pre- 
fent  Duke  of  Buckingha?n,  whom  the  King  fent  to 
demand  it)  a  full  State  of  his  Debts.  Mr.  Wjcber- 
ley  hath  acknowledged  to  me,  that  this  Nobleman 
likewifevlent  him  once  500  /.  upon  his  Bond.  At 
laft  his  Father  (whom  by  the  bye,  they  fay,  he  fha- 
dowed  under  the  Character  of  the  litigious  Lady 
Blackacre)  died,  and  left  him  his  Eitate,  but  under 
very  uneafy  Limitations,  he  not  being  allowed  to 
raife  Money  upon  it  for  the  Payment  of  his  Debts. 
Yet  as  he  had  a  Power  to  make  a  Joynturc,  he  mar- 
ried, almofl  at  the  Eve  of  his  Death,  a  young  Gen- 
tlewoman of  15007.  Fortune,  part  of  which  having 
applied  to  the  Ufes  he  wanted  it  for,  he  d'ed  in 
great  Peace  about  eleven  Days  after  the  Celebration 

T  4  of 


280        Lives  and  Characters  of  the 

of  his  Nuptials,  in  the  Year  1715,  and  about  the 
tigntieth  of  his  Age.  He  lies  interred  in  the  Vault 
of  C  we  at- Gar  den  Church. 

The  Four  excellent  Plays  Mr.  Wycherley  has  given 
us,  were  publifh'd  in  the  following  Order, 

I.  Love  in  a  Jfaod,  or  St.  J  A  M  E  s'j  Park  ;  a  Come- 
dy, acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1672.     Dedicated 
to  the  Dutchefs  of  Cleveland. 

II.  T'he  Gentleman  D arcing- Mafter  ;  a  Comedy,  ac- 
ted at  the  D.,kw  of  Yak's  Theatre,  167:?. 

III.  'fix  Plain  -  Dealer ;    a  Comedy,  aded  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1578.     D^d.catedto  Madam  B 

IV.  rfje  Countr)  M7ije ;  a  Comedy,  aded  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1683. 
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B. 

CHARLES  BECKINGHAM. 


THIS  Gentleman  was  educated  at  Merchant" 
Taylors  School,  and  at  Nineteen  Years  of  Age 
gave  us  a  Tragedy,  call'd, 

SCIPIO  AFRICANUS;  a&ed  at  the  Theatre  in 
Lincolns-Lm-Fieldsy  1717,  with  Applaufe.  I  think 
that  he  hath  hit  the  Diction  of  the  Stage  very  well  ; 
his  Expreffions  are  all  very  proper,  and  his  Sentiments 
juft.  His  Plot  is  founded  on  Truth,  as  delivered  to 
us  by  Hiftory,  and  is  indeed  very  well  fuited  for  a 
Dramatick  Performance.  The  Aftion  is  one  and 
entire  ;  the  Epitodes  very  jndicioufiy  interwoven,  fo 
that  they  conduce  and  feem  to  belong  to  the  main 
Defign.  The  Chara&ers  are  well  drawn,  and  the 
Unities  of  the  Stage  prefer/d  :  In  flhort,  it  is  an  ex- 
cellent Tragedy,  conformable  to  the  Rules  of  the 
Drama,  and  the  Precepts  of  our  Modern  Criticks. 


M  A  R- 
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MARTIN    B  L  A  D  E  N, 

A  U  T  H  O  R  of  one  Play,  call'd, 

SOLON,  or  Philqfofhy  no  Dejenfe  againft  Love; 
a  Tragi-Comedy,  never  ad:ed.  It  was  printed  in 
the  Year  1705,  unknown  to  the  Author. 


Mr.   BARTON    BOOTH. 

A  N  excellent  Player,  and  the  only  living  Orna- 
ment of  the  Tragick  Scene.  This  Gentleman 
is  defcended  from  a  very  good  Family,  was  born  in 
LancajJjire,  and  educated  at  Weftmibfter-School  under 
Dr.  Budy.  He  has  given  us  one  Drainatick  Piece, 
call'd, 

DIDO  and  JE  N  F :  A  s ;  a  Mafque,  performed  at  the 
Theatre  Royal  in  Dniry-Lam^  with  great  Applaufe, 
1715. 


Mr.    ABEL    BOYER. 

A    FRENCH  Refugee,    Author,    ( or  rather 

Tranflator  from  Racine)  of  one  Play,  call'd, 
A  c  H  i  L  L  E  s,  or  I  p  H  i  G  E  N  i  A  m  A  u  L  i  s  ;  3.  Tra- 
gedy,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal. 


Mr, 
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JVLr.  THOMAS    BRERETON. 

HP  HIS  Gentleman  is  the  Son  of  Thomas  Brereton, 
Efq;  Major  of  the  Queen's  Dragoons  in  the 
Reign  of  King  William  111,  and  defcendcd  from  a 
younger  Branch  of  the  ancient  and  noble  Family  of 
the  Breretons  of  Brereton,  in  the  County  of  Chejhire. 
He  was  educated  firft  at  the  Free-School  of  Chefter; 
and  afterwards  under  Mr.  Denis,  a  French  Refugee, 
who  kept  a  Boarding-School  in  that  City.  From 
him  he  removed  to  Braz-en-Nofe-  College  in  Oxford,  of 
which  he  continu'd  a  Member  during  the  fpace  of 
Eight  Years,  but  as  yet  lias  only  taken  the  Degree 
of  Batchelor  of  Arts.  He  is  the  Author  of  Two, 
Dramatical  Performances. 

I.  ESTHER,  or  Faith  Triitmpham  ;    a  facred  Tra- 
gedy in  Rhime,  with  a  Chorus  after  the  Manner  of 
the  ancient  Greeks.     Tranflated  with  Improvements, 
from  the  French  of  Mr.  Racine,  by  whom  this  Play 
was  originally  written  for  the  particular  Ufe  of  the 
Virgins  or  Nuns  of  St.  Cyr,    and  by  them  acted  in 
the  Prefence  of  Louis  XIV.     Mr.  Brereton  has  pre- 
fix'd  a  large  Dedication  to  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of 
York,  in   defence  of  fuch  Competitions,  againft  the 
Rants  of  'fenullian  and  Mr.  Collier. 

II.  Sir  J  o  KN   O  L  D  c  A  s  T  L  E,   or  Love  and  Zeal  ; 
a  Tragedy,  in  which  he  all  along  keeps  in  view  the 
•Polieufte,  or  Martyr  of  Mr.  Corneilte. 

This  Author  has  begun  a  Translation  of  the  other 
facred  Tragedy  of  Racine,  call'd,  ATMALIAKJ  as 
likewife  a  Comedy,  which  he  entitles,  7?;?  Oxford 
Ladies,  or  Ibs  Nobleman, 

Mr. 
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JOHN  DURANT  BREVAL. 


Gentleman  is  Son  of  the  Jate  Dr.  Breval, 
one  of  the  Prebendaries  of  JJ/eftmtufter.  He  had 
his  Education  at  tt/eftm/vfter-School,  from  whence  he 
was  elected  to  "Trinity-College  in  Cambridge,  of  which 
he  was  ibme  time  Fellow  :  But  leaving  the  Univer- 
fity,  he  went  into  the  Army,  and  has  now  a  Lieute- 
nant's Commiflion.  He  has  given  us  one  Drama- 
tick  Performance,  cail'd, 

"The  Play  rs  the  Plot  ;  a  Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1717.  This  Play  met  with  but  in- 
difterent  Succcfs,  being,  as  himfelf  allows,  mere 
Farce.  Part  of  it  feems  to  be  tranflated  ft  cm  fome 
P.  each  Interludes  in  Le  Theatre  Italien.  He  has  writ 
feveral  very  entertaining  Poems,  viz.  The  Art  of 
Dreft.  II.  Mac  Dermot,  or  The  Injh  Fortune-  Hunter. 
III.  Cal(ey  or  Gibraltar^  &c. 


.  C  ii  R  i  s  T  o  r  PI  E  R  BULLOCK. 

JO  i  N  r-M  A  N  A  G  E  R  with  Mr.  Keene  of  the  Thea- 
tre in  Lined  .is-Iuii-  Ft  elds.  He  is  the  Son  of  Mr. 
IVittiam  Bullocky  a  famous  Comedian.  He  is  a  good 
Player,  appears  fprightly  on  the  Stage,  and  general- 
ly acts  thofe  Parts  in  Comedy  which  are  performed 
by  Mr.  (;./'/';';-  at  Drnry-Lane.  He  has  publifh'd  Five 
Drama  nek  Pieces. 

I.  ll^/rains  a  Riddle-,  a  Comedy,  aded  with  Ap- 
plai.i..  Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  IVhartm^  1716. 
Part  of  this  Plor  is  borrowed  from  a  Sfarrb  Come- 
dy, cali'd,  I  TuniM  s  the  DwiL 

II.  The 


Modern  DRAMATICK  POETS.     285 

II.  The  Cobler  of  Preflon  ;  a  Farce,  acted  with  Ap- 
plauie,  1717.  The  Plan  of  this  Farce  is  taken  from 
Sbiikefpeai  's  Tinker  of  Burton-  Heath,  in  the  faming  of 
the  Sbreiu. 

Ill-  'The  S/ip;  a  Farce,  afted  with  Applaufe. 

IV.  The  Adventures  of  Half  an  Hour  ;  a  Farce. 

V.  A  Woman  s  Revenge,  or  A  Match  in  Nnvgate;  a 
Comedy,  of  three  Acts,  aded  with  Applaufe.  Chiefly 
taken  from  an  old  Play   of  Marft<*n\   call'd,   T'he 
Dutch  Courtefax.     All  thefe  Pieces  were  perform'd  at 
the  Theatre  in  Linco  Ins-  Lm-  Field*  . 


B  u  R  N  A  B  Y. 

IN  this  Gentleman's  Account  is  omitted  a  Play 
wrote  by  him,  call'd, 

fbe  Reform  d  Wife  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Thea- 
tre Royal  in  Drury-Lane. 


c. 

CENT    LIVRE. 

IN  this  Gentlewoman's  Account  it  (hould  have 
been  obferv'd,  that  her  Farce,  call'd,  BICKER- 
S  T  A  F  F'T  Burying^  or  Work  for  the  Upholders,  was  at 
firft,  feveral  times  aclced  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  and 
fome  time  after  agam  reviv'd  under  the  Title  of,  T'he 
of  the  Country. 

Air. 


$6    Modern  DRAMATICK  POETS. 


GIBBE 


R. 


T 


HIS  judicious  Writer  has  taken  upon  him  to 
Burlefque  Mr.  Lees  Rival  Queens,  or  The  Death 
of  A  L  E  x  A  N  D  E  R  the  Great,  in  a  Farce,  called,  T^he 
Rival  Queans ;  moftly  valuing  himfelf  upon  the  Wit 
of  his  punning  Title,  the  Performance  it  felf  being 
only  fit  for  the  Mouth  of  Punchianeflo. 


D. 

- 

Mrs.   DAVIS. 

Gentlewoman  is  a  Clergyman's  Widow: 
She  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  has  writ  a  Play, 
call'd, 

'fhe  Humours  of  York ;    a  Comedy,    acted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincolns-Inn-Fidds,  1715. 


Mr.  JOHN    DENNIS. 

IN  the  Account  this  Gentleman  fent,  he  omitted, 
but  tor  what  Reafon  is  unknown  to  us,   a  Play 
wrc^  by  him,  call'd,  Gibraltar,  or  T'he  Spanifi  Ad- 
•ventu  e ;  a  Comedy,  adcd  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in 
Drury-Lane, 
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E. 

LAURENCE  ECHARD,  M.  A. 


I 

JL 


HIS  Gentleman,  befides  a  Tranflation  of 
TERENCE,  has  given  us  Three  Comedies 
from  PLAUTUS,  I.  A  M  PHI  TRY  ON,  II.  EPIBI- 
c  u  s,  III.  R  u  D  E  N  s  ;  with  Critical  Remarks  upon 
each  Play.  To  which  he"  has  prefixed  a  judicious  , 
Parallel  between  Terence  and  Plautm  -,  and  for  a  clear- 
er Deciiion  of  the  Point,  that  Terence  was  the  more 
Polite  Writer  of  Comedy,  he  produces  the  firfr.  Act 
of  flaytms  Aulularia,  and  the  firft  Act  of  his  Miles 
Gkriofm,  againft  the  third  Act  of  Terence's  Eunuch.  It 
ought  to  be  obfa'vd,  fays  Mr.  Echard,  that  Plautus  was 
fomewhat  poor,  and  made  it  his  principal  Aim  to  pleafe 
and  tickle  the  common  People  ;  and  fence  they  were  almoft 
always  delighted  with  fomethmg  new,flrange,  andunufual9 
the  better  to  humour  them,  he  was  not  only  frequently  ex- 
travagant in  his  Exprefllons,  but  likewife  in  his  Cha- 
racters top,  and  drew  them  often  more  Vicious,  more  Co- 
vetous, more  Foolifh,  &c.  than  generally  they  were,  and 
this  to  fet  the  People  a  gating  and  wondring.  With  thefe 
fort  of  Characters  many  of  our  Modern  Comedies  a~ 
bound,  which  makes  yem  too  much  degenerate  into  Farce, 
which  feldom  fail  of  pleajing  the  Mub.  Mr.  EC  hard  has, 
in  juftice  to  Mr.  Dry  den,  given  us  fome  Inftances  of 
his  Improvement  of  A  M  p  H  i  T  RY  o  N,  and  concludes 
them  with  this  juft  Remark  in  Compliment  to  our 
Nation,  We  find  that  many  of  the  fine  Things  of  the 
Ancients  are  like  Seeds,  that  when  planted  on  Englifh 
Ground,  by  a  Poet's  skilful  Hand,  thrive  and  produce 
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excellent  Fruit.     Thefe  Three  Plays  are  printed  in  a 
Pocket  Volume.     Dedicated  to  Sir  Charles  Sidley. 


F. 

THOMAS    FORD. 


AN  Author,  who,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I. 
writ  the  following  Play  : 

LovisLabyrinth)  QlTbeRoyalSbefherdefsi  a  Tragi- 
Comedy,  1660.  Part  of  this  Play  is  borrow'd  from 
Gomerfafs  Tragedy  of  Sforz,a  Duke  of  Mittan.  This 
Author  likewife  writ  feveral  other  Pieces  of  Poetry, 
as  his  Ikeatre  of  Wit,,  &c.  printed  with  this  Play. 


.    F  Y  F  E. 


AUTHOR  of  a  Play,  call'd, 

The  Royal  Martyr*  or  King  Charles  the  Fir  ft  ;  a 

Tragedy. 


G. 
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»A  AtA  Ai\  \t'V.At/SAtAA*A«  AvS  -*  iA.  A,<  >\  A*A  >\*-/ 
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-  -- 


G. 

.  JOSEPH    GAY, 

AUTHOR  of  an  excellent  Farce,  call'd, 

if  he  Confederates.  This  Farce  was  written  to 
expofe  the  Obfcenity  and  falfe  Pretence  to  Wit,  in 
a  Comedy  call'd,  Three  Hours  after  Marriage. 

In    which,    Three    mighty  &irds  their  Forces 
joined  ;  *  and  in  whofe  Praife  were  fpoke  the 
ing  Lines,  at  the  Theatre  Royal>  by  Mr. 


Such  'were  the  Wtigs  who  baldly  did  adventure  y 
1*0  Club  a  Farce  by  Tripartite  Indenture  ,• 
But  let  them  Share  their  Dividend  of  Praife, 
And  wear  their  own  Foots  Cap  wflead  of  Eays. 


*  Mr.  John  Gay,  Air.  Pope,  and  Dr.  Arbuthnctt. 
Prologue  to  the  Sultanefs. 


«**     »•*     »'»    «*«     *»*     »**     *•»     «**     <**     ••**      »**    9  »**     ««*    »»-*    4*4    <*»     **+    4*4         «>>     «**     ...7),    .f  k     ^> 
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e/^/r.  CHARLES  GORING. 

GENTLEMAN  who  has  writ  one  Play, 
call'd, 

IRENE,   or  T'/^  Fair  Greek;    a  Tragedy,  1708, 
Dedicated  to  the  late  Duke  of  Eeanjort.  Never  a^ted, 


U  Mr. 


Lives  and  Chara&ers  of  the 


.  G  R  E  B  E  R. 

AUTHOR  of  a  Dramatick-Paftoral,  call'd, 
T'be  Loves  of  E  R  G  A  s  T  o. 


.  BENJAMIN  GRIFFIN. 

A  COMEDIAN,  of  about  Three  Years  ftand- 
ing  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln*-  Inn-Fields.  He  is 
the  Son  of  the  late  Reverend  Mr.  Benjamin  Griffin., 
Redor  of  Buxton  and  Oxneady  in  the  County  of  Afo- 
/(;/&,  the  Seats  of  the  Paftons,  Earls  of  Tarmouth, 
to  which  honourable  Family  he  was  many  Years 
Chaplain.  Our  Author  was  born  at  Oxnead  afore- 
iaid,  and  educated  at  the  Free-School  of  North- 
IValfoam  in  the  faid  County,  founded  by  that  Noble 
Family.  He  has  publifh'd  an  Alteration  of  an  old 
Play,  writ  by  Miiffinger  and  Decker,  call'd, 

I.  Lijitr'd  Virtue  >  or  T*he  Virgin-Martyr  ;  a  Tragedy, 
n<5led  at  Richmond,  printed  in  12°,  1714.    Dedica- 
ted to  Henry  Earl  of  Rochcfter. 

II.  Love  in  a  Sack  ;  a  Farce  of  Two  Acts,  1715. 

III.  The  Humours  of  Purgatory  ,   a  Farce  of  Two 
Ads,  171(5. 

IV.  tfhe  Mafquerade,  or  An  Evenings  Intrigue  ',  a 
Farce  of  two  Ads,  1717.    Thefe  Farces  were  all  per- 
form'd  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln*-  Inn-Fields. 


Mr. 
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®SW&&^^ 

.   G  R  i  M  s  T  o  N. 

A    GENTLEMAN  of  a  confiderable  Effete,' 
who,  when  he  was  very  young,  wrote  a  Play, 
call'd, 

The  Lawyer's  Fortune,  or  Love  in  a  Hofloiu-Tree ;    3 
Comedy,  afted  by  the  Strolers  at  Windfor,  ijo6. 


H. 

.   H  o  R  D  E  N. 

AUTHOR  of  a  Play,  caliM, 

Negletted  J/trtue,  or  The  Unhappy  Conatterour  ;  a 
Tragedy.  He  was  an  A&or  of  confiderable  Note,  but 
was  killed  about  the  feventh  Year  of  his  Appearance. 


K. 

.  CHARLES   KNIFE. 

THIS  Gentleman  was  educated  at  Trinity-Col- 
lege, Cambridge.    He  has  writ  one  Dramatick 
Piece,  call'd, 

A  City  Ramble  :  or,  The  HumQUrs  of  the  Compter ;  a 
Farce  of  Two  Ads,  perform'd  at  the  Theatre  in  Lin- 
y  with  great  Applaufe,  1715. 

U   2,  L.Mr; 


Lives  and  Characters  0/  the 


L. 

jl/fr.   THOMAS    L  u  P  o  N. 

AUTHOR  of  a  Play,  call'd," 
**•     ^///o>-  Money  j  a  Tragedy. 


M. 

M   O  L   I   E   R  E. 

i 

AL  L  the  Comedies  of  Monfeur  M  o  L  i  E  R  E  be- 
ing now  tranflated,  and  defervedly  efteem'd,  I 
think  it  not  improper  in  this  Place,  to  give  the  Rea- 
der fome  Account  of  that  Author  and  his  Writings. 
M  o  L  i  £  R  E  was  the  Son  of  Monf.  JEAN  BAPTIST 
Po  QU  E  L  i  N,  an  UphoUterer  in  the  Palace-Royal  at 
Paris ',  he  kept  his  Shop  under  the  Ptliers  des  Halksy 
where  our  Author  was  born,  Anno  1630.  He  was 
delign'd  by  his  Father  for  the  Law,  but  his  Genius 
carrying  him  a  quite  different  Way,  he  became  jfirfl 
an  Adior,  and  afterwards  a  Writer  of  Comedies,  and 
ilich  as  will  ever  be  the  greatefl  Ornament  of  that 
1  ind  to  his  Country.  His  Plays  are  Thirty  Two 
in  Number,  viz,. 

I     L'  E  S  T  O  U  R  D  I.        Sir   M  A  fc  T  I  N     M  A  R  -  A  L  L. 

Mr.  Dtyden  has  made  ufe  of  this  Play,  in  his  Feign  d 
IniKjit-nce,   or  Sir  Martin  Mar-all. 

II.  Dcpit  Ammreux :  "The  Amorous  Quarrel.  Mr. 
D, jdtn's  Mock  dflrologer,  and  the  greateft  Part  of 
Mr-  fywcnfcroffs  li*,- angling  Lwers,  are  from  this  Play. 

III. 
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III.  Les  Precieufes  Ridicule*  :     The  Afeftejji  Ladies. 
Mr.  Flecbtoe's  Damoyfelle,    Mr.  Shadweps  Bury-Far,; 
Mr.   Dry  dens    Mock    AJhologer ,    Mrs.  Behns    Falfe 
Cowity  are  partly  from  this  Comedy ;  as  is  the  Song 
of  Mr.  Ct-o-uun  in  Sir  Courtly  Nice,  of,   Stop   Thief, 
flop  Thief. 

-3 

IV.  Le   Cecil  Imaginaire :     The  Imaginary   Cuckold, 
Sir  William  Davenants  Play-Hoitfe  to  be  Let,  Mr.  Mo/- 
loy's  Miftake  upon  Miftake,  are  from  this  Comedy. 

V.  UEfcole   des  Man's.      A    School  for  Husbands. 
Some  Characters  in  Sir  Charles  Sidle/ s  Mulberry  Gar- 
den, Flecknoe's  Damoyfefls  Alamode,  Ravenjcroffs  Lvndcn 
Cucko/ds,    Car/el's  Sir   Soloman,  or   Cautiotu  Coxcomb > 
are  from  this  Play. 

VI.  Le s    FadmiK  :    The  Impertinent s.      The  Sullen 
Lovers,  by  Mr.  Shadwefl,  is  from  this  Play. 

VII.  L'  Efcole  des  Femmes.      A  School  for  Women. 
Mr.  Carlel,  Mr.  Ra&enfcfoft,  Mr.  F/ecfoice,  have  alfo 
made  life  of  this  Play  in  their  Comedies  laft  men- 
tion'd. 

VIII.  La   Critique  de  L'  Efcole  des  Femmes.       "The 
School  for  Women  Crittcifed. 

IX.  T*he  Princefs  of  £//>,  or   The  Pleasures  of  the 
Jnchanted  Inland. 

X.  Second  Part. 
XL  Third  Part. 

XII.  Le  Marriage  Force,  'fhe  Forced  Marriage.  Mrs, 
Centlrur/s  Lo'ves  Contrivance,  is  from  this  Comedy. 

XIIL  L'  Amour  Medecin,  Love  the  beft  Ph\Jkia^. 
Mrs.  Centime  has  taken  whole  Scenes  of  her  laft 
mentioned  Play  from  this. 

XIV.  Le  Mfattrope.    7%e  Man-Hater .     The  De- 
flgn  of  Mr.  Wycherleys  Plain  Dealer,  is  from  this  Play. 

XV.  Le    Medecin  maJgre  lui,  The  forced  Ph\Jicix;i. 

Mr.  Lacv's  Dumb  Lady,  or  7'he  Farrier  made  Phyfician  ; 

""  »  » 

Mr.  CewlivreS  Love  s  Contrivance,  or  L  frfidecin  Malgr? 

>  are  alfo  out  of  this  Play. 

U  3  XVI. 


. 

Lives  and  Characters  of  lie 

XVI.  Le  Siciiien,  ou  I?  Amour  Peintre,  'The  Sicili- 
an, or  Lcve  makes  a  Painter.     Mr.  Crown  in  his  Coun- 
try Wit)  and  Sir  Richard  Steele  in  his  Tender  Husband, 
have  taken  fome  Incidents  out  of  this  Play. 

XVII.  Amphitryon  :  or,  'The  two  Soda's.    Mr.  Dry 
den  has  wonderfully  improved  this  Play,  in  his,  of 
the  fame  Name. 

XVIIL  I'  Avars.  7'he  Mifer.  Mr.  Shad^eU  has 
altered  this,  into  one  of  the  fame  Name. 

XIX.  G  E  o  R  c  E  D  A  N  D  i  N  :  or,  T/V  Wanton  Wife. 
Mr-  Betterton  has  publim'd  this  Play  with  Improve- 
ments under  the  Title  of  'The  Amorom  Widow :   or? 
'The  Wanton  Wife. 

XX.  Tariiiffe,  or  'The  Hypocrite.  Mr.  Medbourne  has 
done  this  into  Englifi  with  fome  Alterations  under 
the  Title  of  Tanuffe9  or  The  French  Puritan.,  as  has 
Mt.  Cibber,  but  with  greater  Alterations,  and  call'd 
it  The  Non- juror. 

XXI.  monfiew  de  P  o  u  R  c  E  A  u  c  N  A  c  :  or.  Squire 
T  R  E  L  o  o  B  y.    Several  Authors  have  built  upon 
this  Ptey,  as  Mr.  Ravenfcroft  in  his  Carelefs  Lovers,  Mr, 
Mctteux in  his  Lews  a  Jeft ;  it  is  alfo  tranfiated  by  an 
unknown  Hand,  under  the  Title  of  Squire  'Trelocby. 

XXIL  Le  Burgee:;  Gentilhvmne.  The  Gentlemen  Ch 
Men.  This  is  the  fame  with  Mr.  Ravenfcrofts  Ma- 
mammcbi. 

XXIII.  Les  flutrforJes  de  Scapin.    The  Cheats  of  Sea- 
/;;/.     Mr.  Otivay  has  this,  under  the  fame  Title. 

XXIV.  Pfyche.    Mr.  Sbadvdi's  PJjche  is  from  this. 

XXV.  The  Learned  Ladies.     Mr.  Wright's  Female 
Vtrtucfas  is  taken  from  this. 

XXVI.  Don  Garcia  of  Navarre :   or,  "The  Jealcw 
Prince. 

XXVII.  1'he  Impromptu  of  Ver faille  a. 

XXVIII.  The  Libertine.     Mr.  SbajwePs   of  the 
fame  Name  is  from  this  Play. 

XXIX.  Mdicena.    An  Heroick  PaRoral. 

XXX,  Les 
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XXX.  LesAmam  Magmjiques.  The  Magnificent  Lows. 

XXXI.  77;<?  Countefs  of  Efcarbagnds. 

XXXII.  The  Hypocondriack.     Mrs.  Belms  Sir  Pa- 
tient Fancy  is  from  this  Play. 

A  Friend  of  Moniieur  rfoliere's,  after  his  Death, 
writ  a  finall  Piece,  intituled,  L3  Ombre  de  M  o  L  j  E  R  E, 
*fhe  Ghofl  0/Mo  L  i  E  R  E,  which  we  mention  becaufe 
it  is  bound  up  with  his  Works. 

Mr.  Moliere  died  in  the  Performance  of  his  Le  Ma~ 
lade  Imagmaire  (The  Hypocondriack)  on  the  Stage,  the 
third  Night  of  its  Appearance;  Feb.  17,  Anno  Dem. 
1679,  in  the  63  d  Year  of  his  Age. 


CHARLES    MOLLOY,    Efq; 

GENTLEMAN  of  a  good  Family  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland.  He  was  born  in  Dub- 
lin,  but  educated  for  the  moil  part  abroad  :  Upon 
his  coming  into  England^  he  enter  d  himfelf  of  the 
Inner-Temple.  He  has  writ  Two  Plays. 

I.  The  Perplex'  d  Couple.,    or  M?  flake  upon  Miflake-, 
a  Comedy,  1714.     Chiefly  a  Tranflation  from  the 
French. 

II.  The  Coquet,  or  The  English  Chevalier  ;  a  Come- 
dy, both  acted  at  the  Theatre  in  Linco!ns-Lm-Fieldsy 
1718,  with  Applaufe. 


Sir    THOMAS    MOOR. 

TTHIS    Gentleman  is    the  Author    of  a  Piece, 
*    call'd, 

M  A  N  G  o  F,  A,  King  of  the  Timlnfans ;  a  Tragedy, 
afted  at  the  Theatre  in  Lixcelns-im-Fielfa)  171-7. 

U  4  P.  Mr. 


Lives' and  Characters  of  the 


. , 

3n 


R 

Mr.  HENRY  PORTER. 

HIS  Author  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Eli- 
luibeth,  and  wrote  one  Play,  cail'd, 
'The  Two  Angry  Women  of  Abingdon  ;    afted  by  the 
Lord  Admiral's  Servants, 


JOHN    PHILIPS. 

YOUNG  Gentleman,  now  Jiving,  Author  of 
Two  Political  Farces- 

I.  The  Earl  rf  M  A  R  Man-'d.  With  the  Humours  of 
jockey  the  Highlander. 

II.  'The  Pretenders  Flight  :   or,   A  Mock-Coronation  ; 
wttk  the  Humours  of  the  facetious  Harry  St.  John.   Both 
printed  in  the  Year 


^ 

^33s^^ 


R. 

Mr.  EDWARD  REVET. 


of  a  Play,  call'd, 

The  Tovn-Shifts,  or  The  S^urb-Juflice  ;    a  CQ 
*ncdy,   acted    at    the.  Duke's    Theatre,  with 
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.    RIVERS. 

A    JESUIT,  Author  of  a  Play  call'd, 

The  '"Tractor  ;  a  Tragedy.  This  Play  was  al- 
ter'd,  and  brought  on  the  Stage  by  Mr.  Shirk),  Anno 
1635,  as  has  been  already  obferv'd  ;  and  in  the 
Year  1692  it  was  revived,  under  the  Title  of  the 
Tragedy  of  AMI  DBA,  with  a  Dedication  to  the 
Earl  of  Clincany,  where  the  anonymous  Reviver 
fays,  'tis  the  beft  Tragedy  this  Age  has  produc'd  ; 
but  tho'  it  does  not  deferye  any  ftich  Character,  it 
is  allow'd  to  be  a  good  Tragedy.  It  has  been  late- 
ly reviv?d  and  altered  by  Mr.  C.  Bullock. 


s. 

RICHARD    SAVAGE. 


T 


HIS  Gentleman  is  a  Natural  Son  of  the  late  Earl 
iver;;  -by  the  Counteh  of  Macclesfehl  (now 
Widow  of  the  late  Colonel  g,-et)  fhe  being  divorc'd 
by  the  Houie  of  Lords  from  the  Earl  of  Maccfaftld 
on  Account  of  his  Birth.  Earl  Risers  himfelf  flood 
Godfather,  ga\-e  him  his  own  Name,  and  few  it 
enter'd  accordingly  in  the  Regifter-Book  of  St.  An- 
dreic's  Hjlborn  ;  and  for  whom,  no  doubr,  he  would 
have  liberally  provided,  had  not  fome  unfair  Me- 
thods been  put  in  practice  to  deceive  him,  by  a  felfc 
Report  of  his  Son's  Death, 

To 
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To  his  own  Mother  he  has  not  been  the  leaft 
obliged  for  his  Education,  but  to  her  Mother  the 
Lady  Mafon;  flie  committed  him  to  the  Care  of 
Mrs.  Lloyd  his  Godmother,  who,  dying  before  he 
was  Ten  Years  old,  ou:  of  her  tender  Regard,  left 
him  a  Legacy  of  300  £  which  was  embezzled  by  her 
Executors.  • 

Under  all  thefe  Misfortunes,  this  Gentleman  ha- 
ving a  Genius  for  D«imatick  Studies,  gave  us  Two 
Plays  between  the  Age  of  Nineteen  and  Twenty 
One. 

I.  Woman  s  a  Riddle  ;    a  Comedy,   acted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lmcolm-  Inn-Field  >,  1-716.     Dedicated  to 
the  Marquis  of  m^rton.     The  Story  is  taken  from 
a  Spanij?}  Play,  call'd,  La  Dama  Duende. 

II.  Lffitf  in  a  Veil;  a  Comedy,  adted  at  the  Thea- 
tre Royal  in  Drury-L(wey  1718,  with  Applaufe.     De- 
dicated to  the  Lord  Laftfdown.     The  Story  from  a 

viJ}  Play,  call'd,  Pew  eft  a  que  eftava. 

To  the  firft  of  the  f;  Comedies,  the  Author,  being 
unacquainted  with  the  Management  of  the  Stage, 
permitted  Mr.  C.  Bullock  to  Dedicate  it,  and  put  his 
Name  to  the  Title-Page,  on  account  of  fome  few 
Alterations  lie  procured  to  be  made  in  the  Per- 

iiiance. 


X 

• 

.  EDWARD    S  H  A  R  p  H  A  M. 


T~^  HIS  Gentleman  was  a  Member  of  the  Middle- 
•,  in  the   Reign  of  King  Barnes  I.     He 


writ  one  Plav,  call'd, 

.   -* 

Ity  Fleer  •   a  Comedy,  acted  at  the 
by  the  Children  of  the  Revels,  1615.     Part  of  this 
Play  fccms  to  be  taken  from  Marflons  FJIWC. 

Sr 
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Sir  EDWARD  S  H  E  R  B  u  R  N  E. 

THIS  GeiKleman  has  given  us  a  Tranflation 
of  Four  of  Seneca  s  Tragedies,  viz,. 

I.  MEDEA. 

II.  THE  BAIS. 

III.  HERCULES.     Which  he  has  illullrated  with 
large  Notes.     Printed  in  8°.  An.  Dom.  1702. 

IV.  T  R  o  A  D  E  s,  or  fhe  Royal  Captives. 


Mr.    JOHN    SMITH. 

A    YORKSHIRE  Gentleman,  who  writ  a 
**  catfd, 

C  Y  T  H  E  R  E  A,  or  7%€  Enamouring  Girdle,  a  Come- 
dy, 1677.  Dedicated  to  the  Northern  Gentry.  This 
Play  was  never  aded.  He  was  for  feveral  Years  be- 
fore his  Death  Untie r-M after  of  Magdalen  School  ih 
Oxford,  and  Mailer  of  Arts  of  the  College  to  which 
it  belongs. 


Mr.    S  w  i  N  N  Y. 

AU  T  H  O  R  of  one  Play,  call'd, 
The  Qiiacks;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Queens 
^heatre  in  the  Hy-Market. 

T.  Mr. 
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T. 

.  NICHOLAS  TROT, 


AUTHOR  of  one  Play,  caU'd, 
ARTHUR  ;  a  Tragedy. 


yl/fr.   JOHN    TUTCHIN. 

'AUTHOR  of  a  Pafloral,  call'd, 

T'he  Unfortunate  Shepherd.     It  is  printed  with 
Colle^ion  of  Poems,,  1  68  >  . 


w. 

GEORGE        A  P  u  L. 


A  U  T  H  O  R  of  one  Play,  call'd, 

Tide  Tanieth  fa-  no  Man  >  a  pleafant  and  mer- 
ry Comedy,  printed 


Mr, 
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.   WILKINSON. 


AUTHOR  of  one  Play,  call'd, 

F/ce  Reclaim  d  :   or,  Ti«  Paffionate  Mtftrefr; 
Comedy. 


ROBERT 


HIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 

Elizabeth,  and  writ  one  Play,  call'd, 
The  Cotter's  Prophecy  ',  printed  Anno  165$. 


Mrs.   WISEMAN. 

SH  E  was  a  Servant  in  the  Family  of  Mr.  Re- 
corder Wright  of  0x072,  where,  having  a  pretty 
deal  of  leifure  Time,  which  fhe  {pent  in  Reading 
Novels  and  Plays,  fhe  began  a  Play,  and  finid'd  it 
after  fhe  came  to  London,  call'd, 

ANTIOCHUS  the  Great :  or,  T'he  Fatal Relapfe ;  a 
Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1706,  with 
Applaufe.  She  married  a  young  Vintner,  whofe 
Name  was  Holt;  and  with  the  Profits  arifing  from 
her  Play,  they  fee  up  a  Tavern  in  Wtflminftcr. 


Y.  Mr. 
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Y. 


k 


jl/fr.  ROBERT  YARRINGTON. 

THIS  Gentleman  liv'd  in  the  Reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  writ  a  Play,  entitl'd 
Tu'0  'Tragedies  in  one.     Printed  1678.     The  Story 
of  this  Play,  is  the  private  Murders  of  one  Mr.  Beech 
and  another  Gentleman. 


PLAYS 


WRITTEN 


By  Anonymous  AUTHOR  s. 


A. 


A 


LPHONSUS  King  of  Aragon ;  an  Hiftori- 
cal  Play,  a&ed  with  Applaufe  i5pp.  This 
Play  has  prefixed  to  it,  the  Letters  R.  G» 

II.  APOLLO  Sb roving ,   a  Comedy,   1^27,  with 
the  Letters  E.  W. 

III.  A  MINT  A;  a  Paftoral,  1628,  tranflated  frorp 
the  Italian  of  7^/To  ^    with  Ariadne's  Complaint,  ir: 
Imitation  of  Anguilara. 

IV.  A  L  B  i  o  N'J  Triumph ;  a  Mafque  perform'd  at 
Court,  1^31,  by  the  King  and  Queen,  and  fever  a : 
Noblemen,  the  Sunday  after  Twelfth-Night. 

V.  A  L  B  u  M  A  z  A  R  ,•  a  Comedy,  a<5ted  before  the 
King  at  Cambridge,   by  the  Gentlemen  of  Trinity- 
College^  1^34.     Since  reviv'd  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
with  a  Prologue  writ  by  Mr.  Dry  den. 

VL  A  N  D  R  o  M  A  N  A,  or  The  Merchant's  IVife  ,  a 
Tragedy,  1660.  The  Plot  from  Sir  Philip  Sidneys 
Arcadia,  in  the  Story  of  PLwgiis.  This  Play  has  the 
Letters  J.  S, 

VII. 
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VII.  ANDRONICUS,    Impiety's  long   Succefs,    or 
Heavens  late  Revenge ;  a  Tragedy,  i<5<5i. 

VIII.  ARIADNE,  or  "The  Marriage  of  Bacchus  ; 
an  Opera.     Tranflated  from  the  French,  and  prefen- 
ted   by  the  Academy  of  Muiick  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  in  Govern  Garden,  1674.     Ic  was  dedicated  to 
the  King,  and  was  written  by  Monfieur  P.  P. 

IX.  *fhe  Amorous  Gallant,  or  Love  in  FajJrion  ;    a 
Comedy  in  Heroick  Verfe,  1675.     It  is  a  Tranfla- 
tion  of  Corneilk's  I' Amour  Alamode,  and  Tome  time  ap- 
pear'd  under  the  Title  of  7/^  Amorous  Orontus. 

X*  The  Amorous  Old  Woman,  or  7*1$  ~&ell  if  it  'Take ; 
a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  1684.  This 
Play  was  afterwards  printed  with  the  Title  of  'The 
Fond  Lady. 

XI.  fhe  Abdicated  Prime,    or  'The  Adventures  of 
Four  Tears ;    a  Tragi-Comcdy,  aded  at  White-Hull 
1690.     This  Play  contains  the  Tranfadtions  or"  the 
Court  and  Nation  during  the  Reign  of  King  James  II. 

XII.  ALBION;   an  Interlude. 

XIII.  ABRAH  AM'J-  Sacrifice \  a  Play,  fuppos'd  to 
be  a  Tranflation  from   ^Theodore  Bez,a. 

XIV.  An  Alarm  for  London ,  or  The  Siege  of  Ant-" 
Kerf)  with  the  ventrous  Alls  and  valiant  Deeds   of  the 
Lame  Soldier  j   a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  Servants.     Plot  from  7*ke  Tragical  Hi f- 
tory  of  the  City  of  Antwerp. 

XV.  A  R  D  E  N  of  Feverfiam,  his  true  and  lamentable 
'Tragedy.     For  the  S:ory,  fee  Goodwin,  Hayuard,  Hol- 
liujhcad,  &LC. 

XVI.  'The  Arraignment  of  Par  is  $  a  Dramatick-Paf- 
toral.     'Shakefpear  was  fuppos'd  to  be  the  Author  of 
this  Piece. 

XVII.  ARSINOE  Queen  of  C\fnu\  an  Opera, 
pcrform'd  at  the  Tlieatre  in  Drury-Lafie, 

XV7III    Adventure*  at  Mad,  id -3  a  Ccmcdy. 

XIX, 
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XIX.  A  L  A  R  B  A  s ;  an  Opera,  acled  at  the  Queen's 
Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. 

XX.  The  ALBION  Qrieens ;  a  Tragedy,  acfted  at 
the  Theatre  Royal. 

XXI.  Ail  for  the  Better,  or   The  Infallible  Cure ;  2. 
Comedy.     Written  by  Mr.  Manning. 

XXII.  A  L  M  A  H  i  D  E  ;    an  Opera,  prefented  at 
the  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket- 

XXIII.  A  L  M  Y  N  A,  or  The  Arabian  Fbw  -3  a  Tra- 
gedy. 

XXIV.  The  Amorous  Mifery  or  The  Younger  the  Wi~ 
fer.    By  Mr.  Mateux. 

XXV.  As  you  find  it ;  a  Comedy. 

XXVI  A  L  T  E  M  i  R  A  ,•  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal. 

XXVIL  The  Apparition,  or  The  Sham  Wedding ;  a 
Comedy,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  1714.  Writ- 
ten by  a  Gentleman  of  Chrift-Church-CoHege  in  Ox- 
ford. Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Carteret. 

XXVIII.  A j AX,-   a  Tragedy.     Tranflated  from 
the  Greek  of  Sophocles.     Revifed  by  Mr.  Rowe}iji6. 

XXIX.  AGAMEMNON.    Tranflated  from  Seneca 
by  Mr.  J.  Studley. 

XXX.  A  M  A  D  i  s ;  an  Opera.     Perform 'd  at  the 
Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. 

XXXI.  APOLLO  and  D  A  P  H  N  E  j  a  Mafque. 


B. 

I.  np#£  Baftard;  a  Tragedy,  1552.  .  The  Plo: 

JL     and  part  of  the  Language  from  The  Engirt 
Lovers,  and  The  Unfortunate  Spaniard. 

i\ 
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II.  h*  Battle  of  ALCAZAR;    a  Tragedy,  acted 
by  the  Lord  High  Admiral's  Servants,    15^4.     The 
Srory  relates  to  Selaflian  King  of  Portugal,  and  Aide- 
lemechKing'ot  Morocco.     Plot  from  Heyinis  Cofmogra- 
fhy  in  the  Hiftory  of  Spain.,  &c. 

III.  'the  Bajbfnl  Lovers  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  afted  at 
the  Black-Fry  ars,  by  his  Majtfty's  Servants,  1655. 
This  Play  has  the  Letters  B.  J. 

IV.  7%e  Beau  Merchant  ;  a  Comedy.     Written  by 
Mr.  S-  —  ,  a  Gentleman  of  Glocefter.     Never  ac~ted. 

V.  "I  he  Braggadocio,  or  The  Bawd  '  turrid  Puritan  ; 
a  Comedy,  i6po.  Writ  by  a  Perfon  of  Quality. 

VI.  The  Banifid  Duke,  or  The  Tragedy  of  Infortu- 
natus;  a6red  at  the  Theatre-Royal  1690.  The  Cha- 
racter of  InforiundtHty  was  drawn  for  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth. 

VII.  The  Bloody  Duke,    or   The  Adventures  for  a 
Crown  >  a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded  at  the  Court  of  Al- 
ia  Regalis,    by   feveral    Perfons    of  Quality   i(5po. 
This  Play  is  written  by  the  Author  of  the  Abdicated 
Prince  :  and  expofes  the  Pofijb-Plot,  &c. 

VIII.  B  o  N  D  u  c  A,  or  7/je  Britifli  Heroine  ;  a  Tra  - 
gedy,  with  an  Entertainment  of  Muiick  1  696.     De- 
dicated to  the  Lord  jfeffery.r.     This  is  Fletcher's  Eon- 
duca  re  viv'd  and  altered  j  the  two  Universities  club'd 
in  it. 

IX.  Band,  Ruff,  and  Cuff,  an  Interlude. 

X.  The  Bloody  Banquet-,   a  Tragedy,  a&ed  at  the 
Theatre-Royal. 

XL  The  Battle  of  Sedgmoor.  A  Farce,  injuriouf- 
ly  father'd  upon  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Never 
acced. 
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c 

U  P  i  D  '  s  Whirligig ;    a  Comedy,   a&ed   by 
the   Children  of  >the   King's  Revels  1616, 

Dedicated  to  Mr  Robert  Hayman.     The  Plot  is  taken 

from  Boccacc's  Novels. 

II.  The  Coflly  Whore,    a  Comic-Hiflorical  Play, 
aded  by  the  Company  of  the  Revels  1635. 

III.  CHARLES    the  Fir  ft  Kmg  of  England ;    a 
Tragedy  1649.     Dedicated  to  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond. 

IV»  The  Counterfeit  Bridegroom,  or  'The  Defeated  Wi- 
dow ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Thea- 
tre 1^77.  This  is  only  Middletons,  No  Wit  like  a 
Woman 's,  Printed  with  a  new  Title. 

V.  'The  Confiant  Nymph,  Or  The  Rambling  Shepherd ; 
a  Dramatick  Paftoral,  prefented  at  the  Duke's  The- 
atre i6jS. 

VI.  The  Counterfeits ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke 
of  Tork's  Theatre,  1^79.     Plot  from  a  Sfanijh  Novel 
tranflated,  call'd,  The  Trapanmr  Trafaim'd.     Leonard 
was  fuppos'd  to  be  Author  of  this  Play.     Mr.  Gibber's 
She  wou'd  and  fie  woud  mty  is  taken  from  this  Play. 

VII.  T%eCbrffintas  Ordinary,  a  Comedy,  acled  at 
a  Gentleman's  'Houfe  among   other  Revels  1682. 
This  Piece  is  Written  by  a  Gentleman  who  was 
Mailer  of  Arts,  and  has  to  it,  the  Letters  W.  R. 

VIII.  The  Coronation  of  Queen  ELIZABETH,  or 
The  Refloration  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  and  Downfal 
of  the  Pope  ;  an  Hiftorical  Play.     This  has  likewife 
the  Letters,  W.  R. 

IX.  The  Cormjh  Comedy ;  aded  at  the  Theatre  in 
Borfet-Garden  1696.    Dedicated  to  Chriflofher  Rich 

X  a  Efqj 
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Lfqj  one  of  the  Patentees  of  his  Majefty's  Theatre. 

VVrit  by  a  Cornijb  Attorney. 

X.  The  Commons  Condition;  a  Comedy, 

XL  CROMWELL'S   Conffiracy ;   a  Tragi-Come- 

dy,  which  I  can  give  no  Account  of. 

XII.  The  Contention  between  York  and  Lane  After.     In 
Two  Parts  ;  containing  the  Death  of  the  good  Duke 
Humphrey^  the  Banifhment  and  Death  of  the  Duke 
of  Suffolk,  and  the  Tragical  End  of  the,  proud  Car- 
dinal of  Wimhefter,  with  the  Notable  Rebellion  of 
Jack  Cade,  and  the  Duke  of  York's  firft  Claim  to  the 
Crown.    This  Play  differs  very  little  from  Shakefpear's 
Hen.  Vlth,  2  Part. 

XIII.  CESAR'S  Revenge ;  a  Tragedy. 

XIV.  CYRUS  King  of  Perjia;  afted  at  the  The- 
tre-Royal. 

XV-  The  Cruel  Debtor-,  a  Play,  only  nam'd  by  Mr. 
Kirkman. 

XVI.  'fhe  Combat  of  Caps ;  a  Mafque. 

XVII.  The  Contrivances,  or  More  Ways  than  one  ;  a 
Farce,  acted  at  the  Theatre-Royal  1715.    By  Mr. 
Gary. 

XVIII.  The  Carelefs  Shepherds. 

XIX.  CAMILLA;  an  Opera,  acted  at  the  The- 
atre in  the  Hay-Market. 

XX.  The  Cares  of  Love  ;  a  Comedy. 

XXI.  C  i  N  N  A'S  Conffiracy  ;    a  Tragedy,  acted 
at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln*- Inn-Fields. 

XXII.  The  Conquefl  of  Spain ;  a  Tragedy. 

XXIII.  The  Cnieky  of  the  Spaniards  in  Peru  ;  ex- 
prefs'd  by  Inflrumental  and  Vocal  Mufkk,  and  by 
Art  of  Perfpective  in  Scenes,  &c.  Reprefented  daily 
at  the  CockpitmDrury-Lane  at  three  Afternoon  punc- 
tually, 1658. 

XXIV.  The  City  Madam  ,•  a  Comedy. 

XXV.  CYRUS,  King  of  Perila ;  a  Tragedy. 

XXVI.  CLOTILDA;     an    Italian  Opera,  pre- 
fentcd  at  the  Theatre  in  the ' Haymarket. 
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XXVII.  Sir  CLYMON,  Knight  of  the  Golden 
Shield,  and  C  L  A  M  Y  D  E  s  the  white  Knight ;  an  Hiito- 
rical  Play,  1699.  Ctynon  was  Son  of  the  King  ot 
Denmark,  and  Clamydes  Son  of  the  King  of  Suawa. 


D. 

I.  ¥  A  A  R  i  u  s  ;    an  Interlude  1565.     Taken  from 
1  J  the  third  and  fourth  Chapter  of  Efdras. 

II.  The  Debauchee,  or  T%e  Credulous  Cuckold;  a  Co- 
medy, a<5ted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre  1677. 
This  is  Broome's  Mad  Couple  well  Mat  elf  d>    revived 
by  Mrs.  Behn. 

III.  DAMON  and  PYTHIAS,     an  Hiilorical 
Play. 

IV.  T'he  Deftruttion  of  Jerusalem. 

V.  T'he  Divine  Mafjue.    Dedicated   to  General 
Monk. 

VI.  DICK  SCORNERJ   a  Play  taken  Notice 
of,  by  Mr.  Kirkman. 

VII.  *fhe  Different  Widow,  or  Intrigue  A-la-mcde ;  a 
Comedy. 

VIII.  Dr.  Dodifole ;    a   Comedy ,    aded   at  the 
Theatre-Royal. 

IX.  'fhe  Doating  Lovers ;    a  Comedy,  afted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincolns-Inn-Fields,    1715,    by  Newburgh 
Hamilton,  Gent. 

X.  The  Drummer,  or  The  Haunted-Houfe ;  a  Co- 
medy, afted  at  the  Theatre-Royal,  1715.     With  a 
Preface  by  Sir  Richard  Steele. 

XL  The  Death  of  DIDO;  a  Mafque. 
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E. 

I.  T^DWARD   III,-   an  Hiftorical  Play, 
JJ^  Plot  from  our  Englijb  Chronicles. 

II.  Every  Woman  in  her  Hume  ur  ;  a  Comedy,  i<5op. 

III.  ELECTRAJ    a    Tragedy,    printed   at   the 
PLigue  16^9^  and  prefented  to  her  Highnefs  the  La- 
dy RltXtoketh*      It  is  a   Tranflation  from  Sophocles, 
and  has  in  the  Front  the  Letters  C.  W. 

IV.  The  Extravagant  Shepherd  j   a  Paftoral-Come^ 
cly,  i<554.     This  Piece  is  tranflated  from  Corueil/e  ; 
Indicated  to  Mrs.  Tbornbill.     To  the  Title-Page  of 
this  Play  are  nrefix'd  the  Letters  T.  R. 

V.  Englifn  Men  fir  Alnncy,  or  A  IVoman  will  have 
her  Will  ;    a  Comedy,  acted  with  great  Applaufe, 
1656. 

VI.  ELVIRA,  or   The  WOY&  not  always  true  ;    a 
Tragi-Comedy,     written  by  a  Perfon  of  Quality, 
1667.     The  Lord  Digby  was  fuppos'd  to  be  the  Au- 
thor of  this  Play. 

VII.  The  Englifh  Princefs,  or  'the  Death  of  Richard 
III  ;  a  Tragedy,  1673-     This  Play  was  afcrib'd  to 

Car  lei.     The  Plot  from  HMngsbsad,  Speed, 


VIII.  T*he  Emprcfs  of  Morocco  ;    a  Farce,  acted 
by  his  Majefly  s  Servants,  1674,  faid  to  be  writ  by 
Mr.  7hn.  Dnfft-t. 

IX.  EDWARD  III,    i^ith  the  Rill  of  Mortimer, 
Earl  of  March  ;    an   hiflorical   Play,    acted   at  the 
Theatre  Royal,    j<5c?o.     Dedicated  to  Henry  Lord 
Vifcount  Sifatj.     Plot  from  the  £;^//:5  Chronicles, 

J  a  Novel  tranfiaced  from  the  French^  call'd, 
•/j  of  Salisbury. 
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X.  Enough's  tu  good  as  a  Feaft ;  a  Comedy. 
XL  An  Evening  Adventure,  or  A  Night's   Intrigue-, 
a  Comedy,  from  the  Spanijk. 

XII.  ERNELINDA;  an  Opera,  performed  at  the 
Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. 

XIII.  E  T  E  A  R  c  o  ;    2n  Opera,  perfbrm'd  at  the 
Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. 

XIV.  EMILIA;   a  Tragedy,  1572.     Dedicated 

to  the  only  Few The  Author  in  his  Dedication 

confefles   that  he  has  taken  the  Hint  of  the  Plot 
from  La  ConftaxzA  di  Rofamondo  of  Aurelio  Aureli. 


F. 

j.  r~r\HE  Fair  Maid  of  Bri&ol;  a  Comedy,  aded 
^    before  the  King  and  Queen  at  Hamfton- 
Court  1605. 

II.  Fair  E  M  the  Miller  s  Daughter  of  Manchefter, 
with  the  Love  of  Wi  L  L  i  A  M  the  Conquerer  ;  a  Comedy, 
a&ed  by  the  Lord  Strange's  Servants,  1^31. 

III.  'fbe  Falfe  Favourite  Difgracd,   and  the  Reward 
of  Loyalty  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  1657.     This  Play  was 
never  acled. 

IV.  fhe  Feign  d  Aflrologer ;    a  Comedy,  tranflated 
from  the  French  of  ComeiHe,  166%.     The  Plot  from 
Colder  on  s  El  Eflrologo  fngido. 

V.  F  L  o  R  A'S  Vagaries ;   a  Comedy,  adcd  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1670.      This  Play  is  afcrib'd  to 
Mr.  Rhodes.     Plot  from  Boccace's  Novels,  D.  3.  AT".  3. 

VI.  'The  Fatal  Jealoufy  -3   a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1673.     Plot  from  Johannes 
Gi gas's  P  oft  ills )  Tfheatr  e  of  God's  JudgrnentSyUnfommate 
Lovers,  &c. 

X  4  VIL 
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VII.  The  French  Conjurer ;  a  Comedy,  scted  at 
the  Dake's  Theatre,  1678.  Plot  from  the  Stories  of 
Dorido  and  Cloridia,  and  the  Merchant  of  Scvil,  in 
the  Romance  ot  Gunman.  This  Play  has  the  Let- 

S  T.  P. 

\  III.  The  Factious  Citizen,*  or  The  Melancholy  Viji- 
cner ;  a  Comedy,  acled  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Thea- 
r:e,  1685. 

IX.  Til  Fdly  of  Prieftcraft;    a  Comedy,    1690. 
Mr-  I.augbiun  tells  us,  that  this  is  an  excellent  Piece 
of  Satire. 

X.  The  Fairy  Queen ;   an  Opera,  prefented  at  the 
Queen's   Theatre,    1692.      This  is  borrowed  from 
Snake/fear's  Midsummer  Night  s  Dream. 

XL  F  u  L  G  i  u  s  and  LUCRELLE. 

XII.  Free  Will;   a  Tragedy,      Tranflated  from 
the  Italian  by  one  H.  C. 

XIII.  The  Faithful  Shepherd;  a  Dramatick  Pafloral. 
Plot  from  Gnarims  P after  Fido. 

XIV.  The  Fatal  Difcovery,     or  Love  in  Ruins ;    a 
Tragedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  169%.     It 
fcems  to  be  taken  from  the  Hint  of  the  old  Story  of 
OEdipus. 

XV.  The  Fafamalle  Lovers,  or  Wit  in  Ne ceffity  ',  a 
Comedy. 

XVI.  Feign  d  F,-iendJhify  or  The  Mad  Reformer  ;  a 
Comedy. 

XVII.  The  Female  Wits,  or  The  Triumvirate  of  Poets 
at  Rehearfal ;   a  Comedy,  having  in  the  Title  Page 
the  Letters  ttf.  M. 

X  VIII.  The  Fickle  Shepherdefs  ;  afted  at  the  Thea- 
tre in  Limolm-Inn-Fidds  by  his  Majefly's  Servants ; 
plaj'd  all  by  Women.  Dedicated  to  the  Lady 
Gouxr. 

XIX.  Tt)e  Faithful  General. 

XX.  The  FaltofTsLTqum;  printed  at  Tork.   Writ- 
ten by  Mr.  William  Hum  Collector  of  the  Excife. 
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G. 

I.  f~*\  U  Y  Earl  of  Warwick  ;  a  Tragedy,  having 
Vj  prefixed  to  ir  the  Letters  B,  J. 

II.  T.Jhe  Ghost,  or  *fhe  Woman  wears  the  Breeches  ;  a 
Comedy,  1640. 

III.  Gammer  G  u  R  T  o  N'J  Needle  ;  a  Comedy,  acted 
at  Chrift's  College,  Cambridge.     Writ  by  Mr.  S.  Ma- 
fier  of  Arts. 

IV.  GRIM  the  Collier  of  Croydon,   or  Tfhe  Devil 
and  his  Dame,  with  the  Devil  and  St.  Dunflan  ;   a  Co- 
medy, i<5o<5.     Plot  from  MachiarveFs  Marriage  of 
Belphegor,  a  Novel.     This  Play  has  to  it  the  Letters 


V.  *fhe  Gentle  Craft,  or  Shoemaker's  Holiday. 
VL  Tie  Generous  Cully  ;  a  Comedy. 

VII.  The  General  Cafiier'd. 

VIII.  The  Generous  Choice. 

IX.  Sir  G  i  L  E  s  G  o  o  s  E-C  A  p  ;  acted  at  the  pri- 
vate Houfe  in  Salisbury-Court,   with  great  Applaufe, 
1636.     Dedicated  to  Richard  Toung,  Efq; 

X.  Sir  G  i  D  D  y  W  H  i  M,    or  fbe  unlucky  Amour  ; 
k  Comedy. 
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H. 

HISTRIOMASTRIXyw  The  Player  Whip  ; 
a  Comedy,  1610. 

II.  7?tf  Honeft  Lawyer  ;   a  Comedy,  aded  by  the 
Queen's  Servants,  1616.     This  Play  has  the  Letters 

S.  S. 

III.  HENRY  V,    uvV/;  the  Battle  of  Agin-Court  ; 
an  Hiflorical  Play,   a6led  by  the  King's  Servants, 
1617.     Plot  from  the  Engli/h  Chronicles. 

IV.  How  to  chufe  a  Good  Wife  from  a  Bad  one;  aded 
by  the  Earl  of   Worcefte/s  Servants,  1634.      The 
Foundation  of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Cynthio  Geraldi, 
a  Novel. 

V.  The  Hettor,  or  The  Falfe  Challenge  ;  a  Comedy, 
1 65  6.  Mr.  Langbain  gives  this  Play  a  very  good  Cha- 
rafter. 

VI.  Hell's  High  Court  of  Juftice,  or  The  Try  al  of  the 
Politick  Ghofts    (viz.)  Oliver  Cromwell,   the  King  of 
Sweden^  and  Cardinal  Mazarine;    a  Tragedy,  1661. 
This  Play  has  in  the  Title  Page  the  Letters  J.  D. 

VII.  H  u  N  T  i  N  G  D  o  N'J  Divertifsment ;    an  Inter- 
lude, for  the  Entertainment  of  the  County  Feaft  held 
at  Merchant-Taylors-Hall,  1678.     This  Piece  has  the 
Letters  W.  N. 

VIII.  H  o  F  F  M  A  N'J  Tragedy,  or  Revenge  for  a  Fa- 
ther  ;   acted  at  the  Phoenix  in  Drury-Lane,  with  great 
A  p  pi  a  ufe. 

IX.  HYDASPES;    an  Opera,  prefented  at   the 
Tluatrc  in  the  Haymarket. 

X.  H    acuLEsOETus;  a  Tragedy,  from  Se- 
neca, by  Mr.  J.  Studley. 

XL 
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XL  The  Hviiwrof  Wales ;  a  Mafquc,  fuppofedto 
be  writ  by  B.  Johnfm. 

XII.  HOE,  or  T'he  Country  Wake  ;  a  Farce,  by 
Mr.  Cibber.  Taken  from  Mr.  Dcgget's  Play  of  the 
fame  Name. 


I.   T  ^  M£  £  IV ;  an  Hiftorical  Play.     This  Sto- 
«J    ry  is  found**-  on  a  King  of  Scotland  of  that 
Name. 

^? 

II.  JACK  S T R A  w'j  Z//?  fl!&2  Death,   1593.     For 
the  Plot,  fee  the  Englifb  Chronicles  in  the  Reign  of 
King  Richard  II. 

III.  JERONYMO,   or  The  Spanifli  'Tragedy •,    U7>i& 
^  Wars  of  Portugal,  1605.     This  Play  contains  the 
Life  and  Death  of  Don  Andrea. 

IV.  J  E  R  o  N  Y  M  o   is  Mad  again,    or  efhe  Spanifii 
tragedy y  Part  II ;  containing  the  lamentable  End  of  Don 
Horatio  and  Beliimperin,  with  the  Death-  of  Jeronymo, 
1523.     This  Play  was  acted  with  Applaufe. 

V.  JACK  DRUM'.C    'Entertainment,  or  "The  Comedy 
of  PAS Q_U i L    and  CATHARINE;    acted  by  the 
Children  o(St.PauLr9i6i6.  Part  of  this  Play  is  taken 
from  Argalm  and  Part  hem  a. 

VI.  "The  Jovial  Crew,  or  "The  Devil  tunid  Ranter ; 
an  Interlude,  1651. 

VII.  Ignoramus ;  a  Comedy,  often  acted  with 
Applaufe  before  King  James\y  1662,  This  Play 
was  originally  writ  in  Latin,  and  tran dated  by  R.  G. 

VIII.  St.  J  o  H  N  the  Evangelift  ;  a  Dramatick  Piece. 

IX.  JACOB  avid  ESAU;   an  Interlude,   founded 
on  Scripture. 
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X.  The  Interlude  of  Touth ;  an  old  initructive  Piece 
written  in  Verfe. 

XI.  Impatient  Poverty  ;  a  Comedy. 

XII.  JACK  JUGGLER;  a  Comedy. 

XIII.  JOSEPH'/  Affliftions. 

XIV.  Injurd  Love,    or  'The  Lady's  Satisfaction  ;    a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln*- Inn-Fields. 

XV.  'The  Imfofture  Defeated,    or  A  Trick  to  Cheat 
tyc Devil ,  a  Comedy. 

XVI.  The  Juror,  a  Farce,  171 7.    Never  acted, 


K. 

I.      A      Knack  now  to  know  a  Knave;    a  Comedy, 
Xx     I594-     The  ferious  Part  of  this  Play  is 
taken  from  the  Story  of  King  Edgar,  Ethelwald  and 
Alfreda.     See  Walftngham,  Malmesbury,  Stowy  dec. 

II.  A  Knack  to  know  an  Hone  ft  Man ;  a  Comedy, 
feveral  times  acted,  1596. 

III.  The  Knave  in  Grain  New  Vamft  j   a  Comedy, 
acted  at  the  Fortune  with  Applaufe,  1 640. 

IV.  Knavery  in  all  Trades,  or  The  Coffee- Houfe ;    a 
Comedy,    acted  by  Apprentices  of  London  in  the 
Chriftmas  Holydays,  1664. 

V.  The  King  and  Queens,  Entertainment  at  Richmond, 
after  their  Departure  from  Oxford  ;  a  Mafque,  prefented 
by  the  moft  Illuftrious  Prince  Charles.   Dedicated  to 
her  Majefty. 

VI.  King  EDGAR  and  A  L  F  R  F.  D  A  ;  an  Hiflorical 
Play.     The  Story  from  the  Englifi  Chronicles. 

L.    L 
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L. 

I.  TT  O  0  K  about  you ;  a  Comedy,  acted  by  the 
.  I  j  Lord  High  Admiral's  Servants,  1 600.  This 
is  a  diverting  Piay  ;  it  is  partly  founded  on  English 
Hiftory,  viz,,  the  Chronicles  of  Baker,  Speed,  dec.  in 
the  Reign  of  King  Henry  II. 

II.  The  Lofl  Primefs  ;  a  Tragedy.     Written  by  the 
late  Lord  Bleffington. 

III.  L  u  M  i  N  A  L  i  A,    or   The  Feftival  of  Light ;    a 
Mafque,  prefented  at  Court  on  Shrove  Titefday  Night, 
1637.     Mr.  Liigo  Jones  affifted  in  it. 

IV.  The  Levellers  Level fd,  or  The  Independants  Con- 
fpiracy  to  rout  out  Monarchy,  an  Interlude,  1647.  This 

Piece  is  Dedicated  to  King  Charles  II. 

V.  'the  Lady  A  L  i  M  o  N  Y,   or  The  Alimony  Lady  ; 
acted  with  Applaufe,  165  p. 

VI.  London  Chanticleers ;    a  Comedy,  frequently 
a&ed,  1659. 

VII.  Love  Al-a-mode ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  Middle- 
;-Houfe,  1663.     This  Play  was  writ  by  a  Perfon 

of  Honour,  and  acted  with  Applaufe. 

VIII.  The  Rejolution,  or  The  Happy  Change  ;  a  Tra- 
gi-Comedy,  acted  throughout  the  Englifi  Dominions, 
1688.     Written  by  a  Perfon  of  Quality. 

IX.  The  Laws  of  Nature ;    a  Comedy. 

X.  Lingua,  or  The  Combat  of  the  Tongue  and 
Senfes  for  Liberality,  a  diverting  Comedy.     Mr. 
flanly  tells  us,  that  Oliver  Cromwell  acted  the  Part  of 
Lattm  in  this  Play,  at  Cambridge,  which  firft  infpir'd 
him  with  Ambition. 

*  XL  Li* 
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XI.  Liberality  and  Prodigality  ,  a  Comedy. 

XII.  Lwesifiodftoae*  a  Comedy. 

XIII.  fhe  Loft  Lady  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy.     By  Sir 
William  Barcley. 

XIV.  The  Lunatick  ;    a  Comedy,    acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal. 

XV.  Love  without  Inter  eft  ;  a  Comedy. 

XVI.  Love's  a  Lottery  ;  a  Comedy. 

XVII.  The  Lucky  Prodigal,  or    Wit  at  a  Pinch  ;    a 
Farce  of  two  Acts,  acled  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincchis- 
Lm-Fieldsy  1715. 

XVIII.  L  u  c  i  u  s  V  E  R  u  s ;  an  Opera.   Performed 
at  the  Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. 

XIX.  Love  in  a  Wood,    or   The  Country  'Squire  ;    a 
Farce.     By  G.  J.     Never  aded.     This  Piece  was 
composed  in  three  or  four  Days,  and  before  the  Au- 
thor was  any  ways  acquainted  with  the  Stage,  or 
Poetical  Writings. 

This  Gentleman  has  a  Play  ready  for  the  Stage, 
entitul  d.  The  Soldier's  Lafe  Stake  ;  a  Comedy.  He 
is  Son  of  a  conliderable  Malfter  of  Romfey,  in  the 
County  of  Southampton,  at  which  Place  he  was  born 
Anno  1 686.  His  Mother  is  of  the  Family  of  the 
Thornburgh's  in  Wilts,  one  whereof  was  Bilhop  of 
Worcefler,  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  I,  and  two 
of  them  attended  the  Royal  Exile.  He  was  bred 
to  the  Law  under  a  very  eminent  Attorney ;  and 
has  iince  been  Steward  and  Secretary  to  the  Ho- 
nourable William  Blathiuayt,  Efq;  a  celebrated  Cour- 
tier in  the  Reign  of  King  William ;  and  who  enjoy'd 
great  Preferments  in  the  State  in  the  late  and  pre- 
icnt  Reign. 
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M. 

I.  11    /TASSIANELLO,    or   The  Rebellion  of 

IV JL  Naples;  a  Tragedy,  1631.  Dedicated 
to  John  Cxfar,  Efq;  Plot  form  the  Lord  Alexander 
Gir-affi's  Hiftory  of  Naples.  Englifh'd  by  Mr.  Howel, 

1650.  Du  T/erdier's  Hiftoire  Unwerfetie,  &c. 

II.  A  Mafyue  of  Flowers ;  prefented  at  the  Banquet- 
ing-Houfe  at  Whitehall,  by  the  Gentlemen  of  Grays-Inn 
on  Twe Ifth-N/ght,  1 6$  i .      Dedicated  to   Sir  Francis 
Bacon. 

III.  Mafquerade  du  del-,    a  Mafque,  1640.     Dedi- 
cated to  the  Queen.     By  J.  S. 

IV.  MARCUS  TULLIUS  CICERO,  his  Tragedy ', 

1651.  This  Play  is  writ  in  Imitation  of  Ben  John- 
foris  Cat  aline  y  but  it  is  uncertain  whether  it  was  ever 
aded.     The  Story  of  this  famous  Orator,  you  may 
find  in  Plutarch's  Life  of  Cicero,  Affiant,  Dion,  &c. 

V.  *fhe  Merry  Devil  of  Edmonton ;    a  Comedy, 
often  acted  at  the  Globe  on  the  Bank-Side,  1*555.     Plot 
from  Fuller's  Church  Hi  ft. 

VI.  The  Marriage  Breaker,   or  The  Pander ;    a  Co- 
medy written  by  M.  W.  M.  A.  1662.     Plot  from 
the  Englijh  Chronicles  in  the  Reign  of  Selen  King  of 
the  Weft  Saxons. 

VII.  MUCEDORUS    and   AM  ADO  N,    with  the 
merry  Conceits  of  Moufe ;    a  Comedy,  aded  at  the 
Globe,  1 668,    and  afterwards  prefented  before  the 
King  at  Whitehall.     Mucedorus  was  Son  to  the  King 
of  Valencia,  and  Amadon  was  Daughter  of  the  King 
of  Aragon.     This  Play  was  fupposM  to  be  writ  by 
Shakeffear. 

*  VIII. 
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VIII.  The  Morning  Ramble^  or  The  Town  Humours  ; 
a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1673. 

IX.  The  Male,  or  T*he  Modijh  Lovers  ;    a  Comedy, 
afted  by  his  Majelty's  Servants,  1674.     Dedicated 
to  Jl/tttiam  Whitcomb,  Efq;     This  Play,  has  in  the 
Title  Page  the  Letters  J.  D. 

X.  The  Mock  Dudifty    or  T'be  French  Valet*   a 
Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Roys!,  1675.     This 
Play  is  fuppos'd  to  be  writ  by  Mr.  Peter  Eellon,  ha- 
ving the  Letters  P.  B. 

XL  *fbe  Mufe  of  New-Market,  containing  three 
Drolls,  viz.  I.  The  merry  Milk- Maids  of  Iflington,  or  The 
Rambling  Gallants  Defeated :  2 .  Love  /off  in  the  Dark,  or 
The  Drunken  Couple  :  3 .  The  Politick  Whore,  or  The  Con- 
ceited Cuckold-,  acted  at  New -Market,  itfSi.  Ail 
flolen  from  other  Plays. 

XII.  Mafter  Turbulent,  or  T'he  Melancholick s  ;  a  Co- 
medy, a&ed  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1682. 

XIII.  Miflaken  Beauty,  or  T'he  Lyar ;    a  Comedy, 
acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1685.    This  is  a  Tranf- 
lation  from  Corneiltes  Menteur. 

XIV.  T'he  Marriage  of  Wit  and  Science  ;  an  Inter- 
lude. 

XV.  Manhood  and  Wifdom -,  a  Play. 

XVI.  Mercurius  Britannicus,  or  The  En  glim  Intelli- 
gencer ;    a  Tragi-Comedy.     This  Play  reflects  upon 
fome  of  the  Judges,  and  other  Perfons,  who  advis'd 
King  Charles  I.  to  levy  the  Ship-Money. 

XVII.  Menccchmus ;  a  Comedy.     This  is  a  Tranf- 
lation  from  PL-tutus,  and  has  the  Letters  W.  W. 

XVIII.  Monjieur  de  P  o  u  R  c  E  A  u  c  N  A  c,  or  'Squire 
T  R  1 1.  o  o  B  Y  j  a  Comedy  of  Three  Acts.    Perform'd 
by  Subfcription  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln- Lm-Fi elds, 
by  a  felect  Company  of  Comedians  from  both  Hou- 
fes,  1704.     It  is  a  Tranflation   from  the  French  of 
Mvliere.     The  Prologue  by  Dr.  Garth. 

XIX- 
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XIX.  M  A  N  L  i  u  s ;  an  Opera.     Perform 'd  at  the 
Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. 

XX.  A  Mafque  of  the  Middle-Temple. 

XXI.  A  Mafque  made  for  my  Lord  RoJxfters 
VA  L  F.  N  T  i  N  i  A  N7,  by  Mr.  late.     Printed  in  his  Mif- 
cellanies. 

^^^^^^^^^^fS^^^^S^^^^^t^^  V^ 
ix1*  w^ni  BC)OS  m \r*  1^°!  i/S  vtf'-s  if}1**  B";rd  tfv  i  Ba'3«lPril  PC>  '••&'  in  nt  !** 
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N. 

I.  TVT  E  R  o'j   Tragedy.     Mr.  .Z><?  writ  a  Tragedy 
JL^l    on  this  Subjed.     For  the  Story,  fee  Sueto- 
nius in  Vha  Neronis,  &c. 

II.  Neglected  Virtue^  or  T'he  Unhappy  Conqueror ;  an 
Hiftorical  Play,  afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal.     Dedi- 
cated to  Sir  John  Smith,  Bart. 

III.  A  New  Cuftom;    an  Interlude,  1573.     This 
Play  contains  but  Three  Ads,  and  may  be  performed 
by  Four  Perfons.     It  was  writ  in  Defence  of  the 
Reformation. 

IV.  New- Market  Fair,  or  Mrs.   Parliament**  New 
Vagaries;    a  Tragi-Comedy,   in  Two  Parts,  164^. 
The  Defign  of  thefe  Satyrical  Plays  was  to  expose 
the  Rebels  againft  King  Charles  I. 

V.  The  Nice  Wanton ;  a  Comedy. 

VI.  No  Body  and  Some  Body,    •with  the   Hiflory  of 
E  L  v  D  u  R  E,    who  was   three  Times   Crowi'd  King  of 
England;   aded  by  the  Queen's  Majeily's  Servants. 
This  Play  is  not  divided  into  Acts.     For  the  Story, 
confult  our  Evgl/Jh  Chronicles. 

VII.  A  New  Trick  to  Cheat  the  Devil ;   a  Comedy, 
by  R.  D. 

V III.  A  Night's  Ltrigue ;  a  Farce. 

Y  IX.  The 
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IX.  The  New  Athenian  Comedy  ;  containing  the  Po- 
liticks, OEconomicks,  Tadicks,  Crypticks,  Apoca- 
!\ pricks,  Styrticks,  Scepticks,  Pneuhiaticks,  Theolo- 
o'icks,  Pocticks,  Mathematicks,  Sbphifticks,  Pragma- 
ticks,  Dogmaticks,  &c.  of  that  moil:  learned  Society. 
Dedicated  to  Ewvar&Wilfim,  Efq;  1693,  by  jf.  S. 
It  is  a  low  piece  of  Banter  on  the  Athenian  Society. 


O. 


I.      A    IV  old  Wifis  'faky  a  Comedy. 

^±     II.  O  c  T  A  v  L  A  ;    a  Tragedy.     Writ  by 

Mr.  Thomas  Nuce. 

III.  O  R  G  u  L  A,   or  The  Fatal  Error  ;  a  Tragedy, 
1658.     Dedicated  to  the  Lady  Frances  Wildgoofe* 
with  a  Preface  fhewing  the  true  Nature  of  Poefy,  by 
I.  IV. 

IV.  ORLANDO    FURIOSO,    one  of  the  Tixefoe 
Peers  of  France,  afted  before  the  Queen,  1  554.     This 
Play  is  a  Tranilation  from  Arioflo. 

V.  ORPHEUS  and  EURYDICE;  a  Mafque,  pre- 
fented  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1717. 


rJ 

I  •".  ^ 


I.  T) 
X^ 


p. 

H  i  L  o  T  u  s  ;  a  Comedy,  1  61  6.     The  De/ign 
of  this  Play  is  to  fliew  the  fatal  Confequen- 
of  Marrying  Youth  to  Old  Age. 

II.  P  A- 
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II.  PATHOMACHIA,  or   <je  Battle  of 
Jbadffw'd  l>y  a  feign  d  'Siege  oj  the  City  of  Pathopolis  j 
a  Comedy,  1630.      Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Hxufdon* 
This  is  only  Love's  Load/tone,  difguis'd  under  another 
Title. 

III.  The  Pindar  of  Wakeficld;  a  Comedy,  1633. 

IV.  P  H  i  L  L  i  s  of  Scyros  ;    a  Dramatick  Paftoral, 
1655.     This  is  a  Tranflation  from  the  Italian  QiGui- 
dxbaldo  di  Bouarelli. 

V.  The  Prime  of  P  R  i  o  c'r  Revels,  or  T*he  Practices 
of  that  grand  "Thief  Captain  James  Hind  •    a  Comedy. 
Both  thefe  Pieces  have  in  the  Title  Page  the  Letters 
J.  S.  Gent. 

VI.  Prefumptuous  Love  ;    a  Mafque,    performed  at 
the  Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-Lm-Fiel  as,  in  a  Comedy  call'd, 
Every  Body  miftaken,  (being  an  Alteration  of  Shake- 

f  fears  Comedy  of  Errors)  nev7er,printed. 

VII.  The  Presbyterian  Lafi,  or  N  o  c  T  R  o  F  f's  Maid 
wbrf'd  ;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded  in  the  great  Room 
at  the  Pye-Tavern  at  Aldgate,  by  Nottrof  the  Priefl, 
and  feveral  of  his  Parifhi  oners,  i<56i. 

VIII.  Pi  so5/  Conffiracfi  a  Tragedy,  acted  at  the 
Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  i6j6.      This  is  only  the 
Tragedy  of  Nero  with  a  new  Title. 

. 

IX.  P  A  u  s  A  N  i  A  s,  the  Betrayer  of  his  Country.     A 
Tragedy,  adted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  i6%6.     De- 
dicated to  Anthony  Henley  ^  Efq;    Mr.  Southern  brought 
this  Play  on  the  Stage,  and  informs  us  in  the  Epiltle 
Dedicatory,  that  it  was  put  into  his  Hands  by  a 
Perfon  of  Quality.     It  is  built  on  the  Model  of  the 
Ancients,  and  writ  according  to  the  Reformation  of 
the  French  Stage.     Mr.  Henley  wrote  the  Epilogue, 
and  Sir  Samuel  Garth  has  this  excellent  Couplet  in 
Commendation  of  this  Play, 


Y 
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Aud  Britain,  fime  Paufanias  ivas  Writ, 
Knows  Spartan  Virtue,  and  Athenian  Wit. 

Difpenfary. 

The  Story  of  this  Play  may  be  found  in  Plutarch. 

X.  P  R  o  M  u  s  and  CASSANDRA,  in  two  Parts. 

XI.  PATIENT    GRISSEL;    a  Comedy.      Plot 
from  Boccace's  Novels. 

XII.  The  Pedlar  s  Proftxcy ',  a  Comedy. 

XIII.  The  Promifes  of  God  manijeficd -,  a  Dramatick 
Piece. 

XIV.  The  Pilgrim,  or  "The  Happy  Converts ;  a  Tra- 
gedy.    By  W.  Harnfon  a  Pattin-Maker,  but  a  Man 
of  excellent  Natural  Parts.     Never  acted.  >    • 

XV.  The  Patriot,  or  The  Italian  Confpiracy  ;  a  Tra- 
gedy. 

XVI  The  Portimouth  Heirefsy  or  Generous  Refufal ; 
a  Comedy. 

XVII.  P  YRRH  us  /W  DEMETRIUS;  an  Opera. 

XVIII.  A  Phauatick  Play ;  prefented  by  the  Lord 
Fketwood,  Sir  Hemy  Fane,  Lord  Lambert,  &c. 

XIX.  'The  Perjuror  j  a  Farce,  a&ed  at  the  Thea- 
in  Lmcdm-lnn-F^lds.     Written  by  Mr.  C.  Bullock. 

XX.  The  Petticoat-Plotter  ;   a  Farce  of  Two  Ads. 
Performed  at  the  Theatre  Royal  in  Drury-Lane.     By 
Mr.  Hamilton,  1 70  2. 


Q.. 


T/^£  jg//«w,    or  7?;^?  Excellency  of  her  Sex  ;    a 
Tragi-Comedy,  1653.     This  Play  was  writ 
by  a  Perfon  of  Honour,  and  is  Dedicated  to  the  La- 
dy Catha,  me  Molnm.    Pare  of  the  Plot  from  Bandel- 
ws 
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R. 

I.  r  I  ^  HE  Royal  Mafaue  at  Hampton-Court,  1  604. 
I      Perforated  by  the  Queen  and  her  Ladias 
of  Honour. 

II.  "The  Return  from  Parnaflus,  or  A  Scourge  for  Si- 
mony ;  a  Comedy,  acted  by  the  Students  of  St.  John's 
College,  Cambridge,   1606.      This  Play  Cenfurcs  the 
,  Poets,  and  is  the  Foundation  of  Dr.  Wild's  Play, 
call'd,  Tb$  Benefice. 

III.  T'he  Rivals  ;   a  Tragi-Comedy,  acted  by  the 
Duke  of  York's  Servants,  1668.     This  Play  was  fup- 
pos'd  to  be  writ  by  Sir  William  Davenant. 

IV-  The  Religious  Rebel  ;  a  Tragi-Con>edy,  i6ji. 

V.  7^/je  Reformation  ;  a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Duke 
of  York's  Theatre,  1673. 

VI.  The  Revenge,  or  A  Match  in  Newgate  ,•  a  Co-* 
medy,  acfced  at  the  Duke's  Theatre,  1680.     This  is 
only  Mr.  Marflons  Play  call'd,  T'he  Dutch  Courtezan 
Revivd. 

VII.  ROM  E'*-  Follies,    or  T'he  Amorous  Fry  am  ;    a 
Comedy,  aded  ataPerfon  of  Quality's  Houfe,  1681. 
Dedicated  to  Anthony  Earl  of  Shaft  sbury,  by  AT".  N. 

VIII.  ROMULUS  and    H  E  R  s  i  L  i  A,    or  The  Sa- 
bine  War  ;  a  Tragedy,  ac~ted  at  the  Duke  of  York's 
Theatre,  1  683  .     Plot  from  Ovid's  Metamorfh.  Lib.  14. 
Livii  Hi  ft-  Lib.  i  .  &c. 

IX.  T'he  Rampant  Alderman^  or  News  from  the  Ex- 
change;   a  Farce,  1685.     This  is  ftolen  from  the 
Fine  Companion,  and  feveral  other  Plays. 

X.  T'he  Rape,  or  T'he  Innocent  Impvfturs  ;  a  Tragedy, 
afted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1682.    Dedicated  to 

Y  3  the 
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the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Earl  of  Dorfet  and  Mid- 
This  Play  was  writ  by  a  Divine,  and  intro- 
duc'd  by  Mr.  Shad-veil. 

XI.  ROBIN  H  o  o  D'J  Pafloral  May-Games. 

XII.  ROBIN  HOOD  /wd  /j/'j  Crro;  0/  Soldiers ;  an 
Interlude. 

XIII.  ROBIN  CONSCIENCE.     This  is  a  Dra- 
matick  Dialogue  between  /Jc^/«  Confcience^  his  Father 
Covetous,  his  Mother  Newguije,  and  his  Sifter  Proud 
Beauty. 

XI V.  7/fe  £0)vz/  Voyage,  or  7?^  Irifh  Expedition ;  a 
Trngi-Comedy,  1690. 

XV.  Tfe  Revolter ;  a  Tragi-Comedy. 

XVI.  77^  /Jq)'«/  Cuckold,  or  GV^*  Baftard;  a  Tra- 
gi-Comedy,  tranflated  from  the  German,  1625.     De- 
dicated to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lard  Ruffe  I t 
Lord  High   Admiral  of  England.      This  Play  was 
tranllated  by  Mr.  /Vz«/  J/egeiiua.     Never  a<5led.     It 
is  taken   from  a   Book  cail'd,  T*he  Secret  Hftory  of 
Lewis  XIV  of  France. 

XVII.  The  Refrauration,  or  Right  -will  take  Place  ;  a 
Tragi-Comedy.    Injurioufly  fathered  upon  the  Duke 
ot  Buckingham.     Never  a6ted.. 

XVI1L  The  Rival  Brothers ;  a  Tragedy. 

XIX.  1%e  Royal  Flight,  or  'fhe  Conqmf?  of  Ireland  ; 
a  Farce,  i  <55?o.     The  Title  Page  of  this  Piece  plainly 
Ihcws  the  Subject  of  it  and  the  Scene  ,•  and  the  Au- 
thor has  drawn  mod  of  his  Characters  without  any 
Difguife  or  Modefty. 

XX.  RINALDO;    an  Opera,  prefented  at  the 
Theatre  in  the  Haymarket. 
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s. 

I.  O  O  L  M  i  o  N  £#</  P  E  R  s  E  D  A  ;  a  Tragedy,  1 595?. 
L3  This  Play  lays  open  Love's  G\nfi:ancy,  For- 
tune's Inconftancy,   and  Death's  Triumphs.     It  is 
not  divided  into  A6ts. 

II.  SWETNAM,    the    Woman- Hater,    arraign  d  by 
Women*,  a  Comedy,  acted  by  the  .Queen's  Servants 
at  the  Red  Bull,  1620.     The  Plot  from  an  old  Spanijh 
Book,  call'd,  H/floria  de  Aurelia  Isabella  Hija  del  Rey 
de  Efcotia,  &c. 

III.  The  Spanifh  Baiady  or  C  A  LIST  o  and  ME- 
L  i  B  E  A,  represented  in  Celeflina  ;    a  Tragi-Comedy, 
1638.     This  Play  is  very  long,   originally  writ  in 
Sfcinifl^  and  done  into  Englijb  by  Don  Diego  puedefer, 
a  Spaniard,  who  dedicated  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Richard- 

fou.     Mr.  Langbain  tells  us,  it  expofes  the  Cunny- 
catching  Bawds. 

IV.  S  i  c  E  L  i  D  E  s  ;   a  Pifcatory  Drama,  or  Pafto- 
ral,  acted  at  Kmgs  College,  Cambridge,  163 1 .     For  the 
Plot,  iee  Ovid's  Met  amor phojis,  //£.  4.  and  13.     Orlan- 
do Fur  i  of p,  lib.  1 1 .  CiTc. 

V.  The  Sofbifteri    a  Comedy,  1^38.     This  Play 
was  acled  at  one  of  the  Univeriities;  arid  has  a  Pro- 
logue fpoken  by  Mercury  to  the  Academical  Auditor}'. 

VI.  S  A  L  M  A  c  i  D  A    S  P  o  1. 1  A  ;    a   Mafque,    pre- 
fentcd  by  the  King  and  Queen  at  mitehal!,  1639. 
Sir  William  Davenant  writ  the  Songs  in  this  Mafque, 
Mr.  Inigo  Jones  contriv'd  the  Scenes,  and  Mr.  Richards 
composed  the  Muflck. 

VII.  Tfhe  St.-ange  pi  fernery  j  a  Tragi-Comcdy,id4o. 
The  Plot  and  great  part  of  the  Language  is  taken 
from  Heliodsrus's  JSLtbiofkk  Hift. 
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VIII.  Sicily  and  Naples,  or  7 he  Fatal  Union ;  a 
Tragedy,  1640.  Before  this  Play  are  feveral  Copies 
of  Verfes  writ  by  the  Students  of  Oxford.  The  Au- 
thor was  a  Batchelor  of  Arts  of  Exeter-Coffege,  Oxon  ; 
but  he  would  not  make  himfelf  known  any  farther 
than  by  the  Letters  S.  H. 

XI.  '~fbe  Scotjm  Politick  Presbyter,   Slam  by  an  Eng- 
glifh  Independent,  or  "The  Independents  Victory  over  the. 
Presbyterian  Party,  &c.  a  Tragi-Comedy,  1647. 

X.  The  Shoemaker3  s  Holy  day,  or  "The  Gentle-Craft', 
iL-fth  the  Humorous  Life  of  Simon  Eyre,  Shoemaker  and 
Lord  r  Mayor  of  London;  a  Comedy,  1657.  Afred 
bctovc  the  Queen  by  the  Lord  Admiral's  Servants  on 
New-Year' s-Day  at  Night. 

XL  7 he  Subjects  Joy,  or  7?;?  Kings  Reftoration ;  a 
Mafque,  16^0.  Dedicated  to  General  Monk. 

XII.  77*  Step-Mother;  a  Tragi-Comedy,  aded  at 
the  Theatre  in  Lmcolns- Inn-Fields,    with  great  Ap- 
plaufe,  16(54. 

XIII.  Saint  CECILY,  or  The  Converted  Twins ;   a 
Tragi-Comedy,  i66j.     Dedicated  to  Queen  Catha- 
rine.    The  Plot  from  Eufebius,  Epiphanrus,  Baroniusy 
&c.     This  Play  has  prenYd  to  the  Title  Page  the 
Letters  £.  M. 

XIV.  Sir  SOLOMON,  or  The  Cautious  Coxcomb  ;  a 
Comedy,  aded  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1671. 
This  Play  met  with  fome  Enemies  at  firft,  but  not- 
withftanding,  it  had  good  Succefs  in  the  Adion.     It 
is  moftly  a  Tranflatipn  from  MJiere,  and  is  fuppos'd 
to  be  done  by  -Mr.  Cartel. 

XV.  tym-t  upon  Sport,  i6yj.     This  is  only  a  Col- 
lc<5tic:i  of  Drolls  taken  from  PlaVs  by  Mr.  Kirkmaa. 
%vo. 

XVI.  The  Sieg?  of  Conftantinople ;   a  Tragedy, 
a6f .!  ;ti  tl.c  Duke  of  Turk's  Theatre,  1675.     For 
the  Piut,    fjC   //fj/.v/s   &fyw£YaPky>    Panhii    J 

s  Hft.  &c. '  t*f'f'*  J 

XVII. 
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XVII.  T'he  Siege  and  Surrender  of  Mons ;  a  Tragi* 
Comedy,  1681.     This  Play  was  never  acted. 

XVIII.  SUSANNA^  Tears ;  a  Play. 

XIX.  She  Ventures  *  and  He  Wins ;  a  Comedy,  acted 
at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln*- Inn-Fields,  1626.      The 
Plot  is  taken  from  T'he  Fair  Extravagant,  or  T'he  Hu- 
morous Bride,  a  Novel,  writ  by  Mr.  Oldis. 

XX.  T'he  Stage  Beau  tofs'd  in  a  Blanket ;    a  Co- 
medy.    This  is  a  Satyrical  Piece  againft  Mr.  Collier, 
Never  defign'd  for  the  Stage.     Written  by  "T.  Brown. 

XXL  T'he  Siege  of  Troy ;  afted  at  the  Theatre 
Royal. 

XXII.  SOCRATES  T'riumfhans  -,  a  Tragedy. 


T. 

I.  *  I  1 1sERiusCiAUDius  NfiRo;a  Tragedy* 
JL     containing  his  Tragical  Life  and  Death. 
For  the  Plot,  fee  Suetonius,  Dion,  Tacitm,  &c. 

II.  TEMPE    Reftor'd ;    a  Mafque,    prefented   at 
Whitehall  by  the  Queen  and  her  Ladies  of  Honour 
on  Shrove-Tuefday,  1631. 

III.  T'he  True  Trojans,  or  Fuimus  Tt-oes  ;  an  Hifto- 
rical  Play,  1633.     This  Play  contains  the  Story  of 
the  Britains  Valour  at  the  Romans  firft  Invafion,  and 
was  acted  by  the  Gentlemen  Students  of  Magdalen- 
College,  Oxon.     The  Plot  is  taken  from  Livy,  lib.  5. 
Cxfar  Comment.  Ub.  4  and  5. 

IV.  TROADES;  a  Tragedy,  1 660.     This  Play 
is  taken  from  Seneca,  and  was  fuppos^d  to  be  done 
by  Mr,  S.  P&rdagey  it  having  the  Letters  S.  P. 

e 

V.  fit 


• 
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V-  The  Two  Merry  Mt Ik- Maids,  or  The  bctt  Worfo  ' 
near  the  Garland ;    a  Comedy,   acted  by  the  Compa- 
ny of  Revels  before  the  King,  with  great  Applaufe, 
1661.     Part  of  this  Play  is  taken  from  Boccace's  No- 
vels;    It  was  writ  by  one  J.  C. 

VI.  Tunbridge-/%fr,  or  A  Day's  Conrtfiip  ;  a  Co- 
medy, acted  at  the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1678. 
Mr.  Ratlins  was  thought  to  be  the  Author  of  this 
Play. 

VII.  A  Traytor  to  Hiwfelf,  or   Mans  Heart  is  his 
greatett  Emmy ;  a  Moral  Interlude  in  Heroick  Verfe, 
1678.    It  was  aded  by  School-Boys,  having  no  Wo- 
man's Parts,  and  is  writ  after  the  manner  of  Plautns*$ 
Captives. 

VIII.  TRO  AS  ;   a  Tragedy,  tranflated  from  *$>- 
neca  by  J.  T. 

IX.  T  i  M  o  L  E  o  N,    or  The  Revolution ;   a  Tragi- 
Comedy,  1697-     The  Comical  Part  is  a  Satire  on 
mercenary  Courtiers,    who  prefer  Money  to  Merit. 
Story  from  Plutarch's  Life  of  Timohon^  Cornelius 


X.  'The  Triumphs  of  Virtue ;    a   Tragi-Comedy, 
acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal,  1697.    Part  of  this 
Play  fcems  to  be  borrowed  from  Fletcher's  Wit  without 
Money. 

XI.  THERSYTES;    an  Interlude. 

XII.  TOM  TYLER  and  his  Wife \  an  Interlude, 
The  Defign  of  this  Play  is  to  Reprefent  and  Hum- 
ble a  Shrew.     The  Plot  refembles  Mr.  Poijfons  Le 
Sot  Ve)igc. 

XIII.  A  Jryalof  Treafure ;  a  Play. 

XIV.  A  Tryal  of  Chivalry  ]  a  Play. 

XV.  tyrannical  Gouernmem  ;  a  Tragedy. 

XVI.  The  J'bree  Ladict  of  London.     By  R.  W. 

XVII.  T'lxnny-ALb),  or  The  London  Maid;  a  Tra^ 
gcdy.     Written   by  T.  W.      Dedicated  to  ll/illiam 

Firft  printed  1 6ij,  reprinted  1662. 

XVIIL 
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XVIII.  T  H  o  M  v  R  i  s  Qiieen  of  Scythia  ;    an  O- 
pera. 

XIX.  THESEUS;    an  Opera.     Both  perform'd 
at  the  Theatre  in  the  tiaymarktf. 


v. 

I.  rnp  //£  Valiant  Scot,  1 63  7.    Dedicated  to  James 
JL     Marquefs  of  Hamilton,  by  jf.  /^ 

II.  'The  Valiant  Welch  A/^7,  or  The  Ufe  and  Vali- 
ant Deeds  of  Charadoc  King  of  Cambria  (now  called 
Wales;)    a  Tragi-Comedy,    acted  by  the  Prince's 
Servants,  1663.     Plot  from  Tacitnfs  Annals,  Milton's 
Hi  ft.  of  England.,  &c.     This  Play  is  writ  by  R.  A. 
Gent. 

III.  The  Unfortunate  Ufurpe;-;    a    Tragedy,    166$^ 
Dedicated  to  Mr.  Edward  Umfrevilte.     The  Story  is 
that  ot  Andronicm  Commenius  in  Leumlavius,  Baronius 
&c. 

IV.  The  Unfortunate  Favourite;    a  Tragedy,   writ 
by  a  Perfon  ot  Honour,  166^.     This  Play  was  never 
acted.     The  Scene  is  laid  in  Naples ;    and  for  the 
Story,  fee  Guictiardine,  Pontann^  &c. 

V.  Tlx  Unfortunate  Mother ;    a  Tragedy,  acted  at 
the  Theatre  in  Lincolns-Lm-F:e!d^  16^8.      This  Play 
was  writ  by  a  young  Lady  ;  and  the  Scene  of  Action 
is  in  the  Kingdom   of  Siarb*     Some  Incidents  are 
borrowed  from  Settles  Prince  is  of 
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W. 

I.  f"T"*  HE  Wit  of  a  Woman  ;  a  Comedy,  1604. 

II.  A  Warning  for  Fair  Women ;  a  Trage- 
dy, acted  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  the 
Lord  Chamberlain's  Servants.  It  contains  the  Tra- 
gical Mtirther  of  Mr.  George  Saunders. 

III.  The  WeakeH:  goes  to  the  Wall;  a  Comedy,  a&ed 
by  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Servants,  1618. 

IV.  The  World's  Idol,  or  P  L  u  T  u  s  ,•   a  Comedy, 
tranflated  from  Ariftopkanes^  1650,  by  H.  B. 

V.  Wme^  Beer,  Ale  and  Tobacco,  contending  for  Supe- 
riority -,  an  Interlude,  1558. 

VI.  The  Witty  Combat,    or  The  Female  Viftor ;    a 
Tragi-Comedy,  1663.     This  Play  was  acted  by  fe- 
veral  Perfons  of  Quality.      Plot  from  the  German 
PrmceJ}>  a  Novel. 

VII.  Woman  turnd  Bully ;    a  Comedy,  acted  at 
the  Duke  of  York's  Theatre,  1^75. 

VIII.  Win  her  and  Take  her,  or  Old  Fools  will  be 
Medling ;   a  Comedy,  acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal, 
169 1 .  Dedicated  to  the  Earl  ofDaafy  by  MX. Underbill. 

IX.  Wily  Beguifd ;   a  Comedy.     The  chief  Cha- 
racters are  a  poor  Scholar,  a  rich  Fool,  and  a  Knave. 

X.  Wealth  and  Health  ;  a  Comedy. 

XI.  WENCESLAUS;  an  Opera. 


z. 

M  A  N  F,  or  The  Corinthian  Qjteen ;  a  Tragedy. 
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Addenda  &  Corrigenda. 

Mr.  JOHN"  COREY. 

A  GENTLEMAN,  defcended  from  an  an- 
cient Family  in  Cornwall  :  He  was  born  at 
Bamftafle  in  D&vfajhire',  defigri'd  for  the  Law,  and 
was  Come  time  of  New-Inn.  He  is  a  good  Play- 
er of  about  1  8  Years  {landing.  The  two  following 
Plays  appear  under  his  Name,  'viz,. 

I.  T'be  Metamorfhops.     This  is  an  Alteration  of 
an  old  Play  call'd,  Albuma^ar. 

II.  A  Cure  for  Jealoufy  y    a  Comedy,  a<5ted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  1705.     It  was  not  this  Gentleman, 
but  another  of  the  fame  Name,  who  writ  1'he  Gem- 
TQUS  Enemies,  before  mentioned. 


Omitted  in  Mr.  D  u  R  F  E  Y'J  Account* 

ID  A  T  H,  or  The  Wftem  Lafs  ;  a  Comedy. 


Omitted  in  my  Lord  LANSDOWN'J 

PE  L  E  u  s  and  THETIS;   a  Mafque,  performed 
in  'the  Jew  of  Venice. 


Omitted  in  Mr.  MIDDLE-TON'/  Account, 
Game  at  Chefs  j  a  Comedy, 


A 
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Omitted  in  Mr.  M  o  T  T  E  u 

Account. 


I.       A 

jfx 


C  i  s  and  GALATEA;  a  Mafque. 
II.  Love  Dragoon  di  a  Farce. 


Omitted  in   the  T)uke   of  N  E  w- 
C  A  s  T  L  E'J  Account. 

H  E  F^r/'^y  ;  a  Tragedy. 


rr\ 


71/fr.  O  z  E  L  L. 


THIS  Gentleman  has  lately  Tranflated  a  French 
Farce  of  Three  Acts,  written  by  Monfknr 
Bow-fault,  called,  Le  Foire  de  St.  Germain  :  or,  The  Fair 
of  St.  Germain.  This  Piece  of  Buffoonry  was  acted 
(by  a  Company  of  Strollers  from  Rohan)  at  the  Thea- 
tre in  Lincolns-Lm-Fisld*  on  Friday,  Nuv.  7,  1718. 


>  JOHN  V  A  N  B  R  u  G  H 

THIS  Gentleman  alter'd  the  Pilgrim  of 
wowt  and  Fletcher,  wherein  is  a  Mafque,  by 
Mr.  Dry  den. 


The 
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1X^3&&$^^ 

The  Interments  of  fome  AUTHORS 
mention  d  m  this  WORK,  r^^r^ 
/^^/}'  communicated  to  me  by  Mr. 
B  o  M  A  N,  <find  art  at  follow,  viz. 


MR.  Jofeph  Haynes,   and  Mr.  Richard 
lie  Interred  in  the  Parilh  Church  of  St.  Paid 

Cavern-Garden. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Lee,  Mr.  William  Mountfon,  and 
Mrs.  Afory  Ax,  lie  Interred  in  the  Parifh  Church  o£ 
St.  Clement  Danes. 

Mr.  GVor£<?  Farquhar  was  Interred  at  St.  Martin  s 
in  the  Fields. 


Mr.  j^c'/;«  Crow  was  Interred  at  St.  G:leSs  in  the 
Fields. 

Mr.  John  Banks  was  Interred  at  St.  James's 
tninfler. 

Sir  Robert  Howard  was  Interred  at  A&ted  in 

** 

Mr.  7%omas  Jevoit  was  Interred  at  Hamfflead, 
where,  on  a  Tomb-Stone  in  the  Church-  Yard,  is  the 
following  Infcription  .- 

Here  lieth  the  Body  of  Air.  THOMAS  J  F  v  o  N", 
died  .the  ioth  Day  of  December, 
///  the  Tear  of  our  Lord  i(5S8, 
Aged  36   Tears. 

F    I    N    I    £ 


E    R    R    A 


A. 


}<?•  Line  4.  dele  and  'tis  reported  that  he  had  fome  Atfiftance  in  it 
orn  his  Patron  and  Mr.  Man-waring-  fag.  39.  /.  31.  for  Englifh,  read- 
French,  fag-  120.  /.  26.  r-  Richard  de  Granville  defcended  from  the  Second 
Son  of  the  faid  Duke,  &c.  pap.  257.  /.  3.  for  Comedy,  r.  Tragedy.  pjt£. 
578.  1.  26.  for  Tejlo,  r.  Zejl,/ 
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NT  10  CHV  5,  a  Tragedy.     Afted 
at   the  Theatre    in    Lincoln  $    Inn 
Fields.     Written   by   Mr.  Mottlcy. 
Dedicated      to    the    Lord    Grim- 
_  fton* 

ARSACES,  an  Opera.  FerformVl  at  the 
King's  Theatre  in  the  H*y-M>trket. 

The  Artifice,  a  Comedy.  Afted  at  the 
Theatre-Royal  in  DrMry-Lanc.  Written  by 
Mrs.  Cent-Livre.  Dedicated  to 


ASTARTVS,    an  Opera,     Perform'd  at 

the  Kiog's  Theatre  in  the  tfay-  Market  • 

THE 
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B, 

ripH  E  Briton,  a  Tragedy.  A&ed  at  the 
Theatre-Royal  in  Drury-Lane.  Writtea 
by  Ambrofc  Philips,  Efqi  Dedicated  to  the 
Frincefs  of  Walts* 

R  "J  S  I  R  1  5,  a  Tragedy.  Aded  at  the 
Theatre  in  Dntry-Lane.  Written  by  Edward 
Toungi  L.  L.  D.  aud  Fellow  of  All-Souls  College 
in  Oxford.  Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Ncrvcaftle. 

This  is  only  the  Story  of  Tar  quirt  and  Ltt- 
crece^  under  the  Di%uife  of  zs£gyptian  Chara- 
fters. 


C. 


E   Chimera,    a    Farce.     Aded    at    the 

Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-Inn  Fields.    Written 

by  Mr.  Odell. 

Chit-Chat,  a  Comedy.  Aded  at  the  Theatre- 
Royal  in  Drury.Lanc.  Written  by  Capt.  KMi- 
grew.  Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll. 

The  Cotifcious  Lovers,  a  Comedy.  Aded 
at  the  Theatre-Royal  in  Dntry-Lave,  with  great 
Applaufe.  Written  by  Sir  Richard  Stccle,  Knt. 
Dedicated  to  the  K  I  N  G. 

This  PJay  is  taken  from  Terence's  A  NDRIA. 
CRISPVS,  an   Opera. 
CT  RV  S,   an  Opera. 

Both  performed  at  the  King's  Theatre  in  the 

THE 
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F. 


TH  E  Fair  Captive,    a  Tragedy.     A&ed  at 
the     Theatre     in     Lincoln  s-Inn     Fields. 
Written  by  Mrs,  Heywood. 

The  Fair  Civca/fijn,  a  Dramatick  Entertain- 
ment. By  the  Reverend  Mr.  Croxall. 

This  Piece  is  publifh'd  under  the  fictitious 
Cover  of  being  wrote  by  a  Gentleman  Com- 
moner of  Oxford^  deceased.  Ic  is  a  Para- 
phrafe  upon  SOLOMONS  Song  ^  an  At- 
tempt of  the  fame  Kind  was  publifh'd  by  Mr., 
Sandy  s^  in  1640. 

The  Fatal  Extravagancy  a  Tragical  Enter- 
tainment of  Two  Ads.  Performed  at  the  The- 
atre in  Lincoln  s  Inn  Fields.  Taken  from  Shake- 
fpeare.  By  Mr.  Jofeph  Mitchell.  Dedicated  to 
Duke  Hamilton. 

FLORID  ANT  £,  an  Opera.  Perform'd 
at  the  King's  Theatre  in  the  Hay-  Market. 


G 


G. 

R  ISE  L  D  A,  an  Opera.    Performed  at  the 

King's  Theatre  in  the  Hay-Marker. 
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H. 


E  Tragedy  of  King  H  E  N  RT  the  Fourth 
of  France.  A&ed  at  the  Theatre  in 
Lincoln  s  Inn  Fields.  Written  by  Mr.  Becking- 
Lam.  Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Sttnderland. 

HilerNia  Frce'd,  a  Tragedy.  A&ed  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincoln  s  fan  Fields.  Written  by 
Opt.  William  Philips-  Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of 
Thomonde. 

HOB's  Wedding,  a  Farce.  ('Being  a  Sequel 
to  the  Country-Wake)  Acted  at  the  Theatre  in 
Lincoln  s-Inn  F^lds.  Written  by  Mr.  John 
Leigh,  Comedian. 

The  Half-F  'ay-Officers,  a  Farce.  A&ed  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-fn^  Fields.  The  Author 
acknowledges,  that  he  has  taken  this  Piece 
chiefly  from  Sir  William  Davenanis  Love  and 


The  Two  HARLEQJJINS,  a  French 
Comedy.  By  Monfieur  Le  Noble.  Acted  at  the 
Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-Inn  Fields,  by  fome  French 
Strolers.  Tranflated  and  printed  in  French  and 

'glifh. 


I. 

THE  Imperial  Captive  s^  a    Tragedy.     Aded 

at    the    Theatre    in  Lincoln  s-Inn    Fields. 

Written  by  Mr.  Afottlcy.  Dedicated    to    the 
Lord  Caftlcmxifi* 

The 
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The  Story,  is  the  Invafion  of  Generic,  King  of 
the  Vandals,  in  the  Time  of  Maximw,  after 
the  Death  of  VdentiniaH.  See  the  Roman  Hi- 
ftory. 

The  Invader  of  his  Country  :  Or,  Jltc  Fatal 
Refentment.  Acted  at  the  Theatre  Royal  ia 
Drury-Lane,  Written  by  Mr.  Dennis.  Dedicated 
to  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle. 

This  is  chiefly  taken  from  the  Coriolantes  of 
Shakefpe  ar  e. 


K. 


ENSINGTON    Gardens,   a    Comedy. 
Aded    at    the    Theatre    in    Lincoln*-  Inn 
Fields.    Written  by  Mr.  John  Leigh,    Comedian. 
Dedicated  to  the  Lord  Brooke- 


M. 


TH  E  Mdfautrade,    a  Comecly.     Acted  at  the 
Theatre  Royal    in    Drury-Lane.     Written 
by  Mr.  Charles  Johnfon. 

The  Principal  Scenes  in  this  Play  are  taken 
from  Mr.  James  Shir  iey  's  Lady  of  Pleafure3  and 
Mr.  RandaPs  Hey  for  Honefty,  down  with  Kna- 
very. 

MVTIVS  SC^EVOLA^  an  Opera. 
Perforni'd  at  the  King's  Theatre  in  the  H.iy- 


NAR- 
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N. 

ARCISSUS,    an  Opera. 

NVM1TOR,    an  Opera. 
Both  perform'd  at  the  King's  Theatre  in  the 
Hay-  Market. 


R. 


RjfD^MfSTVS,  an  Opera.     Perform'd 
at  the  King's  Theatre  in  the  Hay-Market. 
Compos?d  by  Mr.  Handel. 

The  Tragedy  of  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh.  Acted 
at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-  Inn  Fields.  Written 
by  George  Sewell^  M.  D.  Dedicated  to  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Craggs. 

The    Refufal  :     Or,   The   Ladies   Philofophy,    a 

Comedy.  Aded  at  the  Theatre-Royal  in  Dntry- 
Lane.  Altered  by  Mr.  Gibber  ^  from  the  Female 
VcYiuofots  j  which  was  likevvife  alter'd  by  another 
Hand,  and  A&ed  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln  s-Inn 
Fields^  under  the  Title  of  No  Fools  like  Wits. 

The  Female  fertuofoes  has  been  lately  re- 
printed, to  which  is  prefix  d,  an  Account  of 
the  abovenieation'd  Alterations  of  this  Comedy  j 
and  to  which  the  Town  ftiew'd  a  jufl  Refent- 
rnent,  by  Hifling  them  off  the  Stage. 

The  Revenge,  a  Tragedy.  Acted  at  the 
Theatre-Royal  in  Drttry-Lane.  Written  by  Ed- 
ward Towgi  L.  L.  D.  and  Fellow  of  j$ll  Souls 
College  in  Oxford. 

The  whole  Plan  of  this  Play  is  built  upon  the 

hello  of  Sbtikcfvearc. 

The 
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The  Tragedy  cf  A7w£  RICHARD  the  Se- 
cond. AltcrM  frottiSbakcfpeArfj  by  Mr.  T  bed  ale... 
A£ted  at  the  Theatre  in  Lincoln  s  Inn  Fields. 
Dedicated  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery, 


S. 


THE  Siege  of  DamafctKy  a  Tragedy. 
at     the     Theatre-  Royal    in     Drit 


at  te  eatre-  oya  n  ritry-an-e* 
Written  by  John  Hughes,  Efq*,  Dedicated  to 
Earl  Cowpcr. 

This  ingenious  Gentleman  died  the  very  Night 
his  Play  was  brought  upon  the  Stage.  The  Story 
is  taken  from  Mr.  Ockley^s  Hiftory  of  the  Saracens* 


aen  rom     r.    ceys        ory  o       e   aracens* 
The  Spartan  Dams^  a  Tragedy.     Aded  at  the 

Theatre-Royal  in  Dntry-Lane.     Written  by  Mr. 

Southern.    Dedicated  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll. 


T. 


S  Well  if  it  Takes  j    a  Comedy.    Aded  at 
the  Theatre  in  Lincoln*  Inn  Fields.     Writ- 
by  Mr.  Twcrntr. 


*-'*   7"   *>      ^  *>f    7^   «)'    T   •>'    *'    '-    «    **f    5T  ^f  - 

_-  -         -  _     ^  _     ^     ^_  . 

w. 


THE    Earl  of  WARWICK:    Or,    Britifa 
Exile,  a  Tragedy.     Aded  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  in  Dntry-Lane.     Written  by    Mr.  "/Wylv/- 
Dedicated  to  the.Lord  Grimftun. 

Whi<r 


4  f~4    T-'he  Poetical  Regifter  ontinua. 

Whig  and  Tory,    a   Comedy.  A&ed  at   the 

Theatre  in    Lincdns  Inn  Fields.  Written   by 

IVIr.  Bc;i]>nnr,i  Griffin,  Comedian.  Dedicated  to 
the  Lord  North  and  Grey. 


X. 


I  M  E  N  A  :  Or,  rt*  fferoick  Daughter, 
a  Tragedy.  (Taken  from  the  C/£>  of 
Corneille.}  Afted  at  the  ;  heatre  Royal  in  Drury- 
Lanc.  After  two  Years  Dormancy,  Mr.  Gibber 
thought  fit  to  piiblifh  this  Play  ^  to  which  he 
prefixed  a  long  and  iulfom  Epiflle  Dedicatory  to 
Sir  Richard  Steelc^  to  which  that  Gentleman  has 
fhewna  very  honourable  Refentment  in  Belialf  of 
his  Friend  Mr.Addifon,  whofe  Charader  there- 
in was  fo  injudicionfly,  as  well  as  injurioufly 
attack"d?  by  obliging  Mr.  Gibber  to  leave  out 
this  Dedication  in  a  Collection  of  fome  Plays 
which  go  under  his  Name,  lately  printed  in  two 
Volumes  in  Quarto. 


Y. 

TH  E  Tounger  Brother  :     Or,  The  Sham  Mar- 
qitisi  a  Comedy.     Aded  at  the  Theatre  in 
Lincoln*  s  Inn   Fields*     This    is  a  grofs  Piece  of 
Plagiarifm,   /'poorly   executed)    from    the  Twin 
Aii'ds  of  Mr. 
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